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Abstract 
Education, be it formal or informal, is a sine-qua-non in the development of 
any human society. A cursory look at our society today, definitely reveals 
that there are more than enough trouble in the Pandora's box of this nation. It 
is not hyperbolic to say that many things have gone wrong and there is a kind 
of decay pervading the social, political, religious economic and cultural aspects 
of our life. This is a Herculean task for both the government and individuals to 
surmount. Hence the need to re-examine and eventually fall back on our 
education. It serves as the bedrock and the springboard for development in all 
ramifications of human endeavours. Therefore the thrust of this paper is an 
examination of the importance of women education in economic and social 
reconstruction. 

Introduction 
Learning, an intimate aspect of education is a continuous process in the life of a human being. 

Man, being a social animal becomes integrated into the society through his daily interaction with his 
fellow human beings. This is to say that no man is an island. 

hi the process of leaning and interacting with others, socialization takes place in the society. In 
any human society, there are certain agents of socialization among which are: the family (home) the 
church, the mass media and the voluntary agencies (Akinseye, 1999). All the aforementioned 
agencies not withstanding, the school acts as the most rewarding agency for socialization in any 
human society, hence the concept of what is today called formal education. Schools are formal 
institutions established by the society for educating the members of the society in the selected and 
accepted ways of life of the people in the society (Akinseye, 1999). 

The theme of this conference is "Education as a Means of Economic and Social 
Reconstruction". In this paper therefore, we shall discuss the importance of women education in 
economic and social reconstruction. For a better understanding of the participants, we shall present 
the paper thus, brief examination on the concept of education, women and education and the status 
quo. Finally, we shall discuss the importance of women education in economic and social 
reconstruction. 

The above view has received critical comments on what education is and of course the 
relationship between education and society. Durkheim pre-plans a kind of deterministic view on 
education when we expect that there should be a kind of close interaction between education and 
society so that education can change society for the better. 

From the foregoing, we can deduce that: 
1. Education centres on the overall development of the individual.  It therefore, focuses on the 

cognitive, affective and psychomotor domains. 
2. Education is a continuous process. Hence, the saying that human beings continue to learn till 

death. 
The first deduction above is of relevance to what are discussing in this paper. That is, if an 

individual is found wanting in the discharge of his responsibilities, then we should turn to our 
education and see the extent to which it can improve him on both economic and social aspects as well as 
other spheres of human endeavours. 

It is no news again to say that for many years women all over the world were 
neglected and relegated to the background in all works of life, education inclusive. However, for the 
purpose of clarity and understanding, we want to make reference to some instances of such 
discriminatory practices. 

According to Marilyn Young (1973:214) For thousands of years, China was 
a male-centred patriarchal  society.  Women were  regarded  as  
useless 

Economically. They were disqualified by sex from formal schooling and 
had no access to position of political power. 



The quotation above spells out three areas of human endeavours in which women were 
discriminated against - economic, politics and of course education. 

Virginia Woolf (1979:44) corroborates the above quotation in her writing of the 
development of the twentieth century novel: 
The history of England is the history of the male line, not of the female. Of our fathers we know always some fact, 
some distinction. They were soldiers or law. But of our mothers, our grandmothers, what remains? Nothing 
but a tradition. One was beautiful, one was haired, one was kissed by a Queen. We know nothing of them except 
their names and the dates of their marriages and the number of children they bore (P. 44). 

The quotation above reiterates the discrimination against women. All these affected the 
overall development of the women. In Africa, the story is the same or even worse. The colonial 
masters who exposed Africans to Western education also acted as the enemies of the women in 
acquiring education. According to Carole Boyce Davies in Olaluwoye (1995:9) 

The selection of males for formal education was fostered by the colonial 
institution which made specific choices in educating male and female. Then 
too, the sex role conditions common to any African societies supported the 
notion that Western Education was a barrier to a woman's role as wife and 
mother and an impediment to her success in these traditional modes of 
acquiring status. With few exceptions, girls were kept away from formal and 
especially higher education. 

