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Abstract

Culture is an important factor in curriculum developmiariligerian Schools. The essence of
education is to transmit the cultural heritage of a sodietthe younger generation of the
society. Curriculum is a veritable tool for attaining #mucational goals of a nation. This
paper is concerned with cultural basis of curriculumxéreined the influence of culture on

curriculum development in Nigerian schools. The school do¢€xist in a vacuum, but has
co-operation with the home, church, peer groups and commiifieityThe paper therefore

deals with the meaning and classification of culture; thgmisis of curriculum development;

influence of culture on children’s learning; the contextcofriculum development and

agencies in the educative process and curriculum development.
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Culture is a complex whole which includes knowledgeliefs, arts, morals, customs and any other
capabilities acquired by man as a member of theetgsodn Nigeria, curriculum development in the
schools is greatly influenced by the culture of tbenxmunity/locality in which the school is located.

Education is seen as the transmission of cultum fone generation to another. The school is
a formalized and systematized institution, builthe society for the society. Therefore, the sclimal
specific, local and a dynamic institution in thecisty; and it is regarded as a knowledge factoy an
transmits in the society.

The syllabus is primarily concerned with the exptaom of culture. It was this emphasis of
the syllabus on culture that made earlier curriculworkers believe that the school was built babical
to “transmit the cultural heritage” which impliescamulated human experiences (Ilvowi, 2009).

Thus, curriculum development is oriented towards/joling school programs and is basically
a plan of structuring the environment to coordinatan orderly manner the element of time, space,
materials, equipment, personnel and language (@&p2002). Since the paper is mainly concerned
with cultural basis of curriculum, it questions wier curriculum is in any way connected with
culture. The definition, components and programuotesulture will provide answer to the question
whether curriculum is in any way based on cultirees education is seen as the transmission of
culture from one generation to another which isae@ss of enculturation (Anwuka, 2001).

What is Culture?

Culture is the social behaviour and norms founduman societies (Oliver,2005). Culture is
considered a central concept in anthropology enessipg the range of phenomena that are
transmitted through social learning in human s@setCulture has different meanings and it is used
in different ways. Culture can be used for a goahnered person or a person with good taste. It
depicts good behavior. It is the people’s patteifearned behavior. Scientists also culture living
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cells, which is putting the cells in an environmethiere they can grow or thrive to become visitie. |
context, culture refers to people’s pattern of w@ralt is the totality of the way of life of a pple. It
involves everything that can be communicated frova generation to another. Culture is the fabric of
ideas, beliefs, norms, customs and traditionsesysif knowledge, institutions, aesthetic objeats] a
material things of arts. It involves food habi@nduages, festivals, marriage ceremonies, methfods o
thinking and etiquette, culture is maintained aratlified through education. It is believed that wher
ever educational institutions discharge their resgalities well, they influence the life of thedety,
which implies their culture. Curriculum must beedlection of what people do, feel, and believe. All
these have cultural affiliation. It is said thattate is to education what current is to electyichAny
society whose education is not founded on its celts in danger of alienating the products of that
system from their culture. The curriculum plann@rsst be familiar with the culture of the society fo
which the curriculum is being planned (Khan,2004)he fundamental aspects of culture include
beliefs, values, routines and customs (Esu,2009).

Cultural Determinants of the Content of Curriculum in Nigeria Schools

Education is regarded as one of the social inaiitat of the society. However, several
scholars/authors have come up with different deding of the term. Education is the process by
which society deliberately transmit its culturalriteege through schools, colleges, universities and
other institutions. This means that the contenthef curriculum in schools must be loaded with
cultural elements of the society (Esu, 2009).

Consequently, knowledge, which is produced in sl system, should be firmly grounded
in the culture of the given society. This meang timtwo societies can have identical educational
system. Since educational culture, is supposedta keflection of the society’s culture, needs and
aspirations, the nature of the knowledge availabkny given society should be sought in the nature
of a society’s institutions and culture. This ic@ese knowledge is disseminated and acquired 0 tha
members of the society can improve themselves.

It was discovered that the major cause of theritf colonial/missionary education was that
it was not adapted to the socio-cultural milieu vitnich it operated. Colonial education never
incorporated valued aspects of the culture as aseband this why colonial education has been
regarded as inadequate for Africans in generalNigdrians in particular.

