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Abstract 
This paper examines the concept of exceptional persons and that of 
integration. Integration is grouped into three, educational, socio-economic 
and psycho-social types of integration. Without integration the practice 
would be segregation, which is an erosion of basic human right, exclusion 
devaluation and discrimination of the exceptional persons. Integration 
solves the educational, economical, social and psychological problems of 
exceptional persons. The paper advocates the entrenchment of sign language 
for the deaf into the curriculum of the primary and secondary schools for 
total integration of the deaf who are presently isolated for lack of sign 
language to the entire populace. The paper proffers some recommendations. 

Introduction 
In this context the exceptional children refer to those who prominently deviate positively or 

negatively from their age group and require modifications of the mode of communication, teaching 
strategies, equipment and materials, infrastructure, curriculum and methods for meaningful 
integration. In specific terms these consist of two main groups; the handicapped and the gifted. 

Giftedness is a condition of not only possessing above average intelligence (that is, above 
Intelligence Quotient of 100) but in addition to that, ability of excelling in four or more socially 
desirable humanly accepted endeavour such as leadership, visual and performing arts, psychomotor 
abilities etc (Tuoyo, 2000). 

These groups especially the handicapped according to Gusen (1998) are relegated to the 
background in terms of social, economic, educational, religious and job-career opportunities. It is to be 
stressed that this sort of exclusion leads to isolation, segregation, loneliness, stigmatization, 
oppression and exploitation. Segregation is therefore an erosion of basic human rights and it is also 
seen as an exclusion, a devaluation and discrimination (Suthcliffe, 1992). It is the opposite of 
integration. 

Handicapped children who were excluded from regular school system until recently received 
their training in rehabilitation centres. Having realized the importance of integrating the handicapped 
into regular schools, the Federal Government stated in the National Policy on Education (1998:37) 
that: .... Integration is the most realistic form of special education since handicapped children are 
eventually expected to live in the society. Some Nigerian regular schools now have handicapped 
children as students (Obot, 1998). 

Discrimination is a problem that should be tackled. Studies of job placement and 
opportunities for the disabled have revealed that there is a lot of discrimination against the disabled in 
job placement both in developed and especially in developing countries (Porter, 1967 and Mba, 1982). 
Based on the employers' negative attitude towards the disabled, Igbalajobi (1990) questions the 
essence of giving education and vocational training to the handicapped. Most employers are unwilling to 
employ them and when they are forced to do so, fail to offer the same conditions as their normal 
counterparts (Babalola 1987). They are found to be dedicated, polite, punctual, honest and hard 
working on their job if offered any (Aderugboye, 1980). 

Issues of Integration 
Integration emanated from mainstreaming whose concept because of confusion in 

interpretation required an elaborate explication by the experts (Kauffman, Gottlieb, Agard and Kukic 
1975) portraying the underlying philosophy in mainstreaming. Birch (1974:2) described it as a means of 
"providing high quality special education in exceptional children while they remain in regular grades 
for most part of the school day". Other concepts with similar underlying philosophy are 'least 
restrictive environment and normalization. Quoting from Public Law 94-142 and 93-380 on the 
former concept (1978:18) it indicated that "to the maximum extent, appropriate handicapped children 

including children in public and private facilities are to be educated with, children who are normal". 
Similarly Wolfensberger (1972:28) defined normalization as "utilization of means which are as 
culturally normative as possible, in order to establish and/or maintain personal behaviours and 



characteristics, which are as culturally normative as possible". Undoubtedly, the philosophy allows 
the exceptional child to enjoy a normal school climate as well as learn maximally therein (Ikpaya, 
1998). 

Types of Integration 
In this paper, integration are grouped according to goal expectation. 

i. Educational integration, 
ii.         Socio-Economic integration, 
iii.        Psycho-social integration. 

Educational Integration 
Integration has been defined as an educational placement alternative, which allows the 

(exceptional) children not only to learn with other normal counterparts in the regular classroom 
setting, but also to maximize learning outcomes. The dynamics of integration are embedded in its 
components which according to Kauffman, J.M, Gottlieb, J.; Agard, J.A.; Kukic, M.D.; (1975) 
comprises of temporally instructional and social integration. This is because the exceptional persons 
cannot live in isolation of normal people. Educational integration helps them to adapt socially. 