All the aforementioned references attested to the fact that the education of women in the past 
was nothing to write home about. Today however, the ratio of girls in our schools vis-a-vis the boys, 
has improved considerably when compared to what it was some years ago. We appreciate here the 
efforts of UNESCO for the various enlightenment programmes on the importance of education to all 
human beings. 

Importance of Women Education in Economic and Social Reconstruction: 
For any meaningful reconstruction to take place in any country, education must be accorded its 

place of priority in all facets of life. Therefore, the importance of women education in economic and 
social reconstruction in Nigeria cannot be over-emphasized. 

The axiom which says educate a man and you education just a nation but educate a woman, 
you educate the world becomes relevant. Akorede (1996) noted keenly that it is only when we 
educate women that their hidden talents will be manifested. They are the first teachers of the 
children; consequently they should be armed with the necessary skills. Thus we realize how much a 
nation stands to gain economically and socially in educating her women. The youths are leaders of 
tomorrow and their first vital contact in life comes through the women. 

If a woman is properly educated she will in turn bring up the children in a way that they will be 
useful in all aspects of life especially in economic and social aspects. Oresile (1998) authenticates the 
above view: It is when a woman is educated that she will be concerned about the education of her 
children. The women's intellectual training should not be taken with levity if we are to have all round 
development in the reconstruction of our economy and the social aspect of our life. 

According to UNESCO (1975) the world population is about 4.5 billion and more than half of 
it are women. Therefore if a country fails to educate her women, it is tantamount to digging her grave 
economically and socially and even in all spheres of life. Kisembo (1977) emphasized that educating a 
women means liberating her from her long accepted kitchen chores. If our women are educated, they 
would know what their positions are no longer permanently in the kitchen as they were made to believe. 
The more the number of educated women we have, the better for the economy. They will be able to 
contribute their quota to the economic activities which will in turn bring about fulfilled social life. It is 
a known fact that economy and social activities are diametrically interdependent: the success of one 
has effects on the other. 

Education promotes the image of women which had long been battered due to myriad of 
problems such as lack of formal education, cultural restrictions, religious dogmatism and so on. For 

instance, education is an indispensable factor in improving social importance of marriage. Okereke 
(1994) describes marriage as the highest point of a girl's life. Rather than being an institution of joy it 
becomes a source of unending trauma. 

Economic and social reconstruction may be a mirage in a country where marriage institution is 
not given its deserved position. A woman who is not happy at home may not he happy at work and this 
will affect her economic activities throughout that day. This in turn will affect her social interaction. 
Therefore, the women should be educated so that they can competently cope with the ups and downs of 



marital life. 
The United Nations Organisation since 1975, has revealed many findings of valuable assets 

about women which are worthwhile and should be considered if any meaningful programmes are to 
be achieved, especially the third world countries.    These valuable facts, inter alia, include the  
following as put by Egunjobi (1991). 
i. Women head up to 30% of the world's household 
ii. Women head between 25 to 66% of rural households worldwide, 
iii.        Women contribute two-thirds of world's working hours 
iv.         Women grow 50% of world food; but 
v. Women receive only one-tenth of world's total income. 

The above facts revealed that the women are able to carry out some of the assignments 
successfully because of education. 

Conclusion: 
Education has served and will continue to serve as an agent of socialization of individuals in 

human society. Considering the invaluable importance of women in the development of any country or 
in the reconstruction of damaged values, the women education must be given a rapt attention. We have 
examined in this paper the importance of women education in economic and social reconstruction. 
To achieve this, we examined the concept of education and then went on a retrospective drive of 
women education and the status quo. 

Finally, specific areas in which women education is useful and will continue to be relevant are 
highlighted. It is noted that any country that wants to overhaul her economic and social life must give 
credence to women education. Education remains a sine-qua-non aspect of any nation and that of 
women in particular in the realm of economic and social reconstruction must not be underestimated just as 
highlighted and elucidated above. 
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