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Abstract

Political parties are the major hob of democracy. Thoemre be no meaningful democracy
without a goal functioning political party system. The madgorous and healthy they are, the
better the health of democratic process. To this efatant, purpose-driven and well-
structured party system is highly essential to bottgtbath and consolidation of democratic
ideas and culture in all political systems. Unfortunatedsher than acting as a catalysts to the
growth and consolidation of democracy, the Nigerian politieatigs have constituted more
problems to the consolidation of democracy. It is agahistitackdrop that this paper argues
that the manner the political parties are formed thesg ¢y be said to be responsible for the
various problems that are plaguing the country. This is tdutheir nonchalant attitudes
towards sensitive and important national issues. Ther pdugeefore recommends among
others a deliberate and conscious efforts which must betfintd mental and attitudinal re-
orientation of Nigerians via civic or voter education.
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Every society selects individuals to be leaderg@fernment and gives these leaders the
power to settle conflict and to distribute rewandthin the society. Every human society is facethwi
the problems of deciding how to select its rulerd transfer ruling power form one group to another.
A society’s method of choosing governmental leadies crucial implications. The extent to which a
society enjoys political stability, peace and jcstis related to its methods adopted in leadership
selection and successions. A democratic sociegyofegular opportunities to vote new individuals t
ruling positions. This can only be done through ellverganized and formation of political parties.
Political parties are therefore, undoubtedly fundatal institutions of the democratic process of any
political system (Omotoso cited in Tolu Fapetu, 201

Political parties have been at the heart of Naersearch for an enduring democracy. In
modern democracies, political parties provide theegnment administrative machinery for managing
and steering the affairs of a country towards thieiranent it set national goals, objectives and
democratic development. They became prominent guhia period after the Second World War with
the increasing demand for self-government amongntal people in the world, but they were
patterned along the party system of the coloniavgyo In this case, along the British model (Isah,
2003). As an upshot, parties in advanced democstdites have particularly proven to be agents and
vehicles for real and authentic socio-political mp@ and transformation in the societies. Indeed,
being in control of the administrative machineryguaivernment, political parties are most actively
involved in making policies and decisions thatgloeernment pursues on behalf of the entire country.
Thus, parties are the initiators and executorhefiteas that make for the attainment of the desire
development in every democratic society. They amed&mental pillars, an essential component
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without which a constitutional democracy cannotction optimally. In fact, political parties are for
democratic system and development what the blodd ihe human body (Hassan and Solomon,
2016).

Nigeria’s experience with democracy since indepecds has been one of the great
contradiction. Evidence abounds that the countegstinuing failure to operate a truly democratic
political system is responsible for the lack of th#en expressed commitment of Nigeria to
democracy. Unfortunately, in Nigeria, where the enhdng motive of politics is not about service and
the common good but selfish interest, politicaltiparsince the return of civil rule in 1999, camdia
be distinguished on the basis of clearly articalaaed identifiable policy stance, ideology or core
value. Political parties are thus at best platfoforsthe pursuit of personal political ambition and
interest. This situation is not helped by the numbg political associations that often seek to
registered as political parties and the ease whichvpoliticians witch their membership from one
political party to the other. For example; as df March, 2017, the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) reported that 86 political asations had applied to be registered as political
parties to advance the course of democracy in Miggnce the return of civil rule in 1999. This
development has given rise to intra-party confliotl concilable differences and personality clashes
(Ojo, 2018). Thus, political parties have a bigertd play in promoting democratic consolidation,
effectiveness and functionality. They are the lbekween the government and t he people, and the
means by which the lives of the masses are mosnhatgly affected by making their concerns
reflective of government policy agenda. They are wehicles through which candidates assumes
offices, especially in the absence of independantiidates.

Regrettably, Nigerian political parties have beehaving characteristically contrary to these
facts. Their roles in discharging these highly imigot functions have been historically unimpressive
and highly abysmal. They apparently lack knowleddetheir expected roles in the country’'s
democracy. To this end, rather than serving as amesim for ameliorating the many challenges
confronting the country, Nigeria political partiean be said to be responsible for the various hgrni
issues that are plaguing the country owing to tmminchalant attitudes towards sensitive and
important national issues. To this end, the resitg of parties towards the consolidation
democracy in Nigeria remains an urgent nationakiragive.