To participate in the regular class programmes an exceptional child must function at the 
normal class level. Though the regular class provides the basis for integration, supplementary services are 
needed for the exceptional child to achieve maximally. Supplementary services are required where an 
exceptional child excels in his instructional activities above the normal class level (gifted) or fails to 
perform to meet the normal class level (retarded). Hence integration needs a combination of regular and 
supplementary services for effective educational performance on the part of the exceptional children, 
The commonest integrative services include regular class and resource room, consultative, itinerant and 
special class services. 

According to National Policy on Education (1998:37), integration has been accepted as the 
most realistic form of special education, caution should be exercised, for instance, it is impracticable to 
integrate totally deaf, blind, or totally dependent mentally retarded (idiots) into regular schools 
without the necessary service delivery facilities and qualified and devoted personnel. The implication 
is that before this type of scheme is embarked on, personnel and facilities should be fully provided for 
successful take off and goal achievement. 

Socio-Economic Integration Through Job Opportunities 
Section 7 of the policy document is equivocal in its statement that... government will provide 

suitable and appropriate employment opportunities for handicapped and disabled workers. 
With employment, the disabled can be economically and even psychologically integrated. 

Unfortunately, studies of job placement and opportunities for the disabled have revealed that there is a lot 
of discrimination against the disabled in job placement (Porter, 1967 and Mba, 1982). Based on the 
employers' negative attitude towards the disabled, Igbalajobi (1990) questions the rationale for giving 
education and vocational training to the disabled in our society. Most employers are unwilling to 
employ them and when they are forced to, they fail to offer the same conditions as they offered their 
normal counterparts (Babalola, 1987). It is important to stress that the disabled are dedicated, honest 
and industrious on their job if offered any (Aderugboye, 1980). 

The challenges of employment should not be left in the hands of government alone. 
Concerted efforts should be made by government organizations such as the Chambers of Commerce, 
Manufacturers Association of Nigeria, Nigerian Labour Congress and Non-Governmental 
Organizations and even individuals to employ and retain these disabled persons who are overly 
educated and trained vocationally for that purpose. 

Socio-Economic Integration Through The Use of Computer Devices 
Other economical integration includes the use of computers. Through this device the disabled 

can have direct access to various subject matters (Gusen, 1998). Exceptional persons need computers 
with different sizes and speed and accessories/printers with colours, scanners, modems) for effective 
integration. These categories of software and hardware take care of their different handicapping 
conditions, interest and learning rate. 

Computer can break down the barriers imposed by physical limitations. For instance children 
with cerebral palsy can use computer keyboard (with holes) to access the curriculum. Amputees can use 
rubber tipped stick to operate a keyboard (Gusen, 1998). 



For Hearing Impaired 
The speech synthesizer that permits the blind to read and synthesize speech also helps the deaf 

to see in print what others are saying to them. Messages are displayed on the screen for them. Deafness is 
a computer-based telecommunications network that tends to expand their potential for social 
interaction with both the deaf and hearing persons. It is like an electronic post office with private mail 
boxes, into which messages are saved until collected by the owner (McCormick and Raring, 1986). 

For Visually Impaired 
Blind persons can also use the electronic communication system (network vice versa Braille) to 

send information to one another in Braille. For the low vision children, Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) 
computer can help to display typed information in large letters. Low vision students can use the computer 
to change the background of the text in different contrasting colours. The speech recognition systems 
have implications for blind and deaf students. 

On the "forego ing, it can be clearly seen that computers can provide efficient and effective 
solutions to educational, social and economic reconstruction for the able and disabled. Computers are 
tools for teachers and students. Computers are both medium and objects of instruction. They can be used 
for creation of individualized and collaborative instruction, and can manage and generate instructional 
research and administrative data. All and sundry are now exposed to the use of computers including 
the disabled (Stephen Blackhurst and Magliocca, 1988). 

For Gifted Learners 
For the gifted and talented persons, the computer is a learning productivity and simulation tool. 

