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Abstract

There is high incidence of examination failure imgish Language and
Mathematics as reported by the West African ExatignaCouncil. The
link between this problem and family structuresassdated this study.
The purpose of the study is to investigate whetlfiemiily structure
predicts academic achievement among secondary kshaents. The
study adopted regression survey research desigputsuance of the
objective of the study, one hypothesis was teSadtified random
sampling technigue was employed to select 120mnegmts from SS2
students in Enugu State. The Students' Academievchent Scores
(SAAS) instrument was used for the study. The tolgewas analyzed
using descriptive statistics and regression analysihe major findings
of the study showed that polygamy, monogamy anactirfamily
structures positively and significantly predict demic achievement of
secondary school students. Implications were dréram the findings.
The researcher recommended that monogamous andt ifdanily
wherein both parents are living together structurebould be
encouraged
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There has continued to be huge concerns by schiyingtrators, teachers,
policy makers and the general public about studeactademic achievement in Nigeria.
This may be connected with the fact that successlutation is highly instrumental in
the development of nations. It has been observadcthildren's growing competences
and development are largely influenced by manydogical factors namely: family,
school, church, peer group and mass media (Arof20)2 The family and school play
more vital roles in the upbringing of a child besauhey are involved in the early
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formative years of every child. A good home is @hta success in school as one of the
agents of socialization. The school has a greaidénte in the character formation of a
child. Thus, the overarching aim is to bringaipvell-adjusted individual, able to live a

normal life with members of the society. In the ®ahenvironment, the individual needs

to adequately adjust and blend with the .expectatiand demands of the school
environment. It is only in this way that academahiavement of students can be
ensured.

Academic achievement is defined as the ability cftadent to successfully
accomplish a course of study in college within ac#jic period. Students' academic
achievement is very important when measuring tleeess of school programme. Cary
(2008) believes, that academic achievement is padoce on task with measures
including comprehension, quality and accuracy aiwaars of tests, quality and accuracy
of problem-solving, frequency, quality of desiradt@me, time or rate to solution, time
on task, level of reasoning and critical thinkirgeativity, recall and retention, and
transfer of tasks. Academic achievement encompaasesl, ability to successfully
accomplish a course of study, and it involves agaenount of reading and study rather
than technical or practical work.

According to Hawis and Hawes (2009), it referbitov students deal with their
studies and how they cope with or accomplish diffiertasks given to them by their
teachers in a fixed time or academic year. It pgaress that involves a greater amount
of reading and study rather than technical or pralctvork. Academic achievement in
the context of this study is the comprehensivedatedized test or examination scores
and overall academic ability and performance otumlent, after specified months or
years of being taught or of studying.

Academic achievement, in Nigerian secondary sehdolrecent times, has
experienced serious decline. Poor academic perfarenamong children has been noted
to be on the increase in Nigerian environment desgiforts at improving the school
curriculum and quality of teaching. This has beesparce of concern to stakeholders
over the years. Reports of the West African Exationa Council and National
Examination Council (2014) show very poor perforeceof Nigerian students in almost
all subjects. The report indicated mass failur@eemlly in the core subjects: English
Language and Mathematics. The report shows thatobuat total of 1,705,976 (one
Million, seven hundred and five thousand, nine maddand seventy-six) candidates that
registered for the examination, only 529,425 (repnting 31.28 percent) obtained
credits in five subjects and above, including EstglLanguage and Mathematics. The
result shows that the students who sat for thisniation, like any other year, did not
perform well. In addition, the report further indtes that the May/June, 2014 results
show a marginal decline in the performance of cdatdis as 38.81% was recorded in
2012 and 36.57% in 2013. Also, the 2011 West Afri€&amination Council result
shows that only 31 % out of the total number whiofsathe May/June examination in
2011, obtained credit scores in five subjects abdva including Mathematics and
English Language. Such record of abysmal performaran be attributed to numerous
factors, but it is easily understandable to imagdinat adjustment is a contributory
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factor. The situation in Enugu State though slightétter compared to several other
States in Nigeria, still presents a worrisome situia The report of the 2014 May/June
West African Senior School Certificate indicateatth1.0% of the students who sat for
the examination in Enugu State obtained credit exdn English Language and

Mathematics. This is an improvement in the 2013goerance of 36.57%. This situation

is worrisome as academic failure is not only fratsig to the students and parents, its
effects are equally grave on the economy (AremQp20

Over the years, the investigations of the factdrat tinfluence academic
performance of students have attracted the intarastconcern of teachers, counselors,
psychologists, researchers and school adminissratoNigeria. This is because of the
public outcries concerning the low standard of atioa inthe country (Imoge, 2002).
The declining quality of education in the countsyweell as the breeding of graduates
with little technical know-how have resulted in ises setbacks to the industrial
development of the nation as stated by Imoge (20DBjerent factors are capable of
influencing the academic performance of studentgchSfactors may be individual
student’s internal state (intelligence, state adlte motivation and anxiety) and their
environment (availability of suitable learning emmriment, adequacy of educational
infrastructure like textbooks and well-equippedodliatories).

