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Abstract  

Nigeria is a sovereign state comprising of a conglomeration of about 350 diverse ethnic 
entities. Ever since independence in October 1960 till date, the Nigerian state has been 
grappling with the task of integrating these diverse entities into an indivisible corporate and 
united entity but to no avail. This study therefore, was prompted by the need to analyse the 
role of functional citizenship education in the task of engendering Nigeria’s national 
integration and unity. The study adopted the causal research design which enabled the 
researcher to investigate the relationship between the independent variable-functional 
citizenship education and the dependent variable-Nigeria’s national integration. Three 
research questions were formulated to guide the study. Stratified random sampling technique 
was adopted in which a sample of three hundred (300) students selected from the School of 
Arts and Social Sciences, Akwa Ibom State College of Education, Afaha Nsit constituted the 
unit of analysis of the study. The simple percentage method was employed for the analysis of  
data that was generated for the study. The conclusion drawn in the study was that the 
curriculum contents of functional citizenship education is sufficiently germane to engender 
Nigeria’s national integration and unity. Based on the conclusion drawn in the study, the 
recommendation made amongst others was that concerted efforts should be geared towards the 
effective teaching and learning of functional citizenship education at all levels of the Nigerian 
educational system. 
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 The geo-political entity now known as Nigeria came into existence through British imperial 
fiat. Indeed, Nigeria before the imposition of British colonial rule was a conglomeration of various 
ethnic nationalities with diverse socio-cultural and political backgrounds (Awofeso, 2004:16). 
Thompson and Umoh (2011:13) elaborating further on the various ethnic nationalities of Nigeria 
assert that Nigeria consisted of independent empires, emirates, kingdoms, chiefdoms and tribes with 
little or no interaction between them. Indeed, the feeling of a common identity and background was 
totally absent. This scenario prompted Awofeso and Ogunbodede (2000:41) to observe that: 
… what eventually became Nigeria today was a conglomeration of over 350 ethnic nationalities, each 
of them had its unique way of administering its government ever before the British explorers and 
missionaries and colonial administrators set their feet on the shores of Nigeria. 
 However, by October 1960 when Nigeria became an independent state and subsequently in 
October 1963, a sovereign political entity in the comity of nations, there was the need to bring 
together all these diverse entities. This task broadly translates to national integration. National 
integration refers to the sum total of efforts – political, economic, social, cultural and otherwise, 
which political leaders in a given heterogeneous or plural society make to integrate/unite its citizens 
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with a common identity and a sense of purpose (Obi and Obikeze, 2004:208). To Eboh and Ukpong 
(1993:118), national integration is viewed as the concerted effort by the political leaders to integrate 
diverse people in order to form an economically strong and political stable society in which unity, 
peace and progress reign. Indeed, it is a process whereby people transfer their commitment and 
loyalty from smaller tribes, villages or petty principalities to the larger central political systems 
(Almond and Powell cited in Obi and Obikeze, 2004:207). National integration involves creating out 
of multi-nations (i.e. multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and multi-cultural groups) a single nation that 
corresponds with the state, the nation state. Obasi cited in Obi and Obikeze (2004:207) asserts that the 
central idea in national integration is the desire and effort to achieve unity among the multi-ethnic 
groups that make up a state. It is therefore, a means of promoting the corporate existence and unity of 
a heterogeneous and pluralistic polity. Unfortunately, Nigeria since independence till date has not 
been able to accomplish the task of national integration of its diverse citizens. 
 This paper therefore, was prompted by the need to analyze the role of functional citizenship 
education in engendering Nigeria’s national integration among Nigerian youths.      
 
