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ABSTRACT 
Many nations in history used education lo achieve political, economic and socio- 
cultural objectives. To buttress this assertion, some States/Nations in history were 
examined to see how they tried to solve their problems through their educational 
system. The N. P. E. (1981) was reviewed to identify relevant policy proposals for 
achieving sustainable democracy and political stability. The review uncovered 
some lapses which were addressed in the paper as "The Unfinished Business". In 
the Unfinished Business it is recommended among others that the study of Civics or 
Social Studies and Nigerian Languages other than one's own should be made 
compulsory up to the University; training of teachers in Colleges of Education for 
the language policy should be readdressed and Political Socialization should be 
taught as a course in Schools and Colleges. The paper was concluded by saying that 
what Nigeria needs now more than ever before is an over- riding ideology and good 
leadership that will help to eradicate the divisions that exist among various ethnic 
groups in the society thereby bringing about the much longed for sustainable 
democracy and political stability. 

INTRODUCTION 
The National Policy on Education (N P E) is a declaration of intention of the Federal Government with the 

necessary means of achieving them. The national intention to make Nigeria free, just and democratic society, a 
land full of opportunities for all its citizens, able to generate a great and dynamic economy and growing into a 
united, strong and self reliant nation cannot be over- emphasized. The achievement of these noble objectives can 
only be possible through purposeful education. This is more compelling now that Nigeria has just emerged from a 
dictatorial military era to an elected civilian government, The question is, how can Nigeria achieve sustainable 
democracy and political stability? It is one thing to say we have achieved democracy and it is another thing to 
sustain it. This fear is justifiable if antecedent is anything to go by. 

Nigeria has a history of disunity, ethnic disharmony, democratic and political instability and military 
adventurism which has stagnated her since independence. Till date Nigeria is still searching for solution to these 
problems. All nations in history have always tried to use education to achieve political, economic and socio- 
cultural well-being. Whether the form of government in mind is capitalism, socialism or communism or fascism, 
etc. education plays a potent part in achieving it. For instance, in the 16th century, Machievelli called education an 
instrument of furthering national interest. Higher Education, he said, should provide the state with ruling elite that 
it needs for its wise administration. 

Adolf Hitler of Germany in his Mem Kampf declared that education should cultivate in the young an 
emotional and intellectual commitment to the ideal of racial purity. This ideal gave the Nationalist Socialist 
School its three main goals-to develop the body, to train the character and to educate the intellect in that order. 
All children received an extended elementary and technical schooling, while the elite were prepared for 
leadership in special boarding school run by the National Socialist Party. In this way, the school sought to form a 
German Character marked by Patriotism, courage and discipline. It therefore emphasized the study of German 
History and the great men who made it. 

In ancient Gzeece, the Spartans were always a minority in their territory, and in order to retain their 
positions as the dominant race they had to be strong militarily. Their principal aim, therefore was military 
efficiency and their education was designed to promote soldierly qualities such as courage and obedience. 



Physical fitness was the paramount objective. 
Athens was concerned about defence, but the Athenians had a very different attitude towards life, and 

this was reflected in their education. Their boys were prepared for peace as well as for war, and wisdom was 
expected from them as well as courage. Their aim in education was to rear well balanced individuals, 
physically sound and intellectually alert with a moderate outlook on affairs (Cookey, 1972: XXI I I ) .  

In 1957, Russia launched the first space- ship, "Sputnik" into orbit. Suddenly the United States realized 
that her country was lagging behind Russia in the field of Mathematics and the Physical Sciences. This 
realization was at once reflected in the curricula of schools and colleges. Activities were intensified in these 
fields and the syllabuses for these subjects were critically examined and new methods for teaching them 
were devised (Cookey, 1972: XXIV). Today America is a leading nation in all spheres of space discovery 
and science. 

The thrust of this paper is to examine some policy proposals as enshrined in the National Policy on 
Education vis-a-vis the achievement of sustainable democracy and political stability. 

Policy Objectives of the 1981 National Policy on Education 
A review of the relevant policy requirements for achieving sustainable democracy and political 

stability in Nigeria is undertaken below: 
In Section 2 of the National Policy on Education, one of the purposes of Pre-Primary Education should 
be: 
"Teaching co- operation and team spirit: (N. P. E., 191: 10 sect. 2 Para, 10 p). 
In Section 3 of the same document, two of the general objectives of Primary Education are: (i)    

"Citizenship education as a basis for effective participation in and contribution to the life of the society; (ii)   
Character and moral training and the development of sound attitudes" ((N. P. E., 1981:12 Sect. 3 Para. 14). 
In Section 4 of the National Policy on Education, 1981 one of the broad aims of Secondary Education 
within the overall national objectives is: 

"Preparation for useful living within the society" In specific terms the secondary school should: (i)     
raise a generation of people who can think for themselves, respect the views and feelings of others, respect 
the 

dignity of labour, and appreciate those values specified under our broad national aims, and live as good 
citizens; (ii) foster Nigerian unity with emphasis on common ties that unite us in our diversity" (N. P. E, 
12981: 16 Sect. 

