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Abstract 
Environmental Education is one of the pet projects of the Federal 
Government of Nigeria today. This is manifested via the establishment of 
the Federal Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA) and the monthly 
Environmental Sanitation. However, little or nothing is done to improve its 
(EE) status in the Nigerian school system. The paper, therefore, takes a 
retrospective look at Environmental Education vis-a-vis Social Studies 
Education. It examines the relations between the two fields (Social Studies 
and Environmental Education) to ascertain where the former possibly 
overlap the later. This now creates room for curriculum implications for 
Social Studies as well as Environment Education. On this note, the work 
provides paragraphs for suggestions aimed at placing EE in its rightful 
position in the Nigerian School System and the targeted public. 

Introduction 
The philosophy behind the conception of Environmental Education is not different from the 

general goals and objectives of education. It is rooted, keyed into the context of the over all goals of 
education. It's aim is to mould the individual in knowledge, skill, values, attitudes and behaviours and the 
right frame of mind to live actively, usefully and effectively in the human society. This is in tandem 
with the Nigerian Educational aims and goals of the National Policy on Education. 

Environmental Education is simply known as the practice of decision-making and formulation 
of code of behaviour about issues and problems concerning environmental quality. It implies that 
Environmental Education is concerned basically with issues relating to the conservation and proper 
management, and control of the human environment. By this, Environment Education is one of the 
unavoidable aspects of human existence. It is on this note that the Federal Government of Nigeria 
places premium on issues concerning Environmental Education. 

Historical Background of Environmental Education (EE) 
Environmental Education (EE) connotes a good degree of value education contrived to 

resolve differences between what people need, what they want and what their resource base can 
provide without jeopardizing the future (Adara, 1997 ). It is widely asserted that Environment 
Education ( EE ) is a global movement whose roots could be traced back to the 1972 Stockham 
Conference (Ogunyemi, 1994 ). But Nigeria only developed a considerable amount of interest in it 
(EE) during the popular saga of dumping toxic waste at Koko, Delta State, in 1988. The matter fired 
both the federal government and professional bodies into action to urgently create the need for (EE). 
This led to the emergence of Non Governmental Organizations NGO's such as the Nigeria 
Conservation Foundation (NCF) leading to the production of a National Conservation Education 
Strategy (NCES) in 1990 (Adara, 1997). 

There were various issues relating to EE structured into the National EE curriculum. The 
curriculum was developed by NERDC/ UNESCO in 1992. Four major themes captured attention: 
Ecological foundation, human environment and development; environmental change impacts; and 
sustainable development Smith (1995) as quoted by Adara (1997) observed that the objectives of EE 
are arranged and managed to include: environmental awareness through environmental literacy; 
environmental reasonability; and environmental competence to environmental citizenship. 
Particularly, these are the real major themes of Environment Education, which in the process of this 
discourse shall be determined along side Social Studies Education. The purpose is to ascertain 
whether EE and Social Studies share the same dreams and visions. 

Social Studies: It's Conceptual Stage 
Social Studies was introduced in 1863 in United State of America as an out of school 

programme mainly to enlighten the people about the prevailing circumstances in the world almost on 



daily basis. Issues concerning History, Religion, Political Science and Economics formed the 
hallmark as they affect man and its socio-political environment. 

The subject area (Social Studies) was, at the early state, taught in the traditional subject areas 
such as History, Government, and Geography and Civic. This took place between 1880s and 1890s 
(Encyclopedia Americana, Volume 25). But Social Studies developed rapidly afterwards especially 
through the 1916 Report of the committee on Social Studies of the Commission on Reorganization of 
Secondary Education of the National Education Association (NEA). This process offered the desired 
boost to Social Studies as the body provided the opportunity to use and define Social Studies as " 
those whose subject matter relates directly to the organization and development of human society and 
to man as a member of social group ( Encyclopedia Americana, Volume 25). 

