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Abstract

English is a prestigious language in Nigeria. It is one of the compulsory
subjects in the school curriculum. Its acquisition is a gateway to higher
education, self reliance and, social stratification leading to National
development. Ways of improving its teaching and learning are a task that
must be done. This paper then looks at ways the English language can be
properly taught and learnt through ICT electronic machines. The paper does
this by giving general overview of ICT, its categories and their relevance to
English Language teaching and learning. The paper also enumerates some
advantages of ICT to both the teacher and learner. It then looks at some
constraints in the use of ICT gadgets and gives possible suggestions on how
they could be made affordable and accessible to both teachers and learners
of English Language.

Introduction

The main focus of English Language education programme in the Nigerian education system
is to prepare the learner for proficiency in its use and enable him to cope with other school subjects,
since the language of instruction in the school system as from primary four is English.

In Nigeria, English Language can be traced back to the 9™ century when the Western (formal)
education was introduced in the country. The introduction is linked with the activities of the
missionaries who laid much emphasis mainly on a means to communicate with the indigenes so as to
propagate Christianity that was their major objective. After independence in 1960, English Language
was accorded greater recognition by the Federal Government of Nigeria. The reason was that English
was and still is the only language that eases communication among Nigerians from various ethnic
groups. In fact, in this way the English language plays the role of uniting all the ethnic groups in the
country, as Nigeria is a Multi-lingual nation. Then, Federal Government through the National Policy
on Education (NPE 1977) - (revised in 1981, 1989 and 2004) - formulated a policy that:

1. English Language should be studied as a subject at all levels of education in the country.
2. It should be adopted as a medium of instruction in the Nigerian school system as from primary
four.

In view of the important role the English Language plays in the country, various efforts have
often been made to improve its teaching and learning as the implications fro the general improvement
of country’s standard of education cannot be over-emphasized. It is at this juncture that one may then
ask: How effective have all the efforts made to improve the teaching and learning of this English
Language yielded positive results? The answer is simple: the teaching and learning of English have
been faced with a number of problems. On the part of learners, the problems include poor language
aptitude, age of entry and mother tongue interference. The problems on the part of teachers centre on
poor methodologies as well as inadequate and ineffective instructional materials. Coming to the
Government, there are the problems of appropriate policy formulation and the will to enforce
implementation.
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But in this era of global use of Communication and Information technology in virtually all
aspects of human existence, it is our belief that with the aid of ICT, policy-making and the study of
English Language would be retrieved from its present seemingly abysmal position. It is no
longer news that pedagogic use of Information and Communication Technology in most subjects, in
many parts of the world, is yielding positive effects; Nigeria is no exceptional. ICT is seen as a global
open space for information that has a driving force for globalization because it dissolve every national
barrier. It is a scientific and technological invention that has to do with electronics such as the
computer, Internet, e-mail, GSM, Telefax, language lab, CD Rom, DVD player, Television and
Radio, cassette player etc (Bulus, 2002:20-22). These electronics are capable of acquiring, storing,
processing, retrieving and distributing information to destinations of wider coverage within a short
space of time, thereby reducing the wide world to a global village. They are used for data collection
and analysis. It is necessary to note here that most of these electronic applications work round the
clock and, as such, would allow the individual and co-operate bodies assess to store and retrieve
information and make it flow easily across the glob at anytime.

The Place of ICT in English Language Teaching and Learning
The aim of language teaching in schools generally is to enable the learner to acquire
adequate skills in its oral production, reading and writing Kwofie 1981,p.101). For this reason, the
ICT application is highly needed in our educational system. It is a very important tool for achieving
the aims and objectives of our education philosophy. This is so because the use of ICT in the
classroom will help the English Language learner to decide what to learn and how to learn it
effectively. This helps in reducing the monotony of teacher-centred information in the classroom. In
support of this idea, Adegunedo (2001) states that ICT approaches have been observed to support both
the extrinsic and intrinsic motivation of students in the study of English Language.
The ways ICT application can aid language skills teaching and learning are sub-grouped as
follows:
i. Telecommunication electronics, which include the broadcasting media like Television, Radio,
DVD and VCD players, telefax, GSM etc.
ii. Networking Technology involving the E-mail, Internet, GSM etc
iii. Information Technology made up of GSM telephone, telex etc

