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Abstract  

The Study Examined Teacher’s Perception Of Peer Bullying Among Students In Tertiary 

Institutions In Edo State. Two Research Questions And Two Hypotheses Guided The Study. 

The Descriptive Survey Research Design Was Applied For The Study. The Population Of The 

Study Consists Of 883 Faculty Of Education Lecturers In University Of Benin And Ambrose 

Ali University Ekpoma All In Edo State. A Sample Of 360 Lecturers Was Selected Using 

Simple Random Sampling Technique. The Instrument Used For Data Collection Was A 

Structured Questionnaire. The Instrument Was Validated By Two Experts. Spearman Rank 

Order Was Used To Determine The Reliability Of The Instrument Which Yielded A 

Reliability Coefficient Of 0.87. 360 Copies Of The Questionnaire Were Administered To The 

Respondents. Out Of The 360 Copies Administered, 218 Copies Were Retrieved And Used 

For Analysis. Mean And Standard Deviation Were Descriptive Statistical Tools Adopted To 

Analyze The Two Research Questions While T-Test Was The Inferential Statistics Used To 

Test The Null Hypotheses At 0.05 Level Of Significance. For The Research Questions, The 

Decision Was Based On The Criterion Mean Of 2.50. While For The Hypotheses, If The 

Calculated Value Of T (T-Cal) Is Greater Than The Table Value Of T (T-Crit), The 

Hypothesis Will Be Rejected; Whereas, If The Calculated Value Of T (T-Cal) Is Less Than 

The Table Or Critical Value Of T (T-Crit), The Hypothesis Will Be Accepted. The Findings 

Of The Study Revealed That The Forms Of Peer Bullying Which Exists Among Students In 

Tertiary Institutions In Edo State Include Physical Peer Bullying, Emotional Peer Bullying, 

Verbal Peer Bullying, Etc. And These Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Influence Academic 

Performance Of Students. The Study Recommends Among Other Things That Adequate And 

Appropriate Disciplinary Measures Should Be Taken Against All Forms Of Peer Bullying 

And Their Perpetrators Should Be Made To Face The Due Weight Of The Law.  
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Introduction  

Nigeria Is Facing A Contemporary Phenomenon, Peer Bullying, Which Presently Plagues Our 

Tertiary Institutions And Has Been A Subject Of Attention And Alarm For The Past Few Decades 

(Campaert, Nocentini, &Menesini, 2017). The Notion Of Peer Bullying Was Conceived Hundreds Of 

Years Ago Through Literature Written In The Late 1600s, Referring To Bullying As Petty Tyranny 

(Hawley &Williford, 2015). Peer Bullying Is A Social Problem, And One Person In Every Three 

Individuals Randomly Selected Has Been Bullied Physically, Verbally, And Socially (Misawa, 2010). 

Peer Bullying Influences Both The Individual And The Perpetrator And May Lead To Present And 

Long-Term Effects. Peer Bullying Always Have Either Direct Or Indirect Effects On The Victims 

And May Result In Poor Academic Performance (Aleem, 2016). According To Nishina, Juvonen, 
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And Witkow (2015), School Harassment, Peer Victimization, And Bullying Have Contributed To A 

Decline In Classroom Activities And School Engagement, Which Tend To Impact Academic 

Performance And Achievement Negatively. 

According To Quiroz, Arnette, And Stephens (2016), Peer Bullying Is Intentional Use Of 

Force, Threat, Or Coercion To Abuse, Intimidate Or Aggressively Dominate Others. This Behavior Is 

Often Repeated And Habitual. One Essential Prerequisite Is The Perception, By The Bully Or By 

Others, Of An Imbalance Of Social Or Physical Power, Which Distinguishes Bullying From Ordinary 

Conflicts Between Individuals. Peer Bullying Occurs In Many Places Especially In Organized 

Communities Such As Schools (Secondary, Boarding School And Tertiary Institutions). It Could 

Take Place In Internet And Phone Communication E.G. Texting, Facebook, Manipulation Of Photos. 