In Nigeria attempt was made to introduce the subject area (Social Studies) into teachers' College 
of the defunct Western Region in 1958 through the Ohio project. But it did not take place until the 
experiment at the Aiyetoro Comprehensive High School, Ogun State, in 1963, which finally gave 
birth to Social Studies in the Nigerian School System. Many foreign bodies were responsible for this 
success: the Ford Foundation, University of Washington and the American Agency for International 
Development (USAID). This project (experiment) led to the eventual production of the first book on 
Social Studies course for classes 1 & 2 of the then 5 year secondary school system in 1967 ( 
Adewuya, 1992). 

In 1968 a conference was held in MOMBASA majorly to sensitize African Governments 
including Nigeria to work means and strategies for the rectification of errors introduced and 
perpetuated by the colonial education systems in the evolution of Social Studies education in Africa. 
This led to the formation of the African Social Studies Programme ( ASSP ), which is now called the 
African Social and Environmental Studies ( ASESP ). However, it was at the National Curriculum 
Conference held in September, 1969, Social Studies Association of Nigeria ( SOSAN ) canvassed 
strongly for Social Studies as conceived in MOMBASA, that the subject was first officially adopted 
as a curriculum tool, which could be used for self-realization. At the conference, "It's entry into the 
Nigerian school system was bailed". (Adewuya, 1992: 180). 

Although Social Studies made a triumphant entry in the Nigerian school curriculum in the 
60's, various state governments embraced the teaching of Social Studies in 1970's. They embraced it 
because of the perceived relevance of the subject area to the problems of national unity and economic . 
development, international understanding and ethnic tolerance. The subject was also seen as vital to 
training in critical thinking, problem-solving attributes which are essential for the survival and 
progress of a nation ( Mafuyai, 1980 ). Social Studies therefore, became synonymous with National 
unity and development and what ( FME, 1985 ) described as "an integrated study of man and the 
outcomes of his interactions with his various environment with focus on the inculcation of desirable 
social habits, attitudes and values of problem - solving. 

The Federal Ministry of Education noted that through the teaching and development of Social 
Studies, Nigeria stands the chance to: 
1. Develop a capacity to learn and acquire the basic skills including those of listening, reading, 

speaking,   writing   and   calculation,   together   with   those   of  observation,   
analysis   and 
interference which are essential to the formation of sound judgment. 

2. Ensure the acquisition of the relevant body of knowledge and information which is an 
essential pre-requisite to personal development, and to the making of a positive contribution 
to the betterment of the society as a whole. 

3. Create an awareness and understanding of our physical environment and the evolving social 
and cultural processes. 

4. Develop the ability for a national utilization of our cultural, spiritual and natural resources and 
conservations for national development. 

5. Appreciate the diversity and inter-dependence of all members of the local and national 
communities and the need for cooperation   for the unity of the country and international 
understanding. 

6. Inculcate positive values and appropriate values of honesty, integrity, hard work, fairness, 
       

         justice, and togetherness for the Development of the nation (FME, 1985; 87-88). 
The aim of (his historical location and touch of (he Social Studies and Environmental 

Education is to show how the two areas are meeting and departing. Ordinarily, the goals of Social 
Studies are the same with the nation's desire for a free and democratic society ; a just and egalitarian 
society; a united, strong and self-reliant nation; a great and dynamic economy; and a land of bright 



and full opportunities for all citizens ( FRN, 1981:7 ). But as in the case of Environmental Education, 
Social Studies face a great degree of implementation problems. The major question, however, is what 
are those issues of Environmental Education that have direct bearing on Social Studies Education? 
How they are adequately accommodated? 

Issues of Environmental Education (EE) 
Environmental Education as said earlier was conceived to urgently address the environmental 

needs in order to provide sound healthy living behavior among the citizenry. Therefore, there are 
objectives, which include: Environmental awareness through Environmental literacy, Environmental 
responsibility, and Environmental competence to Environmental citizen (Smith, 1995) as cited by 
Adara(1997). Although, the objectives are promising, vital to human existence mostly to the corporate 
existence among Nigerians, there seems to be a poor public perception of the whole idea. This 
invariably reduces the potency and acceptability of Environmental Education among the targeted 
public. Also, these objectives as enumerated above are seemingly infused into the Social Studies 
curriculum, which relatively stands a better chance of acceptance in the present day Nigerian 
Education System. 

