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Abstract:

An educational system which is designed to promote national unity,
harmony, progress and sustainable national development must take effective
implementation of citizenship education into serious consideration. This
certainly helps such an educational system to secure a strong future that
guarantees a better living condition for all the citizens of the country.
Indeed, effective implementation of citizenship education must focus
strongly on destroying parochial loyalty to ethnic interest groups at the
detriment of patriotic dedication to Nigeria as an indivisible, indissoluble,
democratic and sovereign nation which is established firmly on the
principles of freedom, equality and social justice. Essentially, there is an
urgent need to advocate for people's understanding of the enormous role of
citizenship education as a good tool for social engineering and re-orientation of
the masses to embrace a new social order in Nigeria. Fundamentally,
disciplined culture driven by citizenship education in Nigeria will obviously
enable the country to catch up with developed countries, at least socially in
the global economy.

Introduction

Nigeria as a developing country faces serious problems occasioned by lack of effective
citizenship education to assist people in building a virile, just and equalitarian society where human
dignity is highly respected for the common good of all and sundry in Nigeria. Fundamentally, Federal
Republic of Nigeria (2004) identified five main national goals of Nigeria, which have been approved as
the important cornerstone for National Policy on Education to include the building of-

a free and democratic society;

a just and equalitarian society;

a united, strong and self reliant nation;

a great and dynamic economy;

a land full of bright opportunities for all citizens.
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Essentially, effective implementation of citizenship education still remains an important

strategy to enable Nigeria regain its bearing in creating a new social environment where laws and
orders prevail in a more disciplined manner. There is an obvious need for a disciplined culture in a
highly competitive democratic environment in the contemporary society.
The idea is basically to re-direct the thinking of people in Nigeria who always want to have a short cut in
life irrespective of the situation in the country. This strategy of employing citizenship education to do
things right in Nigeria deserves special measures of international support. This becomes imperative
in order to promote sustainable citizenship education that will enable the people of Nigeria to embrace
a new culture of doing things in the right way. The focus of citizenship education is, indeed, on
Nigerian society that is desperately in search of a new social environment which will ultimately help to
guarantee an improved living condition of people.

Problems of Effective Implementation of Citizenship Education in Nigeria
There are many problems which militate against effective implementation of .citizenship
education in Nigeria. Some of the problems include the followings:- .

L Lack of Public Awareness: It has been noted that lack of public awareness is an important



factor which militates against effective implementation of citizenship education in Nigeria. The
people of Nigeria should be adequately informed of a new social order which discuses on how to
promote better life of people in the country. This obviously requires a public enlightenment campaign
so as to be able to create adequate awareness of the people's value re-orientation in the country.
Haladu (2006) identified public awareness creation concerning any educational initiative and its
values to the community as key to the success of such educational initiative in the society. Freire
(1985) rightly advocated conscientisation of people in order to be able to understand the reality of the
prevailing situations in the society. Haladu (2006) highlighted the importance of communication
media in stimulating public awareness creation concerning any programme in the society.

Indeed, any new educational or development initiative requires adequate public enlightenment
to enable the target audience to be aware of such a thing in the society. Haladu (2006) advocated that
radio and television broadcasts including video coverage, traditional and folk media should be used
greatly in order to enlighten and educate people about the importance of any educational programme.

2. Lack of Political Will: Lack of political will to drive citizenship education in Nigeria is
considered as another major factor which militates against effective implementation of citizenship
education in the country. It is disheartening to note that political leaders in Nigeria do not show
interest in ensuring the success of certain projects in the country. It should be noted that any
development initiative which does not enjoy the political support of leaders in any country, will
certainly fail to make appreciable impact in such a country. Ntia (1989) rightly observed that in any
circumstance where the leaders fail to indicate reasonable interest in any development project that
such a project will not natural ly succeed.

Indeed, effective implementation of citizenship education in Nigeria obviously requires strong
political commitment and support of political leadership in the country. Hall (1978) stated that any
development initiative requires strong political leadership to succeed. Essentially, effective leadership
at community, local government, state and federal levels in Nigeria is very imperative to guarantee
effective implementation of citizenship education in the country.

3. Inadequacy of Data: The planning of any human endeavour cannot be achieved very
successfully without an accurate data base. This tends to indicate the urgent need for accurate data
base in order, to determine the population of beneficiaries of citizenship education and the nature of
prevailing problems which require citizenship education in proffering possible solutions in Nigeria.
Inadequacy of accurate data base is a serious factor which militates against effective implementation
of citizenship education in Nigeria. Indeed, this lack of accurate data base is a serious problem which

hinders effective planning and implementation of sustainable education system in Nigeria. Essentially,

availability of relevant data will obviously facilitate effective implementation of citizenship education
in Nigeria.

Fundamentally, effective implementation of citizenship education requires radio and
television broadcasts or programmes in order to reach the target audience in Nigeria. The use of radio
and television programmes becomes imperative so as to sensitize the target population in Nigeria.
Interestingly, conscientisatian approach as advocated by Freire (1985) becomes obvious in order to
stimulate awareness creation among the target audience in Nigeria. This will promote people's
understanding of the potential of citizenship education as a good instrument for social engineering and
re-orientation of people to embrace a new social order in the country.

4. Unfavourable Political Climate: Fundamentally, citizenship education just like any other
human endeavour requires people in Nigeriato live in unity and harmony as an
indivisible, indissoluble, democratic and sovereign nation where the principles of freedom, equality
and justice prevail as stipulated in the Constitution of Federal Republic of Nigeria (1999) and National
Policy on Education of Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004). Interestingly, the political class is
expected to uphold the tenets of the constitutional provisions and National policy on Education
of Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004) as earlier highlighted in this paper. Sadly enough, citizenship
education does not enjoy conducive political climate from Nigeria political class. The unfavourable
political climate in Nigeria is characterized by electoral frauds, sharp corrupt practices, thuggery,



militancy and other social ills of the society.