Investigation of students' internal state and mmvhent has produced several
findings by researchers. For example, Eamon (2@@iputed the cause of students'
poor performance to socio-economic status. Eam6A5Rbelieved that students who
have low socio-economic status show poor resultamedmore likely to leave school.
Also, Eamon (2005) found that maternal characiesishake up other key factors that
influences the academic achievement of students chfidren of Mothers who are more
educated and have higher self-esteem, obtain higberes. Eamon (2005) further
stressed that mothers who delay childbearing hasen bshown to provide more
"cognitively stimulating" and supportive environnerat home which have positive
effects on school performance. In the same tokalgii8an, Aslam, and Shaker (2012)
attributed the cause of poor academic performaadarily setting and background.
However, Ajila and Olutola (2007), while reviewinnbe Causes and Cures of Poor
Performance at West African School Certificate Exetion (WASCE)" in 2006
identified and categorized problems responsible $tudents' poor performance.
According to them, some of the problems are: problef teachers and problems of
inadequate facilities in the schools, problemsdadte to students, problems caused by
parents and society at large and problems of gavenn policies and poor funding of
the education sector. Thus, in addition to factbeg influence academic achievement,
there is now greater awareness of the importandéeohome environment or family
structure on pupils’/students’ academic performance
There seems to be difference in achievement aminigists or children from different
parent structure. According to Uwaifo (2008), theicture of family a child comes from
plays tremendous roles in building the personalitithe child and making the child
what the child becomes. The structure of familitsdents grow up affects their
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academic achievement. There seems to be diffeianperformance among students or
children from different parenthood. This was thaation as noticed by Uwaifo (2008).

Statement of the Problem

There are evident indices of poor academic achieméin secondary schools in
Enugu State as demonstrated by mass failure ratelsoth internal and external
examinations. The data released from the statistingsion of West African
Examination Council, Enugu Office for the periodl20 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015,
show that secondary school students have perfopoedy over the years. Apart from
2011 and 2014, where 55.3% and 51% of the studesisectively obtained credit
scores in Mathematics and English, an assessmehtiofperformances in other years
revealed a very dismal performance wherein lesa #@26 of the students obtained
credit scores in both Mathematics and English. iRgtance, in 2012, 20% of the
students had credit scores in English and Mathes)asi6.57% in Nov/Dec 2013; and
38.7% in 2015.
Some hold the generalized idea that poor acadeertiommance of students such as
revealed in external examination of West Africaraiination Council (W AEC) and
National Examination Council (NECO), could be asesult of the family structure of
the students.
The researcher is concerned that the veracity efasertion and opinion noted above
seem to be lacking due to paucity of empirical igtsicbn issue as it concerns Enugu
State. It is against this background that the rebea is poised to investigate if family
structure predict secondary school students' acadechievement in Enugu State. The
key question that this study will answer is whetfanily structure predict secondary
school students' academic achievement in Enuge.Stat

Literature Review
This section looked at the conceptual issue, thieateand empirical literature.

Conceptual Issue
Concept of Family and Family Structure

Family is the basic unit of the society and themefthe cradle of societal
development. Family is a social institution estsiiid to codify habits and coordinate
the achievements of known sets of goals. LemanaRagitnann (1990) sees family as
any parent child relationship in which people usuedlated by ancestry, marriage, or
adoption, live together with commitment to form ezonomic unit, care for the young
and find their identity as importantly attachedthe group. In essence, there is great
bond among the members of a family.

Bowen, as cited in Corey (2009), described the lfaas a system that connects
all the individuals within it, together. SimilarlAmaechi (2010) sees family as a group
of people that are related by blood or marriagpgeislly a group of two grown-up
people and their children living in a home. The itgnis therefore every child’s first
social world and the agent of behaviour modificatidt inculcates the appropriate
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behavioural patterns, values, norms and attitude¢keosociety. A child's behaviour is
therefore a reflection of the family in which he smaurtured and socialized (Rani and
Latha, 2005).