4, Para. 18). In Section 7 one of the objectives of Adult and Continuing 
Education should be: 

"to give the adult citizens of the country necessary aesthetic, cultural and civic education for public 
enlightenment" (N. P. E., 1981:32, Sect. , Para. 52). Curricular Proposals of the N. P. E., 1981. 

In order to achieve sustainable democracy and political stability the following curricular proposals are 
made: At the Pre-Primary School Level 

"The medium of instruction will be principally the mother tongue or the language of the immediate 
community; and to this end will: 
(a)    develop the orthography for many more Nigerian languages, and fb)    
produce text- books in Nigerian languages" (N. P. E., 1981: 10 Sect. 2 Para. 11). 

At the Primary School Level: 
(a)    "..., the study of the social norms and values of the local community and of the country as a whole 
through civics and social studies..., moral and religious education...", On language the Policy states:- 

"Government will see to it that the medium of instruction in the primary school is initially the 
mother-tongue or the language of the immediate community and, at later stages, English" (N. P. E. 1981: 
13 Sect. 2 Para. 15), To carry out these auricular activities, government will: 



"Conduct a documentation of the social norms of various communities and the distribution of the results 
through the Ministry of Education and Information. Government will also encourage by various means, 
inter State visits and school excursions". 
For improving the teaching of moral and religious education, the policy states that: 
"government will ensure, through the various State Ministries of Education, the production of a suitable 
curriculum for the training of teachers for the subjects". 
With respect to Civics, government will "Ensure that a conscious effort is made to teach the tenets of good 
citizenship at all levels of education and in every discipline, (N. P. E., 1981:13 Sect. 3 Para 15.) At the 
Secondary School Level 

at the Junior Secondary School level, the core subjects include: 
Nigerian languages 
Social Studies 
Religious and Moral Instruction 
English Language. At the Senior Secondary School 

Level the core subjects include: 
English 
One Nigerian Language 
History and Geography (N P E: 1981 Sect 4.4 Para. 19). 

According to the policy inter- state exchange visits of students will be encouraged. Moral and religious 
instruction will be taught in schools through: 
(a) the study of biographies of great people, Nigerians as well as non-Nigerians. 
(b) Studies and practices of religion. The mere memorization of creeds and facts from the holy books is not 
enough. 
(c) encouraging students to participate in those activities which will foster personal discipline and 

character train 
ing; and 

(d) role playing (N P E, 1981:18 Sect. 4, Para. 26). 
For Adult and Non-Formal Education 

Section 7 of the policy document states that: 
"in character and content all mass literacy programmes will be adapted in each case to local cultural and 
Sociological Conditions and each will also contain basic civic instruction aimed at generating qualities of 
good citizenship and active involvement by all in the national development process..." (N P E., 1981: 32 
Sect, 7 Para. 52 (3). 

Policy on Education for All 
The Federal Government recognizes the importance of education for national development and has 

therefore made some significant policies that will lead to mass education of her citizens. 

At the Primary School Level. 
Section 3 of the N P E. 1981 states: 
"Government has made Primary Education free and universal by implementing the U.P.E. scheme in 

September, 1976 and proposes to make it compulsory as soon as possible". 
"Government will do everything possible to discourage the incidence of drop- outs at the primary 

level of education where, however, this does not occur, provision will be made in the context of adult and 
nonformal education to enable such drop- outs to resume their education later on" (N P E. 1981:15, Sect. 3, 
Para. 15). At the Secondary School Level. 

The policy statement is that 
"Government will cater for drop- outs and those who cannot get access to formal education by 



providing opportunities for self education, e.g. in the form of correspondence courses, radio and televisions, 
evening and holiday courses" (N P E, 1981:21 Sect. 4, Para. 27). 

At the Adult and Non-Formal Education Level. 
The policy states that: 
"In order to eliminate mass illiteracy within the shortest possible time, an extensive nation- wide 

literacy campaign will be launched as a matter of priority and as a new all-out effort on adult literacy 
programmes throughout the country. The mass literacy campaign will be planned with a limited duration 
often years during which all available resources will be mobilized towards the achievement of the total 
eradication of illiteracy" (N P E., 1981: 32, Sect. 7, Para. 52). 