It is certainly difficult for citizenship education to promote a conducive social order in such a
chaotic political environment. UNDP (2003) rightly noted that the economy cannot succeed unless the
polity succeeds. This is, indeed, a situation in a true democratic environment. UNDP (2001) identified
political participation by all people, transparency, accountability, openness, strong role for
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society organizations (CSOs) as well as the political
empowerment of the people through democratization and active involvement in decision making
process that affect them as necessary conditions where equality becomes an issue and an active
government becomes part of the possible solution; and not the problem. Essentially, citizenship
education should focus on establishing a new social order that will accommodate a strong economy
which is built on successful strong political climate in a true democratic setting.

5. Lack of Adequate Teachingand Learning Materials: Another factor which militates
against effective implementation of citizenship education in Nigeria is lack of adequate teaching and
learning materials. Indeed, there is inadequacy of teaching and learning materials notably primers,
audio - visual aids, radio, television, posters among others which can facilitate
effective implementation of citizenship education in Nigeria. Haizel (1979) was of the view that an
adult educator should go beyond the use of five human senses to support his voice in order to
facilitate effective teaching and learning.

He specifically identified stimulus mode as any type of stimulus which is presented to a
learner to stimulate effective human interaction, representation, models, direct observation of things
as well as pictorial among others. Nzeneri (2002) in his own contributions, rightly classified mass
media, print media and sound media as important means of media for communicating
socio-economic, political and cultural programmes in the society. Sadly enough, it is unfortunate to
remark that not everybody in Nigeria can afford to buy a radio set which is considered as the cheapest
sound media because of the high level of poverty in the country today.

The Prospects of Effective Implementation of Citizenship Education in Nigeria
The prospects of effective implementation of citizenship education can be seen as follows:

1 Citizenship Education Helps to Correct the Failures of Nigeria as a Developing
Country: It is pertinent to slate that an important prospect of citizenship education is that il will help
very tremendously to correct the failures of Nigeria as a developing country. Interestingly, this new
initiative of advocacy for promotion of effective implementation of citizenship education will
certainly address humanity's future in terms of disciplined culture in a country like Nigeria where the
contemporary political class has contributed to a certain extent to short change disciplined and
transparent dealings with the people, especially the electorates for their obvious selfish reasons. There
is an urgent need for change which will obviously come not so much from academic presentation and
discussion, but from reality of situations in the society. Ricupero (2002) rightly noted that the much
desired change is coming not so much from intellectual debate, but from the reality of situation which
confront people in the society. The implication of this is that the realistic situations dictate to a large
extent the social engineering approach for re-orientation of people in addressing prevailing social
problems in the society. In this circumstance, therefore, action speaks louder than voice. Indeed,
disciplined culture driven by citizenship education in Nigeria will ultimately help the country to catch up
with developed countries at least socially in the global economy.

In order to build a disciplined cultural environment, it is suggested that citizenship education
should focus greatly on sustainable human development so as to enhance people's living conditions in
the society. According to Ricupero (2001) sustainable human development approach should focus on
how to improve the nature of people's lives in the society. There is obviously a need to achieve
remarkable sustainable improved living conditions using citizenship education as a good instrument to
correct the failures of Nigeria as a developing country. This will certainly put certain checks in place to
control inordinate behaviour of people in Nigeria who think always that it is business as usual to seek
for a short- cut in life in the country. There is an urgent need to chant a new course of action, if Nigerian
political leaders are really determined to catch up with developed countries in the contemporary
world.



2. Citizenship Education Promotes Sustainable National Development: It should be noted
that another important prospect of effective implementation of citizenship education is the promotion
of sustainable national development in Nigeria. Citizenship education is used to simulate sustainable
national development in the society. Essentially, working towards understanding the reality of our
socio-economic environment in Nigeria will stimulate sustainable national development in the
country. Aruma (2007) rightly stated that working towards this understanding forms an integral part
of citizenship education which helps to promote sustainable national development in Nigeria. Indeed,
a new dynamic approach to national consciousness should be well articulated in the education reforms
in order to strengthen effective implementation of citizenship education in Nigeria.

3. Citizenship Education Stimulates Formulation of Ideas: Another important prospect of
effective implementation of citizenship education is that it stimulates formulation of ideas for mutual
co-existence of people in the society. Citizenship education is used to stimulate formulation of ideas
and integration of people's views for mutual co-operation that will ultimately enhance people's living
conditions in the society. The idea is basically to integrate people fully into the society as advocated
in the National Policy on Education (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2004). Indeed,
citizenship education should drive the full integration of people into the society in Nigeria as
stipulated in National Policy on Education in the country.

Conclusion

There is need for flexibility of-citizenship education in Nigeria. This will enhance its
effective implementation in the country.

Additionally, there is an urgent need to re focus citizenship education for better
implementation of National Policy on Education. Essentially, citizenship education should be
structured in the national policy on education to reflect clearly national identity of Nigerians
irrespective of their age, sex and diverse culture. This is, indeed, an important strategy which will
help Nigerian citizens to imbibe the culture of national identity in a diversified cultural setting
or environment like Nigeria.

Essentially, this new initiative of advocacy for promotion of effective implementation of
citizenship education will obviously address humanity's future in terms of disciplined culture in
Nigeria where the contemporary political class has contributed remarkably to short change
disciplined and transparent dealings with people, especially the electorates in the country. The simple
truth is that effective implementation of citizenship education will, indeed, help Nigeria to embrace
the reality of prevailing situations in the society, especially in the developed countries where
disciplined culture -driven is part of the people's way of life which has contributed greatly to
guarantee an improved living conditions for the people.
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