However, family in the context of this study can thefined as a group of
people/persons united by ties of marriage, bloauj @r adoption. The ties or
relationships are characterized by common residesmanomic co-operation and most
importantly shared culture. Usually, there are tajor types of family: nuclear family
and extended family. Nuclear family consists ofyathle husband and his wife together
with their children, while Extended family consisté the husband, the wife, the
children, and other relations living together inaage family compound (Nwobi in
Onomodeke and Echebe, 2010).

Nuclear family structure is mostly practiced in raad’contemporary Europe,
America and some other parts of the world wherewng man and his wife alone start
to live separately from their parents and startngj\birth to children (Shim, Felner, &
Shim, 2000). The extended family structure is stilinmon in Africa where groups of
blood-related people live together. Amato (2003it@al that family structures vary in
societies and across

Family Structure

Basically, family is made up of nuclear and extehé&mily which is further
broken down to intact or separated, monogamou®lygamous, or single parenthood.
There are different family structures. In the ligiftthe present study, the following
family structures have been identified: Single pafamilies in which either the father
or mother is engaged in the training of the chitdrEhis situation could arise as a result
of death of either of the parents, divorce or safam. Children from single parent
families have poorer academic performance, are raoseeptible to peer pressure to
engage in deviant behaviour, have higher dropaessrcom school (Shim, Felner, &
Shim2000). Both-parent families (Intact familieshieh is where the fathers and the
mothers are involved in the training of the childrélowever, the type of relationships
that exist between the fathers and the mothers dong way in determining the
performance of the children in school (Shim, Fel&eshim 2000).

Step-parent family: -This situation could arise from instances wheitbee of the
parents dies and the remaining partner remarrieshat the children are being taken
care of by the new partner. This is common wheee rtitother dies and the father
remarries. The new wife now acts as the mothenacchildren of the first wife. It is the
same when a father dies and the wife re-marries. Mféw husband now acts as the
father to the children of the first husband (Shirale2010).

There is a differential effect of intact and sepedtafamilies. Separated families, in
contrast with intact families, have devastatingghsjogical effect on mothers, fathers
as well as on the children of separated familiebe Tdifferences in academic
performance of children from single and two pafantilies is also related to changes in
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the economic circumstances of families of parewhild interaction in the different
family structure (Rani and Latha, 2005).

Family structure, in the context of this study, me#he conformation or alignment of
people who are united by ties of marriage, bload, @ar adoption. The family structure
and the relationship between its members changstie dynamics of childbirth as
well as incidence of divorce.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical underpinning of this study is tlanily deficit model. This
theory can be traced to Wallenstein and Kelly (39T4e main thesis of the theory is
that nuclear or two-parent family as the ideal farstructure and single parent family is
a deviant from the ideal family. According to thisodel, single-parent families have
negative impacts on the child in that it is bad tlee child's upbringing and cognitive
development. Research using the Family Deficit Mdagins with the assumption that
single parenting is bad for children and the resoitthese studies typically support this
assumption. Indeed, some studies using the FaneficDModel minimize or overlook
the influence economics and other background fadtave on academic achievement
rather than alter this research model (Mireya & &aw, 2008). Indeed, children from
single-parent families are at greater risk thamdedin in two-parent families even when
they have the same academic abilities. ThiessBA7j1posited that children from
single-parents are three times more likely to dvapof high school than children from
two-parent families. The relevance of this thearyhe present study stems from the fact
that students' performance in school as well asisadent are mediated by their
upbringing which perhaps, is influenced by famickground, typically by the family
structure and climate.

Empirical Studies

The relationship between family structure and acadeachievement has
attracted a lot of attention from researchers. Melb@an and Bumpass (2003) found that
the effect of intact versus single-parent famitb@shigh school graduation rates dropped
30 to 50% once family income was added into the ehodhey offered as the
explanation that, owing to lack of economic resesrcchildren from single-parent
families had fewer access to books and to cultacéivities that would have helped
developed their cognitive ability and intelligenagjich resulted in higher drop-out rate
than peers from intact families. Many researchengeefound that a crucial reason for
the disadvantage of single-parent or non-nucleailyastudents was the poor economic
condition that usually accompanies this type ofikanior instance, McLanahan and
Sandefur (2004) found that economic conditions @reld 50% of the variatiosn of
achievement scores.

