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Abstract
The emergence of Pentecostal Churches in tHe @btury in Africa and
Nigeria in particular was a right step in the tigirection meant to satisfy the
spiritual thirst of the Nigerian populace and hgaadly gone a step forward to
liberate Nigerians from numerous societal ills, empred both men and
women from within and outside of the church. Peodémlism has eaten deep
into the religious consciousness of the contemgokiigerian society and its
influences and repercussions can be observed apetigous strata in the
country. The aim of this paper is to examine thatgbutions of African
Pentecostal Churches in Nigeria to national devalant with special reference
to the Redeemed Christian Church of God. For #éearch, the historical and
phenomenological research methods were used. Eiadihthis research show
that the RCCG has contributed immensely to the &titugal, political, socio-
economic, moral and religious spheres of this agurithe purpose of all the
innovations by the RCCG in Nigeria is to effectrigpal, economic and social
transformation of the society in Nigeria and beyond

The role of the church, especially thentBeostal churches in the national
development in Nigeria in the 2Icentury is noteworthy. Apart from the spiritual
reawakening of believers and spreading salvatiossage to the lost, the church has
contributed to the economic, social, political, aeducational growth of Nigeria.
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Odumuyiwa (2005) summarizes the contributions @& Bentecostal churches to the
national development as provision of qualitativeuaation, humanitarian services,
employment generation, and social and ethical dgweént, governance, and economy,
spiritual and moral development. He further stadbed the role of nation building lies

greatly on the Church. The Redeemed Christian ®hafcGod (RCCG) has stood on

this principle since inception in Nigeria.

The Pentecostal churches have been defipevarious scholars of Religion. For
example, Burgess (2008) opines thus: “Pentecostafisan umbrella term for African
Movements and Churches which stress the experiehtdee Spirit”. Ojo (2010) also
stressed that, “the churches share common phenotheoagh literature, crusades,
camp meeting and rely on the “new birth” and thevgoof the Holy Spirit”. Owoeye
(2002) believes that Pentecostal churches are lobsirthat emphasize the working of
the Holy Spirit in the church, especially with edst phenomena like prophecy,
speaking in tongues, healing and exorcism. The &add Christian Church of God
(RCCG) shares all the above features as a Perabodstirch. Many scholars of
Religion, History, and Sociology have devoted munthrest in the study of Pentecostal
churches in the World in the last few decades bsxanf their involvement in the
religious, political and socio-economic activitigfssocieties and nations.

According to Omotoye (2016) the rise of Pentedadtarches is regarded as the
third phase in the history of Christianity in Niger The first phase had been the
Orthodox Christianity namely the Presbyterian, Acwyh, Methodist, Apostolic,
Catholic, Lutheran and Baptist. They were calleth@iox because they express their
belief to have an unbroken connection to the faltigtrine and practices of the ancient
Christian church or apostolic foundation. The selcgiase constitutes the African
Independent Church Movement (AICM) who broke awagnf the Orthodox or
Mainline or Mother Churches to form their own egiste on numerous reasons some of
which were political, economic, and cultural andtimeelology. The last is the era of
Pentecostalism as mentioned from the foregoing.

These Pentecostal Churches including The Redeernesti@n Church of God
has these features of fasting, praying, vision gimehking in tongues. Omotoye (2016)
agrees that other than the concern with Spiritgdlihere is no doubt that the churches
in this category have contributed immensely to tbégious, political and socio-
economic development of the country.

It is in the light of the above that one needs d@tsoeview on what national
development entails. There are several of the emntregarding what national
development encompass, especially because theedsargeveral areas which combine
to bring about national development. These inclpal@ical, economic, social, cultural
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and to a large extent, technological, moral, sdfierdnd human development. There are
equally several phases of development be they ithe¥, communal, societal or
personal. National development therefore comedayp, ps all these aspects mentioned
above are tied to the objectives of the nation tatesas a whole (Rodney, 2005).
Onimhawo and Ottuh (2007) therefore see natione¢€ldpment as economic growth,
scientific and technological growth, socio-econoriansformation and better still,
distribute justice. Here, structural as well as ahocategories are identified as
constituting some aspects of national developmdint. them therefore, national
development refers to the process of social chéorgbe better.

Isiramen (2010) refers to development as “the ¢iiaand maturity of the people
of Nigeria in terms of social, economic, politieald religious well-being as well as their
ability to sustain improved living conditions.” FoBmoregbe (1990) *“national
development is to talk primarily of the developmentthe human persons.” For him
therefore, this implies that for any other areae¥elopment to be achieved, the human
capacity development or transformation throughgsmphy must be achieved. This in
other words implies that the humans must be deeeloporally which will make the
unavoidable development of other critical areashefnation. For him therefore Moral
development on the part of the citizens is theeefmcondition-sine-qua-non for the
development of any nation (Omoregbe, 1990).

