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Abstract 

This paper focuses on French language education in societal advancement and development. 
This paper defines language, it also examined French language in the world. It further 
discussed the contributions of French language to societal advancement, the role of French in 
societal advancement was examined, that is becoming self employed with literacy in French. 
This paper also examined economic, political and technological advancement through the 
French language. In the world of today, international languages hold the power of effective 
communication and integration. In West Africa sub region French is the dominant language. 
Nigeria is surrounded by French speaking countries, to the West is Republic of Benin, to the 
East is Cameroon while to the North of Nigeria is Niger and Chad. The knowledge of French 
will no doubt play a key role in societal advancement and development.     

 
 

Language education, unlike other subjects in the curriculum, serves all over the world as a 
means of instruction in all subjects including itself. Language plays a vital role in development. It 
facilitates the exchange of ideas and culture. The opportunities offered by language are unrestricted 
access to international market. The aim of every language is to communicate, transmit ideas 
effectively in written or oral form in whatever situation.  

According to Osonyekele (2009) “language is at the base of any given society and is 
personified due to its salient position in the lives of people who use it daily for different purposes”. 
This paper will discuss how a foreign language such as French can contribute to societal 
advancement. French is one of the major languages used for communication across the globe. It is 
regarded as the language of world diplomacy, technological advancement contemporary world 
commerce. It is a major linguistic player French is a language to reckon with in most multilateral, 
bilateral universal relationship, associations and organizations.  
 
The Meaning of Language, Societal and Advancement 

Language plays distinct role in education. Language is a vehicle for people’s culture and a 
means of maintaining and preserving that culture (Anobuluyi, 2009). 

According to Chambers Dictionary (2004) “language can be defined as any formalized system 
of communication, especially one that uses sounds or written symbols which the majority of a 
particular community will readily understand”. Language is a process of organizing meanings. It may 
also be defined as a communication process. Activities of man are interpreted through language. 
Language is a system of sounds and written symbols used by the people of a particular nation, area or 
tribe to communicate with each other. It is also used as other means of communication such as sign 
language, computer language, animal language etc (Okeke, 2009).  
Language is an integral part of man. It is as old as man itself. Without language no society can 
develop, therefore, it is an important tool for societal advancement.   
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Societal – This is an adjective used to describe something that is related to society.  
Advancement – This is about progress and development.  
 
French Language in the World 

After English language French language is the second international language mostly used in 
the world. It is rivaled by English language. It is spoken in all continents of the world.  
According to Tuedor (2013) “French after English is the dominant working language of the United 
Nations, UNESCO, NATO, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the 
International Labour Bureau, the International Olympic Committee, the 31-member Council of 
Europe, the European Community, the Universal Postal Union, the International Red Cross, the 
European Court of Justice, the European Tribunal of First instance, the press Room at the European 
Commission in Brussels, Belgium.  

From the above, it is obvious that French is a means of communication in the international 
scene. French as an international language is a language with integrative capability which is able to 
link up countries. It is for this reason that many countries are now embracing it while some others 
with English as their official language are in the process of adopting French as their second official 
language. Nigeria is an example of such countries. Osuagwu (2011) states that “French is also a 
dominant working language of International Telecommunications Union, European Union, European 
parliament, Economic Community if West African states and the African Union. French language also 
plays a major role in many sub-regional, political, economic, business and sporting organizations”. 
While any language will be useful for some jobs or for some regions, French is the one foreign 
language that can be useful throughout the world as well as in the United States.  

Tuedor (2013) observes that “in a recent listing of international jobs distributed by the US 
State Department: 92 required or preferred French, 36 Spanish, 11 a UN language (Arabic, Chinese, 
English, French, Russian and Spanish)… of the various types of professional positions for which 
international organizations recruit 4 required French”. At the individual level, one would see that to 
internationalize one’s career, one needs French language for global citizenship. Looking at the 
economy of France, it is one of the world’s largest economies. Therefore most countries will want to 
partner with France in order to develop their economy. France will be more interested in countries that 
are bilingual in French.  

According to Tuedor (2013) “France has one of the most advanced systems of 
telecommunications in the world. The French are the world’s third manufacturers of electronics 
equipments. It is the fourth largest producer of automobiles in the world and the third largest 
exporter”. French language is very essential for participating in global democracy and economy. It 
constitutes a natural force and tool for progress. According to Ade-Ojo (2005) “it was from and 
through France that French entered other parts of the world through colonization (Africa, particularly 
from the 19th century and the Far East from the 17th and 18th centuries). (Canada and USA from the 
17th century and through culture and civilization (many other countries in which French enjoys some 
level of acceptability and popularity).  
 
French Language and Societal Advancement 

An individual that can communicate effectively in French will definitely be relevant in the 
francophone world. This will go a long way in building the individual’s capacity towards societal 
advancement. French language as we have seen to be an international or global language, opens doors 

Faith Lori and O. A Okotete 



3  

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Research Development, Volume 26 No 2, April, 2017-ISSN 1596-974X 

to those who are French literate. To be able to participate in the global cultural, scientific and 
technical exchange, knowledge of French is really indispensable.  