It Comes As An Anti-Social Activity Like Exclusion, Gossip And Non-Verbal Body Language. It 

Could Range From Direct To Indirect Harassment, From Minor Irritation To Major Assault, From 

“Just Having A Bit Of Fun” To Breaking The Law. A Student Can Be Bullied By One Person Or By 

A Group Of Persons For Years Sporadically Or Continuously (Gregson, 2017). According To Federal 

Ministry Of Education (2017), Since The Last Decade, Several Cases Of Violence Against Children 

And Teenagers  Such As Torture, Kidnapping And Shooting, Sexual Harassment, Rape, Corporal 

Punishment And So On Have Been Reported Globally. Despite Sparse Documentation On Incidences 

Of Peer Bullying Around The Globe, Studies Conducted In Various Countries Have Indicated That A 

Growing Percentage Of Student Population Is Being Bullied Everyday Across The Globe And That 

The Rates Of Peer Bullying Vary From Country To Country. 

In Nigerian Tertiary Institutions, Peer Bullying Has Been A Crucial Issue Among Other 

Vices. Peer Bullying Is A Menace That Has Major Negative Effects On Student’s Academic 

Performance, Social And Healthy Cultures Of Staff, Lecturers, And Indeed The Academic Machinery 

Itself. Apart From Being Brutal, Peer Bullying Also Has Social, Physical And Psychological Effects 

On The Victims. Learners Who Are Bullied Do Not Only Consider School As Unsafe But Have Also 

Increased Risk Of Depression And High Rate Of Drug Abuse. Peer Bullying Victims Also Tend To 

Develop Low Self-Esteem Tendencies That Progress Into Adulthood (Rosta, 2017). According To 

Shelton (2015), Bullying Related Incidents In Schools Further Disrupt Learning Resulting In Low 

Academic Performance Both In Class And National Examinations. Even Though Cases Of Peer 

Bullying Has Been Reported In Many Tertiary Institutions In Nigeria, This Deviant Act However Has 

Not Been Given Adequate Attention. Furthermore, There Are No Available Statistical Facts To Show 

The Actual Number Of Students That Are Bullied In Nigerian Tertiary Institutions And Particularly 

In Edo State. This Lack Of Statistical Facts And Absence Has Made It Difficult To Really Appreciate 

The Prevalence Of Peer Bullying Behavior Among Students. Hence, This Study Seeks To Determine 

Teacher’s Perception Of Peer Bullying Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State.  

 
Statement Of The Problem  

Peer Bullying Is A Rising Trend Globally And Tertiary Institutions In Nigeria Are Not An 

Exception. Threats, Viciousness, Terror And Intimidation Should Be Unlikely Occurrences In 

Educational Settings; Yet The Problem Of Peer Bullying Has Remained Pervasive For All 

Stakeholders In Education And This Phenomenon Have Succeeded In Making Educational Settings 

Unsafe. Gregson (2013) Stated That Tertiary Institutions Of Learning Have Become An Ideal 

Environment For Peer Bullying Because Of Its Decentralized Nature. This Trend Violates The United 

Nations Fundamental Human Rights – Right To Health, Safety And Freedom From Fear And 

Violence As Well As The Universal Declaration Of Human Rights (1948). Shelton (2015) Stated That 

No Individual Has The Right To Put Another Or Others In A Position Where They Become Victims 

Of His Or Her Malicious Tendencies Solely For Self-Gratification Or Pleasure. Peer Bullying Has 

Been Observed To Lead To Destructive Behavior Such As Partner Abuse, Road Rage, Child Abuse 

And Theft In Individuals When They Become Adults. It Is Therefore Wise To Prevent It At Primary 

Level Than Waiting For It To Continue. It Is Against This Background That This Study Sought To 
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Find Out Teacher’s Perception Of Peer Bullying Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo 

State.   

 
Purpose of the Study 

The Main Purpose of the Study Was to Examine Teacher’s Perception of Peer Bullying 

among Students in Tertiary Institutions in Edo State. More Specifically, The Study Sought To;  

1. Identify Forms of Peer Bullying Manifested Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo 

State. 

2. Find Out If The Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Influence Academic Performance Of 

Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State. 

 
Research Questions   

 The Following Research Questions Were Raise To Guide This Study. 

1. Which Forms Of Peer Bullying Exists Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State? 

2. Does The Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Influence Academic Performance Of Students In 

Tertiary Institutions In Edo State?  