Osasona (2011) summarizes the above analysqsoaitd that the definitions of
development irrespective of the aspects, at whiely aire directed, are geared towards
one goal, namely the provision of human needseptople for a better and sustainable
standard of living. He therefore defines nationel/eglopment as “the ability of the
nation-state (Nigeria) to provide the ‘human neeafsthe people using the avoidable
resources at its disposal.” Human needs for hirtudleca variety of goods and services
as well as well-being in health, education, emplegtn housing, training, relationship
and including the conditions of maintaining an gtable standard of living for all
people.

The main thrust of this paper is to examine thdrdmutions of Pentecostal Churches in
Nigeria with focus on the Redeemed Christian Chuttleod (RCCG). It is therefore
important to understand some of the key words irséus paper.

Concept Clarifications
The terms that need clarifying are Pentecostali@eyelopment, and National
development.
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Pentecostalism

It is not an easy task to distinguish between Restal Churches and their
predecessors namely the Mainline Churches or “Mo@eurches”. Even within the
African Independent Churches or Movement, there gnass differentials existing
alongside inclinable similarities. For example Mueai$ (1993) sees “Pentecostals” as a
“Specific set of doctrinal tenets and rituals (wWhiggnores the heterogeneity of this
movement”. The difficulty of giving “Pentecostalisran all-embracing definition also
arises because there has been no consensus ogegihaibg of this movement even in
the western world. Many scholars have focused om historical continuity of
Pentecostalism with the United States of Americaosa street Revival or adherence to
a doctrine of “initial evidence” (Burgess, 2008)

Ayegboyin and Ishola (1997) see Pentecostalism aereeral term used to
describe the groups and sects which have tradilyopiaced emphasis on the speaking
and receiving of certain gifts of the Spirit, stahspeaking in tongues, prophesying and
healing as a sign of the baptism of the Holy SpBiirgress(2008) corroborates the
above emphasis where he states that “Pentecostalisim umbrella term for African
movements and Churches which stress the experieht¢ke Spirit.” Sharing this
thinking are Ojo (2010) and Owoeye (2002). The frmnderscores that “the churches
share common phenomena through literature, crusadeg meeting and rely on the
“new birth” and the power of the Holy Spirit” whikle latter believes that Pentecostal
churches are churches that emphasize the workittged$pirit in the church, especially
with ecstatic phenomena like prophecy and spedkinhgngues, healing and exorcism.

Development
It must be noted here that the concept ‘Developmgogs not have an all-

embracing definition. This implies that there arany definitions of development as
possible. According to Atuluku ( 2017), Developmbas been defined in various ways
depending on the aspects from which people viewTlte various aspects of the
development of a nation state include political elegment, social development,
economic development, industrial development, anchdn resource development.
There are various aspects to what constitutes deneint, however common to all these
are a positive change in human wellbeing. It isaustbod as a long-term improvement
in the standard of living, as felt and judged tdolgamost of the people in the country.

National Development
The concept of ‘Nationality’ is also not easy tofide. Akwaki,(2013) has
simplified our understanding of nation where hdéestahat: “It is essentially a sentiment
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of unity, the resultant of many forces; communityrace and language, geographic
unity, community of religion, common political asgtions and above all, historical
development”.

There is, therefore, a correlation between ‘natiant ‘development’. In this case,
development can be seen as “increased skill andcitgp greater freedom, creativity,
self —discipline, responsibility and material wieding”. This understanding by Rodney
(1999) pertains to individual perspective. Howewube researcher has acknowledged
this definition to meet a nationalistic outlook éytension.

Furthermore, national development according to @awo and Ottuh (2010) implies
economic growth, scientific and technological giowsocio-economic transformation
and better still, distributive justice. To themyd®pment is a process of social change
for the better. The various aspects of the devebopiraf a nation state include political
development, social development, economic developmedustrial development, and
human resource development.

The Redeemed Chrigtian of God (RCCG) and Contributions to National
Development in Nigeria
@ RCCG and Education in Nigeria

By education, we mean first and foremost the pead teaching and learning
in order to lead out fully all the potentialitiesan individual, and helping the society to
grow to its fullest. This also means what paremeschers and the schools do in
educating the young; the process of what goes dhdrchild includes the process of
being educated; the result of what the child aeguand the whole body of knowledge
in the educational process (Frankenna cited inyielea and Kolawole, 2010). This
undoubtedly is the most important aspect of devakg because it is concerned with
human development. Alozie (2005) simply states, tHaducation is conceived as the
key factor in national development.

