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Abstract

The Nigerian child like his counterparts elsewhere in the world is endowed
with some innate potential. This paper projects the potentials of the Nigerian
child. It undertakes a brief historical analysis of the Greek (Sparta) and
roman histories of education. The paper outlines the parameters for
development in any nation to include quality education, industrialization and
good health care policy.. It considers some obstacles which impedes
development in any society. The paper sees the introduction of information
and Communication Technology (ICT) as an important component in the
effective education of the Nigerian child today. In this regard, the training of
teachers in this new discovery will help to boost the effective education of
the Nigerian child. The paper concludes that computer education should be
made a compulsory subject at the senior secondary school level.

Introduction

The Nigeria child like his counterparts elsewhere in the world, is endowed with some innate
potentials. These natural endowments manifest in one way or the other. According to economists and
other human resource specialists, the human capital is the greatest wealth any society or nation can
boast of. In all the productive processes, it is the human capital that plans, organizes, directs,
supervises, controls, regulates and engineers other factors of production. To be able to do this, the
human resource factor need to be considerably informed, adequately motivated and securely
positioned. In corroboration, Iconi (2007) argued that “the youths are the labour force of any nation,
and therefore, need active participation in the maintenance and development of any society”.

Youths are life blood of any nation. Ifeco (2007) describes the youths as the life wire of the
society. Economists see the youths as constituting the productive force of any society. In essence
therefore, the youths inevitably remain the strength of any people and the hope on which tomorrow
plan depends. On this premise therefore, a nation which determines to make progress in their
developmental strides, equips her youths adequately.

It is a challenge to every society to update itself to keep pace with development. This may be
in the areas of education, social, economic, health, and energy, political and religious reform. Today,
the world is propelled by a new wave of Information and Communication Technology. Any nation
that expects to move her citizens forward, must as a matter of necessity embrace these new
technology.

The in-road of information and communication Technology has turned the world into a global
village. All cultural and ethnic barriers presented by regional, national and international alignments
and blocks are given way to a new culture of integration, alignments and realignments. In the face of
these, what is the place of the Nigerian child. Amirize (2007) opines that “it is necessary to
reconstruct and rebuilt not only the nation psychically but the fate and pride of the individuals so that
every Nigerian can assert his place confidently in Nigeria”. Against this backdrop, this paper seeks to
develop a structural framework for positioning the Nigerian child to enable him contributes his quota
in the task of nation building.
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Ancient Greek and Roman History of Education

Every nation has an idea of the type of society it wants to build through education

(Obodoegbulam, 2008). This will reflected in her philosophy of education. A brief discourse of the
Ancient Greek (Spata) and Roman histories of education simply illustrate this fact.
a Spatan Education: Spata is one of the ancient Greek city states whose education system aptly
demonstrates the type of society they desire to build. According to the Wikipedia (2009) the goals of
education in Spata (an authoritarian military state) was to produce soldier citizens. Among the
spatans, the aims of education was to produce a well disciplined and adequately tutored army, who
will be able to defend the city at all times.

At birth, every spatan boy or girl was expected to demonstrate a sign of physical fitness. This
determines the next line of action taken in shaping the future carrier of the child. Immediately a
woman gives births, the soldiers are informed, who inspects the physical composition of the fetus in
preparation for the future training. If the baby is weak, such was taken away and abandoned at the
hillside to die. However, if it demonstrates a good sign of physical fitness, was assigned membership
in one of the brotherhood; most likely, that which his father belonged.

Boys and girls were not given the same type of military training. Before the age of seven, a
boy in Spata was required to leave his parents to begin a serous military training under a strict
superior military officer. He remains here till the age of eighteen when he will be turned out a full
pledge soldier.

At school, it is said that Spatan soldiers were taught basic survival skills as a compulsory
requirement. In addition, they were introduced to reading and writing considered not essential to their
need as soldier. It was taught that as soldiers, they needed very little reading and writing skills rather,
vocational skills were taught more useful to their efficient performance.

Owing to the rigorous training associated with Spatan system of education, the city state was
acknowledged as the strongest and most powerful among all Greek city states.

(a) Ancient Roman Education: much of what we know today of ancient Roman Education derives
from ancient Athenian education.

The ancient roman education like its predecessor, Athenian education, emphasizes intellectual
development. At the earliest times in ancient Roman kingdom, children were taught by their parents.
At this early stage of child’s developments, mothers handle their daughters while fathers take charge
of their sons.

