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Abstract

The study evaluated the implementation of technical Colleges curriculum and students engagement
in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwalbom State. Five research
questions and two hypotheses were formulated to guide the study. The study adopted a descriptive
survey research design. The population of the study consisted of 362 teachers and 5763 students in
all the 9 public technical colleges in Akwalbom State. A simple random sampling technique was
used in selecting 90 teachers and 450 students for the study. The instrument used for the study was
Entrepreneurship Subject Availability Checklist and Evaluation of Technical Colleges Curriculum
Implementation and Student Engagement in Entrepreneurial Programme Questionnaire
(ETCCISEEPQ). The instrument was validated by three experts. A reliability co-efficient of 0.79
was obtained using was obtained using Cronbach alpha reliability test. Mean and standard
deviation was used in analyzing research questions while independent t-test was used in analyzing
hypotheses. Findings revealed that technical colleges’ curriculum has not been effectively
implemented, hence it has no significant impact on the entrepreneurial skills development of
students. Based on the findings some recommendations were made; government should recruit only
qualified teachers to teach in technical colleges, technical colleges should increase the number of
entrepreneurial subject they offer among others.
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Technical Colleges are educational institutions established with the aim of training students
to acquire appropriate vocational skills, knowledge, attitudes, habits of thoughts and qualities of
character that enable them develop their intellectual, social, physical, emotional and economic
capabilities, become self-reliant and contribute to economic growth and development of their
nations. Technical Colleges are different from normal secondary schools; the reason is that it
places emphasis on vocational education and skills acquisition rather than how to read and write
(Okowe, 2014). Technical Colleges in Nigeria are training grounds for individuals to acquire
technical awareness and useful skills necessary for mastering a particular trade. Students who
acquired First School Leaving Certificates are often admitted by technical Colleges for six years
of vocational and technical training. The vocational and technical subjects offered in technical
Colleges include; furniture making, painting, automobile mechanics, electrical and electronics
repairs and installations, welding and fabrication, plumbing, woodwork, carpentry etc. in addition
to general education, all the vocational and technical subjects offered by technical colleges are in
two parts: Theory and practice (Okolie, Igwe and Elom, 2019). There is more time allotted for
workshop practice per week than classroom theory lessons; this is to ensure that the learners
acquire the practical skills that are expected of them in the world of work (Adegbile, 2022).

Technical Colleges create and provide teaching and training in vocation subjects like basic
technology, applied science, commerce and other fields of applied learning that are relevant to the
development of the society in the areas of industrial, commercial and vocational agriculture.
Technical Colleges Curricula are prepared in basis and trade modules that are made up of major
components (Ede and Olaitan, 2019). The major components of the technical Colleges as designed
by the Federal Republic of Nigeria (2013) include;

I The formation of an environment that provides opportunities for students to develop
attitudes, awareness, skills and values to the practical work setting. This includes being responsible
for sustaining hard tie with a range of agriculture, business and industry-related areas as well as
general education.

ii. The knowledge about almost every part of the work student/trainee will go into, and also
have knowledge of how students will likely perform in the career.

iii. Train learners on necessary stages of capabilities (workshop practice), to be equipped, be
able to carry our unified function within and without manufacturing or business fields efficiently
within a variety of job or career settings.

iv. Develop skill that enable graduates create wealth; Create employment and be self-reliant
(Small Business Management and Entrepreneurial Training)

From the above, it could be seen that if the curriculum of technical Colleges are properly planned
and implemented, it will not only produce graduates who would create employment for
themselves, but will also become employers of labour, thereby reducing the incidence of
unemployment and by so doing, contribute to the economic development of the country.