Christ the Redeemers School Management cited irot@ma (2012) has
informed that the Church has established primary secondary schools in the nooks
and crannies of the country. Some of these sclavelfocated in almost all the states of
the federation and the Federal Capital Territorigujd. According to Omotote (2012)
“as at 2010, we recorded eighty-two Nursery andmBry schools and eighteen
secondary schools”. He further states that the &ades University was established at
the international headquarters of the church at ®olagos-lbadan expressway in
2003. Essentially, therefore, many Nigerians wheehaeen yearning for admission into
Federal and State Universities without successgpertune in this regard.

Academic Scholarship Journal, Volume 15 No 1, November, 2018-1 SSN 2141-3428 5



Academic Scholarship

In a related educational development, the RCCG rhade the growth of
theological education in Nigeria possible. Theatagi education Omotoye (2012)
informs equips the Christians in the word of Golde Thurch established the Redeemed
Christian Bible College in 1980 at Ebute-Metta, dagoefore it was moved to its
permanent site at Lagos-lbadan expressway. Heirdieons that the school has since
then become an International school with campuseshier countries like Israel, Kenya,
Zambia, Cote D-voire and South Africa.

In a similar view, RCCG has also provided sctsbljps to many
children who are in one way or the other incapésitan funding their own education as
a result of lack or the death of their parentsuardians. For instance at the Redeemer’s
Private Secondary School Lugbe, Abuja (RPSS) olienduYunisa was provided with
scholarship from Senior Secondary School One (S$&Xenior Secondary School
three (SSS3) (Atuluku 2017). This is just a oneecast of the many. Looking at the
statement by Omotoye (2016) that “some of the diegcalso have scholarship
programmes for indigent students”. Juliana Yunssa iGbayi girl from Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) Abuja.

(b) RCCG and Employment of Nigerians

This emanates from the educational sector of theat. The Nursery, Primary
schools as well as secondary schools and the sitivestablished have provided job
opportunities for the teeming Nigeria youth who éauffered in the hands of their
leaders because of corruption and lack of concdimtive creation of job opportunities.
This is in addition to thousands of staff on therch’s payroll working in the various
regional, provincial and zonal offices in Nigefiarkyar (2006) categorically states that;
“Government neglected social issues such as hungaemployment, income
distribution, rural transformation and productiomhe RCCG has come to fill this
vacuum created in social dissatisfaction throudh geeation and improvement of the
standard of living of Nigerians. No wonder Omotofg012) states that “... many
Nigerians are provided desired education and emmpoy opportunities in these
institutions”.

(© RCCG and Economic I mpact

The RCCG has equally put its feet on the sandnué in the area of poverty
alleviation across the Nigerian nation. Throughreeroic structures called “The Tree of
Life for the economic healing of the nation” (Ayekited in Omotoye, 2012). This,
Omotoye informs in the motto of the Zion Needs Mgeraent, the body in charge of the
economic ventures of the church. The church is vat#d by the fact that, their
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members in the various businesses must prosperbanttuitful. There are other
educating or teaching business skills like “Leadilmg Business for Christ”;
“Entrepreneurial Skill Development”. “Turning Faiki to Success”, Building and
Managing Resources for Christ.” Omotoye (2012) aisiorms that the Business
Venture is also into consultancy and other businefis.

Jubilee Development Foundation was also estalidlye Pastor Adeboye in
2002 in order to enlighten and mobilize its memkferseconomic empowerment and
development Omotoye (2012). Similarly, the churshablished Jubilee Cooperative
Society to enhance the economic power of the mesntfethe church. He informs that,
the church is in partnership with some communitpksanamely Haggai Community
Bank, New Life Community Bank, Ore-Ofe CommunityriRaand Sunrise Community
Bank. These banks are located at Redemption camfowe. These banks with others
such as Intercontinental Bank, Oceanic Bank (nowbBok) are encouraged to give soft
loans to members of the church most especiallyethid® are into small scale business.

(d) RCCG and Nigerian Palitics

“Man by nature” Says Aristotle “is a political amal” (Atuluku, 2017).
Ordinarily this implies taking decisions becauséureahas made man to do such. But
there are equally different levels of political f@pation which includes partisan
politics and being apolitical which may not involagtive participation but playing
underground politics. The RCCG fits in the two nesl While the church leadership is
apolitical in partisan politics of the countrystiowers blessings and prayers on Nigerian
leaders for their success. Such include Oluseguas@to, Muhammadu Buhari and Dr.
G. E. Jonathan at different intervals that eithisited RCCG camp or were invited to
the presidential villa in Abuja (Omotoye, 2012). ramtly as we speak, the Vice
President of Federal Republic of Nigeria Profeséemi Osibanjo is a pastor of the
RCCG. It is equally true that while the leadersbifRCCG is not involved in partisan
politics, its prayers for the stability and peadetle country is by far a positive
contribution to national development (Omotoye, 2012