 
Hypotheses 
 The Following Hypotheses Are Stated For The Study: 

1. There Is No Significant Difference In The Mean Ratings Of Teachers On The Identified 

Forms Of Peer Bullying Which Exits Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State Based On 

Gender. 

2. There Is No Significant Relationship In The Mean Ratings Of Teachers On Whether The 

Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Influence Academic Performance Of Students In Tertiary 

Institutions In Edo State Based On Location.  

 

Literature Review Definition of Peer Bullying Among Students In Tertiary Institutions   

Peer Bullying Is An Issue That Does Not Discriminate, And Its Effects Are Far-Reaching 

And Affect Many Students Worldwide, Including All Age Groups, Races, And Populations 

(Kevorkian Et Al., 2016). The Literature Surrounding The Topic Of Peer Bullying Is Pervasive And 

Rich. It Primarily Investigates The Effects Of Bullying On Students, Social Aspects, Family 

Dynamics, Teacher Characteristics, And Academics. However, Little Is Known About How Teachers 

Perceive Forms Of Peer Bullying As Well As How It Influences Students’ Academic Performance. 

Peer Bullying In Tertiary Institutions Refers To Acts Of Intimidation, Harassment, Oppression, 

Mistreatment, Maltreatment, Victimization, Harrying, And Hounding Of Students Taking Place At 

Institutions Of Higher Learning Such As Universities And Colleges. It Is Believed To Be Common, 

Although Not Received Much Attention From Researchers As Bullying In Other Context; Hence The 

Motivation For This Study. Peer Bullying Begins In Early Childhood When Individuals Begin To 

Assert Themselves At The Expense Of Others In Order To Establish Their Social Dominance.  

Most Scholars Agree To The Definitions That Peer Bullying Is An Intentional Aggressive Act 

To Harm Another Person And To Cause A Power Imbalance Between The Aggressor And Bullying 

Victims. Also, Peer Bullying Is Defined As The Dynamic Interaction Between The Aggressor And 

The Victim At Which The Power Of The Perpetrators Increases While The Power Of The Victims 

Diminishes. As The Victims Lose Their Power, They Are Unable To Cope With Or Respond To The 

Problem (Swearer &Hymel, 2015). Peer Bullying Involves Engaging In Repeated Actions, Such As 

Physical Contact, Verbal Assault, Nonverbal Gesture, Or Deliberate Social Exclusion, And 

Intentionally Designed To Inflict Harm On Individuals Who Are Unable To Defend Themselves 

(Feldman, 2014). Bullying Therefore Can Be Seen As The Unprovoked Abuse, Which Is Repeated 

Over An Extended Time To Inflict Distress Upon A Person Perceived To Be Vulnerable In One -Way 

Exercise Of Power. 

Teachers’ Perception of Peer Bullying Among Students in Tertiary Institutions in Edo State 
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Forms of Peer Bullying Among Students In Tertiary Institutions   

Several Forms Of Bullying Have Been Identified Over Time As Follows:  

 Hazing:  According To Anderson, Gentile And Dill (2012), Hazing Is A Practice Of Ritual 

And Other Activities Involving Harassment, Abuse Or Humiliation As A Way Of Initiating A Person 

Into A Group. Hazing Is Seen In Many Different Types Of Social Groups Including Gangs, Sport 

Teams, Schools, Military Units, Fraternities And Socrates. Hazing Is Often Prohibited By Law And 

May Comprise Either Physical Or Psychological Abuse. It May Also Include Nudity Or Social 

Oriented Offences More Than Half Of Hazing Incidence On Campuses Result In Pictures Publicly 

Posted On The Internet. Studies Have Revealed That Two Of Every Five College/University Students 

Acknowledge Incidents Of Hazing On Their Campus 55% Of College Students Who Are Involved In 

Campus Clubs, Teams And Other Organizations Have Reportedly Being Hazed In Some Form. 