Furthermore, Zill (2006)n reviewing research results from large longitadlin
data in the United State of America found that stusl from nuclear intact families had
the best academic acheivement, while students &ltemative family structure such as
step-parent families and single-parent familiesfggared not so well. Although the
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effects of family structure weakened a little atbeickground variables such as parental
education and ethnicity were added into the mofdahily structure effects did not
vanish. On the other hand, although students frtep-garent families appeared to
perform better than those from single-parent fagjli once other background
characteristics were taken into consideration, hvawneperformance of students from
step-parent families became indistinguishable ftbat of single-parent families. Han
and Huang (2000) also found that in Taiwan, childire single-parent families had a
lower rate of attending college than those froraghfamilies.

In another study, Oshim, Felner, and Ohim (200@nened the effects of
family structure on students’ academic achievemerierms of self-reported grades.
The study made use of data from intact two-parstép-parent and single-parent
families from a statewide survey of students indgsa6 through 12 in Rhodes Island.
The study shows that the beliefs and attitudesaoémis foster the academic success of
their children.

Omosewo (2000) investigated the effect of famitudure on secondary school
students' performance found that students from m@mous families significantly
performed better than those (students) from polymerand single parent families. In
the same vein, Akanle (2007) discovered that farstlycture is a significant factor
influencing students’ academic performance.

Engin-Demir (2009), in a research, found out thatlents' academic achievement is
influenced by background of family characteristidghile carrying out an investigation
on the third international Mathematics and sciestoelents' tests,it was discovered that
parental level of education and income have beenntost significant sources of
disparities in female students' performance. Stsdgom economically disadvantaged
families and families where parents have less lefetducation have systematically
performed worse than other students.

A similar study conducted by Tomul and Celik (20@9)Turkey, investigated
the effects of education of parents and family mecon academic achievement. Using
15-year-old students in Turkey, the study was edrdut based on data obtained from
the PIS A (2006). The result of the findings indézhthat the education of parents and
family income affect the students' academic acherd in Mathematics most and
reading skills least.

Akomolafe and Olorunfemi-Olabisi (2011) investightthe impact of family
structure on secondary school students' acadepedormance in Ondo State, Nigeria.
The research was a descriptive research desigr-pbst facto type. A total of three
hundred (300pecondary school students (males and females) dirmmmten selected
secondary schools in Ondo State were used forttialy.sT-test and ANOVA statistics
were employed in the analysis. The findings of shaly revealed that family structure
significantly influenced academic performance afselary school students. This study
intuitively will help to affirm or contradict theitsation in Enugu State thereby giving
room for generalization.

Uwaifo (2012)studied the effects of family structures on thedacaic performance of
Nigerian University Students. The study was a suresearch study that used a sample
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of 240 students drawn from six randomly selectedlfaées in Ambrose Ali University,
Ekpoma, Edo State. The study used the Adapted @rfiGGuidance and Counselling
Achievement Grade Form", The responses from thoretents were analysed using the
t-test statistics method. The findings revealed #ignificant differences exist in the
academic performance of students from singlepdeenily and those from two-parent
family structure. The result also indicated sigrafit difference between the
performance of male and female students comparéamtypes of family structures.

Ali (2012) undertook a study on family backgroumtiaacademic achievement
of junior secondary school students in Abua/Oduzallgovernment area of Rivers
State. The study, which was a survey research mlesnyestigated the impact of
polygamous marriage on the academic achievemese¢adndary school students. The
study made use of 400 students. The study used, sardard deviation as well as T-
test and chi-square in data analysis. The resulh@fstudy shows that students from
small family sizes perform better than those frangé family sizes.

Family size, parental attitudes and socioeconoragkgpround of parents influenced the
academic achievement of students.

Also, Osuafor and Okonkwo (2013) carried out a wtod the influence of
family background on Academic Achievement of Seeospdchool Biology Students in
Anambra State". The study used descriptive survely aasample of five hundred and
forty-six students. Means, t- test and ANOVA stattsswere used in analyzing the data
collected. The result shows that family backgroundiuding family structure, parental
occupation and parental education level had noifgignt influence on students’
achievement in Biology.

In a related study, Adenike (2013) carried outwalgton The Effects of family
structure (monogamy or polygamy) on students' avadachievement in Nigeria". The
study, which was a correlational survey design itiotal of three hundred respondents
used a stratified and purposeful sampling techniduiest statistics was used in the
analysis. The result revealed that home backgraurfdmily structure is significantly
related to the academic achievement of the studdfitsm the studies reviewed,
emphasis tend to be placed more on Nigeria in géméth no research effort channeled
towards ascertaining the true situation in indiald8tate, like Enugu.

