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ABSTRACT 
Nigeria needs sustainable democracy and Political Stability and like many other societal 
needs these can be addressed through the School Curriculum because school 
Curriculum should be a reflection of the society it is serving. However changing the 
syllabus which is a concise written outline of planning and policy decisions and the 
process is complicated. Besides there are human mater ial and 
administrative considerations which can cause considerable tension because 
curriculum change cannot be done by government alone. This paper discusses the 
issues that are involved in changing the school curriculum to achieve sustainable 
democracy and political stability. 

INTRODUCTION 
Democracy and political stability cannot be achieved by mere changes in the school curriculum. Even if 

we decide to change to a new curriculum and make democracy and political stability part of our educational aims 
and objectives it will take a long time to achieve them through the school curriculum because curriculum change is 
a slow process. Besides we should decide whether these can be achieved through primary school curriculum or 
secondary school curriculum or both. At present there are disparities in school enrollment in both primary and 
secondary schools in the country due to various reasons. 

According to Chibueze J. (1999) a survey sponsored by UNICEF in December 1996 revealed that 70 
percent of the boys in Anambra State abandoned their academic pursuit to go into apprenticeship. He also quoted a 
recent survey conducted by UNICEF in the five South - Eastern States of Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu and Imo 
which identified the need to earn money quickly as a major reason why some of the boys stay away from school. In 
the same survey some of the boys interviewed were quoted as saying that education is not able to bring riches 
and that trading is more satisfying than schooling. It therefore follows that the first task facing the government is 
to make school education attractive to children before the school curriculum can be used to achieve democracy 
and political stability. 

One of the ways by which school education can be made attractive is by abolishing all fees and levies and 
introducing universal primary education, tt may also require the introduction of universal secondary education. 
However the introduction of U P E at this period when the economy is depressed is not possible and besides the 
success of U P E does not only depend on the availability of financial resources because the last time it was introduced 
the economy was buoyant and yet it failed. 

POLITICS AND EDUCATION: SOME BASIC ISSUES ABOUT NIGERIA 
Nigeria is made up of people of different customs, language and culture. Previous Nigerian military 

governments did away with democracy and used force to get people to work towards common objective. With the 
restoration of democracy in the present civilian regime education is important in making people understand and 
use electoral principles. 
Nigeria is a poor country not only in terms of financial resources but in terms of available educated political 
manpower. As a result of this most Nigeria are ambivalent about politics and this influences their attitudes, beliefs 
and knowledge towards the government. We are still lacking political culture because politics cannot be shaped 
unless the mental and intellectual environment are conducive. Since culture is learned and not inmate Nigeria 
cannot have political culture unless education is provided to everybody as a right at least at the primary or the 
basic level. At present especially in developing countries like Nigeria the school is the only institutionalized 
vehicle for the transmission of modern knowl- 
edge, skills and attitudes. Even in some advanced countries like Britain politicians have seen schools as agents of 



political teaching directly and indirectly. Since education is one of the rights includes in the declaration of human 
rights of the United Nations, the fundamental issue about politics and education in Nigeria is how to give every 
Nigerian child a right to basic or primary education. 

DEMOCRACY AND NATIONAL STABILITY: THE ISSUES THAT ARE INVOLVED 
In the conference of African Ministers of Education held in Lagos in 1976 it was discovered that there 

was increase in enrollment in primary schools but despite that the number of children not in school had continued to 
rise. This trend has not changed and there have been suggestions that nonformal education can help in attacking 
the problem of illetracy and rural poverty. However can the curriculum of formal education be used for non formal 
education since the aims and objectives are often not the same? Non formal education is any organised, systematic 
educational activity carried on outside the framework of the formal system to provide selected types of learning to 
particular subgroups in the population, adults as well as children. Formal education is a highly institutionalized, 
chronologically graded and hierarchically structured education system spanning lower primary school and the upper 
reaches of University. To plan the aims and objectives for formal education curriculum is not easy because these 
aims and objectives are formulated at various levels. For example aims can be formulated at the national level by 
the President, Minister of Education and their top level advisors. At the school level the educational 
administrators, the headmasters and the teachers may not take the aims and objectives established at the national 
level as given. A headmaster of a school in a particular community may be more concerned with the broader issues 
such as the relationship of his school with the local community. The objective functions that principals and head 
teachers may be seeking to maximize varies from school to school. The class teachers are more interested in their 
pupils passing examinations but the principal and head teachers may be interested in things that have nothing to do 
with cognitive learning of the pupils. One head teacher may be more interested in the welfare of his staff while 
another, will be more interested in winning a football match. 

