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Abstract 
The Bible is unique and is one of the oldest in the world. Christians today 
see the realization of God's plan in Christ. The most significant 
characteristic of the Bible is its divine inspiration and authority. The Bible 
literally is God's breathed. This paper examines what inspiration is, and the 
Biblical description of inspiration. It also examines the elements of 
inspiration and the Biblical reaching about inspiration. As a result, 
inspiration is relevant to Christians today in the following ways: that 
Biblical authority is reflected in the use of the scriptures during worship; the 
role of the human authors is completely overshadowed by the divine power. It 
is also clear that inspiration has made the Bible to be infallible. 

Introduction 
The Bible is a unique book, it is one of the oldest books in the world and yet it is still the 

world's best seller. It is a product of the ancient Eastern world, but it has molded the modern western 
world. Tyrants have burned the Bible and believers revere it. It is the most quoted, the most published, 
the most translated and the most influential book in the history of mankind. 

How did the Bible originate? What kind of book is the Bible? Is it a product of the 
supernatural origin? When and how did the Bible take on its present form? Are there errors in the 
Bible? If there are errors, why did God permit errors in a divine book, especially if God is perfect? If 
there are no errors in the Bible, how can we account for this since the Bible has human authors? These are 
the questions which we shall try to consider here in this paper. Answers to the above questions will 
require a lifetime history. It is in histories that the above puzzles have arisen. Our attempt to survey 
what inspiration is all about, will answer the relevant question raised above. 

The Bible has two major sections. The Old Testament and the New Testament. While the Old 
Testament was written and preserved by the Jewish community for a millennium before the time of 
Christ, the New testament was composed by Disciples of Christ during the first century. 

Christian scholars have stressed the unity between these two Testaments of the Bible in term of 
Jesus Christ who claimed to be its unifying factor. St. Augustine sees the New testament as veiled in 
the Old Testament, while the Old Testament is unveiled in the New Testament. The New is in the old 
concealed, and the old is in the new revealed. That is Christ is enfolded in the old, but unfolded in the 
new. Believers before the time of Christ looked forward in expectation whereas present day believers 
see the realization of God's plan in Christ. The most significant characteristic of the Bile is not its 
formal structure but its divine inspiration. The Bible is not poetic inspiration but divine authority 
that is meant when we speak of the inspiration of the Bible. The Bible literally is "God breathed." 
That's why it is unique. 

What is Inspiration? 
'Inspiration' refers to the way in which God's self-revelation has come to be expressed in the 

words of the Bible. It is the activity of the Spirit of God whereby he superintended the human authors of 
scriptures so that their writing became a transcripts of God's word to man. 

The word inspiration can be considered in many ways as understood by the early Fathers and 
Scholars. Some early fathers consider it as Prophets were possessed by the Holy Spirit, were inspired 
and instructed by God Himself. Justin Marty: (AD 100-165) explains that:, 

"When you listen to the prophecies, spoken as in the person, do not think 
that they were spoken by the inspired prophets of their own accord, but by 
the word of God who prompts them." 

In this case, Justin did not cite names of an individual prophet. Note, that, prediction of future events was a 
gift to prophets and inspiration was a matter of divine dictation.  

Origin, one of the first Christian writers to take up the study of inspiration at length, demonstrated a bias 



against the views that an ecstatic experience was the origin of prophecy and of scriptural inspiration. He wrote of the 
testimonies drawn from the scriptures, which are believed to be divine both from the two testaments. He further 
stressed that, whosoever approaches the prophetic words with care and attention will be convinced by his own 
feelings that the words which are believed by us are from God and not the composition of men. 

Father Augustine (354-430 A.D) held the scriptures were dictated to human authors by the holy Spirit. 
That is, the authors through whom the Holy Spirit brought Holy scripture into being; and the spirit of God "who 
produced these words through him." Passed across the words of God to man.  

In Judaism (Jewish tradition), the inspiration of prophets is one thing; the inspiration of the scriptures 
(written works) is another. That the writings which contain the words of the prophets were inspired is never 
explicitly said in the Jewish scriptures, even though they constantly affirm "All scriptures is given by inspiration 
of God" literally," All scriptures is God breathed." That the Holy Spirit was deeply involved in the activity and 
proclamation of the prophets (2 Sam.23:2; Hosea 1:1; Joel 3:1-2 etc). 

The traditional belief of Judaism echoed, "A prophet has no utterance of his own, but all his utterances came 
from elsewhere, the echoes of another's voice. O them, the wicked may never be interpreter of god, so that no 
worthless person is God-inspired since all three (Total, Prophets and writings) units were derived from prophetic 
utterance. It is on the basis of this Jewish tradition that the author of 2 Peter affirms that these words are truly 
prophetic. Thus, early Christianity shared with Jewish tradition the notion that the scriptures were inspired, as 
attested by the virtual inter-changeability of "It is written" (Acts 13:33) and that God says (Acts 13:34,35). 