The curriculum can be perceived as the totality of the learning experiences which is
provided for the child by the school. To Evans, Kasimu, Christopher and Shuaibu (2021),
Curriculum is a type of step-by-step process used to create positive improvements in courses
offered in educational institution. This implies that curriculum development is a continuous
process in a self-improving school system and not as an event. As the society undergo evolving
changes, the curriculum also changes in the same line for economic sustainability. The curriculum
to Shedrach, Ishiaku and Gofwan (2019) is all the learning which is planned and guided by the
school or educational institution, whether it is carried out in groups or individually, within or
outside the framework of the formal school system. In other words, the curriculum specifies in
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advance what we are seeking to achieve and how we are to go about it. Accordingly, Mbahi (2015)
defined curriculum as an organized learning experiences which is planned or guided by an
educational institution whether it is carried on in groups or individually, within or outside the
educational institution, this definition by Mbahi avoids the semantic arguments about whether
something is curricular or extra-curricular. It also avoids the assumptions that all important
learning takes place by means of lesson and subject. Mbahi (2015) provided a more comprehensive
meaning of curriculum when he said that “The curriculum is selected from the culture of a society”.
He believed that certain kinds of knowledge, certain attitudes and values in the society are regarded
as important and basic, and their transmission from one generation to the next cannot be left to
chance. From the above, Mbahi (2015) states that a curriculum has the following characteristics;
it comprises the experiences of the learners which the school is responsible; it has content and
subject matter which deals with what is to be taught; It is planned and it is series of courses to be
taken by leaners. Hence secondary schools curriculum should be properly implemented so as to
bring about the desired entrepreneurial spirit among secondary school students for Nigeria’s
economic development.

Entrepreneurship education is the aspect of education specifically designed to prepare the
individual for the world of work in specific areas and to develop a level of maturity to be self-
employed, to manage resources and also create more wealth. Entrepreneurship education develops
students’ business mindset, critical and creative thinking mentality which manifest in the country’s
economic development. To Ementa (2013) Entrepreneurship education aims at helping the
students acquire skills to be self-reliant, adding that for an individual to be self-reliant, he or she
must have acquired the right habits, attitudes and skills with which to explore his or her
environment. It is also about application of those skills and attitudes that can make many
individuals career, creating a range of long-term benefits to the society and the economy. Since its
benefits are enormous, adequate steps should be taken to ensure that entrepreneurial education is
given a pride of place by properly funding and equipping entrepreneurship education.

Entrepreneurship education is the process of providing individuals with the concepts and
skills to recognize opportunities that others have overlooked and to have the insight, self-esteem
and knowledge to act where others have hesitated. It helps to develop in youths the entrepreneurial
spirit to make many dropouts who are jobless roaming the streets to embark on their own self-
employment. It is made up of different types of experiences that are capable of giving the learner
the ability and vision of how o access and transform opportunities of different types. It is a means
of increasing student’s ability to participate and respond to societal changes. It is education and
training that allows students to develop and use their creativity to initiate responsibilities and risks.
It has social, economic and political values. It helps to prepare individual for life and most
importantly it gives a career opportunity to students who may never go to higher institution. It also
provides means of employment generation and job security. Furthermore, it provide education that
helps foster the development of small and medium enterprises and viable local enterprises that are
vital in promoting economic development as well as alleviating poverty.

Countries like America grow economically because of its spirit of entrepreneurship. This
implies that four million new businesses are created every year in America which creates new job
and employment opportunities. In Nigeria, if youths have this business perception in the secondary
schools, they will start thinking progressively which in turn will go a long way in addressing the
problem of poverty and unemployment which has been a major problem for decades.
Entrepreneurship is all about personal development, creativity, self-reliance, initiative talking and
action oriented. A scenario where students learn how to accept risks of starting, running and
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growing a business, they will be valuable assets to the nation. Entrepreneurship education therefore
was introduced as a human development reform to address the objective of education for life as
stipulated in the 2013 National Policy on Education, consequently, its objectives are as follows.

Objective of Entrepreneurship Education
Barikorduwa (2018) stated the objectives of entrepreneurship education as thus;

1. to inculcate the spirit of perseverance in the youths and adults which will prepare them to
persist in any business venture they embark on.

2. to offer functional education for the youth that will prepare them to be self-employed and
self-reliant.

3. to create employment generation, it provide opportunity for citizens to be gainfully
employed.

4. to create cordial transition from traditional (unorthodox) economy to modern industrial
economy.

5. to provide the youth graduates with proper training that will enable them to be creative and
innovative in identifying novel business opportunities.

6. to provide the young graduates with enough training and support that will enable them to
establish a career in small and medium size business.

7. to serve as a catalyst for economic growth and development in the society.

8. to offer graduates with adequate training in risk management to make certain risk bearing
feasible.

9. to reduce high rate of poverty in the society.

10.  reduction in rural-urban migration.

Entrepreneurship education should be taken seriously in every facet of education especially
secondary school because it is a core training ground for youths and the basis upon which most
economies are built. It plays a significant role in a country’s trade balance, job creation,
employment and tax revenue generation.