i. Telecommunication Electronics

Scientific electronics under this sub-group are the Telefax, Television; Radio etc. These
gadgets in no small way assist in the study of English Language. For instance, the cassette, DVD and
VCD players are used in teaching spoken English and listening skills. The teacher can tape important
speeches in English Language and play it back in the classroom for the students to listen to and learn
its correct oral production. He can as well tape organized conversations and dialogues for the learners
to listen to and learn how to interact using English Language. On the other hand, he can advice his
learners to listen to radio news from the BBC and VOA, CNN news from television. They can watch
other important programmes that are capable of improving their listening and production skills in
English Language.

It is important to note that these groups of electronic gadgets have the capability of breaking
barriers caused by skin colours, age, gender, life style of people and space or geographical
restrictions. In other words, these gadgets are commonly available and easy to operate and maintain.
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Other applications or facilities like the language lab can help in learning using the
communicative approach, proper oral and other aspects of language skills development.

ii. Networking Technology

Scientific electronics in this sub-group are computer, Internet, telex etc. It is no longer
doubtful that the use of the computer in teaching and learning English Language is becoming an
important worldwide affair. The computer has aided learning at all levels of education with variety of
methodologies and approaches

The computer is an electronic machine that can store, organize, retrieve information and
control other machines. It provides gainful learning activities such as correcting wrongly spelt words
and wrongly used words in sentence making. For instance, when a wrong word is used in a sentence
or a word is wrongly spelt when writing and typing, an indicator appears or a line is drawn pointing
out such a mistake, meaning that either the word is wrongly spelt or wrongly used in the sentence.
Also, if a wrong sentence or incomplete sentence is typed in, the computer would query it by
underlining the sentence. This in no small way helps the learner to improve in spelling and vocabulary
building skills as well as proper use of tenses in English. Snowman and Biehle (2003) argued that
computer application tools such as soft-ware and hard-ware are designed specially for instructions.
Word processor, data base, outline tools used in varied Methodology and approach motive the learner
in the classroom.

The Internet

The internet, for instance, helps in bringing the second language learner of English into closer
contact with native and experienced users of the language as he (the learner) browses and explores
through the internet in search of information. Ezema (2004) observed that learners feel more
enthusiastic when they use the Internet as a learning tool. Internet allows the learner to have access to
reliable and accurate sources of correct information relevant to his topic of study. The use of the
Internet also compels the learner to think critically and detect biases and exaggerations regarding the
information browsed on. It also opens to him a tremendous range of information at a very minimal
cost.

With the Internet, there is efficiency and quick dissemination of information when writing
essays, projects or articles. It can be very economical in the face of high costs of travelling up and
down in search of relevant materials, documented information — a situation that hampered the natural
exchange of knowledge, ideas, skills and research results. So, the computer has been noted for
positive contributions in terms of enhancing the learners’ interest and performance in English
language teaching and learning activities.

iii. Information Technology

Electronic applications under this sub-division include GSM, Telex and E-mail. They are very
useful for sending and receiving information to and from far and near distances. For instance, the
Electronic Mail (E-email), when used in teaching and learning English language, breaks the barriers
of distance and allows the student to learn in different scenarios and not just rely on the traditional
method where a teacher stands in front of the class to teach.

E-mail is fast and efficient in the dissemination of information. It removes the problems of
students that involved going through texts in the libraries in search of relevant information. Okonkwo
(2005) asserts that “E-mail is like a vehicle through which the learners in distant classrooms can
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collaborate in story writing”. This means that through the E-mail learners can share ideas and
knowledge on a particular issue or topic. Or they can compete in solving related problems through
writing. In addition, the learner can through E-Mail improve on his skills in the use of English
including reading and writing. In most schools in the advanced countries, teaching and learning are
done through the E-mail and the Internet because most of the learners have their own computers.

