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Abstract 
This study's focus is on the role of Social Studies in civic responsibility. The paper defined 
civic responsibility. It further pointed at the negative attitude of Nigerian citizens towards 
civic responsibility. It examined the relationship between social studies and civic responsibility 
and expounded the role Social Studies Education can play to assist Nigerian citizens to 
perform their civic obligations effectively. Recommendations were also advanced to help 
reduce the negative attitude of Nigerians towards civic responsibilities or obligations.  
 
Introduction 

In Nigeria and in other nations of the world, citizenship confers certain legal rights and duties 
on the individual, The Nigerian Constitution of 1999, chapter IV, section 30 - 42 spelt out clearly the 
rights and duties of individuals. 

The duties imposed on individuals are also referred to as responsibilities, obligations or 
attitudes. They are positive acts imposed on persons within a political or social system, legally or 
morally aimed at the ultimate good of the state and its human constituents. Civic obligations or 
responsibilities are correlative to legal right, the two concepts must therefore enjoy equal emphasis. 

God commanded every citizen to perform his/her civic obligations and even pronounced 
judgment on defaulters. Examples of such Bible verses are advanced below. 
Ezra 7:26 If anyone disobeys the law's of your God or laws of the empire, he is to be punished 
promptly by death or by exile or by confiscation of his property or by imprisonment. Romans 13:1     
Every one must obey the state authorities, because no authority exist without God's permission and the 
existing authorities have been put there by God. 
Titus 3:1 Remind your people to submit to rulers and authorities, to obey them and be ready to 
do good in every way. 
Matt. 17:27 Jesus said; but we don't want to offend these people, so go to the lake and drop in a 
line. Pull up the first fish you hook, and in its mouth, you will find a coin worth enough for my 
temple tax and yours. Take it and pay them our taxes. 

Mezieobi (1992) states that civic responsibilities are not only exercising a franchise and 
paying of tax. It includes disciplined social habits, improved sanitary conditions such that streets are 
kept free from litter, rubbish or garbage, a habit of self - reliance, a habit of obedience to the laws, a 
tradition against abuse of office or power, a tradition of respect for the liberty of the individual, a 
feeling of patriotism and respect for national interest, a habit or tradition or probity in public affairs, a 
sense of commitment to the constitution as an inviolable law, a democratic spirit, assisting in 
promoting the name and image of the country, defending the country during emergencies, ensuring 
order in a political system, protecting and safe guarding public property, being in the vanguard against 
the waste of public funds via misappropriation and squandering, contributing positively to the 
development, progress and well being of the community to which one is domiciled, showing 
commitment to the government of the day and the nation, rendering of national service when required to 
do so, participating in and defending all the democratic processes and practices, showing 
commitment and dedication in any legal vocation in which one finds oneself as well as abstaining 
from activities that are not in the interest of other citizens and the country at large, assisting 
appropriate and lawful agencies in the maintenance of law and order and honestly declaring one's 
assets to the appropriate and lawful agencies when the need arises or when called upon to do so. 

Having given an elaborate enumeration of civic responsibilities or obligations, the questions 
one should ask himself/herself is how have 1 performed in this area? 

The Attitude of Nigerian Citizens Towards Civic Responsibility 
There is a relationship between the state and its citizens. The individual surrenders to the 

jurisdiction of the state in order to benefit from and enjoy the collective support and the state's 

 

protection of his fundamental rights.    The state in turn expects the individual to hold certain 
responsibilities or obligations towards it, to enable it function effectively. 

Unfortunately citizens of Nigeria want to promote and enforce the fundamental and legal rights 



in utter neglect of civic obligations or responsibilities which are supposedly fundamental and basic to the 
survival of the nation, much the same way fundamental liberties are essential to existence of an individual in 
the state. 

Nigerians are yet to appreciate the fact that respect for civic responsibility is a fundamental index 
of citizenship, hence the nefarious attempts by the citizens to sabotage the efforts of government at 
enforcing it, without realizing that it is a joint enterprise of government and the governed. These acts of 
sabotage manifest in the form of corruption in all its ramifications. They include indiscipline, 
lawlessness, religious bigotry, tax evasion, intolerance, negative attitude to public property and 
institutions, vandalization of public equipment, election malpractices and nepotism. 

The government has also failed to implement the legal side of civic obligations. A culture of its 
non observance have persisted. For instance the various tax laws and prescription of penalty for tax 
evasion have failed. The only groups of people who are faithful in paying their taxes are the civil servants. At 
times the rate of tax paid by them are on the high side, as a result, it hinders them from fulfilling their 
domestic obligations to their families. The other groups who are more in number are the businessmen and 
women and local traders who evade the payment of tax, yet the government does nothing to make them 
perform their duties. 