Statement of the Problem

The alarming rate of unemployment in the country gave rise to the redesigning of the
technical Colleges curriculum to include a plethora of entrepreneurial subjects. This massive
unemployment has led to the amplification of all forms of criminality namely; armed robbery,
kidnapping, ritual killings, banditry, insurgency, assassination, cybercrime and a host of others. It
is as a consequence of the above that the introduction and implementation of entrepreneurial
subjects in technical colleges became inevitable. However, in spite of the introduction of numerous
entrepreneurial subjects into the curriculum of technical colleges, the issue of unemployment still
persist which has brought about armed robbery, kidnapping, ritual killings, banditry, insurgency,
assassination, cybercrime among others. It is therefore in this backdrop that this study sought to
evaluate the availability, level of implementation, impact, challenges as well as strategies for
improving technical colleges’ curriculum for students’ engagement in entrepreneurial
programmes. The problem of this study, put in question form; what entrepreneurial subjects are
available, implemented and what is the impact, challenges as well as strategies for improving
technical colleges’ curriculum for students’ engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for the
economic development of Akwa Ibom State?
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Objectives of the Study

This study sought to evaluate technical colleges’ curriculum implementation and students’
engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwa Ibom State.
Specifically, the purpose of the study include;
I to identify the types of entrepreneurial subjects available in technical colleges in
Akwalbom State.
ii. to assess the extent to which the curriculum is implemented for students engagement in
entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwa Ibom State.
iii. to examine the impact of implementing the curriculum for students engagement in
entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwa Ibom State.
v, to identify the challenges associated with implementing the curriculum for students
engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwa Ibom State.
V. to propose strategies for improving the implementation of the curriculum for students
engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwa Ibom State.

Research Questions

The following research questions guide the study
i What are the types of entrepreneurial subjects available in technical colleges in Akwa
IbomState.
ii. to what extent has the curriculum been implemented in technical colleges for students
engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwa Ibom State.
iii. what is the impact of the curriculum on student’s engagement in entrepreneurial
programmes for economic development of Akwa Ibom State.
iv. What are the challenges associated with the implementation of the curriculum in technical
colleges for student’s engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of
Akwa Ibom State.
V. what strategies can be adopted for improving the implementation of the curriculum for
student’s engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwa Ibom
State.

Hypotheses

The following hypotheses were formulated to guide the study:
I. There is no significant difference in the mean responses of teachers and students on the
extent to which the curriculum has been implemented in technical colleges for student’s
engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwa Ibom State.
ii. There is no significant difference in the mean responses of teachers and students on the
impact of the curriculum on student’s engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic
development of Akwa Ibom State.

Methodology

The research design for the study was a descriptive survey research design. The design
involves a data collection strategy based on interrogation or questioning of respondents using such
techniques as questionnaire, interviews, standardized test of intelligence, aptitude, achievement or
performance (Nkemakolam, 2012). The population of the study consisted of all the 362 teachers
and 5763 students in all the 9 public technical Colleges in Akwa lbom State. A simple random
sampling technique was used in selecting 90 teachers and 450 students for the study, this means
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that 10 teachers as well as 50 students were selected from each of the 9 public technical Colleges
in Akwa Ibom State. A simple random sampling technique was used in selecting 90 teachers and
450 students for the study, this means that 10 teachers as well as 50 students were sued for the
study. The instruments used for the study were a checklist and questionnaire titled;
Entrepreneurship Subject Availability Checklist and Evaluation of Technical College Curriculum
Implementation and Student Engagement in Entrepreneurial Programmes Questionnaire
(ETCCISEEPQ). The instrument was validated by three experts in measurement and evaluation in
the Department of Educational Foundations, College of Education Afaha-Nsit. To ensure the
reliability of the instrument, 20 copies as well as 50 copies of the instruments were administered
on 20 teachers and 50 students in Government Technical College Umuahia, Abia State. A
reliability Coefficient of 0.79 as obtained using Cronbach alpha statistics. Hence the instrument
was reliable. Finally, the researchers distributed the instruments to 90 teachers as well as 450
students with the help of 2 research assistants. The data collected was analyzed using weighted
mean and standard deviation for the research question, while independent t-test was used in
analyzing the hypotheses. In interpreting, the real limit of numbers was adopted as follows; 1.00
—1.49 as Very Low Extent (VLE), 1.50 — 2.49 as Low Extent (LE), 2.50 — 3.49 as High Extent
(HE) and 3.50 — 4.00 as very High Extent (VHE) for research question two and 1.00 — 1.49 as
Strongly Disagree (SD), 1.50 — 2.48 as Disagree (D), 2.50-3.49 as Agree (A) and 3.50-4.00 ad
Strongly Agree (SA) for research questions three, four and five.

