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ABSTRACT: 
This paper examines the relevance of English language in achieving sustainable 
democracy and political stability in Nigeria, It starts by looking at the concepts of 
language, democracy and politics. It proceeds to examine the linguistic situation in 
Nigeria and its attendant problems, government policy on language, English 
language and mass mobilisation. Again, it examines the effects of the political 
situations in Nigeria on English language and vice versa. Finally, the paper concludes 
with some recommendations for achieving sustainable democracy and political stability 
in Nigeria through the effective handling of English language. 

INTRODUCTION 
In this paper, the English language is placed in the political situation within which it operates in Nigeria. 

Leech, G. N et al (1982) state that in many types of discourse, 
"We fit our language to the situation." 
However, there is no controversy as to the relevance and place of the English language in Nigeria both as 

an important weapon of education and as a language of interaction between the linguistically diverse ethnic groups 
in Nigeria. 

In actual fact language is to education as education in turn leads to sustainable democracy and political 
stability in a country. Without a form of school education there could be no adequate political awareness. In this 
regard, Nwosu (1997) asserts that: 

Education by simple concept is a process of change and an instrument of progress of a 
nation. And progress in turn implies moving forward in the scheme of things. The 
language is thus an indispensable tool whose proficient use must be well cultivated 
and maintained in achieving sustainable democracy and political stability in Nigeria. 

According to Fox, A. (ed) (1991) language can work as the chief means by which human beings 
communicate their thoughts to one another. It is the vital ingredient that holds society together. In other words the 
whole operation of the society depends upon it and the greater the linguistic skill a person possesses the greater the 
contribution he can make to the society and the more successfully he can negotiate his way through the society. 

Ajayi, M. A (1998) asserts that language is used to express one's feelings or emotions either positively or 
negatively depending on the situation of things with one. Furthermore, he states language is used in influencing 
people's behavour and to a greater extent, thereby making human cooperation possible. 

Procter, P(ed) (1978) defines democracy as 
1. Government of the people by the people and for the people. 
2. Government by elected representatives of the people . 
3. A country governed by its people or their representatives. 
4. The right to take part in decision- making. 

He also defines politics as: 
 
1. The act or science of government 
2. Political affairs especially considered as a profession and or as a means of winning and 

keeping 
governmental control. 
In this paper therefore English language is to be seen as it reflects the political situation in which it is used. 

In view of the fact that language is productive, it is sensitive to its political situations. Again the finite set of rules 
of language efforts it the capability of producing infinite words and sentences. 

LINGUISTIC SITUATION IN NIGERIA 
Nigeria is a multilingual society which Hornby, A. S (1995) described as speaking many languages within 

one nation such as Nigeria. Under this state, some notable writers gave the estimates of the languages spoken in 
Nigeria to fall between 150 and 400 language systems. (Tiffen, B. W 1968, Greenberg, J. N. 1971 and Bamgbose A. 
1970). 

It has been observed that from the figure estimates given Nigeria is yet to evolve a common language. This 



has 
 
a negative effect on mutual understanding, unity and political stability. Achebe, C. (1962) affirms that the root of 
mutual understanding that fosters political stability is common language in a nation like Nigeria. As a result of lack 
of common language in Nigeria, the linguistic problems of multilingualism still remain with us. 

The only language which acts as a unifying factor and which can solve the problems of multilingualism is 
English language. In this regard, English language serves as our lingua franca in many aspects of our national 
life. 

THE RELEVANCE OF ENGLISH IN ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY AND POLITICAL 
STABILITY IN 

NIGERIA. 
Abdulazeez, M. O. (1998) opines that political development and stability involves an evolvement of 

acceptable and practical pattern of government of or the process of leadership election in a given country. Also that 
a democratic way of life is implied in politics. 

Akinpelu (1992) is also of the opinion that the democratic way of life is under-girded and motivated by 
democratic values such as respect for human persons, consideration of the interest of others, tolerance of others' 
views, ideas and practices and open- mindedness on issues. 