(e) RCCG, Public Awareness and Medical Contributions to National
Development

The RCCG is in partnership with the National Ageffar the control of Aids,
NACA (The News Magazine cited in Omotoye, 2012)isTis done through pastor
Adeboye’s assistance in the education and effeciimplementation of some
programmes like the eradication of polio, paymemttaxes and eradication of
HIV/AIDS pandemonium in the country (Omotoye, 2012he church also has a
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committee known as the Redeemed AIDS ProgrammeoAdiommittee (RAPAC).
The assignment of the group is to assist the patmedically, pray and meet the needs
of the people. All these are done through the firarcontributions of the church. The
committee is said to conduct regular seminars, syap banners and tracts are printed
to assist the committee in achieving its mandate.

Besides, pastor Adeboye himself features regulay the Lagos State
Television (LTV) and the Nigerian Television Autitgr(NTA) emphasizing on the
importance of HIV test. He encourages people afighdens and educates the general
public on the essence of AIDS test or status (Oy&t@012). The church is also
assisting the government in educating the peopleomnto “keep fit” exercise. As part
of the drive, Pastor Adeboye during the annual eatien of the church led his
ministers at times on a 10 kilometres trek in thmp.

() RCCG and Culture and Social Order

RCCG and its women both pastors and members ofattyeare in constant
watch towards sexual education and the discrimigaddentations against people with
certain sexual orientations that impede their acdes information and treatment.
(Omotoye (2012) also informs that the church alssist in educating people against
unprotected sex, multiple sex partners and mothehild transmission of HIV/AIDs. In
the schools, churches and at the camp, youngstidralbpeople are taught to be subject
to civil authorities and pursue high moral life esjally because doing the otherwise is
against man and God. Many youths are given employae drivers, clerks, gardeners,
cleaners and other gainful employment by the churblereby guarantee their longevity
and assistance to their various families which opationship, love, care and social
cohesion in Nigeria.

(9 TheWork of Redemption and RCCG

This was the primary objective of the coming of ¢meirch on board. Using the
evangelistic dictum in Matthew 28:19 “Go therefanmed make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the é&wl of the Holy Spirit” has been
the stimulating factor of RCCG evangelism not just Nigeria but beyond. The
introduction of Holy Ghost congress since 1986raarmual event (Omotoye, 2012) has
helped to preach the gospel of Christ and heallpegiping them the power and energy
to pursue their individual familial and societah@itions and ultimately the fulfillment of
national development in all ramifications. Ojo (BPlspecifically mention that
evangelism “constitutes a work of redemption tosE humans from the grip of evil
spirits, witches, and forces of darkness, enemeisbad luck, repeated failures which
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are ever present and prevalent in the African Waeld”. In the overcoming of these
challenges, the church is a place of refuge anggtion aside of the salvation of man.

Findings

In line with the aim of this research, the impotttnings that have emerged is that, the
RCCG which is one of the African Pentecostal Chunels contributed to national
development in very many ways. This is to state ihapite of the core mandate of
evangelization of the Nigerian People; the chural Bqually gone a step forward to
impact positively on the individual lives, groupand national life. This is a
commendation to the RCCG in its foresight towatulsrch-state relationship.

Conclusion

In conclusion, in view of the above, it is evidémit RCCG has come to satisfy
the spiritual thirst of the Nigerian populace arak tequally gone a step forward to
liberate Nigerians from numerous societal ills, empred both men and women from
within and outside of the church. It is indeed higke of social and economic as well as
political transformation but just to mention a fethis, the RCCG has done based on
biblical world-view that would provide a solid fodation for building a healthy Nigeria
where there is freedom, justice, peace and pragmeriong the citizenry.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this paper, we recommeanoliows:

1. The RCCG should extend its tentacles to providesimgufor Nigerians. This is
a critical area which the Nigerian government iskiag and needs assistance or the
complimentary roles of other organizations anduviatlials to step it up.

2. The RCCG should also help in the provision of Agitiaral mechanization
where large plantations of crops and the provisiomechanized services will boost the
“Green Project” of the Federal government bothsiastenance and cash crops. This will
to a large extent decentralize of mono-economy tdtiple economic growth and
development in Nigeria.

3. RCCG can also extend its contribution to the Awiatindustry through the
provision of Airlines to counter the monopoly oéthxisting Airlines that are running at
the detriment of the Nigerian people. This will atiybring about high ethical standards
in the air business where everything is compromised

Besides, RCCG has developed a strong theologiaahework that will guide
Christians’ response to the problems of Nigeria amdthis way every Christian
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organization or church must follow to transformiindual lives and the entire Nigerian
society.
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