Results
Research question 1: What are the types of entrepreneurial subjects available in technical colleges
in Akwa IbomState?
Table 1: Number of technical colleges offering entrepreneurial subjects in Akwa Ibom State.
Entrepreneural Subjects Number of technical Colleges
offering subjects

Auto body repairand spray painting

Auto electrical work

Auto mechanical work

Auto part merchandising

Air conditioning and refrigerator

Welding and fabricating engineering craft practice
Electrical installation and maintenance work
Radio, television and electrical work
Block-laying, brick laying and concrete work
10. Painting decoration

11.  Plumbing and pipe-fitting

12. Machine woodworking

13.  Carpentry and Joinery

14.  Furniture making

15.  Upholstery

16. Catering Craft practice

17.  Garment making

18.  Textile trade

19. Dying and bleaching

20.  Printing Craft practice

21. Cosmetology

©COoNOO R~ WD
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33.  Marketing
34. Salesmanship

22.  Leather good manufacturing and repair 0
23.  Stenography 0
24. Data processing 5
25.  Store keeping 3
26. Book keeping 3
27.  GSM maintenance 0
28.  Photography 0
29. Tourism 0
30. Mining 0
31.  Animal husbandry 0
32.  Fisheries 0

3

3

From table above, it can be observed that the 9 technical colleges offered item number 2,
3,4, 6, 7and 9. 6 technical colleges offered item number 13 and 14. 5 offered item number 24
while 3 offered item number 12, 25, 26, 33 and 34. The response therefore shows that other items
were not offered in the 9 technical colleges in the State.

Research Question 2: To what extent has the curriculum been implemented in technical colleges
for students’ engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwalbom
State.

S/N  Statement Teacher Students

X SD Dec. X  SD Dec.
1. Teacher teaches in class regularly during hisor 3.96 199 VHE 291 171 HE
her period
2. There is adequate use of instructional materials 3.31 1.82 HE 182 134 LE
in teaching
3. Teacher demonstration by the use of equipment 3.81 197 VHE 296 172 HE
before allowing students to use them

4, There is a workshop/laboratory for teaching 2.25 151 LE 226 150 LE
entrepreneurial subjects

5. The materials in the laboratory/workshop is
adequate 148 121 VLE 137 117 VLE
6. Students are given opportunity to practice 3.76 194 VHE 251 158 HE
Grand Mean 3.10 1.05 HE 2.31 LE

Table 2 shows the extent to which the curriculum has been implemented in technical
Colleges for students’ engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of
Akwalbom State. From the table, it is observed that mean scores of teachers in item 1, 3 and 6
shows very high extent, item 2 shows high extent, while item 4 shows low extent and item 5 shows
very low extent. However, the grand mean of 3.10 indicates that the overall response of teachers
was high extent. On the other hand, the mean scores of students in item 1, 3 and 6 shows high
extent while item 2 and 4 low extent and item 5 shows very low extent. However, the grand mean
of 2.31 indicates that the overall response of students was low extent.
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Research Question 3: What is the impact of the curriculum on students’ engagement in
entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwalbom State?

Tabel 2: Mean scores of teachers and students on the impact of the Curriculum on students
engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwalbom State

S/N  Statement Teacher Students

X SD Dec. X SD  Dec.

1. Student can make use of the materials available 3.31 1.82 A 187 136 D
in the workshop/laboratory
2. Students can independently practice their skills 2.27 150 D 154 124 D

without teachers supervision

3. Students can setup their small scale business 1.41 1.18 SD 141 120 SD
after graduation

4. Secondary School graduates can also train others
interested in entrepreneurial skills 176 132 D 116 1.07 SD
Grand Mean 2.18 D 1.50 D

Table 3 shows the impact of the curriculum on students’ engagement in entrepreneurial
programmes for economic development of Akwalbom State. From the table, it is observed that the
mean scores of teachers in item 1 shows Agree while item 2 and 4 shows Disagree and Item 3
Shows Strongly Disagree. However, the grand mean of 2.18 indicates that the overall response of
teachers was Disagree. On the other hand, the mean scores for students in item 1 and 2 shows
Disagree while item 3 and 4 shows Strongly Disagree. However, the grand mean 71.50 indicates
that the overall response of students was Disagree.