The Imperative of Functional Citizenship Education in Engendering Nigeria’s National 
Integration 
 Right from the inception of society, citizenship education has been a part and parcel of its 
daily existence. Indeed, the imperative of citizenship education has assumed prominence in modern 
states especially in heterogeneous or pluralistic societies which are thriving to integrate their diverse 
citizens together to entrench a common identity and a sense of purpose. However, citizenship 
education, when viewed from its socio-political milieu conveys a mass of confused images to a 
number of people. To this end, Mezieobi (1992:10) conceptualizes citizenship education as: 
The educative means in a sovereign state whereby the citizens become socially integrated into the 
social milieu, acquire social skills and competences, become socially sensitive and actively participate 
in their social responsibilities for maximum productivity and development. 
 
The ultimate aim of citizenship education according to Thompson and Umoh (2011:2) is to develop 
responsible citizens who will be functional and voluntarily utilize the available human and natural 
resources to meet the practical needs of the society. Indeed, the philosophy that informed the 
introduction of citizenship education in the Nigerian educational system revolves around:  
i. Creating the awareness of and sensitization of Nigerians to the rules and regulations 
governing all Nigerians as contained in the Nigerian constitution; and: 
ii.  Creating the awareness of the rights and obligations of citizens to government and society and 
the reciprocal government responsibilities (Cited in Thompson and Umoh, 2011:3). 
In the realization of the philosophy of introducing citizenship education in the Nigerian educational 
system, the National Curriculum outlines the objectives of citizenship education to include: 
i. Creating awareness of the Nigerian constitution and enhancing democracy; 
ii.  Translating the right values and attitudes necessary for the development of the individual and 
the Nigerian society; 
iii.  Making Nigerians to be aware of their rights and duties to recognize and respect the right and 
duties of others. 
iv. Assisting in the production of responsible well-informed and self-reliant citizens, and finally, 
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v. Creating adequate and functional political literacy among Nigerians (Cited in Thompson and 
Umoh, 2011:3). 
As a matter of fact, citizenship education can help modify the primordial inclination of the citizens in 
a heterogeneous/plural society since the citizens will acquire more broad and open national beliefs, 
values, orientations and attitude. Indeed, citizenship education would help to transfer the thoughts, 
loyalties and attachments of the citizens from their local ethnic groups to the nation-state. Functional 
citizenship education therefore, is a means in instilling in the citizens the desired values of being 
patriotic, loyal and responsive to their duties and obligations to the Nigerian state (Uduma, Alum and 
Nwakwuribe, 2016). 
 
Statement of the Problem  
 Long before Nigeria acquired political independence from British colonial rule in 1960, the 
challenge of Nigeria’s national integration was succinctly expressed by two prominent Nigeria’s 
founding fathers - Chief Obafemi Awolowo and Alhaji Tafewa Balewa of blessed memory. Awolowo 
(1947) cited in Obi and Obikeze (2004:vii) submits that: 

Nigeria is not a nation; it is a mere geographical expression. There are no “Nigerians” in the 
same sense as there are “English” or “Welsh” or “French”, the word Nigeria is merely a distinctive 
appellation to distinguish those who live within the boundaries of Nigeria from those who do not. 
 In a similar tone, Balewa (1947) cited in Obi and Obikeze (2004:vii) observes that: 
Since the amalgamation of Southern and Northern provinces in 1914, Nigeria has existed as one 
country only on paper…. It is still far from being united. Nigerian unity is only a British intention for 
the country. 
 
 Nigeria as a sovereign state comprises of a conglomeration of about 350 diverse ethnic 
entities (Thompson and Umoh, 2011:144). The need to bring together these diverse entities together 
to make up an indivisible corporate and united entity has always engaged the attention of government 
ever since independence till date. Indeed, over the years in furtherance to the attainment of Nigeria’s 
national integration, various regimes in Nigeria have implemented various programmes to engender 
Nigeria’s national integration and unity. These include the National Youth Service Corps Scheme 
(NYSC), State/Local government creation exercises, the establishment of Unity Schools and the 
federal character principle among others. Yet, Nigeria’s national integration has proved elusive 
because every Nigerian still sees himself first and foremost as a member of an ethnic group before 
seeing himself as a Nigerian. 
 