 Cyber Peer Bullying: Cyber Bullying Is Any Bullying Done Through The Use Of 

Technology; Electronic Bullying Is A Newly Emerging Phenomenon Threatening All Age Groups 

But Students In Particular. Electronic Bullies Us The Popular Student Mediums Of E-Mails, Mobile 

Phones And Text Messages To Harass, Abuse And Scare Others. This Kind Of Bullying Is Escalating 

At A Wrong Rate With Around Half A Million Young Experiencing It (Bluemke, Friedrich 

&Zumbach, 2017). Social Networking And Text Messages Are Common Outlets For Cyber Bullying, 

While Chat Rooms And Other Websites Are Less Likely To Be Used In Cyber Bullying. They 

Further Maintained That Once A Young Adult Enters College, There Is Little Or No Computer 

Monitoring, Leading To The Misuse Of Technology And The Added Probability Of Cyber Bullying. 

 Physical Bullying: Physical Bullying Is Any Unwanted Physical Contact Between The Bully 

And The Victims. This Is One Of The Most Easily Identified Forms Of Bullying. Examples Include 

Punching, Pushing, Shoving, Kicking, Hazing, Inappropriate Touching, Tickling, Headlocks, 

Pinching, School Pranks, Teasing, Fighting, And Use Of Available Objects As Weapons. 

 Emotional Peer Bullying: Emotional Peer Bullying Is Any Form Of Bullying That Causes 

Damage To A Victim’s Psyche And/Or Emotional Wellbeing (Levinson, &Levinson, 2014). 

Examples Of Emotional Peer Bullying Include: Spreading Malicious Rumors About Fellow Students, 

Keeping Certain People Out Of A “Group” (Exclusion), Getting Certain Students To “Gang Up” On 

Others, Making Fun Of Certain Students, Ignoring People On Purpose/Silent Treatment, Provocation, 

Pretend The Victim Is Nonexistent, Saying Hurtful Words, Belittling Someone. 

 Verbal Peer Bullying: Verbal Aggression Is The Most Commonly Reported Form Of 

Bullying. Verbal Bullying Is Any Slanderous Statement Or Accusation That Causes The Victim 

Undue Emotional Distress. Example Include: Directing Foul/Profane Language At The Target, Using 

Derogatory Terms Or Deriding The Person’s Name, Commenting Negatively On Someone’s Look’s, 

Clothes, Body Etc. Fomenting, Harassment, Mocking, Teasing, Belittling. 

 Sexual Peer Bullying: This Is Any Bullying Behavior Whether Physical or Non-Physical 

That Is Based on a Person’s Sexually Or Gender. It Is When Sexually Or Gender Is Used As A 

Weapon By Boys Or Girls Towards Other Boys Or Girls, Although It Is More Commonly Directed At 

Girls. It Can Be Carried Out To A Person’s Face, Behind Their Bucks Or Through The Use Of 

Technology (Vreeman, &Carrol, 2017).  

 Pack Peer Bullying: Pack Peer Bullying Also Known As Mobbing Is A Bullying Undertaken 

By A Group. Pack Bullying Was More Prominent In High School And Characteristically Lasted 

Longer Than Bullying Undertaken By Individuals. Pack Peer Bullying May Be Physical Or 

Emotional And May Be Perpetrated In Person Or In Cyber Space. It Takes Place In School Yards, 

School Highways, Sport Fields Gymnasiums, Classrooms And On The Bus. 

 
Influence of Peer Bullying On Students Academic Performance   

There Exists a Strong Correlation Between Peer Bullying And Academic Performance, As 

Evidenced In The Student’s Loss Of Concentration During Lectures. Schools And Homes Are Not 
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Always Safe Due To Bullying, And The Act Of Bullying Affects The Emotional, Social, And 

Physical Wellbeing Of A Tertiary Institution Student. The Family And The School Are The Principal 

Areas Where Bullying Is Common And Practiced (Rigby, 2018). The Family Is Usually The First 

Environment Where Learning Begins, And Any Sort Of Bullying That Occurs At Home Affects The 

Child Through Anger, Which Would Further Be A Threat To Academic Performance In Any 

Learning Institution. Poor Family Cohesion, Authoritarian Parents, Physical Abuse, And Aggressive 

Behaviors Are Other Forms Of Bullying A Child Can Learn From Home And Apply At School, 

Which Negatively Impacts Academic Performance (Bonds &Stoker, 2009). The Victims Of Abuse 

Are Usually Disruptive, Aggressive, And Very Violent, Causing Harm To Everyone In The School 

Environment And Making Studies Extremely Difficult. Violent Behaviors Are Common Within 

Students Of Low Income In The Inner City With Outcomes Such As Depression, Anxiety, And Poor 

Educational Achievement (Fanti, 2019). 