Political Parties, Democracy and Democratic Consolidation: Conceptual |ssues

There is a convergence of opinion among scholassitabe inseparable nexus or connection
between political parties, democracy and democratisolidation. Political parties are indispensable
to the democratic system. The functionality of modéemocracy depends on a large extent, on the
viability of political parties. Indeed, democracy ppeople centered and modern conceptions of it is
hinged on representative government. Beyond tHiaitlen, lhonvbere, cited in Uhumwagho (2014)
holds that democracy is also about human espesiatlip-economic and cultural rights, due process,
accountability, fiscal discipline, transparency aihe careful but targeted deployment of scarce
resources to meeting the basic needs of the majifrthe people. Consequently, democracy is related
to the quality of leadership and the freedom ofdtigenry to freely make their choices and perhaps
most importantly, for their real choices to count.

Despite popular acceptance of democracy, as &bkriinstrument for effecting national
development and socio-economic transformation, figdas so far paid lip service to its
entrenchment. According to Ojo (2008), “it is conmimowledge that we have never really had real
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election hat confers legitimacy on political leasler government in Nigeria”. Politics is still wir
Nigeria, former President Olusegun Obasanjo desdrifas do or die affairs (This day, 2009) cited i
Ojo (2008). Political parties, the pedestal uporicwimodern democracies are built, have failed in
Nigeria to ensure that only competent candidatessapnsored to vie for political offices. Odion
(2007), maintains that godfatherism in politicenegns single most important factor that guarantees
selection to run for political positions. PolititeNigeria is costly, diabolical, unsteady, uncigrtand
announced results hardly reflect what took placeétmttion Day (Ihonvbere, 2010). Democracy is
unworkable except in terms of political parties aections. Thus, policy makers and democracy
promotion organizations often display a strong redive bias in favour of cohesive, organizationally
developed political parties. The foregoing obvigushderscores the indispensability and essentiality
of political parties in the democratic system. Huer democracy must be stable for it to be
consolidated. By implication, democracy must madess to the people for it to enjoy considerable
support required for its consolidation. And one tbke democratic structures that are being
consolidated are the political parties and eletiostitutions.

Consolidation, according to Diamond cited in llma{R?015), is a process of achieving broad
and deep legitimation such that all significantitozdl actors, at both elite and mass level belitnz
the democratic system is better for their sociegntany other realistic alternative they can imagin

Inherent in these arguments is that the operatfaemocracy is not only unlikable and/or
inconceivable same in term of political partiest ibgiconsolidation is also impossible without &lei
and institutionalized party system (Ogundiya, 20lhgeed, political parties play vital roles in
promoting democratic consolidation and stabilithey put into practice the opinion which has been
instrumental in molding and expressing the genestlwhich is the core value of democracy. It
becomes clear, therefore the political partiesirzdeed, an essential component of democracy. They
constitute the very pillars upon which democracgriscted. Thus, in an emerging democracy such as
Nigeria, the need for vibrant and pro-active pciitiparties is therefore urgent and necessaryhtor t
country’s democracy to be consolidated.

The Performance of Political Parties Since 1999

Since political party has been conceived as the mstitution of democratic stability and
consolidation, it is therefore expected that thei@s in Nigeria, particularly those that emergecsi
1999 to date should have contributed positivelyhi sustenance of our democracy. Unfortunately,
according to Omoruyi cited in Adebayo (2006), wivathave in Nigeria today since 1999, as political
parties are just political parties in name. Bugneg his view, he stated that they are difficulptace
in terms of origin, structure, organization anddiion. If we apply Astrokgorsk, Hodgiskin, Diverger
and Sklar to these organizations that called thiresgolitical parties in Nigeria, their compositits
fluid and unstable, they can be viewed as instrusehtransition from military to civilian rule and
for the future and with the prospect of more partiEhey raise more questions than answers to the
lingering political problems of Nigeria (OmoruyiQ@1). On the whole, the liberalization of the party
regime did not significantly change the nature ofitigal parties in Nigeria as parties are run by
godfathers and barons rather than members. Consquéhe political within the parties is
essentially one between patron and clients andclieats are mobilized along primary, ethnic or
regional bases. Thus, all the political partiesarmithe fourth republic exhibited virtually the same
characteristics. They all claimed to be democratitors, but there is little to suggest that they ar
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adding value to the country’s democracy. More sternal democracy which permits the excluding of
democracy to the outside world has a little placthe operations of the parties Jega (2013).

Political parties are the hob of the democracytbhatquestion is how far have they fared in
managing political violence in Nigeria? The expece in Nigeria since 1999 shows that political
parties are the incubation points of political einte. Thuggery, ethnic militia, assassinationsagte.
all offshoots of intra-party or inter-party differee. There is therefore, a lots of controversyeganmds
the role parties play in the politics of Nigeri&eurth Republic.

As a matter of fact, political parties in Nigehiave not lived up to their expectations as they
have disappointed Nigerian’s in our quest towam®sakratic consolidation.

