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This paper discussed the status if Vocational Technical Education in Nigeria in view of its 
importance in the national civic responsibilities. The paper also revealed some serious 
problems that hinder the development of the programme as a result of lack seriousness towards 
it. However, the paper further advocated for the need for more effort in this direction for the 
interest of civic responsibilities. Finally, some strategies were recommended for 
effective and meaningful vocational technical education programme in the country that will 
help Nigeria meet up with the global technical advancement. Introduction 

A successful nation is one in which its citizens are responsibility conscious. In essence, they 
are functioning effectively in their respective societies with the spirit and desire to want to find out, 
understand, evaluate and examine the situation with a view to solving the problems therein. In such 
nation, the goals that have been set are undoubtedly achieved since the people arc easily mobilized in 
order to harness the nation's physical, political, technological, economic, administrative and social 
environment for their general well-being and that of other people around them. 

In the above regard therefore, the importance of vocational technical education should not be 
over emphasized as education for the development of the individuals by uncalculating in the 
manipulative skills, scientific knowledge, abilities, attitudes and work-habits that will transform and 
reform them into completely responsible individuals who are committed, dedicated, patriotic and 
royal to their nation. 

Incidentally, the area of emphasis in that respect appears to be in the science and technology as 
its aims, as stated in section 49 of the National Policy on Education (1998) Include: 

(a) The  provision  of trained  manpower  in  applied  science,  technology  and  
commerce 
particularly at sub-professional grades. 

(b) The provision of the technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for agricultural, 
industrial, commercial and economic development. 

(c) The  provision  of people  who  can  apply  scientific  knowledge  in  the  
solution  of 
environmental problems with a view to solving them. 

(d) The provision of an introduction to professional studies in the engineering and other  
technological works. 

(e) The provision of training in the production of craftsmen, technicians and other skilled 
manpower who will be self-reliant ;and 

(f) The provision of young men and women who will understand the complexity  of  
technology. 

Therefore, efforts, should be intensified towards the planning and implementation of 
functional vocational technical education programme in Nigeria that will help to carry Nigeria to 
enviable height as far as technology is concerned by instilling in the people the spirit of civic duty 
consciousness. 

Civic responsibilities are the duties citizens of any nation are expected to perform for the 
growth and development of that nation. In other wards, they are the duties the citizens owe to their 
nation irrespective if their occupations in life for the rights and liberties provided to them by the 
nation. Such duties among others include: 

1. Payment of taxes, rates and other levies as and when due. 
2. Allegiance to the state by respecting and being loyal to the state especially where it  

concerns the national flag and anthem. 
3. Obedience to the laws of the state by supporting legitimate policies and activities of the 

government, obeying all the laws, regulations and directives of the government as well as 
respecting political leaders. 

 



4. Taking care of government property for the interest and welfare of the people and the 
nation at large. 

5. Service to the nation (as nationalist and patriotic) by defending her at war or any 
aggression. 

6. Checking crimes by aiding the police in finding out criminals, preventing and reporting 
then, and fight against all forms of sabotage to the people and the nation at large, 

7. Helping to select capable and competent political leaders who will be ready to satisfy the 
aspirations of the people as, well as helping the nation to achieve its goals and objections 
by register and vote during the national election. 

It is regretable in Nigeria that many citizens are not responsibility conscious due to ignorance and 
nonchalant attitudes towards national affairs and poor academic level. To support the last fact, Shafritze 
(1988) stated it clearly that the sense of civic responsibilities is a major factor in individual turnout decisions 
which tends to be increased in the people with academic levels. 

No wonder in 1977, new National Policy on Education was introduced in Nigeria with a view to 
place high priority on vocational technical education for the interest of civic responsibilities and 
concomitant national growth and development and educational refers plans. This support for vocational 
technical education is based on the assumption that it is a response to Nigeria's real needs as it will help to 
keep her in line with the global technical advancement for responsibility consciousness which the 
former liberal education of white men could not do. Such education is academic and job oriented with 
dormant and conservative curriculum of 3 R S and little or no emphasis in functional skills as well as actual 
work experience. 