Being Bullied Is Associated With Being Unsafe In Schools, Loneliness, Not Belonging At 

School, And Skipping School To Avoid Victimization. Bullying And Victimization Are Associated 

With Poor Academic Achievement In Schools Due To Their Effects On The Students (Kokkinos, 

2016). Students Do Not Feel Safe And Lose Interest In Attending Schools Due To Harassment From 

Fellow Peers. Victimization Is Negatively Associated With Poor Academic Performance In Both 

Males And Females As Either Of Them Will Avoid School Due To Bully Threats Or Feel Very 

Depressed To Study In An Environment Where They Feel Unsafe. Peer Bullying Could Be Directly 

Or Indirectly Related To Psychological Maladjustment, School Engagement, And Peer Acceptance, 

As Well As Other Factors That Could Mediate These Acts Of Peer Bullying (Wang, Iannotti, &Luk, 

2019). Victims Of Peer Bullying Are Usually Exposed To Problems Such As Emotional, Behavioral, 

Psychiatric Disorder, And Poor Or Impaired Academic Performance (Nakamoto, 2017). At The 

Mental Health Level, Victims Of Bullying Are Faced With Depression, Insomnia, Feelings Of 

Loneliness, Hopelessness, Low Self-Esteem, Suicidal Ideation, And Suicidal Attempt. The Results Of 

All The Effects Of Peer Bullying Usually Tend To End Up With Poor Academic Performance In 

Schools. 

 
Methodology 

The Descriptive Survey Research Design Was Applied For This Study Which Examined 

Teachers’ Perception Of Peer Bullying Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State. The 

Population Of The Study Consists Of 883 Faculty Of Education Lecturers In University Of Benin 

And Ambrose Ali University Ekpoma All In Edo State. A Sample Of 360 Lecturers Was Selected 

Using Simple Random Sampling Technique. The Instrument Used For Data Collection Was A 

Structured Questionnaire On A Four (4) Point Rating Scale. The Instrument Was Validated By Two 

Experts From Accounting Education Department, Federal College Of Education (Technical), Asaba. 

Spearman Rank Order Was Used To Determine The Reliability Of The Instrument Which Yielded A 

Reliability Coefficient Of 0.87. 360 Copies Of The Questionnaire Were Administered To The 

Respondents By The Researcher And Two Other Research Assistants. However, Out The 360 Copies 

Administered, 218 Copies Were Retrieved And Used For Analysis. Mean And Standard Deviation 

Were Descriptive Statistical Tools Adopted To Analyze The Two Research Questions While T-Test 

Was The Inferential Statistics Used To Test The Null Hypotheses At 0.05 Level Of Significance. For 

The Research Questions, The Decision Was Based On The Criterion Mean Of 2.50. Thus, Any Item 

Whose Mean Value Is 2.50 And Above Will Be Accepted While Any Item Having A Mean Value 

Lower Than 2.50 Will Be Rejected. Standard Deviation Values Wide Apart Show Homogeneity In 

The Responses Of The Respondents. For The Hypotheses, If The Calculated Value Of T (T-Cal) Is 

Greater Than The Table Value Of T (T-Crit), The Hypothesis Will Be Rejected; Whereas, If The 

Calculated Value Of T (T-Cal) Is Less Than The Table Or Critical Value Of T (T-Crit), The 

Hypothesis Will Be Accepted. 
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Presentation Of Results 
Research Question 1: Which Forms Of Peer Bullying Exists Among Students In Tertiary Institutions 

In Edo State? 

 
Table 1: Mean And Standard Deviation Scores Of Teachers Responses On The Forms Of Peer 

Bullying That Exists Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State 
S/N Statements    S.D Remark 

1. Physical Peer Bullying Such As Punching, Pushing, Shoving, Kicking, 

Inappropriate Touching, Tickling, Headlocks, Pinching, And School Pranks Tend 

To Exit Among Students. 

3.20 0.84 Agreed 

2. Emotional Peer Bullying Which Is A Form Of Bullying That Causes Damage To 

A Victim Psyche And/Or Emotional Wellbeing Tend To Exist Among Students. 