The Greek word most equivalent to inspiration meaning "God breathed occur only once in the New 
Testament (2 Tim.3:16) and once in the Old Testament-Job 32:8, the process by which God communicates His 
authoritative message to man. 

Lekwat (1978) defines inspiration as the strong conscious in breathing of God into men, qualifying them 
to give utterance to truth. It is God speaking through men as God speaks every single word of the Bible with His own 
lips. Inspiration is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in man causing man to convey what God wanted man to 
know and the personality of man is considered. But Sambo (2002) quoting Harvis, defines inspiration as that special 
work of the Holy Spirit by which he so guided the writers of the scriptures that their writings were preserved from 
error and conveyed the thoughts God wished to communicate to the recipients.  

From this definition, one will observe the following: (i)         The scripture include all 
that God wanted men to know (ii)        The scripture exclude all that God did not want men to 
know. (iii)       The very choices of the words of scripture were controlled by the Holy Spirit. (iv)       
God used men to write scriptures (v)        Inspiration refers to only the autographs (vi)       
Inspiration is not mechanical dictation. 

Biblical Description of Inspiration 
Paul while writing to Timothy noted that "All scriptures is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness'1 (2 Tim.3:16). 
(a) One extent of inspiration is God's activity all the scripture are the product of God's out- 

breathing", in this context that means the whole of the Old Testament. 
(b) The testimony of eyewitnesses is inferior to the word of the prophets'. It did not emerge from 

the writers' private reflections, but "men spoke from God as they have carried along by the 
Holy Spirit. 
Scripture or writings are "God-breathed" and, therefore, authoritative for the thought and life of the 

believer. 
1 Corinthians 2:13 stresses the same point, where Paul wrote, "And we impart this, in words not taught by 

human wisdom but taught by the Spirit interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess 
the Spirit. Words taught by the Holy Spirit are divinely inspired words. The writer of 2 Peter 1:21 states that, "No 
prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God". 

In other words, the prophets were men whose messages did not originate with their own impulse but 
were "Spirit-moved." So by revelation, God spoke to the prophets in many ways (Heb.l;!): visions, dreams, 
voices and miracles. Inspiration is the way God spoke through the prophets to others. The fact that the prophets 
search their own writings to see "what person or time was indicated by the spirit of Christ within them \\\ en 
predicting the suffering of Christ and subsequent glory (1 Peter 1:1 1), is an indication that their words were not 
ultimately self-initiated. 

Based on these passages on inspiration, it is clear that the Bible is inspired in the sense that the Spirit 
moved men write God-breathed words which ire divinely authoritative for Christian faith and practice. To call the 
Bible inspired is simply another way of saying that it is God's authoritative self-revelation. 

Elements of Inspiration 
The usage of the word inspiration was applied only to the writings and not to the writers. The Holy Spirit 



as Peter said moved upon the men who produced the inspired writings. In this process, three essential elements 
are seen which contain divine prophetic agency, and written authority.  
(a) Divine causality- here God is the prime mover in the inspiration of the Bible. It is the divine, 

which moved the human. God spoke to the prophet first and then through them to others. God 
revealed and men of God recorded the truths of faith. By this, god is the ultimate source and 
original cause of Biblical truth. 

(b) Prophetic agency- the prophets who wrote scripture were more than recording secretaries. 
Because they wrote with full intent and consciousness in their own styles and vocabularies.  
The personalities of the prophets were not violated by a supernatural intrusion. God used their  
personalities to convey His propositions. The prophets were the   immediate   cause   of  what 
was written, but God was the ultimate cause. 

(c) Written authority-the final product of divine authority working through the prophetic agency 
is the written authority of the Bible. The scriptures are "profitable or teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness." The Bible (final product) is the last word on  
doctrinal and ethical matters. Therefore, all theological and moral disputes must be brought to 
the bar of the written word. The scriptures derive their authority from God through His 
prophets. Nevertheless, it is the prophetic writings and not the writers that retain the resultant 
divine authority. The prophets have died, yet their prophetic writing live on. 
In short, for any adequate definition of inspiration, it must have these elements mentioned above-God the 

prime mover, then men of God were used as instruments, and a divinely authoritative writings as the final products 
(results). 