Importance of ICT

An important skill that is prominent in our present generation is computer literacy. It is very
relevant to language teaching and learning. Its use in teaching and learning is paramount if we must
achieve the goals and objectives of education in our school system. It helps in minimizing the
traditional method of teacher-chalkboard centeredness where the teacher sees himself or herself as the
sole embodiment or warehouse of knowledge before the eagerly waiting learners (watchers and
listeners) whose minds are empty and need to be filled with knowledge. The resultant effect of this is
high rate of low performance in education and training. But if these new facilities offered by

Information and and properly used in teaching and learning, the rate of acquisition of knowledge

Communication Technology ICT (such as the ones mentioned earlier) are made available and skills of

the second language (English) would be tremendous.

The importance of ICT in English Language teaching and learning can be summarized as
follows:

a. CT plays the role of a patient teacher. It consistently follows and works at the learner’s pace,
assisting him or her to acquire required knowledge, facts or information as well as skills. It can
be used in drills and practices that are essential methods and techniques in language teaching
and learning.

b. ICT teaches aspects of English through continuous repetition until the individual understands
the concept. This in essence takes care of individual differences; hence it allows the individual
learner to work at his or her own pace.

c. It combines the elements of sound and sight which makes learning more meaningful and
interesting to the learner.

d. ICT helps to improve listening skills, correct pronunciation and grammar generally.
Improvement in listening skills can be achieved through constant listening to such media as
Radio and television broadcasts (including the BBC, VOA news and other important
programmes)..

e. Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in the form of Radio, television or

language laboratory assists learners by serving as invaluable instructional materials that aid
them and make learning effective.

ICT also helps students to become independent learners capable of developing critical thinking

and problem solving abilities. In this way their spirit of inquiry is enhanced.

g. The use of e-mail enables students to become more computer literate. This can make them
widen their social horizon as they interact collaboratively and cooperatively with others on-line
in a good spirit of team work, information seeking and brain storming.

h. The use of ICT in teaching and learning English reduces the risk of failure.

i. Just as the invention of writing brought about the need to memorize important pieces of
information and the printed books made it easier to transmit knowledge to a wider audience, so
has the ICT brought about extraordinarily new ways of gathering, storing, retrieving and
processing information from far and near.
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j. With the electronic media, a teacher can easily demonstrate difficult concepts, theories and
principles for the benefit of his learners. This normally enriches the teacher’s teaching as it
gives meaning to the lesson and makes his class presentation exciting and memorable.

Some programmed software is capable of feeding the teacher with accurate information about
individual learner’s progress in his class. This proves that the computer reinforces the correct answers
to numerous pupils in the class. In other words, the computer is capable of reinforcing the correct
answers to numerous questions imposed by the programmers.

Gregoire (1996) in his research on the importance of ICT in teaching and learning has this to
say in relation to students:

- ICT stimulates the development of intellectual skills in the learner.

- It helps in spurring or stimulating the research spirit in students.

- The use of ICT in teaching and learning makes students concentrate more than using

traditional method.

- It contributes immensely in making the learner to acquire skill, knowledge and attitude.

- It spurs spontaneous interest to learn.

On the other hand, Dwyer (1990) also agreed that ICT plays important roles to the teacher. He
outlined the roles as:

- It helps the teacher to develop his lesson with more authentic tasks and make learners

collaborate among themselves..

- With the use of ICT, teachers shift emphasis of teaching from a lower to higher order of

cognitive skills

- It helps the teacher to avail himself of new information sources

With these numerous advantages of ICT to both the teacher and the learner, it is proved
beyond reasonable doubt that its use in teaching and learning of English Language in the
classroom will help teachers and students greatly in their teaching and learning respectively for
the acquisition of relevant skills. This will undoubtedly help in improving the quality of
education in our society.

Challenges Facing the Use ICT in English Language Teaching

Despite the vital roles ICT plays in the teaching and learning of English Language in the
classroom, there are some constraints to its effective use. They include the following among others:

Most schools in the country do not have computers or other related electronic media such as
language laboratory. As a result, English Language teachers do not use such facilities in their
language teaching. In such a situation the learners are at a serious disadvantage.

