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Abstract
This paper examines the role of innovation, culture and inglulgiarning as it relates to
national integration. The paper adopted a conceptual approacheviswing relevant
literatures on the subject matter. Based on the literanendswed, it was discovered that
much is still needed to be done to meet up with contempatellenges facing the effective
practice of inclusive education. The paper concludes itftdtisive education is still very
essential in a changing world hence persons with disalsiiould be mobilized to get re-
integrated into the regular school setting so as to acdugregcessary education and be useful
to themselves and the society as we work towards natioegration.

Keywords: Inclusive Education, People with Disability, $fz Needs Education, Innovation
Integration.

Education is a very important means of preservpngiecting and building up our national
unity as a country and people. In achieving this, culture, innovation and inclusion of all menser
and citizens of the country are imperative. Alleothe world, inclusive learning as an effective
approach for the education of persons with dig#slis gaining momentum. Inclusion comes in the
form of right to education, the right to employmepportunities in their social order and the right
hold administrative and political positions. Ingie learning is defined by Ashi (2010) as a phrtia
location and functional inclusion with all speczaid facilities in a regular educational schoolisgtt
According to Obi, Mensah and Avoke, (2007), inalusis a radical departure from the traditional
segregation approach of educating children witkaldigies which involves the adaptation of regular
school practices to suit the needs of children wligabilities. Put differently, it is an education
system whereby the disabled and non-disabled ehmildearn together in one classroom with
modifications in physical structures, equipment amethods to suit the conditions of diverse special
needs learners. Functional inclusive learningnis of the objectives of special education in Nigeri
today with the aim to concretize the meaning ofaéqyportunities in education for all children, ithe
disabilities not withstanding (National Policy odlation, 2012).

Inclusive learning has generated a lot of debatengirscholars and researchers in recent
times. A number of recent publications and pafedeme, & Olisaemeka, 2016; Omede & Danladi,
2016; Obi & Ashi, 2016) revealed the degree ofrdgib® and intellectual discourse that has and is
being dissipated in the discussion of inclusiverigey for persons with disability in the societin
Nigeria, inclusive education is generating thougird attention as a new and better approach in the
provision of services for learners with special dee On the international scene, organizations
particularly UNESCO, now see inclusive learning as effective approach in the education of
learners with special education needs. It is in thgard that the Salamanca Declaration of 1994,
provided the needed international and theoretitatfggm for inclusive education. In the report, it
was emphasized that the task of the future iseotity ways in which the school, as part of theialoc
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environment can create better learning opportunite all children. In the report, inclusive legg
was described as the most effective means of camgbdiscriminatory attitude and building an
inclusive society. The Salamanca Statement restatacation as an entitlement for all rather than a
privileged for some.

As a result of this inclusive education lunch bg HHNESCO, some developing countries
have risen up to the challenge and adopted thesivel learning practices in their educational pesic
and programmes. However, Nigeria has not fullycbdaup to the implementation of the inclusive
learning as enshrined in the Salamanca 1994 déolara This is an indication that Nigeria is
seriously lagging behind on issues relating tousisle education.

Innovation and Culture

Innovation implies new ideas, methods and devicéisis the bringing into being new
solutions and approaches towards meeting a patiogled or want. It is using more effective ways,
productive means and result oriented introducethbygovernment, designer, or inventor. Innovation
is a systematic introduction of new ideas, produmtsvalues into an existing one. It involves
generating new and concrete methods of solvingicefroblems in a given situation. Innovation
refers to implementation of a new design, procels, or learning environment that increases an
individual student or group of students’ abilitylearn, as evidenced by their ability to make megni
and transfer. Innovation involves deliberate aggtion of information, imagination and initiative i
deriving greater or different values from resources

In education, innovation often results when ideas applied to satisfy the needs and
expectation of the students. Innovation helpstereaaw methods for collaboration, interdisciplinary
learning, flexible time, and flexible learning eronment.

Culture refers to the cumulative deposit of knowlkedexperience, beliefs, values, attitudes,
meanings, hierarchies, religion, notions of timaes, spatial relations, concept of the universg an
material object and possessions acquired by a gubyeople in the course of generations through
individual and group striving. In addition, cukudonate historically transmitted pattern of megsin
embodied in symbols, a system of inherited conoaptiexpressed in symbolic forms by means of
which men communicate, perpetuate and develop ktheivledge and attitude towards life.

Culture is defined as the total way of life of pksopr society which is expressed through their
religious beliefs, modes of worship, and modesreksing and political organizations Sideso (2014).
Culture can also be defined as the sum total ofghened behaviour traits and beliefs charactessti
of the members of a particular society. It is & cleideas, beliefs and ways of behaving by a
particular group of people or society. The thirigat make up the culture of a people include
language, religion, dressing, arts and crafts,neldyy, tradition, custom, food and feeding habits.
Basic concepts in culture are:

1. Acculturation. This is the process in which members of one calligroup adopt the beliefs
and behaviours of another group. It is the preaadsadopting the cultural traits or social

patterns of another.

