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Abstract
Education is the bedrock of every nation. Any matican develop if the
standard of education is high. Likewise the dewelept of any nation can also
be marred through the low standard of education. &oation to reach its
limelight and peak of industrialization, it is vemgcessary for education to be
internationalized both in values and in scope.
Internationalization is a process that focuseshenworldwide flow of ideas,
resources, people, economy, values, culture, krinelegoods, services and
also on technology. Therefore, for any nation téngependent and self reliant,
it needs inter-exchange of ideas with other nafiorisgrating an international,
intercultural and global dimension of ideas inteith educational goals, their
teaching and learning process, research and sefwmzions of educational
system. This paper however, looked into the prestmtdard of education in
Nigeria and its status and how this should be mdraind integrated into proper
internationalization process which acknowledges launttls local, national and
regional educational priorities, policies and piceg to international level,
dimension and scope.
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Education can be seen as a means by which cultlataés and norms of a
nation are inculcated into the citizens. Througluaation, worthwhile behaviour is
inculcated into persons. Education is a very imgurttool of social, political and
economic upliftment and advancement of a natiomretfore education should be
systematic, comprehensive, integrated and be gaemance to draw a progressive
change of character in an individual. Most educsti goals, objectives and aims have
long-term profit, therefore, should be patientlipaled to manifest.

Internationalization of education in Nigeria shodtitus its attention on the
total over-hauling of its individuals, groups, scinstitutions; and on its social,
political and economic spheres which team-up tagyetih make a nation what it wants to
be. Internationalization of education is highlyeded in Nigeria especially as
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educational standard continuously goes down tha.drin the recent past, education
was likened to an industry that produces qualitydpcts and services because it is
believed that education makes a man, and man mideeswvorld. It is therefore
necessary for all hands to be on deck in the pudfuinternationalizing education in
Nigeria.

Definition of Concepts

What is Internationalization? Internationalization is a process that focuses han t
worldwide flow of ideas, resources, people, econowslues, culture, knowledge,
goods, services and technology.

What is Internationalization of Education? Internationalization of education can be
described as “the process of integrating an intemnal, intercultural and global
dimension into the goals, teaching and learningeaech and service functions of
education system. Internationalization emphadizeselationship between and among
nations, people, cultures, institutions and systethstresses the concept of worldwide
flow of economy, ideas and culture. It is a preceschange which is tailored to meet
the individual needs and interest of educationtgntiOne cannot, however, say that
there is any better or hard-fast model of inteoralization. For example, adopting a
set of objectives and strategies of another cowatrigh may be in vogue in that country
may only negate the principles that each prograninsitution or country needs to
determine its individual approach to internatioration based on its own clearly
articulated rationales, goals and expected outcobsEmuse no two nation can be
exactly the same in all values.

In Nigeria however, privatization has developedrsah in response to “excess
demand” or “differentiated demand” and encompassesrise of private Universities
throughout the nation both in secular and religidmsversity institutions, privatization
of public institutions and the exponential growthfar-profit institutions (Tilak, 2008).
Marketization has entailed the corporatization wivarsity management, weakening of
faculty governance, co modification of knowledged mommercialization of learning.
Many scholars argue that this has led to the dedfracademic quality and shifts from
the basic disciplines of professional education drain teaching to research in
measuring institutional excellence (Altbach, Sewlt kreber 2001). The researcher sees
internationalization of education as an entire dwauling of its educational system and
citizenry into an international education standatdch paves way to a progressive and
gradual march to proper civilization and developtr{@kparanozie, 2017).

Dynamics of Education Internationalization in Nigeria

Generally speaking, internationalization of higlestitutions of learning is of
course not new. In the pre-colonial and post-dalogra, higher institutions of learning
were designed and served as regional communitiesagiing and scholarships, but the
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bulk of modern universities were established in 28 Century and were largely
national in scope. Most people then, suggested ititarnationalization should be
bringing about the convergence of the private audip lives of universities. In other
words, universities are gradually recovering tHaiternationalist past” (Gasel-Avila,
2005).

The growth in the scale, complexity and demands fmtucational
internationalization in Nigeria, in recent decadss often attributed to the all-
encompassing phenomenon of globalization. Int@nalization of education is seen
both as a consequence and a catalyst of globalzaBlobalization however, provides
the overall context in which the internationalipati of education is taking place
(Altbach 2007; Scott; Kreber 2009) it is propelleyg the massification of demand for
higher education and the commercialization of urgiies. Transnational education
offers an important outlet for unmet and speciadliziemand in the rapidly growing
developing countries with their bulging youthfulgquiations as well as critical financial
and positional resources for the increasingly uiuheled universities in the aging
countries.