Teachers of yesteryears were not computer literate. Even if the ICT equipments were made
available, such teachers might not use them effectively in the class.

Teachers with good knowledge of ICT are very few in the society. Even when computers are

available in schools they cannot cope with the large population in the class.

There are few computer technologists and technicians in the society. This adversely affects
the maintenance of such equipment. The situation can cause a reduction in computer availability.
The costs of ICT gadgets are high and this makes them out of reach to many individuals and some
educational institutions in the country.

Student population in public schools poses another challenge in the implementation of ICT
programmes especially in relation to teaching and learning of English. There is also the lack of
infrastructure such as chairs, tables and safe places to install the equipment.
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According to Arolasafe (2005), other challenges militating against the implementation of ICT
in language teaching and learning include: Lack of time; Poor power supply; Poor funding;; Lack of
inclusion in the school Curriculum; and Inaccessibility of the relevant equipment.

Most teachers adhere too rigidly to the school time-able, So, they find it very difficult to
adjust by taking the learners to the computer rooms to at least teach them the introductory aspects
computer application. They prefer to the teach it abstract.

Most of the ICT facilities work with electricity. Electric power supply is not constant in the
country and many schools cannot afford to generate their own power because of the cost implication..
Even schools that can afford big generators find it difficult to fuel and maintain them.

Again, due to insufficient supply of ICT equipment in schools, the curriculum planners have not
included ICT education in the school curriculum. Only very few private schools that can afford it
teach ICT as a course of study.

As indicated earlier, ICT gadgets are expensive. So, many schools cannot afford buying
enough of them to go round the large number of learners in a class. And if they cannot go round the
learners, their use in the practical teaching and learning of English language cannot be effective.

Recommendations

Based on the foregoing discussion and conclusion, the following recommendations are
proffered for improving the teaching and learning of English language in Nigeria using Information
and Communication Technology:

1. The management of Teacher Training Institutions in the country such as Colleges of Education
should make computer literacy programme compulsory for all students. This will help ins
equipping teachers graduating from such institutions with a good knowledge of computer as
they go to primary and secondary schools to teach. Also computer course (s) should be
compulsory at the G.C.E. “O’ Level. Our curriculum planners should make the course (s) an
integral component of the school programmes.

2. Tertiary institutions in the country should establish Language Resource Centres for English
Departments or School of Languages as a whole. The centre should be well equipped with ICT
modern gadgets such as Televisions, video players, radios, cassette recorders, computers,
satellite dishes and others. They should be made accessible to students.

3. The Federal and State Governments should install satellite dishes in at least five (5) secondary
schools in each of the local government areas across the nation. They should also establish
language laboratories and equip them so that other schools within the zone can take students
there for excursion and practical experience..

4. Government, Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) and well-meaning individuals in the
country should contribute in equipping schools with computers and install Internet services.
This will help language teachers to enhance the effective teaching of English so that the learners
will develop their language skills better.

5. ICT gadgets are expensive for school management to procure; government and non
governmental organizations should give schools loan to buy such facilities.

6. Teachers should be encouraged to go for ICT training so that they can be competent enough to
handle the ICT gadgets and also widen their mental horizon on its use for effective teaching.

7. Since the ICT gadgets require the use of electric power, the government should do everything
possible within her power to make Power Holding Company to generate electricity constantly
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so that the schools that have access to ICT electronics make use of them and save the cost of
buying fuel for and maintaining generators.

Conclusion

Information and Communication Technology is a modern device for communication. ICT
equipment and gadgets aid in the teaching and learning of English Language. From the forgoing, it
can be seen that its uses in the classroom environment can be highly rewarding. Despite the
challenges associated with its use especially with regard to cost and availability, it is necessary to
embark on it because it will lead to the formation of highly competent, hardworking, and resourceful
individuals who will ensure that Nigerians participate and benefit maximally in this era of
globalization.
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