In Nigeria also, electoral law is set to succeed in checking electoral malpractices or election 
offences. The correction of such a negative situation in Nigeria is visible, though it might take some time. 
One of the vehicles for such a transformation is Social Studies Education. 

Social Studies and Civic Responsibility 
Social Studies is a problem solving or issue based discipline. It is an avenue for providing young 

people with a feeling of hope in the future and confidence in their ability to solve social and environmental 
problems. 

To fully comprehend its role, it is necessary to look at some of its definitions. 
Obemeata, Ogugua, Agu & Laoscbikan (1981) defined social studies as a study of how man 

influences, and is in turn influenced by his physical, social, political, religious, economic, 
psychological, cultural, scientific and technological environment. 

Mansaray (1984) defines Social Studies as the study of the interactions between man and his 
physical and social environment, of the problem and issues posed by these interactions and the ways by 
which man seeks solutions and clarification to them... Social Studies is an attempt to study the totality of 
man's existence on earth. 

Okobiah (1986) stated that Social Studies by understanding human relationship, aims at 
producing citizens with skills, competencies, moral values and reasoned judgment to effectively live, 
interact, interrelate and contribute positively to the economic, social, political and cultural 
development of the Nigerian society. 

From the fore going, we can deduce that Social Studies touches all aspects of man's life in the 
society. Its curriculum is designed to enable man make a living in society, obey societal rules and 
regulations and contribute meaningfully to the development of the society and the nation as a whole. 

Social Studies is a response towards a goal - oriented education that is geared towards 
sensitizing people to solving personal and community related problems. Its ultimate goal is the 
development of desirable socio-civic and personal behaviours. No society thrives unless members behave 
in ways which further its development. 

Social Studies as an integrated subject, touches very many subject areas in the school system, both 
conventional and non-conventional. The fact mat it draws its content, concepts, methods and 
generalizations from many subject areas, equips it more than any other subject to contribute very 
significantly towards civic responsibilities. 
Social studies education seeks to achieve the following objectives: 
i. To foster unity. 
ii. To provide understanding of the national economy, 
iii.         To develop socio-political awareness. 

 

   iv.         To inculcate citizenship education, 
v. To inculcate intellectual education. 
vi,         To inculcate value education. 
vii.        To inculcate patriotic education. 
vii i.        To provide moral and character training. 
ix.         To provide cultural awakening and heritage. 



x. To eliminate superstitions beliefs. 
Examining the listed objectives above, we would realize that objectives iv, vii, and viii, if pursued 

religiously would assist in producing citizens who are awake to their civic responsibilities. This goal could 
be achieved through the Social Studies' curriculum. For instance Citizenship Education is one of the 
courses offered to students in Social Studies Department at all levels of education. That is to say that this 
topic is taught at the primary, junior secondary and tertiary levels of our educational institutions. Students are 
taught their fundamental rights as citizens of the nation, and also their obligations and responsibilities to the 
nation. The level of development of any nation depends solely on her citizens, hence Nigeria need 
citizens who will perform its obligations unsolicited. 

Social Studies teachers should apply the moral dimension to their teaching or enlightenment 
campaign of civic responsibilities. This will ultimately guarantee a culture of habitual respect and 
observance of civic responsibility in Nigeria, such that Nigerians in the near future will pay tax without 
prompting and settle electricity bills without fuss. 

Recommendations and Conclusion 
To achieve some degree of compliance to civic responsibilities by Nigerian citizens, the following 

recommendations are hereby advanced. 
Since Social Studies is the best discipline that can be used to effectively teach students civic 

responsibilities to the point of performance, it should be made compulsory for students of other disciplines 
in tertiary institution to study civic education as a course in Social Studies. 

In the alternative, Social Studies teachers should be made to teach the course on Citizenship 
Education in the General Studies Department in all tertiary institutions. 

The National Orientation Agency (NOA) should be reorganized and enlarged to 
accommodate specific issues on civic education aimed at sensitizing Nigerians to the significance of habitual 
respect and obedience of civic obligations. 

In the alternative, a Centre for Civic Education should be established to articulate and monitor 
the introduction and dissemination of civic education in formal and informal settings in Nigeria. 

Violators of civic responsibilities should be prosecuted by government in law courts and punished 
if found guilty. Such an act will enforce compliance from other citizens. 
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