Latter, the Roman adopted the Greek system of Education which made more meaning to
them, especially as Greek dominated the socio-political life of the area at that period in history. At this
time, it was considered a mark of accomplishment to be able to speak and write both Greek and Latin
among the Romans. Wealthy Roman families recruited Greek servants or slaves to assist in instructing
their children.

Roman education placed premium on the studies of Roman law, history, customs, and
physical training to prepare the child for his future role in the society. Similarly, reverence for the
gods, respects for laws, obedience to authorities, and truthfulness were the cardinal objectives of
Roman education.

In the course of time, wealthy Romans summoned courage to send their boys and girls outside
the Roman kingdom to be educated. Here, the learning programs were segmented into streams. At age
12, those boys in the upper classes were promoted to join grammar schools, where they studied latin,
greek, grammar and literature as preparatory subjects. At 16, some more wealthy parents send their
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children to study public oratory. Among the Romans, a public orator was seen as an accomplished
individual.

Youth and Development

In all facets of life, development is assessed against certain parameters. Amirize (2007)
defines development from the humanistic perspectives as process of recognizing and identifying areas
of felt needs and deficiencies among individuals”. Elsewhere, he identifies what he calls the five
pillars of development to include “education, agriculture, transportation, energy and communication”.
As a corollary to the quality education which the average Nigerian child needs, his social and cultural
orientation requires repositioning. The attitude of an average person in Nigeria towards labour is that
“anyone anyday can just make it”. Here, dignity of labour is given little or no place. All the benefits
associated with hard work mean little to some Nigerians. It is widely believed that the end justifies the
means. Thus, virtue and good morals are thrown to the winds. Here, the type of work a person does
mean little. What matters is whether he is able to make it and by any means.

This erroneous impression may perhaps be responsible for the inability of Nigerians to
effectively utilize some golden opportunities which presented themselves in the past.

Obstacle

Despite the enormous potentials of the Nigerian child, several obstacles impede his
contribution to the Nigerian project. These may be grouped under several factors to include religious,
cultural, economic, social, historical, political and psychological. Illiteracy, undernourishment, poor
health facilities, family background and unfriendly environment. Marginalization, deprivation and sex
discrimination none the less work negatively against the proper upbringing of the Nigerian child.

At times, changes in the social values may cause the underdevelopment of the individual.
Masters (2009) asserts that “A social value lasts for say between 20 to 50 years”. He outlined some
factors that may influence changes in the social value of a people to include. (a) Scientific finding, (b)
evaluation of a vision driven advocates, (c)changes in moral values, (d) the persistence of vision
driven advocates, (e)media (f) changes in the economy, (g) technology innovation, (h) demographic
shift among others.

A shift in the social values of any society is likely to affect positively. Every society has its
own goals and aspirations, in such instance; it beholds on the society to properly position their
youthful population to be able to contribute to the development of the society.

Child labour is often discovered as one of the factor which works negatively against the
development of the potentials of Nigerian children. This manifests in several ways viz working as
domestic help, hawking, working in the plantations, child prostitution, and serving as child soldiers.
(Idu, 2005).

The degree of information available to any individual determines or largely influences his
attitude to life and other challenging situations. In this wise, it is imperative to avail young persons of
adequate information to enable them make adequate, impressive and well informed decision in life.
Without availing children of adequate information, they are likely to make wrong choices that will be
damaging in their lives. (Obodogbulam, 2007).

Fitting in
The evolution of the Information and Communication Technology offers an array of learning
opportunities for the Nigerian child. According to Jegede (2009) and others, Information and
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Communication Technology is not only a new field of study, it has impacted the curriculum of all the
known fields of human endeavor, Ogunsola and Aboyade (2009) categorizes this field of study into
three broad classification viz.

a) Information Technology e.g. computer

b) Telecommunication Technology e.g. Television, radio and telephone and

c) Networking e.g. internet and audio conferencing.

In actual fact, the benefit of ICT is immeasurable.

The Nigerian child need a comprehensive Information and Communication Technology to be
on the same pedestal with his counterpart else where in the world. To achieve the above, the teaching
and learning environment should be ICT driven, overhead projectors, slides, internet facilities need to
be placed at his disposal. Orie (2008) affirms that enormous benefits are derivable from this. The
learner will be position in a situation where he will observe most of the things discussed in the
classroom demonstrated in practical terms.

