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Abstract
This paper discuses internationalization of higg#ucation as the process of
creating opportunities for developing inter-culturagility, recruiting
multicultural students and fostering internatioredearch collaboration among
others. The paper also discussed curriculum ircathn, curriculum design
and development in Nigeria, progressive approacint@rnationalization of
curriculum in Nigeria and recommended that frequs@ininar/ conference
should be organized for curriculum designers / tpars, and stakeholders in
the education sector, curriculum designers/devetopghould study the
internationalization methods of other countriesaaguide to internationalizing
curriculum in Nigeria, curriculum should be desidrie Nigeria to include the
21 Century Millennium goals and curriculum to be mttionalized should
include courses that will serve both local andifymestudents.

Keywords: Internationalization, Curriculum in education, €Gculum design/
Curriculum development, Progressive approach.

Universities globally have gone international réting staff and both
undergraduate, and post graduate students froovatl the world. Internationalization
according to Ashley (2017) is a process that idiesticulture as related to values and
norms that helps regulate peoples’ behaviour. régelation of behavior leads to the
maintenance of a social system, the social sysfeheavorld (globally).

The world is becoming more and more interconnectadd as this
interconnectivity increases across borders, thendaties of higher education
increasingly expands too. Bois (2013) stated ti&triationalization creates great
opportunities for cross pollination. The possil@kt of cross pollination taking place
between people of different background are mukifed and depends on the mission of
each university. He contended that each univessiieategy for going international
should tally with its goals. In an article of thesgociation of International Educators
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(AIE), Hedzik (2011) wrote that in internationation it should be ensured that
graduates are prepared to be global citizensddratlive and work anywhere in the
world. These graduates also should be able to ibatgr meaningfully to the global
society and to their countries of origin.

The University of Sheffield (2017) observed thaermnationalization covers a certain
scope which are:
- Offering international students exchange;
- Encouraging the learning of a second language
- Embedding international perspective opportunities developing intercultural
agility
- Recruiting multicultural students.
- Fostering international research collaborations
- Welcoming multicultural academic staff and studamdy;
Considering issues of global citizenship such ataguable development;
Whlle Ellen, (2017) agrees that Internationalizatstould:

. foster human development through understandingespbct across nation;
. expand and sustain avenues for economic compessearad
. promote academic entrepreneurialism .

Internationalization takes place in different fgldn science, Religion, business and
education. Internationalization in education tafile€e in Higher education (HE)

Inter nationalization of Higher Education

Knight (2014) opines that internationalization education in HE, takes the
form of integrating culture internationally in thmurpose, function and delivering of
postsecondary education. Aibach and Knight (20@reed that internationalization of
higher education also involves universities policéand their practices that helps them
cope with global academic systems and environment.

As had been stated, Internationalization takeeplac higher education (HE),
when staff and students are recruited from for@gantries into a university. Knight
(2014) contended that apart from recruiting staffl students from other countries,
University education is commercialized and thatrehés international competition
within universities to recruit foreign students rfrarich countries that will help them
have good national profile and international refiata especially to generate revenue.
The major purpose for internationalization of HEbamed by Khorsand, (2014) are:

- Global competition for talents

- Recruitment of international students

- Development of international branch companies

- Students, staff and schools exchange programmes
- Internationalization of the curriculum and research
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- Education partnership between institution regignafid internationally.

Sanket, (2015), of the association of Common We#dltiversities (ACU) described
internationalization as one of the ways a countegponds to the impact of
globalization, yet at the same time respects thwiduality of the nation, meaning that
even if there are exchange of students betweeansateach nation respects the policies
of each other. In the attempts to internationalie universities should consider taking
into account the following tips.

. The background and interest of students

. Use culturally diverse texts, web sites, case studnd other materials.

. Provide learning materials in different formats i{ten, online, audio, video,
podcast) to support key concepts and knowledge.

. Ensure that the assessment requirements are éxpilici details being clearly

enplaned to students. (University of Sheffield 2017

What is Curriculum in Education

People have different views of what constitutes toncept ‘curriculum of
education’ and what the curriculum of a given ediocal system means. The term
according to Aginobu (2006) is used very frequebtfypeople both inside and outside
the field of education, the point is that each ss®ms to attach a different meaning to
it. It has frequently been looked at as a vehisteugh which the school strives toward
the achievement of educational goals whether tleethbse of a nation, state or local
government.