The Unfinished Business 
Having reviewed the relevant policy statements on achieveing sustainable democracy national unity 

and political stability in the country, there are still more the Federal Government should do to complete the 
business. 
1. For a heterogenous society like ours there is need to foster unity. Hansford et, al. (1976) reported that 

Nigeria 
has 394 different languages. The study of Nigerian languages other than one's own should be pursued 
with 
greater vigour because of its strategic importance in fostering an understanding of the things that unite us 
in our 
diversity and these are many. This writer will therefore recommend that the study of Nigeria 
languages other 
then one's own should be made compulsory up to the university irrespective of the subject one is 
offering. 

2. The training of teachers for the implementation of the country's language policy should be readdressed. 
This is 
one area where immediate action is needed and which is of particular relevance to the country's 
Colleges of 
Education. Yoloye(1986:18) observed that the level at which the study of two Nigerian languages is 
compulsory 
is at the junior secondary school level. That is also the level at which most of the N. C. E. teachers 
which the 
Colleges of Education produce will be teaching. It therefore seems most appropriate that we must first 
tackle the 
problems of producing adequate teachers of the Nigerian languages especially the three major 
languages iden 
tified in the policy. This discussant totally agrees with Yoloye because Colleges of Education in the 
country have 
not been properly prepared and addressed for this all important task of producing adequate and 
competent 
teachers of Nigerian languages. 

3. Subjects like Civics or Social Studies should not only be made compulsory at all levels of our 
educational 
system, it should be taught as an active subject. According to Ali (1997:7) compulsory courses in 
Civics or 
Social Studies will provide useful forum of discussion about corruption, fraud, democracy, etc. and 
make the 



students aware of them and the problems they cause. 
4. Government should encourage indigenous writers to produce books that are relevant to our local 

experience. 
The era of teaching History, English Literature and Geography from foreign perspective should be 
discouraged. 
Every citizen according to Lewis (1969:302) should have sufficient knowledge and understanding 
of his 
country and its people to be able to show sympathy and understanding of local problems and to 
appreciate the richness that is to be derived from the diversity of tradition, culture and crafts which the 
different communities have to offer. 

5. Political Socialization should be taught in schools in the same way as courses like Population 
Education, 
Family-Life Education, etc. are taught now. There should be conscious effort made to inculcate in our 
children 
certain political attitudes and values towards - the nation, the government, the law, political 
participation and 
party system. It is the belief of this writer that citizens are made and not born. 

6. The leadership of this country should demonstrate impeccable qualities that would build trust and 
loyalty in the 
people. When this is done he then demonstrates boldness and ruthlessness in his approach towards 
achieving 
the much desired sustainable democracy and political stability. Bad leadership noted Udoh (1988) has 
plagued 
Nigeria for the past twenty-five years. Bad leadership has created the mistrust, the social distance 
among the 
various ethnic groups and has reduced the capacity of the masses for collective action. 

CONCLUSION 
Democracy in Nigeria must be defined in the context of Nigerian development, what is needed is an over- 

riding ideology and good leadership. For any meaningful progress, the masses must be united and this is done 
through an articulated ideology. In the words of Udoh (1988), it is through such articulated ideology that 
"the masses are led to identify a common interest and all efforts are geared to achieve that interest in order 
to build a better society". It is such an ideology that will help to eradicate the divisions that exist among the 
various ethnic groups in the society, a division creating impediments towards achieving sustainable 
democracy and political stability in the country. 

REFERENCES 
Ali, A. A. (1997), Nigerian Education and The Challenges of the Twenty-First Century. A Lecture Delivered at 
the 

13th Convocation Ceremony of the F. C. E., Okene, Kogi State. Cookey, S. J. (1972) "The Need to 
Review the Purpose of Education in Present Day Nigeria" in Adaralegbe, A. (ed): 

A Philosophy for Nigerian Education. A keynote Address at the National Curriculum Conference 
(NERC) 
Hansford, K., Bendor- Samuel, J. and Stanford, R. (1976). Studies in Nigerian Languages; NO. 5, 
Anlndex 
Nigerian Languages. Lewis, L. J. (1972) "Towards a Curriculum Development Policy" in 

Adaralegbe, A. (ed):   A Philosophy for 
Nigerian Education. A Report of the National Curriculum Conference, NERC. N.E.R.C. (1981) 



National 
Policy on Education. Lagos: NERC Press Sofolahan, A. (1987) "Curriculum Implementation 

in Nigeria" in Education Today. A Quarterly Journal 
of the F. M. E. Vol. l,No. 1. Udoh, S. U. (1988) "Relevance in Nigerian Education: A Myth or 

Reality" in Etim, J. and Onwuchekwe, A. (eds): 
Relevance in Nigerian Education: Patterns, Approaches and Strategies.  Ibadan: University 

Press. Yoloye, E. A. (1986),  The Language Policy as Stated in the N P E Address delivered on the 
Occasion 

of the graduation ceremony of the F. C. E., Okene. 
 

 

 