3.48 0.64 Agreed 

3. Verbal Peer Bullying Which Is Any Slanderous Statement Or Accusation That 

Causes The Victim Undue Emotional Distress Tend To Exist Among Students. 

3.87 0.44 Agreed 

4. Sexual Peer Bullying Such As Sexual Harassment, Indecent Dressing, Unwanted 

Touching, Kissing, Caressing, Using Sexually Insultive Language, Grouping, 

And Providing Sexual Favours In Exchange For Protection And Good Grades 

Tends To Exist Among Students. 

3.95 0.23 Agreed 

5. Hazing Which Is A Practice Of Ritual And Other Activities Involving 

Harassment, Abuse Or Humiliation As A Way Of Initiating A Person Into A 

Group Tend To Exist Among Students. 

3.40 0.77 Agreed 

 Grand 3.58 0.58 Agreed 

Source: Researcher’s Field Survey Data, 2022.  

 

From The Above Table, A Grand Mean Of 3.58 And Standard Deviation Of 0.58 Indicates That The 

Respondents Agreed That The Forms Of Peer Bullying Listed In Items 1-5 Exists Among Students In 

Tertiary Institutions In Edo State. 

 

Research Question 2: Does The Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Influence Academic Performance 

Of Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State?  

 
Table 2: Mean And Standard Deviation Scores Of Responses On How Forms Of Peer Bullying 

Influence Academic Performance Of Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State. 
S/N Statements    S.D Remark 

1. Peer Bullying Most Likely Leads To Student’s Loss Of Concentration During Lectures And This 

Tend To Influences Their Academic Performance. 

3.87 0.38 Agreed 

2. The Victims Of Peer Bullying Are Usually Disruptive, Aggressive, And Very Violent, Causing 
Harm To Everyone In The School Environment And Making Studies Extremely Difficult. 

3.80 0.52 Agreed 

3. Peer Bullying Is Negatively Associated With Poor Academic Performance In Both Males And 

Females As Either Of Them Will Avoid School Due To Peer Bully Threats Or Feel Very 

Depressed To Study In An Environment Where They Feel Unsafe  And This Tends To Influences 

Their Academic Performance. 

3.48 0.64 Agreed 

4. The Results Of All The Effects Of Peer Bullying Usually Tend To End Up With Poor Academic 

Performance In Schools. 

3.54 0.50 Agreed 

5. Being A Victim Of Peer Bullying Is Associated With An Increased Risk Of Physical Health 
Problems, Engaging In Health Risk Behaviors, Long-Term Emotional Behavioral And Mental 

Health Problems, Self-Harm, Suicide, And Poorer Educational Attainment. 

3.87 0.44 Agreed 

 Grand Mean 3.71 0.50 Agreed 

Source: Researcher’s Field Survey Data, 2022.  

 

From The Above Table, A Grand Mean Of 3.71 And Standard Deviation Of 0.50 Indicates That The 

Respondents Agreed That The Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Influence Academic Performance 

Of Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State.  
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Hypotheses  

Ho1: There Is No Significant Difference In The Mean Ratings Of Teachers On The Identified Forms 

Of Peer Bullying Which Exits Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State Based On 

Gender. 

 
Table 3: T-Testanalysis Of Teachers On The Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Which Exits Among 

Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State Based On Gender. 

Respondents N    S
2
 Df T.Cal T.Crit  Remark 

Male  103 3.65 0.25 
216 1.41 1.97 0.05 Retain Ho 

Female  115 3.61 0.15 

Source: Researcher’s Field Survey Data, 2022.  

 

From The T-Test Table, Since T-Cal (1.41) < T-Crit (1.97), We Retain Ho. The Null Hypothesis Is 

Hereby Retained That There Is No Significant Difference In The Mean Ratings Of Teachers On The 

Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Which Exits Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State 

Based On Gender. 

 
Ho2: There Is No Significant Relationship In The Mean Ratings Of Teachers On Whether The 

Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Influence Academic Performance Of Students In Tertiary 

Institutions In Edo State Based On Location.  

 
Table 4: T-Testanalysis Of Teachers On Whether The Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Influence 

Academic Performance Of Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State Based On Location. 