Why Nigerian Political Parties Remain Weak in the Consolidation of Democracy

There are so many factors that account for the westkormance of and contribution of
Nigerian political parties to the consolidation thie country’s democracy. These factors can be
discussed as follows:

i Lack of Respect for Party Ideology: In Nigerian political parties, there is lack oépect for
party’s ideology. Undoubtedly, this is what is respible for the current trends of defection by some
politicians and the non-existence of clear-outtjmali ideologies of political parties in the countin
Nigeria today, defection is made easier and ramipathe absence of distinctive differences between
political parties on the basis of clear party ideghilosophy, ideological or policy programmes. On
the whole, the implication is that Nigeria’s demamy is at high risk as the political parties congn

to operate without ideological bases. No wondeerafbany years of the practice of democracy,
dominant political parties have not been able tange the fate of the country and its citizens, who
had nursed high hopes that democracy would turin theunes. What is rather being witnessed is
deterioration of every aspect of the national tfethe country as the parties in whose hands the
control of the government of the nation lie does lmeve any clear-cut direction in terms of policies
and programmes. The truth of the matter is th&tigeria, every one joins a party w here his interes
can be better served. No one thinks of the ideoloigthe party, let alone enhancing democratic
sustenance. Most of them do not care about dempeatal since they are into party politics because
of personal ambition. Parties in the fourth Repuhblie not based on social forces particularlyhat t
grassroots. Majority of the parties exist only @yes of official documents and these particulardre
portends a grave danger to Nigeria’'s growing deamcrlt is a negative political culture which must
be discouraged.

ii. Improper Conduct of Primary Electionson Nigeria

The Nigerian democratic experience has no doubn Hescinating to keen observer. A fair
submission is clearly that the political and soetmnomic environments before elections do not
present desired optimism necessary to drive freefain election in Nigeria. While many challenge
party formation, registration and finance at vasidevels including courts, such challenges takeé roo
at the level of primaries, because primaries agdittal selection process before the general elesti
Also, for some parties, it is obviously believeattiwhosoever emerges the candidates automatically
becomes the winner of the general elections. Goadhples are People Democratic Party (PDP) in
many states and federal level. All Progressive @esgy(APC) in Lagos State and PPA in Abia. The
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level of inimical scheming in PDP was very highparticular given ti feet as the largest political
party in Africa (Omobowale, 2008).

As already hinted above however, dangerous pdliti@nipulation was/is common to all Nigerian
political in their election of candidates in pririea, party primaries in Nigeria can therefore bd &a

be nothing but hand picking and selection of layatdidates that are to be rewarded for loyalty and
had work by the party leadership.

iii. The Phenomenon of Godfatherism: One phenomenon that has assumed worrying
proportion was rightly described in Omotola, (20@8)epidemic and becoming one of the greatest
threat to democratic consolidation in Nigeria, &lfatherism. Overbearing tendencies of godfathers
who want to control party machinery and imposerthegferred or anointed candidates for election or
appointive positions are at the root of intra-pastises that have troubled most political parties i
Nigeria. Positions attained through such impositimve the same implications as those attained
through rigid election. They drain democracy of igssential elements of exclusiveness,
competiveness, popular representation and poligicabuntability to the people. Other problems that
godfatherism breeds are fractionalization and itreexe cases, defection of aggrieved members to
other parties. Consequently, political parties Ibeeaveak and ineffective as their focus is shifted
away from critical issues of providing the peopli¢hvgood policies.

iv. Intra and Inter-Party Violence: This has become another hallmark of party politits
Nigeria. Under the current democratic experimenteri and intra party conflicts have assumed a
disturbing dimension. As a matter of fact, sinc®9,9several cases of political violence have been
occasioned by inter and intra party conflicts, lsg in the loss of hundreds of lives in differgrarts

of the country. The major cause of intra-party dionfs the sponsorship syndrome. Wealthy elites in
a party might wish to sponsor candidates for eectinto the respective offices. Once these
candidates are elected, their sponsors begin t@ makecessary demands, which are sometimes not
granted, thereby causing serious rifts within tleetyp The manner in which political parties are
funded is also one of the causes of conflict. Haveuntra-party conflict is caused by the
irresponsible utterances of some party memberggddsof intra-party, the philosophy of the
opponents party, it is the opponents personaligy Would come under serious attack. Their family
background and person are not also spared.

V. Absence of Internal Democracy: Lack of party internal democracy is one fundamenta
problem inhibiting the efficacy of Nigeria's potiil parties in promoting the growth of democracy in
Nigeria. in Nigeria’s party system, favourtism igttgoned above meritocracy due to the overbearing
influence of party leaders (Godfathers). The violatof this essential aspect of the democratic
practice does not only deny floor party membersritjat to consensually elect candidates of proven
integrity and competence to represent the partyods, it also runs contrary to country’s goal to
consolidate democracy.