The world is a dynamic system and information Technology is equally dynamic. The
immergence of the information and Communication Technology has turned the system of information
to a scientific exercise. A good information is one that is accessible and useable. Since computer
accepts, processes and changes data into information, manipulating the computer becomes heart
warming. If the momentum could only be sustained, in no distant future, the Nigerian child will
occupy an enviable position among his peers globally.

When teachers apply the use of modern technology in their teaching exercises, assimilation
will be enhance. Bingimlas (2009) corroborates this when he submits that “the use of new technology
in the classroom is essential for providing for students to learn to operate in an information age”.
Learning as we all know is better enhanced when the learner participates in the new activity that he is
expected to learn. Here, the place of participatory learning cannot be over emphasized. Teachers will
therefore enhance their teaching efficiency when they involve their pupils/students in a practical
exercise.

Quating Iding, Grospy and Otaers (2000) and Shamatha et al, (2006), Bingimlas (2009) write
“Many researchers and theorists assert that the use of computers can help students to become
knowledgeable and reduce the amount of instruction given to them, and gives the teacher an
opportunity to help those student with special needs”.

In this respect, the place of computer in the teaching and learning processes can not be over
emphasized. For teachers to perform efficiently in the new information and communication
technology age, it will be proper to expose them to adequate ICT education. Unfortunately the reverse
is the case. As we strive to position the Nigerian child to take up his rightful place in this ICT age, we
may be tempted to ask the following questions;

a) What nature of training did teacher educators themselves receive?

b) Who trained the trainers?

c) What nature of training delivery will produce the best effect in classroom practice?

d) Does the ICT use level of teacher educators bear significant relationship with the nature of
training received and

e) What did teacher educators themselves perceive as necessary ICT skills for contemporary teacher
education programme (Jegede, 2009)
A vigorous and systematic effort in the training of teachers in the application of ICT will help to

boost their professional competence. A modern day teacher need to be adequately equipped in the

application of ICT to drive home his lesson. Ajayi (2009) opins that “Various ICT facilities are used
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in the teacher training processes. These include radio, television, optical fiber, sate light equipments,
overhead projectors, video, fax, CD ROM, electronics notice board and slides among others”. All
these are gadgets which if adequately employed, will add impetus to teacher education and by
extension the quality of education generally.

The collaborative effort of Colleges of Education and University administrators with
AfriHUB in the establishment of ICT centers in campuses of our higher institutions is a bold step in
repositioning our teachers in the challenging task of their noble profession. The inclusion of ICT in
the curriculum of these institutions will no doubt equip students with the needed skills in the ICT
driven world. Further more, it is noted that the aptitude test for 2009/10 academic year conducted by
the Rivers State University of Science and Technology, was done electronically. Students who are not
computer literate discovered they were not yet fit for university education in that noble institution.
This is a clear demonstration that the world is going digital and that Nigeria cannot afford to lag
behind.

The Way Forward

In view of the enormous challenges posed by the current wave of globalization, it is necessary
to reposition Nigerian youths in the making of a new Nigeria. To this end therefore, the following
may be considered.

a) Every household should endeavor to make a set of computer one of their household appliances.

b) Every parent should make effort to be computer literate so that they could pass that to their
children.

c) Intensive in-service training should be organized for teachers without the knowledge of ICT so
that they will be able to impact this knowledge to the pupils or students.

d) Government should grant soft loan to teachers to acquire personal computer to enable them
improve their skills for ICT.

e) E-learning should be encourage at the primary and secondary school level by provision of sets
of computers, overhead projectors, slides and other teaching aids that will enhance teaching
and learning of ICT.

f)  Computer studies should be made a school subject at the senior secondary school level and must
be taken by all students going in for the SSCE examination in Nigeria and should be made
requisite for admission into higher schools.

Conclusion

The future of Nigerian youths should be the concern of all. Considering the adverse effect or
urbanization, economic meltdown and globalization, The pace of change brought by new technology
has greatly influenced the way people live, work and play world wide (Ogunsola, Aboyade, 2005).
The Nigerian child need to be properly positioned to be able to cope and contribute his/her own quoter
in the making of a new Nigeria. Nsirim (2006) quoting Aristotle as sited by Valesque, (2000) say “ in
all our activities there is an end which we seek for its own sake, and everything else is a means to this
end. Happiness is (this) ultimate end, it is the end we seek in all we do”. If the youths are the hopes of
tomorrow, they need to be adequately equipped to be able to play that role effectively
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