Respondents N    S
2
 Df T.Cal T.Crit  Remark 

Male  103 3.00 0.42 
216 -1.48 1.97 0.05 Retain Ho 

Female  115 3.08 0.37 

Source: Researcher’s Field Survey Data, 2022.  

 

From The T-Test Table, Since T-Cal (-1.48) < T-Crit (1.97), We Retain Ho. The Null Hypothesis Is 

Hereby Retained That There Is No Significant Relationship In The Mean Ratings Of Teachers On 

Whether The Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Influence Academic Performance Of Students In 

Tertiary Institutions In Edo State Based On Location. 

 

Discussion of Findings 

 The First Finding Of The Study According To Table 1 Revealed That The Forms Of Peer 

Bullying Which Exists Among Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State Include Physical Peer 

Bullying, Emotional Peer Bullying, Verbal Peer Bullying, Sexual Peer Bullying, And Hazing. This 

Findings Is In Agreement With Anderson, Gentile And Dill (2012), Whose Findings Revealed That 

Two Of Every Five College/University Students Acknowledge Incidents Of Hazing On Their Campus 

55% Of College Students Who Are Involved In Campus Clubs, Teams And Other Organizations Have 

Reportedly Being Hazed In Some Form. Furthermore, Vreeman And Carrol (2017) Stated That 

Sexual Peer Bullying Is When Sexually Or Gender Is Used As A Weapon By Boys Or Girls Towards 

Other Boys Or Girls, Although It Is More Commonly Directed At Girls. 

 Another Finding Of The Study Revealed That The Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Such 

As Physical Peer Bullying, Emotional Peer Bullying, Verbal Peer Bullying, Sexual Peer Bullying, 

And Hazing Influence Academic Performance Of Students In Tertiary Institutions In Edo State. This 

Is True Because Peer Bullying Most Likely Leads To Student’s Loss Of Concentration During 

Lectures;  Victims Are Usually Disruptive, Aggressive, And Very Violent, Causing Harm To 

Everyone In The School Environment And Making Studies Extremely Difficult; Victims Tends To 

Avoid School Due To Peer Bully Threats Or Feel Very Depressed To Study In An Environment 

Teachers’ Perception of Peer Bullying Among Students in Tertiary Institutions in Edo State 
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Where They Feel Unsafe; Victim Of Peer Bullying Is Associated With An Increased Risk Of Physical 

Health Problems, Engaging In Health Risk Behaviors, Long-Term Emotional Behavioral And Mental 

Health Problems, Self-Harm, Suicide, And Poorer Educational Attainment. This Finding Is In Line 

With The Findings Of Rigby (2018) Who Submitted That There Exists A Strong Correlation Between 

Peer Bullying And Academic Performance, As Evidenced In The Student’s Loss Of Concentration 

During Lectures. 

 
Conclusion  

This Paper Examined Teacher’s Perception Of Peer Bullying Among Students In Tertiary 

Institutions In Edo State. Bullying In Tertiary Institutions Is A Serious Worldwide Problem Among 

Students That Can Lead To Physical, Health And Psychological Problems On The Long And Short 

Term. This Study Identified Various Forms Of Peer Bullying Such As Physical Peer Bullying, 

Emotional Peer Bullying, Verbal Peer Bullying, Sexual Peer Bullying, And Hazing Which Exists 

Among Students Of Tertiary Institutions In Edo State. Findings Of This Study Further Show That The 

Identified Forms Of Peer Bullying Among Students Influence Academic Performance Of Students In 

Tertiary Institutions In Edo State. 

 
Recommendations  

The Following Recommendations Are Hereby Put Forward From The Findings Of The Study 

 Adequate And Appropriate Disciplinary Measures Should Be Taken Against All Forms Of 

Peer Bullying And Their Perpetrators Should Be Made To Face The Due Weight Of The Law. 

 Since Peer Bullying Negatively Influence Student’s Academic Performance, Tertiary 

Institutions Counselors Should Be Adequately Trained, Skilled And Well Equipped To Handle Cases 

Of Peer Bullying Effectively. 

 Tertiary Institutions Should Develop Workable Code Of Conduct That Encourages Students 

To Exhibit Appropriate Behaviours At All Times As This Will Reduce The Incidence Of Peer 

Bullying.  
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