The Biblical Teachings about Inspiration: 
What the Bibles teaches about its own inspiration is not far fetched as the Bible itself testifies abundantly to 

its inspiration. The Bible claims to be a divinely authoritative book resulting from a process whereby spirit moved 
men wrote God-breathed words. 
1. Whatever else may be claimed about the Bible, it is clear that it claims a verbal inspiration for 

itself. 2 Tim.3:16 declares that, it is the writings, which are inspired. Writers of the Old Testament were 
repeatedly commanded to write what the Lord commanded. Example, "Mosses wrote all the words of 
the Lord" (Exodus. 24:4). Isaiah was told to inscribe in a book God's everlasting message (Is.30:8): cf 
Ezek.24:l; Exod.l7:4; 34:27; Num.33. David confessed, "The spirit of the Lord speaks by me, His word 
is upon my tongue" (2 Sam 23:2). Another example that the words of the Lord came to the prophets hundred 
of times in the Old Testament. Jeremiah was told by God," diminish not a word" (Jer.26:2). In the New 
Testament, Jesus and the Apostles stressed the recorded revelation by the phrase, "It is written" (cf Mt. 
4:4,7,10, LK.24:27,44). Apostle Paul testified that he spoke in "words... taught by the Spirit' (I Cir.2:13). 
Paul's' message to the Thessalonians is the word of God (I Thess.2:13) and claimed that Christ is speaking 
to him. John warned not to subtract from the "words of . . .  the prophecy" of his revelation (Rev. 22:19) the 
famous sermon on the mount. 

 Jesus declared that not only the very words but even the smallest part of a Hebrew word from 
God.. "For truly I say to you , till heaven and earth pass away, not even an iota, not a dot, will 
pass from the law until all is accomplished." (Matt. 5:18). It is clear that the Bible claims for 
itself verbal or written authority. Its very words are said to be from God. 

2. Inspiration is plenary- this adjective indicates that the Bible is inspired in all its parts.  
Inspiration is in full "All scriptures is inspired by God" (2Tim.3:16). This shows that, no part 
of the scripture is without full doctrinal authority. For the whole of the old testament as Paul 
puts it, "is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" 
(2  Tim.3:16).  He wrote,  "Whatever,  was written  in  former days was written for 
our 
instruction" (Rom.15:4). So, if all scripture is inspired by God (2 tirn.3;16), it is a clear  
indication that the    Biblical inspiration is full and completely authorities. Jesus and New 
Testament writers amply illustrate their belief in the full and complete inspiration of the Old 
Testament by quoting from every part of the scriptures authoritatively. No teaching of  
scripture is without divine origin. Of course, plenary inspiration extends to both Old and New 
testaments, full and completely authoritative. 

3. Inspiration gives authority- the Bible teaches that inspiration conveys final authority of the 
written documents. Jesus said, "The scriptures cannot be broken." (John 10:35), On many 
occasions our Lord appealed to the written word of God as final arbitrator for faith and 
practice. He claimed scripture as his authority for cleansing the temple. (Mk. 11:17); for  
rebuking the tradition of the Pharisees (Mt. 15:3,4); for settling doctrinal disputes (Mt.22;29) 
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the authority of the written word it is written" 
(Mt.4:4,7,10). On occasion Jesus would say, "Everything written... must be fulfilled" Lk 
24:25,44). But an even stronger affirmation of the final authority of scripture is found in His 
pronouncement "It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the law to 
become void" LK 16:17). The written words are unbreakable. It comes from God and it has 
the authority of God invested in it. 

It's Relevance to the Church today 
Inspiration of the scripture by the Holy Spirit is that they have authority for Christians and the 

church. Biblical authority is reflected in the use of the scriptures in the church liturgical worship, as a 
source for theological endeavorus and for the personal piety and spiritual growth of individual 
Christian. 

It is clear that, the role of the human authors is completely overshadowed by the idea of 
divine power. 

There will always be an element of mystery about the precise way in which the Bible has 
been produced. This ought not to surprise Christians, for mystery inevitably accompanies all God's 
dealings with his creatures. 

If Christians acknowledge God as the one "who works out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of his will" (Eph.l:! 1). Who does whatever please him" (Ps 135.6), then we shall encounter no 
difficulty. If Christians acknowledge its authority. Christians must bow to its dual claims that it is God's 
inspired word and we should approached it with reverence and submission. 

Theories of inspiration make the truth of the Bible infallibility. The truth of the scriptures led not 
so much in that its passages are without error, but in that through them God manifests his fidelity to His 
people, bringing them into loving union wjth Himself. 

Since every scripture was inspired by the Holy Spirit, He is the only author who can explain 
what He meant, why He said what He said, what was His object, His emphasis and His implication on the 
church (I Cor.2:9-13). But it is human agents who must explain the scriptures. The Holy Spirit cannot 
come in person to perform this function, but just as the Holy Spirit inspired the writing of the scriptures, 
he also leads in exegetical study of the written text of the Bible. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, inspiration implies inerrancy (without error). Whatever God utters is the truth 

without error. Whatever the Bible teaches is inerrant, since inerrancy is logically entailed in 
inspiration. Example, God cannot lie (Heb.6:18); His word is truth (John 17:17). Hence, whatever 

subject the Bible speaks upon, it speaks truly. There are no historical or scientific errors in the 
teaching of scripture. So, everything the Bible teaches is of God and therefore, without error. 
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