2. Enculturation. This is the process by which an individual leaims traditional content of a

culture and assimilates its practices and values.
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3. Cultural influence. This implies historical, geographical and famili@ctors that affect
cultural assessment and intervention.

4, Cultural consciousness. It implies the awareness of one’s culture, whti#t Being able to
understand other people’s culture.

5. Cultural universals. This implies a common practice or belief foundewery culture
(Sideso 2014).

Concept of Inclusive Learning

Inclusive education implies responding to diverseeds of all learners by increasing
participation in learning and reducing exclusiorthivi the education system. This means that all
children have equal right to quality education thaters for their individual needs and national
development. According to Obi and Ashi (2016),lustve education entails a situation where all
students are welcome by schools in their neighbmithorespective of their physical status or
disability. Inclusive education makes it possitilat persons with disability and non-disabled have
regular classes and are supported to learn togetbetribute and participate in all aspects of iife
the school. Christopher and Elizabeth (2012) stht# inclusive education is internationally
recognized as a philosophy for attaining equitgtipgg and equality in education for all children,
especially those who have been excluded from eunctdr the reason of disabilities. In this regard
inclusive education is globally applauded as amoopand best practice in education of children and
adult with special needs, and that special edusaparents and other stakeholders have not relented
efforts in debating on the benefits and challergfabis education standard. Ajunwo (2008) stresses
further that the debates on inclusive educatiorel@een shaped largely by the principle of inclusion
which explains that ordinary schools should caterdll children and young people, regardless of
their circumstances or personal characteristice.th@ global stage, the Salamanca 1994 declaration
on inclusive education urged national governmemgrovide a more inclusive education system that
is buttressed by an ideological position basedemognition that all pupils should have fundamental
right and equal opportunity to experience educatiommainstream schools. Chika (2011) clarify
further that inclusion refers to the full-time pégwcent of children with mild, moderate and severe
disabilities in regular classrooms setting to reedessons with other children without disabilities
Advocates of inclusion posit that children with siaé needs should be placed in the regular school
classroom which they would have otherwise attenfidtby had not suffered any form of disability.
Put differently, each child belongs to the regutéessroom and therefore, there should be no
condition imposed, to exclude him/ her from thatisnment.

Christopher and Elizabeth (2012) maintain thatusisle learning system is a step further in
mainstreaming, as it presents a means by whichhaotattempts to respond to all pupils as
individuals, by reconsidering and structuring itsricular organisation and provision, and alloagtin
resources to enhance equality of opportunity. Wihothis process, the school builds its capacity to
accept all pupils from the local community who wishattend, and in doing so, reduces the need to
exclude pupils.

It is therefore evident from the foregoing that thigh point of inclusive education lies in its
emphasis on reorganization of the entire schoognarmmes and practices. In view of this, the
content, the process and the environment of thastraam programme are reorganized so as to be
able to accommodate a much wider range of ab#ish{, 2010).
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Inclusion of all pupils in the mainstream schoglpart of an international agenda which calls
for the full inclusion of all pupils with disabiigs, into all aspects of life. The inclusive leaqi
framework is hinged on a number of assumptions. ddrgre for Studies on Inclusive Education
enumerated the assumptions to include:

. The original place of the child with special dsés in the regular classroom. Therefore, no
condition should be allowed to remove him/her fribvat environment.

. All children have the right to learn and plagéther. Inclusion is thus a fundamental human
right. For instance, the Nigerian constitution makeprovision for suitable education for all chédr

. Denying children opportunity to learn under geme roof with other children is devaluing
and discriminatory.

. Exclusion is inhuman and indefensible (Burde8&0

Burden (2006) argues that the aim of inclusive atlan is not to erase differences in
children but to enable all children to belong te tame educational community at the same time
eliminating social exclusion arising from attitud®sd responses to diversity in race, culture, $ocia
class, ethnicity, religion, gender and ability.Irsion in special education means that schoolssek
and activities are scheduled for students withlidiisi@s so that opportunities for their participat
are maximized. UNESCO (2009), perceives it asoagss of transforming schools and other centers
of learning to accommodate all learners includingsband girls, learners from ethnic and linguistic
minorities, rural populations, those infected affieced by HIV and AIDS, those with disabilities
and difficulties in learning and as well provideeing opportunities for all. Accommodating such
learners will in some ways help in developing ssifeem needed to overcome obstacle that the
disability would have posed to them.

Effective Practice of Inclusive Learning in Nigeria

The Nigerian education system supports the inobulgarning programme as enshrined in the
National Policy on Education (2012). It also ainsdgromoting national integration and preserving
our cultural heritage. Successive administratibage also attempted to fine-tune the policy on
education in a bid to accommodate the changingdsren providing education as a means of
promoting national integration without excludingetless privileged and the special needs children in
the society. In spite of the concerted efforts hasveit can be observed that much needs to be one
meet up with contemporary challenges facing theatiffe practice of inclusive learning in Nigeria. |
order to achieve an optimum inclusive learning omte, a number of rationales for effective
implementation of inclusive education practices dolflow up services is considered under the
following strategies:

A methodical and conscious effort has to be madeaio teachers to have attitude change
towards admission of special needs children inguilegr education schools. This approach is based on
the views of people who believe that blindnessfriess and physical disability is contagious. This
idea further explains why some people would nottvtarassociate with those who have deformities
so that they will not give birth to children whaeateformed (Ashi, 2010).

