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ABSTRACT 
The main purpose of the paper was to find out if there were 
significant differences in the mean responses of Yoruba L2 experts and 
Secondary School teachers in their evaluation of the Yoruba L2 
syllabus in the Junior Secondary School based on the four skills of 
language study. Nineteen (1 9) Yoruba L3 experts and twenty-two 
(22) Yoruba language teachers in eighteen (18) Secondary Schools 
from six (6) States were used for this study. The two groups 
answered the same questionnaire of three (3,} parts, A-C. The 
survey method of research was used. The four null hypotheses 
formulated were testes at 0.05 level of significance, t- test was the 
major statistical tool used to analyze the data. The analyses showed 
that all the four null hypotheses were accepted. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 
Certain terms used in this paper to which the author attached special meanings were operationally 

defined or verified. YL2 or Yoruba L2 syllabus:- is the syllabus for "Yoruba as Second Language" as 
prepared and published by NERDC in the (1982). Approved National Curriculum on Yoruba Language 
far Junior Secondary" pp: 75 - 80. Experts;- Refer to linguists, curriculists and language educators 
 . ""-•• are much involved with the Yoruba Lz programme at any level.   Teachers: These are teachers of 
1=0ba as L2 in the Junior secondary School.   NL;-Means second Nigerian Language or Nigerian 
Languages as second Language.  CV-Stands for Critical Value. 

INTRODUCTION 
The enunciation of the Yoruba L2 syllabus at JSS level as contained in NERDC (1982) has been 

greeted with appraisals, criticisms, commendations and condemnations. For instances, Ihebuzor (1988) 
criticizes the syllabus for lacking immediacy of usefulness for the learner. Lawal (1989 a & b) is also of 
the opinion that the syllabus does not afford learners the necessary communicative and interactional 
skills for the attainment of the overall aim of the programme. This, in essence, shows variance between r~ 
learners need and the syllabus goal. According to Bopo (nd) "the existing syllabus on the NL2 Hausa, 
Igbo and Yoruba have been found to be ' too stiff' and unusable for the JSS 1-11 V. Others rciude 
Bangbose (1977/80) and (1996); Emenan (1985), (1986), (1994) and (1996), Afolayan (1990), 
Matemilola (1993) and (1996) among others! 

In this study, the main purpose is to find out if there are significant differences in "the mean 
-esponses of the two groups used - 19 Yoruba L2 experts and 22 Yoruba language teachers in 18 
secondary Schools — by pooling their opinions in order to evaluate the syllabus of Yoruba as a second 
language in the Junior Secondary school. The purpose was also to determine the adequacy or otherwise 
of the syllabus. The author tested the four hypotheses formulated for this study. The 0.05 level of 
significance formed the basis for accepting or rejection the null hypothesis. 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 
Six states -Kaduna, Kwara, Lagos, Ogun, Osun and Oyo - were used for the study. These states were 

chosen because Yoruba is taught in Kaduna and the unity schools of the remaining five states as L2 with 
adequate facilities. The final sample of forty one respondents randomly drawn from the parent 
population comprised of Yoruba L2 experts in language education or curriculum who are in one way or 
the other involved with the Yoruba L; programme at any level. For instance, they must be teaching 
Yoruba L to University under or Post - graduates or the NCE students or involved in moderating these 
examinations. The final sample of forty one respondents from the parents population of 50 represents 
82%. These were males and females of varied educational qualifications, the minimum being Nigeria 
Certificate in Education (N.C.E.). They were alt in positions to evaluate the syllabus on the basis of their 
training, experience or exposure to the field. 

The instrument used for gathering data for the research work is a written questionnaire. Of all 
available instruments, questionnaire was used because of geographical location of subjects. The essence 
of the questionnaire was on the four skills - listening, speaking, reading and writing - of language study. 



There were three parts, A - C to the questionnaire. The survey method of research was used. This helped 
in making an intelligent decision on the adequacy or otherwise of the syllabus. Given the nature of the 
research with the respondents scattered about, survey method held the best promise for probing the 
respondents' opinion in evaluating the syllabus. 

The t-test was the major statistical tool used. This was used to identify the significant level of 
respondents' responses to the four language skills in evaluating the Yoruba L,, syllabus at the Junior 
Secondary School. An 0.05 level of significance was used to test the four null hypotheses formulated 
for this study for acceptance or rejection. The t-test was used because two groups which were less than 
fifty in number were involved in the study. The t-test was also used because it is the best to determine or 
find significant differences of mean. 