Vocational technical education involves technologies, science, practical skills and knowledge relating 
to occupations such as Agricultural Education, Metal Work Education, Welding Education, Building 
Construction Education, Electricity/Electronics Education, Fine and Applied Arts Education, Business 
Education, Health Education, Home Economics Education, Carpentry Education, Building Wood Education 
and Engineering Education. As the end of the programme it produces the effective, efficient, skilled and 
potentially decision - making manpower who will work for the production, preservation and distribution of 
goods and services in the country. Such manpowers include carpenters, building construction workers; 
Joiners, electricians, auto-mechanics, auto-electronic, panel beaters, welders, Vulcanizers and Fine Artists 
among others. 

In spite of the benefits of vocational technical education yet it is not being given the required 
attention in Nigeria's educational system since its nature, scope, potentials and benefits seen to be 
misunderstood, misinterpreted and underrated by the people as low status education meant for less 
privileged, disadvantaged, drop-outs, mentally and physically retarded as well as social maladjusted. 

There is evidence that vocational technical education is highly neglected in Nigeria since in our 
schools, its programme is very little with very narrow curriculum, limited in quantity as well as ineffective in 
terms of planning and implementation. The other problems which range from improper implementation to 
acceptability are lack of training experts, modern library, textbooks, technical and equipment, shortage of 
qualified teachers, funds workshop assistants and expertise. 

Worse is the fact that it suffered from prejudice since no university in Nigeria includes it in its 
department rather higher premium is placed on liberal education. It is obvious from all indications that 
vocational technical education programme will perform wonderfully well in the area of civic 
responsibilities and concomitant national development if the implementation is effectively planned and 
evaluated by the Federal and State Ministries of Education especially Technical Divisions of these 
ministries. 
 

 

S/N Types of_[nstitutions Types of manpower produce Qualifications 
1 Primary School Pre-vocational! Primary      School      

Leaving Certificate (P. S. L. C) 
2 Vocational School Artisans Federal   Ministry  of Labour 

Trade Test Certificate 
3 Secondary School P re- vocational Secondary School Certificate 

(Technical) 



4 Technical Craftsmen (1)  WAEC (technical) And 
Federal Craft Certificate. (2)  
National Tech Certificate 
(NTC) (3)   WAEC 
(Technical) Advance (4)  
Advance National (Technical) 
Certificate, (ANTC) 

5 Colleges                
of Education (Tech.) 

Technical Teachers N.C. E (Technical) 

6 Polytechnics Technicians (1) O, N . D  
(2) H. N. D 

7 University              
of Science              
And Technology 

Technologists (1) BSc 
(2) M Sc 
(3) PHD 

The above table is the description of the structure of vocational technical education in Nigeria in 
terms of the types of the institutions manpower production by each institution and the various qualification 
at each level. 

As an indispensable aspect of general education, vocational technical education can help a nation to 
achieve its numerous goals for the interest of civic responsibilities in several ways which include: 

Through vocational technical education citizens acquire the manipulative skills, attitudes, basic 
and scientific knowledge as well as work-habit needed for self sacrifice, self efforts, self commitment and 
dedication. 

Vocational technical education prepares people for education requiring applied science, technology 
and commerce for self-realization and self actualization. In this vein, Dugues (1985) stated that through 
vocational technical education nations can gain practical works that can lead to a particular occupation, 
career and, or profession. 

It trains the manpower from the professional category like technologists, craftsmen, artisans, 
engineers and technicians. 

Vocational technical education breeds scholastic workers who have the theoretical 
knowledge, practical skill, industrial experience and pedagogical training to impart their expertise to others 
for continuous nation growth and individual self realization and self-actualization. Combs (1985), 
elaborated this fact by stating that vocational technical education breeds technical teacher educators who are 
at the focal point of the nation's bid to produce appropriate categories of manpower for technical 
development. These people are functioning effectively in the society with the spirit and desire to want to 
know, to want to understand and to want to examine the situations with a view to solving the problem 
therein. 