Purpose of the Study 
 The main purpose of this study was to examine the role of functional citizenship education in 
engendering Nigeria’s national integration among Nigerian youths.  
The specific objectives amongst others include: 
i. To justify the relevance of functional citizenship education in the Nigerian educational system 
in the task of Nigeria’s national integration; 
ii.  To assess the role of functional citizenship education in inculcating good citizenship among 
Nigerian youths; and finally,  
iii.  To assess the role of functional citizenship education in engendering positive attitudes among 
Nigerian youths towards Nigeria’s vision of national integration.      
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Research Questions  
 Three research questions were formulated to guide the study. They are: 
i. What is the relevance of functional citizenship education in the Nigerian educational system 
in engendering Nigeria’s national integration? 
ii.  To what extend does functional citizenship education inculcates good citizens among 
Nigerian youths?, and finally, 
iii.  In what ways could functional citizenship education foster positive attitudes among Nigerian 
youths in the realization of Nigeria’s vision of national integration? 
 
Methodology 
Research Design  
 The causal research design was adopted for this study. This enabled the researcher to 
investigate the relationship between the independent variable-functional citizenship education and the 
dependent variable-Nigeria’s national integration.  
 
Population   
 The population of this study comprises of all the students studying for the Nigeria Certificate 
of Education (NCE) in the School of Arts and Social Sciences, Akwa Ibom State College of 
Education, Afaha Nsit. The School has three (3) departments, namely- Department of Economics, 
Department of Political Science and Department of Social Studies. The School has approximately a 
total population of two thousand, two hundred and fifty-six (2,256) students (Admission Office, Akwa 
Ibom State College of Education, Afaha Nsit, 2018). 
 
Sample and Sampling Techniques   
 Stratified random sampling was adopted as the sampling technique. The sample was made up 
of three hundred (300) students drawn from the School of Arts and Social Sciences, Akwa Ibom State 
College of Education, Afaha Nsit as follows: Department of Political Science (120), Department of 
Social Studies (100) and Department of Economics (80). 
 
Research Instrument  
 The main research instrument for the study was a constructive structured questionnaire 
tagged: “The Role of Functional Citizenship Education in Engendering Nigeria’s National 
Integration”. The questionnaire consisted of structured questions on a modified four point likert type 
of rating scale ranging from one to four as follows: Strongly Agreed (SA) = 4 points, Agreed (A) = 3 
points, Disagreed (D) = 2 points and Strongly Disagreed (SD) = 1 point respectively. 
 
Method of Data Analysis  
 The analysis of the data was viewed from the degree of agreement and disagreement to the 
research questions viz: (SA) Strongly Agree; (A) Agree; (D) Disagreed; (SD) Strongly Disagree. In 
analyzing the research questions for this study, an average percentage of the number of respondents in 
respect to each question was adopted to highlight the trend of the study. Hence, a total of the 
percentage of the number of responses for each question was summed up and divided by the number 
of the respondents to get the actual percentage of each research questions. 
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Data Analysis and Presentation of Result of Findings 
 The analysis of data and presentation of result of findings are presented on the following 
tables: 
 
Research Question 1: What is the relevance of functional citizenship education in the Nigeria 
educational system in engendering Nigeria’s national integration? 
A Items SA % A % D % SD % 
i Citizenship education inculcates in the 

Nigerian youths the awareness of the 
provisions of the Nigerian constitution 
and the need to obey them. 

 
 

125 

 
 

42 

 
 

115 

 
 

38 

 
 

47 

 
 

16 

 
 

13 

 
 

04 

ii Citizenship education engenders 
adequate and functional political norms 
and values among Nigerian youths. 

 
 

130 

 
 

43 

 
 

99 

 
 

33 

 
 

49 

 
 

16 

 
 

22 

 
 

07 
iii Citizenship education sensitize the 

Nigerian youths to the functions and 
obligations of the three tiers of 
government in Nigerian viz: federal, 
state and local governments. 

