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ABSTRACT: 

Religion is often seen as the basic element upon which the present day society 
flourishes. That is, without religion the society will not move forward. No wonder 
some scholars find it difficult to say which one is a better factor that the 
comtemparary pluralistic society could consider it important for her effective take 
off, with regards to the co-existence of people with different beliefs. This paper 
therefore, dwells on religion as a total way of life, politics in religion and the role 
of religion, in achieving sustainable democracy and political stability. It further 
discuses the need for curricular review. The paper finally proffers some useful 
recommendations. 

INTRODUCTION: 
There are many definitions of the word Education as there are authors or writers however for all the 

definitions there exists a point of convergence. Adedeji G. M. (undated: 6) defines education as a sum total of 
the development of an individual's mental, social and emotional well- being" Through the process of education 
an individual learns the way of Life, including general knowledge skills and values of the society so that he 
can function effectively. 

The National Policy on Education (Revised 1981) stated that the philosophy of the national 
objectives is that education is recognized as the greatest force that can be used to foster national unity and to 
correct the imbalance in different parts of the country. Education is also the greatest investment that can make 
for the quick development of the economic, political, sociological, spiritual and human resources of the 
country. What, then is the purpose of education? Education is not end in itself but a means to an end, 
particularly a means to life's ultimate objectives. It is for life and for living. 

On the basis of the above it is clear that the philosophy of Nigerian education is to serve the Nigerian 
nation in all its ramifications. Consequently, in this country education has been and is used to serve the 
following ends: education for national unity, integration and stability Education can also be used for social 
stability and progress, self actualization manpower development, economic growth, political socialization and 
for social mobilisation, socio- economic political, and cultural change. Moral philosophy in line with 
national campaign for ethical revolution and reorientation is being introduced into our educational system. 
The Centre for Democratic Studies Kano, is also an effort to use education to teach the rudiments of 
democratic norms. But the question is does the nation achieved all these? Nigeria should embark on strong 
campaign for ethical revolution through religion. With this individuals would be educated and God fearing so 
as to use their education as a means of solving the diverse and complex problems facing the nation, bringing 
meaningful changes and thus contributing positively to its total progress. 

RELIGION - A COMPLETE WAY OF LIFE 
Hornby (1974) defined religion as a belief in the existence of God the creator and controller of the 

Universe" This means a unified system of belief and practices related to a total out look on life and conduct 
on conviction that a supreme Being exists. Religion reinforces the collective conscience, for instance, the 
worship in society strengthens the values and moral belief which form the basis of social life. In worshiping 
however men are in effect recognising the importance of the social group and this promotes social solidarity. 
These social groups come together in religious rituals. Together its members express their faith in common 
values and beliefs. And in this highly charged atmosphere of collective worship, the intergration of society is 
strengthened. As the members express, communicate and comprehend the moral bonds which unite them. 

Religious belief provide guidelines for human actions and standards against which man's conduct 
can be evaluated in the society. That is it provides man with general guidelines for good conduct. AH (1999) 
stated that by 



establishing general principles and moral beliefs religion helps to provide the consensus that are necessary for order 
and total stability in the country, Nigeria." 

Morality develops a system of duties out of human nature and our relationship to the universe, it 
commands and forbids actions with unlimited authourity. Ali (1999) quoted Nwala (1985) to have ascertained that 
"moral values refer to those things in human character, conduct and social relations which we judge as good or 
bad, right or wrong, progress and reaction, noble and ignoble". It is on the basis of these moral values and 
standards of behaviour that evaluations of the leaders and the led are made. Effective leadership therefore depends to 
a large extent on how the moral values have been ingrained and standard of behaviour exhibited by the leaders in 
the governance of the society. And to that extent how the followership are going to respond to the engineering of 
nation building. Intially and spontaneously man's ability to discriminate among different goods presented to him is 
self centerd in the sense that he neglects order and fail to allow the influence of reason to establish a due proportion 
among options. Such drives in man are self-preservation, self- promotion, self- satisfaction, have deep 
psychological root that pervade all his actions. The natural law sees humans as created to play a part in a divinely 
ordained community which expresses God's glory but morality is the teacher, the ultimate indicator of the most 
essential steps that we must take so that an orderly society may exist and flourish. Morality is the emergence within 
us of a distinct way of looking at life, interpreting issues, directing attitudes and evaluating actions. 

Living in a pluralistic society like Nigeria calls for learning to work together in a kind of society that all can 
judge in a way that can enhance their own self-worth, self-esteem and self-realisation at their deepest levels. God 
urges the Muslims to treat the non-Muslims kindly and to show righteousness and justice to them. He says: "God 
forbids you not, with regard to those who fight you not in the question of faith, nor drive you out your homes, from 
dealing kindly and justly with them. For God loves those who are just." (Q. Surah Al- Mumtahanh, Verse 8). 

POLITICS IN RELIGION. 
Hornby (1974) defined politics as" the science or art of government". Government is power to govern. 