RESULTS 

NULL HYPOTHESIS ONE 
There is no significant difference in the mean responses of Yoruba L; experts and secondary 

school teachers in their evaluation of the adequacy of listening skill of the Yoruba L2 syllabus in the 
Junior Secondary School. 

Table 1 below provides a computed two sample t-test for the analysis of null hypothesis one 
(HO,). 

Table 1: 
Comparative responses on the adequacy of the YL^ syllabus 

on the listening skill in = 41} 

Subjects Variable X SD SE df t CV 
 
XI 
d 

1 = 19} Listening 51.89 9.11 2.10  
  skill    39         0.04     

2.021 X2, 
1 

!n = 22)  51.70 15.00 3.40  
CV = Critical Value 

In table 1, the obtained t value of 0.04 is far less than critical value of 2.021 at 39 df p > 0.05 
and the stated Hoi that; there is no significant difference "in the mean responses of Yoruba L 2 
experts and Secondary School teachers in their evaluation of the listening skill of the Yoruba L2 
syllabus in the Junior Secondary School is upheld. This means that there is no significant mean 
difference in their responses. 

NULL HYPOTHESIS TWO 
There is no significant difference in the mean responses of Yoruba L experts and Secondary 

School Teachers in3their evaluation of the adequacy of speaking skill of the Yoruba L3 syllabus of the 
Junior Secondary School. 

Table 2: 
Comparative responses on the adequacy of the  YL2 Syllabus 

on the speaking skill (n**4D 

Subjects ______ Variable _____ X    i      SD        SE         df         t CV 
X1,(n = 19)      Speaking 60.20   11.50   2.60  .     •_ 

Skill 39         -1.04    2.021 

X2, (n = 22) ________________ 65.50   21.30   4.50 ___________________  
CV = Critical Value 

In table 2, the obtained t value of -1.04 is less than the critical value of 2.021 at 39 df and 0.05 
significance level. Therefore P > 0.05 and the stated Ho2 that there is no significant difference in the 
mean responses of Yoruba L2 experts and secondary school teachers in their evaluation of the adequacy of 
speaking skill of the Yoruba L2 syllabus of the Junior Secondary School is upheld. That is, there is no 



significant mean difference in their responses. : 

NULL HYPOTHESIS THREE 
There is no significant difference in the mean responses of Yoruba L2 experts and secondary 

school teachers in their evaluation of the adequacy of reading skill of the Yoruba L2 syllabus of the 
Junior Secondary School. 

Table 3 shows a computed 2 sample t test analysis of null hypothesis three (Ho3) 

Table 3: 
Comparative responses on the adequacy of the YL2 syllabus 

on the reading skill (n=41) 

Subjects Variable _____ X SD        SE        df         t CV 
X1:(n = l9)      Reading 45.90   11.90   2.70 

Skill 39        -1.36   2.021 
•- <•-"" 

X2 (n = 22) _______________ 53.00   20.70  4.40 __________________  
CV = Critical Value 

In table 3, the obtained t value of -1.36 is less than critical value of 2.021 at 39 df and 0.05 level 
of significance. Therefore P > 0.05 and the stated Ho3 that "there is no significant difference in the 
mean responses of Yoruba L2 experts and secondary school teachers in their evaluation of the adequacy of 
reading skill of the Yoruba L2 syllabus of the Junior Secondary School" is accepted. This means that there 
is no significant mean difference in their responses. 

NULL HYPOTHESIS FOUR 
There is no significant difference on the mean responses of Yoruba L2 experts and secondary 

school teachers in their evaluation of the adequacy of writing skill of the Yoruba L2 syllabus of the Junior 
Secondary School. 

Table 4 gives a computed 2 sample tail - test analysis of null hypothesis four (Ho4) 
Table 4: 

Comparative responses on the adequacy of the YL  syllabus 
on the writing skill (n = 4D 

subjects _____ Variable _____ 3< SD        SE         dt t _____ CF 
XI, In = 19)      Writing 16.42   3.86     0.87 

Skill 39.0    0.90    2.021 

X2, (n = 22) ________________ 16.14   5.26     1.10     1 
CV = Critical Value 

In table 4, the obtained t value of 0.90 is less than critical value of 2.021 at 39 df and 0.05 level of 
probability. Based on this, P > 0.05 and the stated Ho4 that "there is no significant difference in the mean 
responses of Yoruba L2 experts and secondary school teachers in their evaluation of the adequacy of writing 
skill of the Yoruba L2 syllabus" is retained. This means there is no significant mean difference in their 
responses. 