There has to be a political will of government latevels backed by enacted law for the right
of persons with disabilities and the implementatiost of special education services. This should be
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backed up with updated legislation that suppores éducation of persons with disabilities in the
society.

There should be public enlightenment and senditizain the need for families with children
who are disabled to brace up to the challengesetiing those with disabilities to attend regular
schools instead of dumping them on the street goainel constitute nuisance to the society.

Public and private schools, urban or rural, havienioibe the culture of admitting all classes
of pupils in their fold irrespective of their dishity status. Modalities have to be put in placesttsure
that no child with disabilities is discriminatedaagst.

Those with severe handicapping conditions shouldever still be placed in segregated
special education centres. For example, childrégh severe developmental disabilities/severe to
profound intellectual disabilities could be pladadcentres or hospital bound schools. This approach
is based on the premise that not all children gjilecial needs can be educated through inclusive
education.

Special education teachers should be posted te ssrgupportive teachers in all the inclusive
education schools. The relevant school author#tiesild provide basic equipment and materials for
each of the categories of disabilities in each sthbhis is one area that is experiencing seemingly
insurmountable challenge as the regular schools tlae basic infrastructures to cater for the non-
disabled children not to talk of the persons withadilities that require specialized seating and
learning aids. There is urgent need to dismantlstrmocessibility barriers in regular schools ant pu
ramps along stair cases and designated areasrfocavheelchairs in public places. All inclusive
education model schools and even higher institatiosnthe country must be hazard free for all
categories of students with disabilities (Ashi, @D1

Significance of Inclusive Education

There are many stakeholders to the effective maadf inclusive education programme.
These stakeholders include government institutisnbpol authorities, parents, children and adults
with disabilities and the society at large. Th#of@ing among others are the benefits of inclusive
education to persons with special needs:
. Parents and families with persons with disabilitid® have visions of a normal life for their
children can come true. It is the joy of pareotsee their children to be accepted by their peer
have friends and live normal lives in the socieltyclusive learning environment can make this visio
a reality for many children with disabilities.
. All children learn by being together because thikopbphy of inclusive education is aimed at
helping all children learn, everyone in the clasgadfits. Children learn at their own pace andestyl
within a monitoring learning environment.
. Children develop a positive understanding of thelwes and others. When children attend
classes that reflect the similarities and diffeemnof people in the real world, they learn to apjate
diversity. Respect and understanding glow whetddn of different abilities and cultures play and
learn together.
. Children learn important academic skills. In irglie classrooms, children with and those
without disabilities are expected to learn to readte, and do math. With higher expectations and
good instruction children with disabilities learmademic skills which can increase innovation,
cultural growth and national integration.
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. Friendships develop. Schools are important pléceshildren to develop friendships and
learn social skills, children with and without didies learn with and from each other in inclusiv
classes.

. Discrimination breeds discord. The society will better off with an environment where
everyone is accepted and encouraged to live ana \eth others.
. Getting persons with disabilities educated alsq@res them to be self- reliant instead of

becoming liability to the society. Acquiring reguleducation can get them employed and lead
regular lives as against becoming beggars on thetst

Conclusion

Inclusive education which involves getting peoplighwdisability into regular classroom to
learn with persons without disability has becomeamcept that is being promoted across the
developed and developing world. Regrettably, imespf policy and legal backing it has received in
Nigeria, its implementation is always elusive. demtly in Nigeria, inclusive education still remsin
at the realm of theory and far from being practicdtlis also noted that adoption of the inclusive
school system would be in the best interest ofestakders since it will be a level playing field fail.
It is also discovered that a number of challeng#lsmague the implementation of the inclusive
learning practice especially in terms of basic poquent and materials for each of the categories of
exceptional children in each school. It is to thisl that promoting innovation in education is yery
very essential because innovation will help to imty@roduce equipments for learning, redesign the
school structures and infrastructures to accomneoelatrybody.

Recommendation
Innovation, culture and inclusive education areitabte driving forces towards national
integration and global unity taking into cognizanmer cultural diversity, individual differences,
insight and knowledge. The following are therefreommended in order to realize the dream and
strengthen the bond of national unity:
1. The government should rise up to implementing the lprint provided by UNESCO on
scientific and cultural development globally.

2. Pragmatic approach should be adopted to executeitdizeé various research and discovery
at our different levels of education.

3. Funds budgeted for innovative research shouldleased and expended promptly.

4. Schools should promote the culture of the land taiglis by allowing students to have and

celebrate their cultural day whereby they can ske@ecultural gift, talent and things valued
in their communities instead of promoting foreigritare.
5. Teachers must be retrained to gain new innovatidecaltural knowledge.

Therefore, inclusive education is still very esg#rib a changing world hence, stakeholders
must brace up to get everybody integrated intaelyelar school setting so as to acquire the nepgessa
education and be useful to themselves as well gmeimterest of national development.
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