 
 

139 

 
 

46 

 
 

101 

 
 

34 

 
 

42 

 
 

14 

 
 

18 

 
 

06 

iv Citizenship education enables the 
Nigerian youths to be fully aware of 
their rights and duties and respect the 
rights of others. 

 
 

130 

 
 

43 

 
 

116 

 
 

39 

 
 

34 

 
 

11 

 
 

20 

 
 

07 

Interpretation of Result – A 
  

From Table A above, it has been seen that from the four (4) questions posed to justify the 
essence of introducing functional citizenship education in the Nigerian educational system in 
engendering Nigeria’s national integration, the following results were obtained. Item A - (i) SA (42%)  
+ A (38%) = 80% supports the fact that citizenship education inculcates in the Nigerian youths the 
awareness of the provisions of the Nigerian constitution and the need to obey them. Item A (ii) – SA 
(43%) + A (33%) = 76% means that citizenship education engenders adequate and functional political 
norms and values among Nigerian youths. Item (iii) – SA (46%)  + A (34%) = 80% translated to the 
fact that citizenship education sensitize the Nigerian youths to the functions and obligations of the 
three tiers of government in Nigeria- federal, state and local government councils. And finally, item 
(iv) – SA (43%) + S (39%) = 82% supports the notion that citizenship education enable the Nigerian 
youths to be fully aware of their rights and duties and also respect the rights of others.  
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Research Question II: To what extend does functional citizenship education inculcates good 
citizenship among Nigerian youths? 
B Items SA % A % D % SD % 
i Citizenship education inculcates the right 

values and attitudes for the development 
of the individual and the Nigerian 
society  

 
 
 

160 

 
 
 

53 

 
 
 

108 

 
 
 

36 

 
 
 

30 

 
 
 

10 

 
 
 

12 

 
 
 

04 
ii Citizenship education aids the Nigerian 

youths to the responsible, well-informed 
and self-reliant members of the society  

 
 

142 

 
 

47 

 
 

120 

 
 

40 

 
 

30 

 
 

10 

 
 

08 

 
 

03 
iii Citizenship education inculcates among 

Nigerian youths the spirit of political 
participation and democratic values  

 
 

122 

 
 

41 

 
 

115 

 
 

38 

 
 

33 

 
 

11 

 
 

30 

 
 

10 
iv Citizenship education inculcates in the 

Nigerian youths the need to be patriotic 
to the Nigerian state and also exercise 
their civic responsibilities-payment of 
taxes, obedience to the laws, etc. 

 
 

140 

 
 

47 

 
 

120 

 
 

40 

 
 

36 

 
 

12 

 
 

04 

 
 

01 

Interpretation of Result – B 
 
 The result from the above Table highlights the various means in which functional citizenship 
education could engender good citizenship among Nigerian youths. Item B(i) – 89% positive response 
i.e. SA (53%) + A (36%) confirms the notion that citizenship education inculcates the right values and 
attitudes for the development of the individual and make him fit for the Nigerian society. Item B (ii) – 
87% of the respondents SA – (47%) + A (40%) supports the notion that citizenship education aids the 
Nigerian youths to be responsible, well-informed and self-reliant members of the Nigerian society. 
Item B (iii), which deals with political participation and the development of desirable democratic 
values revealed a positive response of 79%, i.e. SA (41%) + A (38%). Finally, item B(iv) which deals 
on the role of citizenship education in inculcating on the Nigerian youths the need to be patriotic to 
the Nigerian State and also exercise their civic responsibilities, i.e. payment of taxes, obedience to the 
laws, etc, had a positive response of 87%, i.e. SA (47%) + S (40%). 
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Research Question III: In what ways could functional citizenship education foster positive attitudes 
among Nigerian youths in the realization of Nigeria’s vision of national integration? 
C Items SA % A % D % SD % 
i Functional citizenship education would 

help the Nigerian youths to transfer their 
thoughts, loyalty and attachments from 
their ethnic groups to the Nigerian state. 