Knowledge of French would no doubt increase one’s opportunities and marketability in 
business and career. It will help to reduce unemployment and it will create opportunities, thereby 
contributing to societal advancement. French language can enable one to further studies in fields of 
science, medicine and technology. Knowledge of French can make someone to become self 
employed, either as an interpreter/translator or even establishing a French study centre to teach French 
language to different professionals.  
 
Economically 

This is expected to significantly contribute to economic growth and improve the livelihoods 
of the people living in the country. To this end, a common economic language such as  French will 
foster communication. It will make it easier to discuss economic problems. It will be the medium 
through which, it will be possible to come together. As earlier noted, France is a major world research 
centre, the fourth largest producer of automobiles in the world and the third largest exporter. For 
effective participation with the francophone world in international commerce and diplomacy, fluency 
in French language will promote economic activities of international organization. While the economy 
of a nation refers to the administration management, distribution and the riches of a nation, fluency in 
French can enhance economic growth of a nation, thereby contributing to the development of that 
nation. The knowledge of French language is inevitable for those going into export business. As this 
will enable them to transact their businesses without any communication barrier.  
 
Politically  

This is the coming together of various political groups and sharing of ideas or views for 
further advancement of political values of a society. As stated earlier, the different international 
organizations where French is a dominant language, the knowledge of French will greatly enhance the 
participation of those who are interested in any of the various international organizations. An 
individual, who is also interested in International politics such as the position of the secretary general 
of United Nations, will have little or no difficulty in securing the position with proficiency in French. 

In 1991, a very prominent Nigerian political leader, wanted a juicy position in the United 
Nations (UN), but could not get the position, he lost to his opponent, because of proficiency in the 
French language, which is a key requirement for the position. Other professionals and businessmen 
could have lost such great opportunities.  
 
Technologically  

Literacy in French will no doubt enable access to global information and documentation in 
science and technology. It is difficult to travel anywhere in the world without coming in contact with 
French which is an international and ICT language. In countries where there are two or three official 
languages, French is usually one of them, and it is very popular in the world. According to Elaho 
(1995) “at the continental and global levels, the French language is a sine-que-non for self-fulfillment 
and meaningful interaction… it is an indispensable tool and a catalyst for the promotion of 
international peace and solidarity”.  

Knowledge of French enables access to authentic materials especially for researchers. Shaibu 
(2015) states that “materials in rich multimedia forms including visuals, audio and textual resources as 
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well as vast quantities of information available in French language can be easily accessed by 
researchers”. 
 
Conclusions 

This paper discussed the concept of language as a key to communication, mutual relationship 
and understanding leading to societal advancement. It went further to discuss one of the languages, 
the world over considers basically as one of the most unifying languages across the breath and length 
of the universe, French. It also highlights its place and functions in world history as well as its roles in 
the future of mankind. This paper also discussed how French language can contribute to societal 
advancement, individually, economically and politically. We agree with Tuedor (2013) stating that 
“there is an urgent need to adopt a pragmatic national/international language policy, such a policy 
would enforce its vicarious teaching and learning in schools as a way of linguistically empowering the 
nation and allowing it to fully reap the economic, political and socio-cultural dividends offered by 21st 
century trade”.  
The acquisition of French language will reinforce the socio-economic, political and cultural 
relationship with francophone nations of the world. In a world ideologically, politically, economically 
and linguistically polarized, it is evident that one of the efficient ways of reducing the barrier in 
communication is the learning of French language. On this note, this paper therefore, proposes proper 
sensitization of the importance of learning French language at all levels of education i.e. from 
elementary to tertiary institutions. The federal government should also see the urgent need of French 
language education in Nigeria, thereby implementing its learning as stated in the revised edition of the 
national policy on education (NPE) from 2004 to date. The compulsory learning of French from 
primary to junior secondary schools has become an issue in Nigeria educational system. This is 
because since the declaration of French as the second official language in the country in 1996, the 
different governments till date have refused to recognize its relevance, they have only paid lip service 
to it. This paper therefore recommends that the Federal government should declare an emergency in 
French language education in order to fully implement the policy on French language education in 
Nigeria.  
 
Recommendation 

- The Federal Ministry of Education in collaboration with the national orientation agency 
should sensitize the entire populace and create awareness of the importance of French, 
especially among the youths. 

- The Federal Ministry of Education should call for a meeting of all stakeholders of French 
Language to find ways on how to fully implement the teaching/learning of French in Primary 
schools as stated in the National Policy on Education. 

- There should be mass recruitment of teachers at all levels of government to be able to meet 
the demand as there are no enough teachers of French Language. 

- To further encouraged the teaching and learning of French, the Federal Government should 
bear the cost (school fees) of the language immersion programme (LIP) at Nigeria French 
village, Badagry at both level NCE and University levels. 

- The government should introduce stipend for students of French on language immersion 
programme (LIP), as this will enhance the enrolment of students at the NCE and university 
levels. 
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- Again, French should be made a general studies course thereby making it a compulsory 
course in universities, just as it is already a general course in almost all polytechnics and in 
Colleges of Education in Nigeria. 

- French centers should be established at all levels i.e. local government level, state and federal 
levels as this will greatly facilitate and motivate the teaching and learning of French at your 
door step. The unemployed, professionals as well as businessmen and women will be able to 
find easily where to learn French. Private individuals can also establish French centers, as it is 
a way of becoming self employed. 

- Finally, the recommendations given so far will no doubt help in job creation. 
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