Ebert, Ebert and Bartley (2013) asserts that ircetion, whatever the learners
interact with that helps them achieve stated eibrta outcomes including all the
means and materials, is seen as curriculum. Thevetbal Design for Learning
Guidelines (2016) noted that in the definition dietterm curriculum, four basic
components are broadly identified, namely:

- Goals: the benchmarks or expectation of teachind laarning often made
explicit in the form of a scope and sequence dfssto be addressed.

- Methods: the specific instructional methods for td&cher often described in a
teachers edition

- Materials: the media and tools that are used fachig and learning.

- Assessment: The reasons for and methods of megsittdent progress.

In an article of the United Nations Educationatje@tific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) (2017), it was observed that curricul@mgcompasses everything a society
or nation envisages as important to be taught aadnéd, all of it makes up the
curriculum of that society or nation.

The curriculum of a nation is not made up of orilg Dfficially written curriculum, it
also includes some unwritten aspects known asttiaielén curriculum” This constitutes
the things a learner learns outside the classrammsahool environment, they include
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values, beliefs and personality development. Evextjon such as in Nigeria has their
curriculum designed and developed by specialiserieure that the nation’s needs,
values and norms are properly identified and inetlich the curriculum.

Curriculum Design and Development in Nigeria

Designed curriculum is usually presented as aewitlocument; it indicates the
elements of the curriculum and shows the way edement is related to others.
Omieibi-Davies (2006) stated that, there is a pt#arthat indicates
clearly the kind of learners for whom it is desidgrand the rationale for the programme.
A curriculum design is actually an educational ssd which postulates that, given
certain conditions and particular types of learnéing programme the curriculum is
designed for is likely to succeed in attainingsis objectives but whether it succeeds or
not will depend on how well it is developed.

Curriculum development on the other hand is thecgse by which intended
learning experiences are planned that will bringutzertain changes in learners, the
methods of assessment of these intended changeleangtent to which these changes
have occurred. Since the design and developmeatafriculum in any nation is based
on the need of that country, in Nigeria, the depeient of a curriculum at any one time
went through these three stages according to g Yhake digital learning network
(2017):

. Situational analysis

. Selection of aims, goals, and objectives

. Selection of appropriate learning experiences amtienit for the achievement of
aims, goals, and objectives

. Organization of learning experiences

The extent to which the objectives, identified teps Two (2) have been achieved
Evaluation

There are different types of curriculum designs eaiwhich are:

=Overt/Explicit curriculum — This is that part ofcarriculum which is written as part of
formal instruction of schooling experiences

=Societal/ Social Curriculum-- is an ongoing, imf@l curriculum of family, peer group,
neighborhood, churches, organizations, occupatian e

=The Hidden Curriculum—is that part of curriculurhiah is implied by the structure of
school revolving around daily routines.

=Null Curriculum—that, that is not taught in schottlat, that gives the message of non
importance in the learners schooling and expergnce

=Concomitant Curriculum—this includes all knowledggot from home and
family.(Wilson 1990). Other types of curriculum inde;
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-=Broad field Curriculum Design,
= Core Curriculum Design
= Activity/ Experience Centred Design.

Nigeria has gone through discipline/ subject cextteurriculum where subjects

are organized and taught in subject areas. Omiabie® (2006), stated that in
Discipline Curriculum, every subject has its systéimand logical build up. Knowledge
is organized and handled discipline by disciplités shows in Nigeria school system
for subjects like mathematics, English, Biology,e@tfistry that are taught singularly.
And the broad field curriculum which aimed at compeentalization of subjects
grouping or combining several specific areas (abjaatter) into large fields in order
to eliminate the sharp distinction or demarcatitimat exist in the discipline centred
curriculum (Agina-obu 2006). That is why AccordittggDavis, (2012), the primary and
junior secondary schools curriculum was reviewedune 2012. A new 9 years basic
education curriculum (BEC) now has ten subjetiniis The curriculum was revised to
grouping related disciplines by the Nigeria Edumati Research and Development
Council (NERDC) which reduced the subjects fromt@Q@0 listing of UBE subject eg:
Related UBE subject curricula like:
“Home Economics and Agriculture are brought togette create a new UBE subject
curriculum called pre-vocational studies. Islamiidies, Christian Religions studies,
social studies, Civic Education and all others thatus primarily on the inculcation of
values now form a new UBE subject called Religioa ational values”.