They can use computer to explore and control their learning environment and performance. Learning to 
program is a creative activity that gifted and talented can do. Computer programming is a challenging 
activity and can stimulate thinking skills and problem solving abilities. Simulations, games and 
science experiments are examples of the use of computers in fields. Computer is a potential tool for 
manipulation, and graphic display for talented students in area of arts and humanities. 

Psycho-Social Integration 
Attitude of Normal Persons Toward The Disabled 

The disabled are faced with different types of psychological problems. Apart from battling with 
their deviant conditions, they have to wrestle with the need to be cherished and loved by the normal 
persons. Unfortunately, that desire is far from being met, especially in developing countries (Ozoji, 1993). 
In such countries, disabled people are regarded as liabilities and unfit to be associated with. Many look 
down on them and treat them with utter contempt. They feel it is belittling to socialize with such 
fellows. The discrimination of the normal people against the disabled further aggravates their conditions 
psychologically. According to Uzor and Okudire (1998) an American law mandates a national 
commitment to the education of handicapped children. It requires that the state education agency be 
responsible for a "free, appropriate public education" to all handicapped children aged two through 
seventeen and for ages through twenty-one. There are others as that to preserve the rights of the 
handicapped. It is therefore - imperative that negative attitude should be changed to positive towards the 
disabled. Social Activities 

Other social integration that can help in social reconstruction of exceptional persons are such 
activities as organization of sports, singing or musical activities, parties, seminars, social outings, e.g. 
field trips, birthday celebrations, visit to important places, going to amusement parks etc.  

Finally, the need for the right type of teachers cannot be over stressed. Regular upgrading the 
teachers1 information and skills is very essential. Counselling the teachers on the need of accepting the 
child as well as loving him or her is very useful. 

The Use of Mass-Media 
This can be used to educate the parents, and the general public on the need for the 

handicapped to be accepted, loved and avoidance of discrimination. Through this media, the general 
public could be educated on the issue of utilizing positive attitude in associating with the handicapped 
and be encouraged for whatever achievement. 

Practical Government Interest in the Lot of the Handicapped 
It is true that government in the policy emphasized integration for the handicapped. The 

government should also see to its proper implementation. Other policies are needed to really integrate the 
handicapped, socially, for instance, the deaf are presently living in segregation no matter what attempt 



being made to integrate them without entrenching "manual communication for the deaf into the 
curriculum of primary and secondary schools. This will give the deaf complete social integration. This is 
because by the time primary and secondary school pupils graduate out, the entire populace would be 
introduced into "manual communication for the deaf. Everyone can then communicate to the deaf. 
Until this is done, the deaf will continue to live in total segregation, since they can only communicate 
efficiently to their deaf mates only. The need to integrate the deaf in our society is long over-due. 

Conclusion 
In addition to educational integration, information technology is also essential. It is used as 

creative and productive tool that can fully integrate exceptional children. Teachers also need to 
acquire the knowledge and skills in the use of computers. 

Funds are required to make the computer literacy programme a reality. Computer Information 
Technology needs to be integrated into the curriculum of exceptional persons. Employment must not be 
denied the handicapped. All forms of discrimination against the exceptional persons should be uprooted. 
The deaf should be integrated fully by entrenching the manual communication for the deaf into the 
curriculum of the primary and secondary schools. 

Recommendations 
1. The government only cannot be relied on, all organizations,  firms,  industries, groups, 

communities and individuals should contribute their quota for effective educational, economic 
and social reconstruction through proper integration of exceptional persons. 

2. Financial support for programme must be sought and made available. 
3. Positive and optimistic attitudes of the general populace should be entrenched in the policy. 
4. Use of news media is required for enlightenment and counseling programme. 
5. Every child, disability not withstanding should be accepted and respected. 
6. Material and human resources for the programme are very essential. 
7. The necessary level of expertise to meet the integration need is important. 
8. There is urgent need to integrate the totally deaf through expansion of primary and secondary 

school curricula by addition of "Manual communication for the deaf. This is essential  
because by the time these primary pupils graduate into universities, the entire populace would 
be. able to communicate to the deaf. 

9. Government should mandate all well established industries whether governmental or non 
governmental, individual or the like to employ at least one handicapped. 
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