Most universities in Nigeria have not fully undexsi what is meant by
internationalization of education; for them thisgd not go beyond attending occasional
international conferences, seminars and workshopaternational trips sponsored by
their institutions which are rarely incorporatetbitheir teaching and research. (Dewey
and Duff, 2009). A faculty or two in a universitarmot internationalize the whole
university, it has to be a joint effort of all lecers’ in every category, staff and students
of an institution. For instance, a faculty cantedch global literacy when they are
globally illiterate themselves nor students aloneiny expected to become
internationalized in their learning if their leotwns are provincial or sectionalized in their
personal experiences, professional interests atellectual horizons. Even at the
institutional level, an effective internationaliat program establishment will depend
on developing productive synergies between thadtuitisinhal priorities and individual
passions, systematic planning and coordination. diredlenges and opportunities of
internationalization are not entirely under thetoolnof individual faculty or individual
institution.

In Nigeria, motivation for internationalization aliid go beyond mere
developmental and logics of demand and supply bah@mically internationalization
should be justified for preparing students for eesén a globalized economy, enhancing
national development and competitiveness and asa means of generalizing extra
personal income for both individual and instituBoms well. Internationalization
politically can as well promote understanding sseesal for peace, stability and
security of the global citizenship. The sociocudtumperatives also lies in the need to
cultivate interculturalism so critical for the sakiwell being of multicultural societies.
Many also believe that internationalization of ta@ag, research and service activities of
universities, also enhances the quality of edunatip compelling institutions to rise to
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international academic standards. At the natitexal, internationalization tend to be
largely justified in terms of its potential to déme domestic human resources to
enhance national competiveness, create strategipaical alliances and economic
relationships, promote income-generating and coruialetrading opportunities and for
nation-building. At the institutional level, emmig is usually placed on the need to
enhance the institution’s international profile aegutation, improve the quality of its
programs, raise the international and intercultskalls of students and staff, and as a
means of generating badly needed income, devel@pirggizing linkages and networks
and strengthening capacities to deal with presgiaal issues and challenges (Zeleza,
2010). Emphasis however, vary among nations anttutisns pending on their
histories, locations, resources, ideologies andtamb.

Dimensions of I nternationalization of Education in Nigeria

Regional and global dimensions of internationaliwatvary quite considerably
amongst different regions in Nigeria dependinglanhistory of their existence, national
and institutional resources and their geo-polititadations and aspirations. These
dimensions will be based on three criteria nameiscipline, methodology or research
criteria of institutions in Nigeria. Whatever theiteria, it is important to develop
innovative and cost-effective exchange programrnasfacilitate the engagement of alll
stake-holders of Nigerian education in this pursbiinternationalization of education in
Nigeria. All hands should be on deck if actuahliistshould be achieved. There is need
to devise programmes across the nation where Migescademic situations and
progressive necessities will constantly be taughiigerian citizens to make them be
aware and enlightened about local standard of d¢idncas compared to other nations.
There is no question that internationalization ddieation has transformed the world of
education and has also undergone fundamental chéisgd. The key question now is
whether those changes have been for better of émse® In the area of discipline in
Nigeria, this has gone to the rocks in the livesligferian citizens starting form the very
first person to the last average Nigeria. Inteomatlization cannot thrive in any nation
where virtually almost all indigenes are corrupeuwery ramifications of life.

In methodology, the academic diaspora has muchohdribute in mediating
most productively the internationalization of Niger education. However, the
academic world alone cannot single handedly achiggewithout the cooperation of all
regions participating in this chase. It is possibdechange the Nigerian terms of
engagement or its citizens’ involvement in knowledgroduction to strengthen the
continents research capacities, raise the quafitiNigerian education profiles and
booster everybody’s contribution to triple dreanisself-determination, development
and sincere democracy which is always ushered liaugh internationalization of
education.

In the area of research, it is important to undemtthat the Nigerian
community is a complex one divided by diverse ietdlial and ideological tendencies,
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some of which are clearly not beneficial for Niges. Internationalization of education
in Nigeria needs to be based on a sober underataodithe mutuality of interest of all
regions, that neither Nigeria nor its individualgi@ns can succeed alone in this
competitive global world without the other; thenefall institutions of higher learning
in Nigeria should endeavour to join alliances wille other in the area of research
methodology and encourage all education stake-h®l@specially the students in
carrying out proper and necessary research methgids| their lecturers giving them
both moral and academic necessary support instieadgaging in trying to undermine
their efforts especially those intelligent ones whitheir lecturers always see as a threat
to their progressive professional march to limeligh

This was opined by Horta, (2009) when he streskatlihternationalization of
education in underdeveloped countries of the wdikd Nigeria and others should
generally prefer to have linkages with developedntoes of the world like American
universities than with universities in their owmgi@ns to boost their prestige, while for
elite American universities , international linkag#o little to raise their status. In short,
many outside the US and certainly most within tbentry itself see the United States as
the global standard of higher education; regardleds what models of
internationalization American institutions use, Wiee planned or opportunistic, U.S.
hegemony in global higher education currently revwainrivalled (Edwards, 2007).