Nigeria has also gone through educational refomegewing her curriculum
from time to time including: Universal Primary Wxhtion (UPE): This was a free
universal education for all children of school aige Nigeria. It was launched on
September® 1976 and stipulated that irrespective of a Nayeghild’s religion, social
or economic status of his parents, he would haxeyesars of free primary education.
Nigeria then had six years of primary school, fiigars of secondary and four years of
higher education.

Universal Basic Education (UBE): This educatiomibrm, the Universal Basic
Education (UBE) was launched at Sokoto on Seipee 3¢' 1999, 23 years after the
launching of UPE. Agino-obu (2006) posit that UBEegarded as the foundation for
sustainable life-long learning in Nigeria. UPE eutates the formal, non-formal and
informal approaches and mechanisms for the awafiafian all round development of
the Nigerian child potentials as it affects Nigeria

The UBE scheme includes, primary, junior secondagmadic education and
adult literacy. According to Fafuwa (1974), UPEaipre-cursor to UBE. Though both
UPE and UBE profess equal access to primary Educédr all.

The components for UBE scheme are that;
a. Formal basic education will spread over thet fitBie years of schooling
(primary and junior secondary education) for alldren;
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b. Nomadic education for school age children oftgras nomads and migrant
fishermen
C. Literacy and non-formal education for out-of-ach children, youth and

illiterate adults. (Mba, 2003). Nigeria was opergtihe 6- 3- 3- 4 system, but now she
operates the 9-3-4 system of education based enUBE scheme that had been
workable since 1999 and so can really design aneélole a curriculum that can be
internationalized.

Progressive Approach to Internationalization of Curriculum in Nigeria

Different components need to be identified whemrimationalizing a curriculum. For

Nigeria to design and develop an internationaliag@diculum, such components like;

- Global perspective

- Intercultural communication and

- A socially responsible citizenship should be emjdeab (Clifford 2013).

Emphasizing these components will aid schools aaid lsave a clear concept of what

internationalization means.

Heigh (2002) suggests that for an English speakat@n that has English language as

the official language like Nigeria, it is mandatdoy have a curriculum that will teach

English to all non-English speaking students. Oa tither hand, Isolated remedial

English Language classes can be incorporated imose structures for international

students. He contends that as the curriculum isgded, and developed, issues,

bordering on cultural diversification should be drmorated into all aspect of the

curriculum because one of the major aims countes universities internationalize

their curricula is to breed global citizens who G&a and work anywhere in the world.
Oxfam Development Education Program (2006) idexatifn its definition that

in internationalization of curriculum, that a gldlo@izen is one who:

. Is aware and is conscious of the wider world argldhaense of their own role as
a world citizen;

. Has an understanding of how the world works econalyi, politically, socially
and culturally, technologically and environmentally

. Is outraged by social injustice

. Participates in and contributes to the community etnge of level from local to
global,

. Is willing to act to make the world a more sustaleglace; and

. Takes responsibility for their actions.

Nigeria should take cognizance of these guidessstoadesign and develop an all
embracing curriculum suitable for both internalcly and foreign students that will
enable them fit into life globally. Therefore forigéria to internationalize her
curriculum, the curriculum designers / developer®udd according to Ammeri-
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Allatiyari (2017) carry out Intercultural case sesl before the development of a
curriculum, and during the design /developmentrgf @urriculum should provide:

i. An assessment format that has an interculturappetive

ii. The resources for learning (module) that inclusdsrcultural materials

iii. Lecture notes drawn from international experieraresase studies.

iv. Course materials should also be drawn from diffeceltural context.
V. Modules should include international online discms$orums.
Conclusion

This paper has discussed internationalization ofrieulum design and
development in Nigeria and how Nigeria can progvedg internationalize her
curriculum. Internationalization is an ongoing giblphenomena and HE institutions
worldwide are striving towards internationalizinfgeir curriculum, it is only pertinent
that Nigeria as a nation does same. This will iasecthe firm, and global recognition of
the nation and financial status of individual umsiges, better educational standards of
schools and the nation and on the other hand peodat only better and responsible
youth (locally and internationally) but will secutree future of the nation Nigeria.

Recommendations

Based on the discussion, the following recommendativere made:

1. Frequent seminar/ conference should be held ctoriculum designers /
developers and all stakeholders in the educati@tosdo create awareness and to
discuss the internationalization of Nigeria edwaturriculum.

2. Curriculum design/developer should study thermilization methods of other
countries as a guide.

3. Curriculum should be designed in Nigeria to e the 2% Century Melleniuin
goals

4. Curriculum to be internationalized should inducburses that will serve both
local and foreign students.
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