Research Question 4: What are the challenges associated with the implementation of the
curriculum in technical Colleges for development of Akwalbom State.

Table 2: Mean Score of teachers and students on the challenges associated with the
implementation of the curriculum in technical colleges for students’ engagement in entrepreneurial
programmes for economic development of Akwalbom State.

S/N  Statement Teacher Students

X SD Dec. X SD  Dec.

1. Lack of teacher 3.82 195 SA 3.66 191 SA
2. Lack of instructional material/equipment 3.96 199 SA 3.75 194 SA
3. Teachers absenteeism 316 108 A 317 178 A
4. Teachers poor knowledge of using equipment
available 366 191 SA 353 188 SA
Grand Mean 3.65 SA 3.52 SA

Table 4 shows the challenges associated with the implementation of the curriculum in
technical colleges for student engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic
development of Akwalbom State. From the table, it is observed that the mean scores of teachers

in item 1, 2 and 4 shows Strongly Agree while item 3 shows Agree. However, the grand mean of
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3.65 indicates that the overall response of teachers was Strongly Agree. On the other hand, the
means scores for students in item 1, 2 and 4 shows Strongly Agree while item 3 shows Agree.
However, the grand mean of 3 indicates that the overall response of teacher was Strongly Agree.

Research Question 5: What strategies can be adopted for improving the implementation of the
curriculum for students’ engagement in entreprencurial programmes for economic development of
Akwalbom State?

Table 5: Mean score of teachers and students on the challenges associated with the implementation
of the curriculum in technical colleges for students’ engagement in entrepreneurial programmes
for economic development of Akwalbom State.

programmes for economic development of Akwalbom State.

S/N  Statement Teacher Students

X SD Dec. X  SD Dec.

1. Recruitment of qualified teachers 3.74 193 SA 396 199 SA
2. Provision of instructional materials/equipment 3.68 1.91 SA 388 197 SA
3. Declaration of two days weekly for practical 391 198 SA 351 187 SA
4, Provision of workshop/laboratory 383 196 SA 350 1.86 SA

Grand Mean 3.80 SA 3.71 SA

Table 5 shows the strategies that can be adopted to improve the implementation of the curriculum
for students’ engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwalbom
State. From the table, it is observed that the mean scores of teachers in item 1, 2, 3 and 4 shows
Strongly Agree. Hence the grand mean of 3 indicates that the overall response of teachers was
Strongly Agree. On the other hand, the means Scores for students in item 1, 2, 3 and 4 also shows
Strongly Agree. Hence, the grand mean of 3 which indicates that the overall response of teachers
was Strongly Agree.

Hypothesis 1: There is no significant difference in the mean responses of teachers and student on
the extent to which the curriculum has been implemented in technical colleges for students’
engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwalbom State.
Table 6: Independent t-test on the difference in the mean responses of teachers and students on
the extent to which the curriculum has been implemented in technical colleges for students’
engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwalbom State.

Variables N X SD t-cal t-crit Df Decision
Teachers 90 18.57 10.51

1.01 1.96 538 Accepted
Students 450 13.83 9.10

Significant at 0.05, df =538

Table 6 above shows that the calculated t-value of 1.01 is greater than the critical t-value
of 1.96 at 0.05 level of significance under a one tailed test. This shows that there is no significant
different in the mean responses of teachers and students on the extent to which the curriculum has
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been implemented in technical colleges for students’ engagement in entrepreneurial programmes
for economic development of Akwa Ibom State.

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant difference in the mean responses of teachers and students
on the impact of the curriculum on students’ engagement in entreprencurial programmes for
economic development of Akwa Ibom State.

Table 7: Independent t-test on the difference in the mean responses of teachers and students on
the impact of the curriculum on students’ engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic
development of Akwa Ibom State.

Variables N X SD t-cal t-crit Df Decision
Teachers 90 8.75 5.82

1.90 1.96 538 Accepted
Students 450 5.98 4.87

Significant at 0.05, df =538
~ Table 7-above shows that the calculated t-value of 1.90 is greater than thecritical t-value
of 1.96 at 0.05 level of significance under a one tailed test. This shows that there is no significant
difference in the mean responses of teachers and students on the impact of the curriculum on
students’ engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic development of Akwalbom
State.