Culture has been described as a way of life ofogplee There is no culture that is static. Since
education has been defined as cultural transmissicaiso plays an important part in achieving
cultural change. This is because a good educagisters should have conservative, transitive and
innovative functions as society is not static byhamic. Okeke (1991) asserts that “aspects of
society’s culture which are not found adequatettiersurvival and progress of society at any paint i
time could either be modified or changed through ghocess of education. Therefore, knowledge in
every society is relative to time and place. Iréfiere means that any good educational system éghoul
imbibe the culture as presented by the people.

The Terms Curriculum and Curriculum Development

The word curriculum has a Latin origin “currus” whi means “course” and by the ™9
century, the word curriculum had come to be use@fierence to education. Curriculum is now taken
as a course which students or pupils undertakeegscompete for their academic works.
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The term “curriculum” is an organized instructighidesirable curriculum should include extra class
activities and counseling services. These elemémtd ding extra-class activities and counseling
services — according to Oliver (2005) go furthectmsider three components of what he calls “the
educational programme” which is another term farrficulum”. According to him, the educational
programme consists of three basic elements:

a) programme of studies
b) Programme of activities
C) Programme of guidance.

Two basic points are clear form the foregoing: ¢basensus by curriculum experts that new
concepts of curriculum include more than formalcsthsubjects and organized instruction. The
nature and type of elements involved are also 8pdciSecondly, it is clear that none of the eletsen
on its own can stand for or interpret the curricaliRather, each of them is important and has specif
contribution to the whole gamut of the educatiopedgramme. It is these elements working in
concert with their individual special contributiomsid functions that constitute the curriculum or
educational programme.

According to (Hirst, 2005), curriculum developménthe planning process of learning opportunities
intended to bring about certain changes in pugessments of the extent to which these changes
have taken place. It is sometime misconstrued guthiculum planning. To him, curriculum planning

is one of those terms in education that are makkeonpression and doubts. Many authors use the
term and related ones like curriculum developmerd aurriculum process without bothering to
define them and show how each differ from the otBerrriculum planning involves making series of
decisions and choices which are based on valuegyenthds to be covered to reach the goals of
education (Offorma, 2014).

Influence of Culture on Children’s Learning

The content of education includes those forms aivwkadge, skills, values and attitudes
which motivate and control conduct of children lre tschool community. As curriculum is based on
culture or as curriculum would be shaped by théucelof the society in which it operates, the cohte
should enable the young citizens to conform with #éxpectations of the groups in everyday life.
While education is aimed at consolidating existingral standards in order that individuals may
enjoy a satisfactory community life, the schooldoendeavour to teach knowledge and skills that
are relevant to the needs of changing time (Ovvgia0).

According to (Khan, 2004) conditions induced byterdl differences must be the focal point
in the planning of a school's educational programd aurriculum development. Sometimes, schools
take the initiative in organizing group activityrfohildren in their out-of-school life and at othignes
schools are given the opportunity to participatdarrthe leadership of others interested in imprvin
the quality of living in a particular community. leither situation, the school has a significant
contribution to make by creating a good climate dbild society to flourish. Sometimes, Parents
Teacher Association in various communities provifiegls for the services of a recreation. In all of
them, the school must play important roles if itosneet its responsibility adequately.

Infact, influence of culture makes changes to lwitable. The future will never be the same
as the present. Solutions to the present probleifhscertainly, be inappropriate for future problem
Because of the rapidly changing circumstances,ay e fatal to rely doggedly on the past. Thus
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studies will be of two types: those that deal vi#bts as they are and those that deal with whagtsoc
ought to be. (Ovwata, 2000). There is, therefoerfer constant revision of the curriculum to eesur
that students acquire up-to-date facts and knowledgsides, as conditions alter so fast, thus
widening generation gaps, the ways of coping withrapid changes must also vary.

Conclusion

Curriculum is regarded as the knowledge, skilldyes and attitudes presented to the learners
in order to change their behaviours to become fanat members of their society. A well-planned
curriculum must reflect the culture of the peopde Which it is planned for it to be a functional
curriculum. Every curriculum is based and covers tultural universal, cultural specialties and
cultural alternatives. These are reflected in tiesl curriculum.

These three aspects of culture are taken cognizahda curriculum development and
implementation to ensure that the curriculum iscfiomal. A functional curriculum reflects the
culture of the people. The essence of educatidn oduce the total man; someone who can use
what he/she has learnt in school to solve probletudture is maintained and modified through
education and so must be integrated in curriculerretbpment.

Recommendation

Due to the vital roles of culture and curriculunvelepment to national development, the following

recommendation are made:

1. The curriculum developers should endeavour to mategemerging cultures in the curriculum
as the society is dynamic and there are new cuthatshould be included in the curriculum
to make the learners functional members of theespci
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