Repositioning Political Partiestowards Democratic Consolidation in Nigeria

Political parties are saddled with the responsibitif recruiting competent individuals for
political leadership through periodic elections.also includes educating the electorate through
political rallies, dissemination of information aliayovernment policies and serving as a vehicle for
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the articulation and aggregation of the intere$tthe people. Thus, they serves as the pivot upon
which the entire political process revolves (Bablaveand Ashiru, 2006).

In other word, there can be no meaningful demgcreithout a good functioning political
party system. It is obvious, then that politicaktjge constitute the hob of democracy. The more
vigorous and healthy they are, the better assuhetidalth of the democratic process (Agbaje, 1998).
It is therefore difficult to imagine any democrawithout political parties as they are the connegtin
link between diverse groups of people and governm@artainly, a system which sidelines and
sacred rights of citizens expressed in their voten constituting the political leadership and
authority is undemocratic. Also fundamental to thetiveness and contradiction in Nigeria's
democratic practice is the unholy alliance, conmdeaand collaboration between the elite and the
masses in subverting the cherished norms and wvéldemocracy.

In this regard, the Nigeria experience reveals t¢benbined failure of leadership and
followership in entrenching committed leadershigl good governance. In fact, leadership must be
democratized. But how can this be achieved whert ofothe existing political parties lack internal
democracy? Thus, the human deficiency remain titaircrux of the problem. There must be
deliberate and conscious efforts which must begth the mental and attitudinal re-orientation of
Nigerians via civic or voter education. In all dlens, voter education is necessary to ensureathat
constituents men, women and youth alike understhei rights, the contests they are being called
upon to decide and how, when and where to vote.sliceess and democratic profile of an election
are marked by the following;

. Voter's understanding of their rights and respoilisés

. Sufficient knowledge and information on how to cealid votes and the acts of meaningful
participation in the voting process.

The traditional roles of political parties are st aggregation, political mobilization, political
education and electioneering with intent to contted machinery of government through lawful
means; anchored on the will of the people. To kay political parties in Nigeria have failed inghi
task is an understatement. Lack of ideological liepgelfish manipulation, godfatherism, lies,
sloganeering and propaganda have become the hillofigoolitical parties. These no doubt, are
inimical to the growth and consolidation of demagrén Nigeria. The working of any democratic
government is largely a product of the existence activities of political parties. Political parie
must promote democratic leadership and evolve imetip approach in their choice of candidates
put up for elections. No doubt, political partiesygittle attention to the value of the electorasethey
depend on other “surer” means of securing victdrglections. This may explain why lip service is
paid to the political education of voters.

Conclusion

This paper focused on repositioning political pegtiowards the consolidation of democracy
in Nigeria. This is because there can be no mearimgmocracy without a functioning political
party system. The existence and operational oftigali parties have been good ingredients of
democracy. Parties control government in every dgawy and run the affairs of a country through
officials elected on their platforms. Thereforerorg and vibrant political parties perform other
important functions in democracy such as providingers education, political education and
citizenship education, serving as link between goeernment and the citizens, mediating and
managing conflicts, and setting agenda for govemmenfortunately, political parties in Nigeria
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have fallen short of performance in the last fiftiyee years. As can be seen in the body of therpape
some of the factors responsible for the declindel ob Nigerian political parties towards democracy
consolidation are numerous. Thus, the human defigi¢eemains the critical crux of the problem.
Notwithstanding the prevailing situation in Nigésidourth republic, political parties could be figm
repositioned and ritualized to effectively discleatbeir expected role in consolidating the coustry’
democracy.

Recommendations
To reposition political parties to play their expet role in enhancing the consolidation of
democracy in Nigeria, the paper therefore recomméme following;

1. There must be a deliberate and conscious efforishmmust begin with the mental and
attitudinal re-orientation of Nigerians via civic woter education.
2. Political parties in Nigeria must reform for demacy. They must strive to build institution

(nor ruler) and encourage accountability. They nmaspect the constitution, the democratic
culture, the electoral laws, and the locus of powe people, who are the ultimate
beneficiaries of their services.

3. Political parties must be bastions of fair playstice and freedom. The people must be
empowered, through civic education, to take thestidies in their own hands in determining
who lead them.

4. Political parties should anchor their activities simong ideologies and devise programs
capable of affecting the laws of the masses.
5. Parties should fairly enthrone the culture of in##rdemocracy in their decision-making

structure and processes in order to consolidatedemy in Nigeria.
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