This indicate that state is an organized political community with its apparatus of government. 
All modern conceptions of state have one thing in common; material benefits have so obsessed the views 

of the civilized world that God and religion have been relegated to the corner of oblivion and the higher values of 
life are utterly neglected . Every state must necessarily be invested with power, with which it may stop aggression 
and protect the weak, dealing out fair justice to all. AH (undated: 625). On the other hand materialistic outlook on life 
has made man more unscrupulous in the use of his power against fellow man and with advancement in the 
conquest of nature the conquest of self, which alone serves as a check on the tyranny of men against man has been 
retarded and thrown to the background. It is to remedy this that religion required the resting of state authority in 
the hands of man who are God fearing before all. A head of state should consider himself responsible to God in 
the first place for the exercise of his temporal authority. 

Religion seeks for a responsible government a government by man who realises that above all other things 
they are responsible to God for every thing they old. "God commands you to make over (positions of) trust to those 
worthy of them" (Q, 4: 58 ). the people's responsibility to the state is to respect its laws and obey its orders as long 
as they do not involve disobedience to God. 

In fact, there is no standing of religion without politics. Therefore to achieve sustainable democracy and 
political stability in the country moral values are essential. 

THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN a DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT 
Government which encourages and allows rights of citizenship such as freedom of speech, religion and 

association, the assertion of the rule of law, majority rule, accompanied by respect for the rights of minorities is said 
to be a democratic government. The democracy built on moral philosophy involves considerable change in 
attitudes social 
norms and values. 

All (1999) quoted Bowyer (1975) that "the greatness of Nigeria lies not in the number of oil wells we 
have nor in the size of Army etc. But it liesn each and every Nigerian accepting the moral code of behaviour 
imposed by his religion and acting accordingly." Along this line both Islam and Christianity consider the 
following as the bed- rock of democratic government. 



1. Character building - good laws could benefit humanity only when they were worked out by man 
standing on 
a high moral plane. 

2. Social conduct, good morals and good manners are the test of a man's excellence. 
3. The home is the unit of human society and the human happiness and stability of the society 

depends-to a 
large extent on the stability of the home and the happiness which prevails in it. 

4. Unity and brotherhood of all mankind is a fundamental conception in religion. 
5. Religion places great emphasis on the necessity for hard work and the dignity of labour. The 

principle was 
laid down in the earliest revelations in unequivocal terms that no one who does not work should hope 
to reap 
any fruit and that the worker should have his full reward. 

NEED FORCURRICULARREVIEW IN NIGERIA 
Education is a very delicate process and those who handle it must do so with an awareness of this 

fact and readiness to improvise, modify and utilize a variety of approaches to make the process worth while 
and lasting. They should get the maximum value from variety. With all that now stares us in the face from 
educational institutions, our country Nigeria needs to move out of the groove of imported educational 
policy1 to introduce more variety into the accepted forms of western education. For it has to be more practical, 
more relevant and more diversified. For it is only then that we will be able to cope with discipline and 
effective learning in our institutions. 

The nation needs to review its educational curricula so that a favourable climate may be created for 
preparing future generations to learn its beliefs accept them, defend them, and become zealous for them and for 
the worship of God in accordance with the commands He revealed. 

The rejuvenation and modernization of the curricula of religious studies can be accomplished only 
if the syllabuses are enriched with the new courses such as comparative religion, comparative jurisprudence 
etc. With this, a further improvement on understanding can be realised by the two religions in the country - 
Islam and Christianity, which enhance or promote national unity and integration as emphasized in the 
National Policy on Education ( 1981 ) that" a united, strong and self reliant nation" should be one of the five 
main national objectives. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
It has been observed that lack of sustainable democracy and political stability is a problem of nation 

building in Nigeria and it has been pointed out that leadership demands not only exemplary behaviour but 
obedience of the moral codes of the society. Therefore, this paper recommends: 
1. Appeal to the moral conscience of Nigerian leaders to think less of self by placing the society above 

their 
personal ego. 

2. All secondary organisations in socialization should teach high moral standards and emphasise the 
need to 
establish the society on truth and honesty, equality, social justice and fair plays. 

3. Institutions of learning to produce very good spiritually enlightened citizens who are not only 
conscious of 
their religious duties but also of their civic and social responsibilities. 

4. Teachers should possess the right quality in teaching religious studies. 
5. Government should give all its necessary support to make sure that comparative studies as a 

discipline is 
taught every where in the country. 
 

 



CONCLUSION 
The paper looked at the role of religion in nation building through a democratic and stable government. 

If leaders are leading well automatically the followers too will follow well. Since moral education is purposeful 
and the leaders embrace and practice the moral ethics of the society, sustainable democracy and political stability 
will be achieved. 

Citizens must aim at being morally mature persons who are not only socially and morally trained but 
who specifically individuals who can recognise a moral point of view, who can critically establish reasons for taking 
definite lines of action, who can evaluate another point of view and who are willing to act according to reasons 
they accept indicating their own point of view and who are willing to act according to reasons they accepts 
indicating their own point of views to utilize the undoubted benefits of modenisation, in order to bring about good 
democracy and political stability for the nation's development. 
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