M ethodology

Area of Study

The study was carried out in Enugu. Enugu Statedated between latitudes 5° 56'N
and 7° 06'N and longitudes 6° 53'E and 7° 55'E. Thate has a total of 17 local
government areas: namely, Enugu South, Igbo EmhScEnugu North, Nkanu, Udi,
Agwu, QOji-River, Ezeagu, Igboeze North, Isiuzo, Ksa, Igbo-Etiti, Uzouwani, Enugu
East, Aninri, Nkanu East and Udenu.

Sample and Sampling Technique
A sample of 1,200 Senior Secondary Two (SS2) stsdesere used for the
study. The sample size was obtained through miaifjessampling techniques. Firstly,
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from the list of six educational zones, four zowesre randomly selected to cover
Awgu, Agbani, Enugu, and Nsukka. Next, six schamdgnely: Community School,

Obukpa; Premier Secondary School, Ukehe; CommuBégondary School, Nsude;
Urban girls, Awgu; Girls high School, Uwani; Coleegf Immaculate Conception,

Enugu were randomly selected from Nsukka, Udi, Awajnd Enugu educational zones.
Thirdly, 1,200 SS2 students were disproportionate#yected from the six schools
selected from the 4 educational zones. The SS2estsidvere purposively chosen
because apart from SS3 students (who the reseatitier want to use because they in
their external examination class) the SS 2 studeate the next most informed, and can
understand the instrument.

Instrument for Data Collection

Two different types of instruments were used fag thata collection. These are the
Family Students' School Adjustment Questionnair8SAQ) and Students Academic
Achievement Scores (SAAS). The FSSAQ was develdpedhe researcher, while
SAAS was derived from the students’ final acadenaichievement scores in
Mathematics and English language subjects whicle lieaen chosen because they are
compulsory to all students. The FSSAQ contains gactions, A and B. Section A was
used to elicit demographic information from thepasdents with regard to family
structure, gender and family size. Section B coste85 items put in two clusters.
Cluster one was used to elicit information on fgnglimate based on the type of
parenting styles-autocratic, democratic and laifagz parenting styles. Cluster two
was used to elicit information on students' acadesdijustment. The items in the two
clusters were placed on a four-point rating scdl&toongly Agree (SA), Agree (A),
Disagree (D), and Strongly Disagree (SD), and weigl#, 3, 2 and 1 accordingly. For
the academic records of the students, the schaddigce counsellors were in custody of
students' academic records which are written ihto dumulative record folder. The
scores of students on English Language and Mathesviabm 2012/2013vere lifted;
the subjects are.

Reliability and Method of Data Collection

For the reliability test, a trial test was carriedt to determine the reliability of the
instrument. The reliability coefficient of above %5was obtained. The data were
collected through questionnaire and secondaryfdatastudents’ record.

The data were analyzed using descriptive statigticsh as percentages, Mean and
regression analysis.
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Result and Discussion
Table 1. Percentage Distribution of Students by Family Structurein Enugu State

Family structure Frequency Per centage
Monogamous 995 854
Polygamous 167 14.6
Total 1171 100

| Family structure Per centage
Intact 82.8

Single parent (Mother raising the children)13.1
Single parent (father raising the children 4.1

Total 100

Source: Author’s calculation for field survey 2017.

The results in Table 1 shows the percentage distoip of students by family structures.
The results show that majority of the students u$ed the study come from
monogamous families. For instance, 85.4% of theesits come from monogamous
family. On the other hand, 14.7% of the studentsedrom polygamous families. This
shows that monogamous families are more predominalBhugu State. Regarding the
guestion on family structure, the results show tigort on whether both or single
parents of the secondary school students are liaiggther to raise the children.

