
NON - FORMAL EDUCATION AND NATION BUILDING 

Umezulike Nneka .A. (Mrs.) 

 

Abstract 
Non (brmal education is a type of education geared towards the upliftment of human 

beings outside the regulated formal school systems. This work highlights the components 
of Adult and Non-formal Education and its potentialities. Without non formal education, 
nation building is limping on one leg, in other words, non formal education is the answer to 
nation building, both socially, economically, politically, culturally and academically. 

Introduction 
Education generally is a system by which man, society or nation try to upgrade knowledge, skills and 

attitudes. This is achieved most of the time through direct, indirect or accidental influence. Through education one 
can develop abilities, attitudes and other types of behaviour that are of positive value to the person, society and the 
nation at large. According to Njoku (1980), education gives a person beauty and perfection. One is capable of 
receiving by providing him with socially desirable altitudes, knowledge and skills. He concluded that education is 
the development of a whole man, physically. emotionally, morally and intellectually. From the above 
description of education, it is clear thai education is a catalyst to improvement'which will play a great role in 
nation building. 

There are basically three forms of education, formal, non-formal and informal education. As indicated 
above, there are direct, indirect and accidental influences acting on these forms of education. 

This is shown in the diagram  below: 
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Formal education has direct influence on the recipients that is why children under this group can never question 
any thing they are thought. This is because it is systematically arranged, it has a laid down curriculum, registered 
enrolment and laid down rules and regulations. 

Non formal education is indirect, flexible, practical, focuses on learners' learning objective, etc. Informal 
education is accidental in nature, which means that it can be acquire any where at any point time without attaching 
much importance to its outcome. Most of the times less importance.is attached to certificate. 

It is crystal clear that non formal education is the only system of education that can aid in nation building because 
it serves both the young and old at the same time. In a nut-shell, non-formal education takes care of those who do not 
have opportunity to go to school no matter the person's age. It refers to a type of education received outside the formal 
school system. In this era of technological explosion, non-formal education is the fastest means of out-reach to the 
entire nation. In summary, non formal education is the secret to personal development and nation building. The 
components of non-formal education cover all aspect of education system. Its potentialities are over whelming. 
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Components Of Adult And Non-Formal Education: 
Ukaje (1986) stated that adult and non-formal education includes: literacy, remedial, continuing vocational, 

aesthetic, cultural and civic education for youths and adults outside the formal, school system. In the same vien 
Omolewa (1981) described adult and non formal education as liberals, extramural, mass education, agricultural 
extension, community development, social welfare. This is to say that adult and non-formal education has a 
limitless scope. Much have been written on the various components of adult and non-formal education. There is no 
aspect of education and human endavour that non-formal education did not cut across. Much have been written on 
the various components of adult and non-formal education. There is no aspect of education and human endavour that 
non-formal education did not cut across. 

The scope of non-formal education is so wide that one might wonder if it has not engulfed formal school 
system. The traditional education which takes place at home or at traditional ritual meetings of age grades and 
local organisation st il l come under the umbrella of non-formal education. 

One of the out standing components of non-formal education is lite-long education. This is education that 
begins at birth and terminates with death. Life long education is integrated with all forms of learning, be it formal, 
informal and non-formal education. It also embraces all categories of learners. This in essence means that education 
should continue through-out one's life. 

Non-formal education represents the educational components of the broadened concept of development in 
its  different application for the achievement of specific developmental goals. 

The Potentialities Of Non-Formal Education 
In view of the above submission, regarding the components of adult and non-formal education, it is clear 

that non-formal education occupies a position of importance in the field of education and human development and 
planning. In Nigerian situation, the country has been independent for over forty-one (41)  years. The nation has 
been making efforts in finding solutions to her many social, economic, cultural, religious, academic and political 
problems. Non-formal education has a very important role to play in the development of the nation. 

Non-formal education serves as a catalyst in the process of change, be it political, economic, social, etc. It 
also creates the condition that is conducive to change in the words of Okedera and skills by the learner and the 
development of attitudes can promote in him adaptability (readiness to accept change), the spirit of enterprise, 
initiative for improvement and innovation. This is to say that non-formal education serves as a moulder of 
attitudes and behaviour of the members of the society which will help in the process of change and development. In 
essence non-formal education creates full awareness among citizens of the nation by inculcating the needed character 
and discipline necessary for socio-economic development of a nation. This reinforces the strong feeling of Anyanwu 
(1992) that for development to take place it must involve the people themselves and must involve structural changes 
in the pattern of life of the people, raise their moral and consciousness and enable them gain skills to work for their 
well being. 

The influence of non-formal education s a change agent could be noticeable in the life style of the people 
which include values and attitudes. As a result of education which non-formal education is an integral part, some of 
these values and attitudes are changing. The role of non-formal education in social transformation and nation building 
would be understood and appreciated if only we can understand the nature of man and human society before the 
advent of modem education when man was in the height of his primitive and barbarian nature, so education is the 
re-shaping of man in its totality. Durosaro and Durosaro (1988) citing Plato stated that education means more than 
just imparting information. It involves the redirection of the whole personality. The implication of the above 
statement is that for the nation to be well informed and re-directed, the entire population must be involved or else 
there will be no head way. As long as there is life, non-formal education is what people need, regardless of the 
amount of their previous education or exposure. 
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Conclusion And Recommendation: 
Non-formal education is the mistress of all forms, of education, be it formal or informal. It embraces all 

categories of learning. It assists people to attain self-development, community development, national and 
international development. Non-formal education is an investment good as1 well as consumption goods. The 
potentialities of non-formal education are universal, these include among others, creating political and social, 
consciousness, self improvement, self actualizations, employment and improvement in health habits. 

Non-formal education is regarded as the most liberalizing force in human change. According to Nwaogu 
(1994) education makes an individual fit to live and fit to live with. If the above submission by Nwaogu will be a 
reality there must be sustainability in non-formal education in order to achieve global nation building. This in essence 
implies that the generality of people are capable of mastering modern codes of information, technology and 
expression, where they arc able to make critical judgments and exercise their rights of work and democratic 
sovereignty. 

This is to say that non formal education through its various forms of educational systems helps in 
developing the creative potentials of individuals. It assists in ensuring to all equal opportunities of improved 
standard of living. It also aids in creation of favourable atmosphere for the development of new knowledge, 
sk i l ls  and attitudes. It goes a long way in providing functional literacy education for adults who have never had 
the advantage of any formal education. 

It also provides functional and remedial education for those young and older people \\lio prematurely 
dropped out of the formal school system. Non-formal education in its wider coverage, provides further education 
for different categories of workers and professionals. 

There is no nation that stands out in a vacuum as a nation without human beings inhabiting it, for any 
nation to be built on solid foundations, the general populace of its citizens must be properly informed about what 
is going on in the world around them, be it economical, social, political, academical, etc. Non-formal education 
stands out as a great land mark in nation building. 

Finally, according to Tomori and Bown (1979) non-formal education is an instrument for economic 
development. It provides man power at all levels to increase output by training people in the needed skills. It also 
influences attitudes towards work, high productivity profit making and modernization. Non-formal education is 
the centre point in nation building because of its wide coverage. 
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