Despite the importance attached to Environmental awareness as a formal social process by the 
government, it has been noticed that not enough attention has been placed on Environmental 
Education in the Nigerian school curriculum (Sheyin in Akinlaye, 1998). The emphasis here is that 
Environmental Education has not received the deserved attention. Also, its objectives are 
compromised viewing it against the Social Studies curriculum. Meaning, EE creates room for an 
unsurpassed opportunity and responsibility for Social Studies teachers to develop an overriding 
concern for dealing with environmental problems in order that individuals, private enterprise, and 
governments at all levels will unite in seeking solutions" (Trump and Miller, 1973:227). 

Environmental Education and Social Studies 
As discussed in the earlier paragraphs, EE came to the limelight in Nigeria during the Koko 

episode. That is, the dumping of toxic waste at Koko in 1988, Delta State. The subject was thus 
crafted to address the Environmental needs and other related issues of the citizenry. Not surprising to 
note, these are also the thematic compositions of the Social Studies Education, which in this case is 
older in terms of conception and implementation in the Nigerian school system. Though they share 
some similar grounds together, having complementary curricula, the approach may set them apart. 
Social Studies adopt a conceptual approach to content selection while Environmental Education opts 
for thematic approach (Adara, 1994). 

However, the two fields are inextricably tied together as there are no proper definitive 
measures differentiating them. Environmental Education is summed up as a means of the acquisition 
of values, attitudes, skills and knowledge (VASK.) required for realizing the ecological health. Social 
Studies also strive towards achieving this goal, with perhaps greater emphasis on social relationship 
and responsibilities (Adara, 1994). This, no doubt, creates some conflicting issues in the Social 
Studies curriculum Many have erroneously believed that EE is a school subject. Recent evidence 
indicates that many secondary school teachers and students currently perceive EE as another school ( 
Ifegbesan, 1997 ). This negative belief is emanating from the strategies employed in the propagation 
of Environmental Education. For instance, the Social Studies curriculum as envisaged by the National 
Council for the Social Studies (NCSS, 2004) at every school level includes: 
i. Cultural 
ii. Time, Continuity and Change 
iii.         People Place and Environment 
iv.         Individuals, Groups and 
Institutions 
v. Power, Authority, and Governance 
vi.         Production, Technology and Society 

Global Connections 
Civic ideas and Practices 

From the above enumerated points and the analytical discussion, it is crystal clear that EE 
and Social Studies do overlap, though Social Studies appear broader. It is on this note Social Studies 
Curriculum is being affected by the themes of Environmental Education. Except there is a definite 
demarcation between the two areas, Social Studies and Environmental Education may remain 
confusing, difficult to differentiate and accepted by the public. 

vii. 
Vlll. 



Recommendation . 
Relying upon the earlier points raised and discussed in this work, the following are 

recommended: 
1. Social Studies Curriculum should be clearly differentiated from Environmental Education to 

avoid overlap and misconception. 
2. There should be an awareness campaign regarding the status of Environmental Education 

since not many of us are aware that EE is not in the school curriculum. 
3. Environmental Education (EE) is as important as any other subject area just as Social Studies. 

Therefore, the school curriculum should provide a space to accommodate Environmental 
Education 

4. Teachers who are the implementers of the curriculum (EE) should be trained specially for that 
purpose   in   order  to  sufficiently  differentiate  its   (EE)  themes  from  the   Social  
Studies 
Curriculum. 

5. Government at various levels should provide Fund and of course total enabling environment 
for the development of Environmental Education in the Nigerian school system. 
The writer believes that Environmental Education is vital, though it has not received the 

needed attention from both government and the public. It is perhaps because of this reason that Social 
Studies curriculum and Environmental Education are often discussed confusingly. However, owing to 
it's relevance to man and his environment, Environmental Education should be properly defined, 
Keyed into curriculum and implemented as a school subject. Or, better still, it should be properly 
defined and infused into Social Studies Curriculum as a complementing course. 
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