The results revealed that majority (82.8%) ofshalents reported they are from
intact parentage (that both parents are living ttog®; 4.1 % of the students are being
taken care of by single parents (only their fathet8.1 % of the students reported that
they are of single parentage, with only their mota&ing care of them.
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Table 2. Regression Analysis of Family Structure and Academic Achievement of
Secondary School Studentsin English Language

M odel Coefficient Std Error t Sig
Constant 0.23 0.09 2.48 0.013
Monogamy 0.93 0.029 32.35 0.040
Polygamy -1.12 0.07 -17.04 0.18
Intact 0.78 0.06. 13.87 0.00
Separated/divorced -0.01 0.06 11.84 0.00
R’=0.6209

Table 2 shows the results of the extent to whiahilfa structure predicts academic
achievement of secondary school students in Englésiguage in Enugu State. This
guestion was answered using regression analyses.rd@sults show that monogamous
and intact (father and mother living together) figmstructure positively predict
secondary school students' academic achievemémiglish Language. The coefficients
of the monogamous and intact family structure iaticthat the two family structures
positively and significantly predict students' aganic achievement in English Language
at 0.05 level of significance. On the other hahd, negative coefficients of polygamous
and single-parent show that these family structhweese negative predictive values on
students' academic achievement. It can be seenthemesults that polygamous family
structure negatively predicts academic achievemanth more than single parentage.
The R (coefficient of determination) measures the ovepetdictive value of family
structure on academic achievement. TRevdtue of 0.6209 therefore implies that about
62% of the variation in academic achievement ofietts in English Language is
predicted by family structure.

Table 3: Regression Analysis of Family Structure and Academic Achievement of
Secondary School Studentsin Mathematics

M odel Coefficient Std Error t Sig

Constant 3.99 0.07 60.34 0.00
Monogamy 0.47 0.04 12.04 0.23
Polygamy -0.54 0.04 12.84 0.23
Intact 0.58 0.05 12.31 0.00
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Separated! divorced -0.01 0.01 -2.01 0.08
R*=0.6521

Like in the case of English Language, the resuitsTable 3 which have negative
coefficient revealed that polygamy and single-pafamily structure have negative
predictive value on secondary school students'eangdachievement in Mathematics in
Enugu State. This means that polygamy and singlespdamily structures negatively
influence academic achievement. The results alew shat the predictive value of these
family structures on students' academic achieveimediathematics is not significant at
0.05 level of significance. On the other hand, ngamy and intact family structures
have high predictive values on students' acadenficz@ement in Mathematics and are
also significant at 0.05 level of significance. ®ad, the R Value of 0.6521 shows that
approximately 65% of the variation in the levelamfademic achievement of secondary
school students' in Mathematics is being predibiethe different family structures.

The findings of the study agree with some earltedigs on the relationship
between family structure and academic achievenieot. instance, McLanahan and
Bumpass (2003) found that the effect of intact wersingle-parent families on high
school graduation rates dropped 30 to 50% oncdyandome was added in the model.
Many researchers have found that a crucial reasothé disadvantage of single-parent
family students was the poor economic conditiort tisually accompanies this type of
family.In the same vein, the findings of the stwdg in line with the work of Omosewo
(2000) who investigated the relationship betweenilfastructure and secondary school
students' performance and found that students fnmmogamous families significantly
performed better than students from polygamous sindle parent families. Also,
Akanle (2007) found that family structure is a $figant factor influencing students’
academic performance. Akomolafe and Olorunfemi-Blaf2011r) had reported that
family structure significantly influenced acadenperformance of secondary school
students. Adenike (2013) found that family struetymonogamy or polygamy) is
significantly related to the academic achievemefit students. This result has
implications because the more polygamous a familghe more the number of people
that will be competing for the resources of theifpmAnd fewer resources means that
students will not be adequately funded in termsabiool instructional resources such as
books, school uniform, school fees, among othetses& inadequacies, sometimes
occasioned by polygamy, do have lasting negatifecesf on students’ academic
achievement.

Conclusion and Policy Recommendation

The high incidence of examination failure in Enlglidanguage and
Mathematics as reported in journal articles, paimti electronic media in Nigeria as well
as the uncomfortable incidence of poor academidopeance in Enugu State
necessitated this study. The study focused on #teneto which family structure
predicts academic achievement. The purpose of thdyswas to investigate the
relationship between family structure (monogamylygamy, intact and single-parent)
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and students' academic achievement. The result finenanalyses revealed that family
structure predicts academic achievement; Monogamigct and single-parentage have
significant relationship with academic achievementhile Polygamy did not have
statistical significant relationship with acadenaichievement. While monogamy and
intact family have positive significant relationghivith academic achievement, single
parentage had negative significant relationshig witademic achievement. Polygamy
did not have statistically significant relationshiggh academic achievement.

In essence, couples should, as much as possildiel @ariables that could lead
to polygamous marriage. In the same vein, intactilfawherein the both parents are
alive and living together should be encouragedssto oromote conducive environment
for improved academic achievement by students.
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