DISCUSSION 
From the results analyzed, it has been found that the stated four null hypotheses were accepted. That is 

there were no significant mean difference in all their responses. What could be deducted from the foregoing is 
that the respondents were objective in their responses. For example, in hypothesis one, the evaluation of the 
listening skill of the syllabus by both groups were almost the same. This means that the listening skill, 
though very important and essential, is not well covered in the syllabus. This being the case, it can be 
deduced that the listening skill was not given the deserved attention in the current syllabus. Similar 
responses were eliqited on other variables, that is, the speaking, reading and writing skills. 



Another reason that could be adduced for uniform or similar responses by both groups, the experts 
and the teachers in their evaluation is that the teachers who are no experts must have acquired expertise 
through many years of teaching experience, using the syllabus. 

Also there are no ambiguities in the questionnaire administered on both groups of respondents. 

CONCLUSION 
The analyzed results of this study has shown that there is no significant mean difference in the 

 -      - 
responses of the Yoruba L2 experts and secondary school teachers in their evaluation of the adequacy of the 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills of the Yoruba L2 syllabus for the Junior Secondary School. 

Based on the above findings, it can therefore be concluded that the Yoruba L2 in the Junior Secondary 
School is inadequate. That is, the content selected have not effectively contributed to acquisition of 
knowledge. 

The findings and the conclusion of this study have led us to recommend that the present syllabus be 
urgently reviewed to meet the communicative needs of learners. The revised syllabus should help meet the 
immediate needs of the students and enhance the preparedness of the teachers in handling all the skills of the 
language. This will facilitate the realization of government expectation in employing NL2.,,. to foster the 
much desired unity in the country. 

It is suggested that further research work be carried out in other aspects of evaluation not covered by 
this study. 

REFERENCES 

Afolayan, A. (1990) "Colleges of Education and the Nigerian Languages at the Junior {and Senior) 
Secondary School; The concept of 'second language' as the problem as well as the key of 
effectiveness" keynote paper read at the 14th Annual Conference of the Committee of Provosts, 
Abeokuta. 

Bamgbose, A. (ed), (1977/80), Language in Education in Nigeria: Proceedings of the Kaduna Language 
Symposium. Lagos: National Language Centre. 

(1996). "The Language factor in the Nigerian Educational setting". Keynote Address read at 
the third Annual National Workshop on Nigerian Languages, Ibadan and Kano. 

Bope N. D. "New NL2 Yoruba syllabus for JSS" A research proposal submitted to Federal College of 
Education, Osiele, Abeokuta. 

Emenanjo, E.N. (1986). Teaching Nigerian Languages as second languages. The situation today', The 
Nigerian Language Teacher 7.1. 

(1994) Teaching Nigerian Languages as second language1. Nigerian Language Studies. No. 2. 

(1996) Training the Nigerian Language Teacher; An Integrated Approach'. A paper presented at 
a national conference organized by the NCCE held at NTI Kaduna, 21 - 25 July, 1996. 

Ihebuzor, N, A. {1988}' Nigerian Languages as subjects in Junior Secondary Schools: State of the Arts'. 
Nigerian Educational Forum, Vol. 13, No. 1 

Lawal, R.A. (1989 a). 'Relationship between attitude to and Achievement of goals in the learning of 
second Nigerian Languages.' An unpublished Ph.D Assertation. University of Ibadan. 

Lawal, (1989 bl. "Implementing the second Nigerian Language Curriculum in the Junior Secondary 
School: The state of the Art". Nigerian Educational Forum. Vol. 12, No. 1. 

Matemilolo, P.A. (1993) "An evaluation of the Yoruba L2 syllabus by selected Yoruba L2 experts and 
secondary school teachers'. An unpublished M.Ed thesis, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. 

(1996). 'Vision and Mission of N L2 in the Junior Secondary School: The Yoruba L2 inthe21st 



century'. A paper presented at a national conference of NCCE held at NTI, Kaduna. 21 st - 25th 
July, 1996. 

Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (1982). Approved National Curriculum in 
Yoruba Language for Junior Secondary School. Ibadan: University press Limited. 

 