Promoting the Knowledge of I nternationalization of Education in Nigeria

The pressures and imperatives of internationatimatiannot be wished-away.
The question should not be whether to internatineaducation in Nigeria but how to
do it most effectively so as to pursue the strat®ghat strengthen their internal
institutional and intellectual capabilities, quigd, reputations and competitiveness as
well as their potential contribution to the historand humanistic agendas of the
Nigerian Nationalist project. It is therefore, a#s# to develop internationalization
strategies that are simultaneously realistic anditmns, realistic in so far as they
should be anchored in concrete contemporary camgditiand ambitious in recognizing
and seizing opportunities in the rapidly changiagdscapes of the global political
economy and international education (Kotecha, 20d#&)also recognized that the lack
of a clear strategic vision as in the case of Négexr a key to limitation in enhancing
higher education. In Nigeria, there is need foriouss regional programs and
associations which should exist throughout the Nége continent that will seek to
promote collaboration. There is need to develogtesys that are more systematic,
comprehensive, integrated and robust and this wdtessitate greater regional
cooperation by creating standards, policies andila¢igns. Increased investment in
research and higher institutions’ participation iesearch and development,
strengthening of graduate programs and acadenficdgeelopment, improvement of
facilities and working conditions for academiciamdl help to boost and skyrocket the
progressive development of education as a resuintefnationalization which will
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eventually portray Nigerian continent to the lingbli; as has been said before, this, will
also help to booster other countries contributiotmdNigerian triple dreams of self-
determination, development and democracy.

What is Progressive Education?

Progressive education is a pedagogical movemertt lihkgan in the late
nineteenth century (19). it has persisted in various forms to the preserintegration
of entrepreneurship into education, strong emphasigproblem solving and critical
thinking, group work and development of social Iski{Bashir, Sajitha 2007).
Progressive education is a reaction against thditibmal style of teaching. It is
pedagogical movement which values experience @aning facts at the expense of
understanding what is being taught.

Benefits of Internationalization of Education

There are many benefits of internationalizatioeddication; and are as follows:
- It strengthens research and knowledge production

- Internationalize the curriculum

- Diversification of knowledge

- Boosts the international profile of institution

- Boosts the ego of individuals and nation

- Enhances international cooperation and solida(®ystralian Government
2012)

Issues and Challenges Related to Inter nationalization

Everything that has advantages also has disadwemtdg Nigeria for instance,
the demand for internationalizing education wikbgrvery high with time, although not
all of the demand of internationalization will beetmby students mobility to other
nations.

The number of new education providers who are dghg programs to
students, faculties and researchers who are intenadly mobile should always be
made available, academic programs should be detivacross borders and branch
campuses should be established in developing arelaped countries around the world
(Braskamp, 2009). There are new developments wdmehntended to increase access
to education and meet the appetite for foreignemédls and employment which should
be incorporated into the education system; thezesarious issues related to the quality
of academic offer, the integrity of the new typdseducational providers and the
recognition of credentials (Australian Governmer@l2) got, should be highly
appreciated by the government. Internationalipatichen properly done, can help
develop students’ cognitive skills for critical, mparative and complex thinking,
cultivate capacities for cross-cultural communimatiadaptation, flexibility, tolerance
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and empathy and enhance their ability to recogrdifterence and deepen their
understanding of themselves, their society anchiegrstyles. However, intercultural

competence is often not clearly defined or measibednany institutions (Deardorff

2006; Stier 2006; Stronkhorst 2006). Crichton armarido 2007. Designing new

curriculum needs academics that understand ande vialiernationalization in their

thinking, research and service activities. Unfoately, in many countries and some
disciplines, academics are untrained, unpreparddiaimterested in internationalization.
Moreover, internationalization is not sufficientiewarded and the challenges of
international research collaborations and developm®rk are not always recognized
and supported. Michael Stohl (2007) believes tlulty engagement is the chief
challenge for developing and sustaining internatiiaation.

Increase in the number of foreign degree mills accteditation mills are other realities
facing students, parents, employers and the acadssmmunity at large, that is to say
that international education is now struggling teald with fake degrees and
accreditations, academic credentials that are daimé not recognized and non-
regulated “fly by night” institutions (Sayal, Bikeend Michael 2008). Although it is

important to acknowledge innovative developments Wynafide new education

providers and universities who are delivering higlality programmes and legitimate
degrees through new types of arrangements andepsinip; the perpetual issue of
balancing costs, quality and access significantigllenges the benefits and risks of
cross-border education.

Conclusion

Internationalization is a worthwhile strategy spdlgi designed to give an
international euphoria to educational institutioespecially in the area of teaching,
research, methodology and service functions of igeusity. Though, one have seen
some challenges being faced by this strategy, hesww@omparing the benefits and the
challenges, one can rightly say that it is worthe/itd co-opt and internalize this system
into Nigerian education as the benefits surpasseshallenges.

Recommendations
In view of raising the standard of education in étig, the following were proffered:

1. Internationalization should be implemented inthbqorivate and public
institutions.

2. Government should recognize both local and foreredentials, reduce the fees
paid by these foreign students so as to attraat there.

3. Educational facilities and environment shouldviz@e conducive for learning.

4, Security of lecturers, students and staff tetsured.

5. Proper welfare of both lecturers and their steslshould be assured
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