How does language then contribute to sustainable democracy and political stability? 
All processes of political are carried out through language. In Nigeria for example government politicies 

and gazettes, are written in English while parliamentary debates are in English being the official language of the 
nation. This is why the government of Nigeria requires at least a minimum of West African School Certificate 
from any political aspirant. However, this depends on the desired post because high or qualification could still be 
required. 

On the other hand, politicians can only function effectively if they possess a language that is common to 
the majority of the electorates. This is also why some state governments transmit their intentions in both English 
and the dominant indigenous language to the populace. 

The role, status and functions of English as published by National Teacher's Institute (N T I) 
Kaduna(1990) were listed to cover five major areas of operation such as: education, communication, special life, 
economic life and global life. The other area of operation which was left out is government offices and 
programmes. 

Experience has shown that government programmes include political issues and legislation which is the 
main focus of this paper. 

To ensured political stability in a nation like Nigeria there is the need for a common language for effective 
communication and mutual understanding. Since Nigeria has no common indigenous language, English will 
continue to be used so that sustainable democracy and political stability would be ensure in Nigeria. 

Therefore, it is the credibility of any government to a great extent to carry the masses along with it in its 
policies and legislations. This in turn is a matter of persuasion, information and public relations whose live wire is 
language. 

The question now is how effective is the government 's use of English language as an instrument of mass 
mobilisation in achieving sustainable democracy and political stability? 

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND MASS MOBILISATION IN NIGERIA 
English language in Nigeria is used in disseminating government policies up to the grassroots. Thus, all 

political rallies, propaganda, manifestoes presentation are all geared toward achieving a stable democracy in Nigeria 
and are all carried out in English language. Some variety of the English language is understood by each set of 
people in the country through the mass-media- pidgin, an example which Babatunde, Y. A (1998) in his paper 
makes a case for the adoption of Nigerian pidgin English as the country's national language. 

According to Omole, K (19990) Mass Mobilisation is a programmatic type of public enlightenment 
campaign designed to persuade and galvanise a group of people towards understanding and accepting certain ideas 
or policies more or less as important, normal or logical thereby ensuring cooperation and solidarity with the 
authority. Often it is a campaign carried out via the print, electronic media or the mass as a whole at the three 
tiers of government- Federal, State and local levels. 

However, the Government considers the three major languages in Nigeria to be Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba 
(The National Policy on Education Section I, Paragraph 8). These three languages in addition to English are taken as 
national languages, that is the languages that can foster unity. The English language is not only national and 
official language but also a language that fosters politico- economic unification and administration of Nigeria. 

English language is the only language that is officially assigned roles of politics and it is stated in the 1989 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Section 53) thus: 

The business of the National Assembly shall be conducted in English and in Hausa, Igbo 



and Yoruba when adequate arrangements have been made therefore. (1989 No. 12 A 
95) 

And in section 95 the constitution states that: 
The business of a House of Assembly shall be conducted in English but the House may 
in addition to English conduct the business of the House in one or more other 
languages spoken in the state as the House may by resolution approve. ( A106 1989 
No. 12) 

The adequate arrangements expected to be made are yet to be made and hence English language remains 
the main language of politics in Nigeria. 
It could be observed from above that the government recognizes the inadequacies of the English language for 
political enlightenment and hence the opportunity to use the indigenous language is provided. Reasons that 
could be advanced for not relying solely on English could include: 
 
1. The illiteracy rate in Nigeria is still relatively high so much that a great number of Nigerians can 

neither   read nor write in English. 
2. The attitude of the illiterate and semi- illiterate Nigerians towards English language is both positive 
and negative. On one hand, they see it as a language of their welfare and on the other hand they 
regard it with suspicion. Hence a class- conflict between the users and the non- users. As a result they 
do not want to associate political issues to too much English. 
3. The multi- enthnic structure of the country which has not made it easy to evolve a national language 

that is officially common to all the ethnic groups. But because of socio- political problems, to evolve 
a 
national language has been handicapped. 
The above factors have made it possible for us to have some jingles and slogans in the three indigenous 

languages and pidgin during national network news broadcast especially on the radio and television. Examples of 
such j ingles and slogans are those of Independent National Electoral Commission (I N E C) and National Population 
Commission. 