 
 

130 

 
 

43 

 
 

116 

 
 

39 

 
 

34 

 
 

11 

 
 

20 

 
 

07 

ii Citizenship education would enable the 
Nigerian youths to develop the spirit of 
religious tolerance in conformity with 
the secular nature of the Nigerian state. 

 
 
 

142 

 
 
 

47 

 
 
 

120 

 
 
 

40 

 
 
 

30 

 
 
 

10 

 
 
 

08 

 
 
 

03 
iii Citizenship education would encourage 

the Nigerian youths to eschew all forms 
of social, gender, ethnic, etc. 
discriminations that is currently existing 
in the Nigerian society   

 
 
 

139 

 
 
 

46 

 
 
 

101 

 
 
 

34 

 
 
 

42 

 
 
 

14 

 
 
 

18 

 
 
 

06 

iv Citizenship education would foster 
among Nigerian youths national identity, 
national unity and the love for the 
Nigerian state. 

 
 

125 

 
 

42 

 
 

115 

 
 

38 

 
 

47 

 
 

16 

 
 

13 

 
 

04 

 
Interpretation of Result – C 
 Table C above analyses the responses of the respondents with regards to the role of functional 
citizenship education in fostering positive attitudes among Nigerian youths in the realization of 
Nigeria’s vision of national integration. Item C(i) – the affirmative response of 82%, i.e. SA (43%) + 
A (39%) confirms that functional citizenship education would help the Nigerian youths to transfer 
their thoughts, loyalties and attachment from their ethnic groups to the Nigerian state. item C(ii) 87% 
of respondents SA (47%) + A (40%) confirm the notion that functional citizenship education would 
enable the Nigerian youths to develop the spirit of religious tolerance in conformity with the secular 
nature of the Nigerian state. Item C(iii) 80% of the respondents i.e. SA (46%) + S (34%) strongly 
support the contention that functional citizenship education would encourage the Nigerian youths to 
eschew all forms of social, gender, ethnic, etc., discrimination that is currently existing in the Nigerian 
society. And finally, item C(iv) 80% of the respondents, i.e., SA (42%) + A (38%) strongly support 
the notion that functional citizenship education would foster among Nigerian youths the much desire 
national identity, national unity and the love for the Nigerian state. 
 
Discussion of Findings  
 The findings of this study revealed convincingly that functional citizenship education would 
engender Nigeria’s national integration. Indeed, functional citizenship education would play a vital 
role in the realization of good citizenship among Nigerian youths because it would inculcate in the 
individual the attributes of good citizenship, such as loyalty, patriotism, obedience to law, etc. This 
finding agrees with Meziobi (1992) and Thompson and Umoh (2011) in their postulations that 
citizens loyalty and patriotism are very important ingredients in engendering in the Nigerian citizens 
the spirit of nationalism and democratic values. Furthermore, functional citizenship education would 
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enable the Nigerian youths in knowing their rights and the rights of others, duties, obligations and 
privileges and to live responsibly in the Nigerian state as patriots. Patriots according to Uduma, Alum 
and Nwakwuribe (2016) requires the citizens to express their love for the country by exhibiting 
loyalty and contributing their best to the attainment of their country’s national integration. 
 
Conclusion  
 Based on the findings of the study, the conclusion drawn is that functional citizenship 
education of Nigerian youths would engender the much desired national integration and corporate 
unity of the Nigerian state. 
 
Recommendations  
 From the conclusion drawn in this study, it is highly recommended that functional citizenship 
education of Nigerian youths that is geared towards the task of engendering Nigeria’s national 
integration and unity should be intensified by making the learning of functional citizenship education 
compulsory at all levels of the Nigerian educational system. To facilitate this, qualified and dedicated 
teachers versed in the teaching of the discipline of citizenship education should be employed and 
assigned to teach the discipline at all levels of the Nigerian educational system. More importantly, 
relevant and adequate instructional materials/teaching aids should be make available to facilitate the 
effective teaching and learning of citizenship education. 
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