Uwamieye (1998) stated that vocational technical education prepares youths for employment in 
industries, commerce and other small scale and self-employment enterprises. There is evidence that through 
vocational technical education adults who aspire to upgrade their technical know-how for effective 
employment in specific occupation are provided with the skills, knowledge and attitudes required for that. 
 

Vocational technical education helps to eliminate or reduce the high rate of unemployment among 
school leavers in the country by providing them with the basic skills to function well in the world of work 
and also to be able to contribute his/her quota in the development of the society at large. 

It provides vocational training centres where people are being trained in the appropriate trade under 
academic background. 

It also takes care of adults who are from non-formal educational sectors by inculcating in then the 
vocational skills and attitudes to function effectively in the society. 

Finally, vocational technical education helps to equip the learners with skills that will assist then in 
earning their living a well as in contributing their quota in the development of their families and the society 
at large. 

 



How to Improve Vocational Technical Education for Civic Responsibilities 
The idea of vocational technical education is generally misconstrued and thereby neglected in 

Nigeria's education system. This paper is therefore advocating for the need for more efforts towards it by 
suggesting inter-alia for the effective and meaningful vocational technical education for civic responsibilities. 

The programme must be perfectly planned and implemented for effective performance as well as 
competence so as to engender the spirit and desire to want to know, understand and make objective evaluation 
of situations with a view to solving its problems. To elaborate on this idea, Ajala (1990) added that 
effectiveness through vocational technical education will only come by the competence of the programme. 

Federal and state governments should build a strong foundation for technological 
emancipation of Nigerian citizens by extending the scheme to both primary and post primary schools, adult 
education centres, state colleges of education, polytechnic and universities in the country. 

Further awareness to vocational technical education should be intensified through campaign, talks, 
seminars, workshops, symposium and conferences. Through these, citizens will be made to value and 
appreciate the programme and to ready to welcome it by changing their negative attitude towards it. 

Similarly, there should be regular organisation of refreshers courses, in-service and short-term 
industrial training for the teachers and other staff of vocational technical education to up-date their knowledge 
and skills their duty demanded. 

These should be an incentive by way of remuneration, research grants and practical allowances 
to these teachers and other staff who are the back-bone of the programme. 

The curriculum should be made functional which must aim at actual work-experience programme 
as supplemental to classroom works to ensure adequate provision of sound laboratory experience to the 
students. 

Universities should create technical departments where special consideration will be given to 
technical students during admission. Both secondary and technical students should be given the same 
treatment in all areas that require academics. The report from National Board for Technical Education (N B T 
E) revealed that the holders of HND performed better in the professional examination. 

Enterprenenaral trading should be made part of the activities in the vocational technical education 
programmes as this will prepare the students for self-reliance by inculcating in them the entrepreneurial 
skills and professional competence required for increasing the Gross Domestic Product (G D P) of the 
country. 

One thing that is quite clear in Nigeria's education programme is lack of clear policy. This can only 
be achieved if Nigeria knows what she needs as a nation and be ready to work towards that. In fact our 
technical vocational education programme should be planned to give special thought to the national 
problems, aspirations, cultures and mores of the society. 

Governments (Federal and State) should make funds available to technical schools in order to in 
finance technical practicals, excursions, field trips, purchase of laboratory tools and equipment for teaching 
technical practicals and the maintenance of technical teachers and resource persons for the proper 
development of the programme. 
 

Technical schools and industries in the country should always co-operate in the areas of curriculum 
development and innovation, staff training and absorption, research projects, programme supervision, 
material resources, and periodic inspection. 

Conclusion 
This paper has x-rayed the of status vocational technical education through which it revealed some 

problems that hinder the implementation of the programme in Nigeria, with a view to emphasising for 
special attention in the education policy and system. 

Highlighted also were the advantages of this laudable education programme to individuals in 
particular and to the nation at large for the interest of civic responsibilities. 

Finally, some suggestion were made as per how to improve vocational technical education for the 
interest of civic responsibilities in particular and to the national growth and development in general. 
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