To have democracy and national stability as the major aim of the school curriculum is to adopt social 
engineering approach to education which means education should be used as the instrument to change society by 
instilling certain values in the learners but at times such general aim cannot be translated into curricular 
elements. Besides schools are often not aware of the demands of the society because teachers are not involved in the 
curriculum development. 

THE ISSUE OF MULTI-PARTY STATE 
A national declaration of goals like the need for democracy and political stability is easier to achieve in 

one party states with a collective philosophy which identifies the true interest of every individual and group with the 
overall interest of society. The existence of more than one party in Nigeria is an indication that there are different 
value systems legitimately held by different groups and individuals in society and no matter what is the philosophy 
of the party in power it will be difficult to agree on the aims and objectives of the school curriculum. Even if the aims 
and objectives of the school curriculum are accepted in very broad terms like to achieve democracy and national 
stability it may be amenable to different interpretations because the society ethic of the various parties are not the 
same. Besides at times the direction towards which the educational system is moving cannot be explicitly stated 
because much of the impact of education is to transmit and preserve existing knowledge values and culture. This 
under certain conditions involve indoctrination and this has been the view of the deschoolers like Reimer. 

CURRICULUM CHANGE IS A SLOW PROCESS 
Curriculum change is a slow process but we usually expect change to be fast but things do not happen 

that way. The only measure of change in the curriculum is change in the learner and this can be accomplished by 
teachers and not by changing things in paper. Nigerian teachers are often ignorant of the aims and objectives of the 
school curriculum they are implementing because they are not involved in curriculum development. 

To use the school curriculum to achieve democracy and political stability will require retraining of 
teachers and this will take time . There will also be lines of communication so that all that are involved in the 
curriculum change will be consistently informed of all the curriculum problems and issues such as the 
introduction of new syllabuses, new text books and now learning materials. It may also require new types of 
school buildings and furniture and changes in school organisation, class organisation and time tabling. If a 



school curriculum is introduced in a hurry without the refraining of teachers they will not understand why the 
why the changes have been made and the reasons for the changes and consequently they will not be in a 
position to bring about these changes. Besides the retraining of teachers to enable them to understand and 
accept the changes there may be need to explain the new changes to the parents and the members of public 
because the changes may also lead to different methods of examination and assessment. 

Lack of understanding of the need for change is the cause of the story told by Alaezi O. (1989) 
concerning a school principal who could not implement the recommendations of the Inspector to effect 
qualitative teaching in his school because the state school Board could not provide the materials 
recommended. According to Alaezi the State School Board gave the following reasons for not providing the 
needed materials to the principal: 

1. That the inspector has made no report on his school yet. 
2. That the chairman of the School Board has not been informed of the visit. 
3. That the principal came at the wrong time at a time when the authorities in the School Board 

attend 
to contractors from the town. 

4. That by the way the country is in economic crisis and that there is no money. 
5. That even if there were money, the books and the materials recommended by the Inspector 

are not 
in stock. 

That story shows the need for bringing together all the people involved in curriculum change such as 
politicians, administrators, scholars, teachers and parents at appropriate levels through organised 
committee structure and this takes a long time before issues discussed and decisions taken are translated 
into action. 

Curriculum refonn includes theory and practice and if time is not taken to consider their didactic 
practicability the achievement of the aims and objectives will remain an Utopian vision. 

CURRICULUM CHANGE COSTS MONEY 
To change to a new curriculum has implication of money because all the materials required for the 

change will cost money. It will also cost a lot of money to train and retrain teachers. At present a considerable 
percentage of the education budget is spent on teachers' salaries and it is generally accepted that teachers 
are not well paid. Good education cannot be cheap and to implement a new curriculum will require good 
teachers who will be committed to the achievement of the aims and objectives of the new curriculum. To retain 
good teachers that will be committed requires money for their training retraining and for salaries and 
allowances that will motivate them to perform their duties as expected. In advanced countries that are rich it is 
not easy to achieve an effective curriculum change and in a developing country like Nigeria with a depressed 
economy to change to a new curriculum to achieve democracy and political stability will be very difficult. It 
was because of the issues involved in changing to a new curriculum that an American Professor Caldwell 
(1969) observed that it is easier to move a cemetery than to change a curriculum. 

CONCLUSION: 
There is need to link school learning with other types of learning in the community because not all 

school curriculum needs to take place in class or in school. A school curriculum should not over emphasise 
some factors but should be one element in a life long learning situation. There is need to understand the place 
of school education in the wider context of life long education because school education alone may not solve 
the problem of democracy and political stability. 
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