Inspite of the above consideration it is no gain- saying that English is the most important language in 
Nigeria. But this importance has no national accessibility. Therefore to enhance its effectivess in Nigeria's political 
predicament, the high level of illiteracy must be reduced which eventually can be eradicated with some efforts. A 
bold step towards this has been taken by the present democratic government with the introduction of Universal 
Basic Education - free and compulsory education from the primary schoo! to Junior Secondary school level, This 
will in turn make English to become an effective national language for social, economic, cultural, government and 
in particular political issues. 

THE EFFECT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN NIGERIA AND VICE 
VERSA 

Since the inception of English language, it has been extending its possibilities in order to accommodate 
the social, political economic and cultural exigencies of its new environment. For instance, new words and 
expressions have been created and are still created to express new realities for example, long- leg, bottom-power, 
kick- backs and so on. 

The effects of the present political situation in Nigeria are also notable on English. At the vocabulary 
level, many words for instance the acronyms like I N E C (Independent National Electoral Commission) N O A 
(National Oganisation Agency) ECOMOG (Ecowas Monitoring Group) are being coined to express present 
political situation. 

More expression are being added to the linguistic inventory of the English language in Nigeria. We also 
have expressions like transition programme, interim government, hidden agenda, money- bags, newbreed, oldbreed, 
grassroot democracy, co-joiners, phased- disengagement, stepping aside, annulment and so on. 

In the worlds of Ogunsiji, A (1990) many of these expressions are not totally new but they are being used 
in new ways. Many already existing words are recombined to express the new political realities in the country. For 
instance new and breed to form newbreed which is used to refer to the new politicians who did not participate actively 
in the first and second politics while 'old' and 'breed' forms oldbreed which is used to refer to old politicians who 
participated during the first and second politics. Also 'blanket' and 'ban1 to form blanket- ban and has the sense of a 
complete restriction of the 'old- breed' politicians. 

Again, the expression phased-disengagement refers to the military government's gradual handing over of 
the government to the civilians, money- bag-politicians refers to the stinkingly rich politicians who use their wealth 
to attain political prominence. 

Furthermore, we have witnessed the era of 'arrangeeism1 and ten percenteeism; 'progressive governors' 
and 'progressive states'. All these and more point to the dynamic nature of language depending on the situation it 



itself. 
 

ENHANCING ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING FOR SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY 
AND POLITICAL STABILITY IN NIGERIA 

The more the desire for use of English language for sustainable democracy and political stability, the 
greater 
there shall be the need for developing the necessary linguistic, infrastructure for such assignment. 
The teaching and learning of English need to be enhanced at all levels. For any person to be successful m 
any facet of the nation, the focus of instruction must be on the attainment of both intelligibility and accept 
ability at the national and international levels. 
The teachers of English should be motivated to give their best to the task. Seminars, workshops and 
conferences should be organised towards achieving the desired goal. 
Teachers should be encouraged by giving them incentives such as regular payment of salaries and 
entitlements such as leave bonus, arrears and the like. 
Fund is also needed to provide teaching materials like cassette players and accessories in teaching since 
the aim of language education is to learn content that will translate to the need of a nation. 
Language laboratories should be provided by government at all levels to enhance effective teaching and 
learning of language. 
Curriculum researches should be done to enrich the curriculum content of English language. This is in 
line with Bodunde, H. A (1998) recommendations on Bilingual Education as an Instrument for National 
Development. 

CONCLUSION 
The paper has examined the relevance of English language in achieving sustainable democracy and political 

stability. It has been observed that to fare well in politics, the politicians must possess English language as a tool for 
carrying their electorates across the country along with them. Going by political considerations the English language 
will for long enjoy its 'H' status in the country. Language is dynamic and functional. Hence it is taken to be sensitive of its 
context of situation and this is why it adapts itself to the Nigerian political situations. 
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