Discussion

The findings of the study reveals that out of the 34 entrepreneurial subjects prescribed by
the National Policy on Education, technical colleges in Akwalbom State offered only 14 which is
very abysmal. This is corroborated by Ihuaezuike and Obiekwe (2023) who said that most of the
technical colleges in Nigeria offered very few entrepreneurial courses. The situation therefore
shows the need to encourage technical colleges to implement more entrepreneurial courses so as
to give the students opportunity to expand their knowledge on entrepreneurial skills.

The findings also revealed that teachers attended and taught in class during their period,
they demonstrated and used equipment before giving students to opportunity to also carryout
practical in the workshop/laboratory. This is in line with the submission of Amaechina and Alaubi
(2018) who stated that teachers made it a point of duty to attend their classes and also demonstrate
activities before engaging the students in the workshop/laboratory. However, the study showed
that there was lack of workshop/laboratory and in colleges were workshop/laboratory existed, there
was death of equipment. This is in line with Baba (2013) who reported that some of the challenges
faced by technical Colleges included the lack of laboratory/workshop as well as lack of equipment
in the laboratory/workshop.

The findings further revealed that most students in technical colleges lacked sufficient
knowledge on how to make use of the equipments in the workshop. This is because the equipment
available is not enough to allow a learner to sufficiently engage in the learning process. This
correlates with the submission of Ojeifo (2013) who stated that students of technical colleges were
not adequately exposed to practicals hence their inability to carry out the skills learnt.

The study also revealed that some of the challenges associated with implementing technical
colleges curriculum included; lack of teachers in the various fields, lack of instructional
materials/equipment, teachers, nonchalant attitude to work as well as teachers’ poor knowledge
about the use of equipment in the workshop/laboratory. This resonates with the report of Ofoha

(2020) who reported in his study that the challenges of implementing technical colleges curriculum
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in Lagos State include; lack of qualified teachers, lack of laboratory materials, teacher absenteeism
as well as teachers inexperience.

The study further revealed that strategies such as recruitment of qualified teachers,
provision of instructional materials/equipment, declaration of two days for practical every week
and provision of a well-equipped workshop/laboratory will significantly improve student
engagement in entrepreneurial programmes. This falls in line with the findings of Omosewo,
Akanmu and Asebimo (2013) who submitted that for the curriculum of senior secondary schools
to be effectively implemented, adequate qualified teachers should be employed, laboratory
equipment should be sufficiently provided, adequate time should be set aside for practical and
spacious workshop/laboratory with relevant materials should be on ground to aid effective
teaching and learning.

Similarly, hypothesis are revealed that there is no significant difference in the mean
responses of teachers and students on the extent to which the curriculum has been implemented in
technical colleges for students’ engagement in entrepreneurial programmes for economic
development. The result of the hypothesis shows that both teachers and students agreed that both
teachers and students agreed that the curriculum for technical colleges were not adequately and
properly implemented, hence its ineffectiveness in producing skilled entrepreneurs. This is in
consonance with the submission of Uwaezuike and Obiekwe (2023) who stated that the curriculum
for technical colleges in Nigeria was not properly implemented.

Finally, hypothesis two revealed that there is no significant difference in the mean response
of teacher and students in the impact of the curriculum on students’ engagement in entrepreneurial
programmes for economic development. The result of the hypothesis shows that both teacher and
students agreed that the curriculum for technical colleges has no significant impact in
students’entrepreneural skill development in Akwalbom State. This learns credence to the findings
of Uwaezuike and Obiekwe (2023) who submitted in their findings that technical college’s
curriculum had no significant impact on students’ engagement in entrepreneurial skills
development in Nigeria.

Conclusion

Based on the findings, it was concluded that technical colleges in Akwalbom State offered
very few entrepreneurial subjects compared to the prescription made by the National policy on
Education and in schools were these subjects are implemented, factors such as inadequate teachers,
lack of instructional materials and poor workshop/laboratory conditions hindered the effective
implementation of the curriculum. As a result, the curriculum has no significant impact on the
entrepreneurial skill development of the students.

Recommendation
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made;

1. Government should recruit only qualified teachers to teach in technical Colleges.

2. Funds should be released so as to buy the necessary equipment needed in setting up a
standard workshop/laboratory in schools (in existing entrepreneurial subjects)

3. Technical colleges should expand the number of entrepreneurial subject they offer

4. School principals should set aside a day or two for practical so that students can engage in
entrepreneurial skills in schools.
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