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Abstract 
The purpose of the paper was to slate the importance of women 
education by X-Raying why women should be educated. Women are 
known to be the heart beat of every nation, hence they need to be 
educated properly for future change. The impacts of education were 
discussed and the importance of women education were highlighted. 
While recommendations and conclusion were made thereafter. 

Introduction  
In traditional Igbo land and in African society as a whole, women have no voice in matters 

concerning their families or matters involving men. Women are seen and not heard. Women are 
supposed to be silent at all times. Every decision must be taken by the men. In the words of Freire 
(1972), he called this old long tradition of Africans "Culture of silence" where men are all and all in the 
society with the women playing a subordinate role Their duty is to serve, obey and respect their 
husbands as well as to take care of their children. 

All the above submission notwithstanding, women can also give suggestions in their homes, 
contribute meaningfully to education and rural development if given the chance to do so. This does not 
mean that women should usurp authority over men or engage men in argument or stage war on gender 
equality. 

This gender strife gave rise to the popular slogan "what men can do women can also do it and 
even do better than men". This is improper because common sense will tell us that women have their 
God given position which is under men and men have their position as heads of women. 

Nevertheless, women can never be regarded or seen as slaves, unrespected, deprived, 
illiterates, under-privileged, rejected, unwanted, senseless and unproductive. Women are the heart of 
the home and the society at large. They can equally hold sensitive academic and non academic 
positions in the society effectively. Women are the care takers in every managerial issue at home. 
They can learn in turn generate meaningful suggestions and ideas for rural development. This is to 
say that women's contributions would be vital in rural development for future change. 

In support of the above statement, Abolomore (1989) stated that, understanding women's 
roles and status as well as their aspirations is a key element in the matrix of social revival, in all fields of 
current national development strategies in both rural and urban areas in Nigeria. Research has shown 
that women constitute over half of the economically active population of rural Africa. In most of 
African countries women's work outside the home is extensive in agriculture and the informal 
economy. The purpose of this work is to highlight the roles of women which warrants their education for 
rural development and future change. 

In 1975, the United Nations declared the year as the International Women's Year. This was to 
find an urgent solution to the development of women. The year gradually expanded into ten years with 
the United Nations declaration of 1976 - 1985 as a decade for women. As a result many countries 
mobilized action for women education for future development. 

In our country Nigeria, women play important role in rural education and development. Traditionally, 
history has it (hat women are into agricultural production, food processing, food storage, they engage 
in pottery, hand crafts and food marketing for income generation. In addition to that, they are fully 
occupied with other domestic activities like provision of food for the family use and cleanliness of the 
entire household. 

a Women are basically occupied with one thing or the other from morning till night for the 
betterment of the family and yet have time for rural development self-work. The importance of women 
education for future change is so vital that no nation can over look it or regard it as baseless idea. Research 
has proved that women both in developed and developing countries are the heart of the nation. As a result, 



the plight of the women ought to be recognized and adequate attention should be paid to them to ensure 
future development. 

Impact Of Education 
Education is a catalyst for human development. Hence, when we talk about rural education our 

focus is on how to use education for rural development. This implies the use of education as an instrument 
for developing the rural men and women in such a way that they can measure up to the qualities expected 
of a modem people. Secondly, it is how to use education as an instrument for developing the environment 
in which the rural men and women live in such a way as to bring it to modem standard as much as possible. 

There are basically three forms of education vis-a-vis, informal, non-informal and formal 
education. All the above forms of education have great impact in the development of human beings. 
Anyawu (1987), noted these three forms of education and commented that non-formal mode of 
education has great impact in rural education and development. This is to say that any meaningful effort to 
transform the conditions of life in the rural components of any nation so as to bring them to an acceptable 
level of contemporary civilization should include within its framework a programme of mass education of 
the rural citizenry. The rural populace need to be literate enough in order to comprehend whatever that is 
happening in the global world. Writing on the impact of literacy, Okedera (1981), noted that literacy 
attainment should be related to different aspects of modernization. This is to say that non-formal education 
through mass-literacy education is a sine-qua-non for the development of any nation. In the same vein, 
Frcire (1972), sees literacy education as a means of human liberation, this is to enable human beings 
become aware of things they can do for themselves and for their country. Education is not just to learn 
how to read and write numbers and letters. It is the acquisition of knowledge for all round development of 
man. This development is both physical and environmental development. In the words of Okedera 
(1981) he noted that in the history of modern literacy campaigns, that it is rare to find literacy programmes 
that are organized solely for the sake of illiteracy eradication. He argued that literacy education is defined 
and practiced within the utilitarian context. In other words, it is education geared to uplift the 
occupational skills of the general masses for economic upliftment and for general knowledge acquisition. 

Education geared towards rural development should have double focus.   Firstly, it should 
concern itself with the regular formal education programmes for rural children and youth.  Secondly, * it   
should   also   focus   on   provision   of adult   and   non   formal   education  programmes   for   
the transformation of the adult and adolescent illiterates both men and women among rural dwellers. 

This is achieved by training them in functional literacy and helping them in post literacy 
knowledge acquisition. The impact of education can never be measured, it is limitless and its scope is 
endless. Education is the answer to human development. 

 

An X-Ray Of Women Education 
No nation can be regarded as truly developed if the women components of the nation still 

wallow in primitive conditions and are still engulfed in co-habitation with ignorance, dehumanization, 
poverty, hunger, disease and decay. These are the principal enemies which the contemporary, 
education must battle to a standstill. The ablest youngawomen must be trained in the fundamental 
fields of knowledge and made to acquire the critical qualities or character which will enable them to 
dance freely to the modem tone of change. 

The Nigerian rural women are mainly poor subsistence farmers and petty traders. They have no 
opportunities of receiving formal education. The only avenue left for them to improve their lot is 
through Adult Education Programmes. 

In the 1960s and 70s, education was considered as a major instrument for political, social, 
cultural and economic modernization. 

According to Udoh (1991) who argued that leaders were convinced that a well supported 
easily accessible educational system was an effective means of making people politically and socially 
aware of their roles in nation-building and rural development. In order to achieve this, the existing 
educational system was expanded. Universal Primary Education was launched in 1976. A National 
Policy on Education, aimed at introducing a unified philosophy and a new system of functional 
education system was introduced in 1977. since then there has been increased effort in educating the 



masses. 
If the above assertion is right, one wonders what the fate of the rural women will look like if they 

are denied education. This calls for well planned educational strategies which will be put in motion so 
that education will get to the grassroots among women folk. 

Adult education stands out as one of the strategies of reaching the rural women through its 
various programmes. The content of adult education is determined by the felt needs of the target 
audience, the special conditions of rural women and their environment can be adequately provided for in 
the design of adult education programmes. The adult and non-formal education programmes are 
designed to complement or supplement for education. As enunciated in the Nigerian National Policy on 
Education (1981), a full complement of adult and non-formal education programmes for our rurai 
women should consist of functional literacy, remedial, continuing, vocational, aesthetic, cultural, 
health and civic education. Through the above programmes the rural women will be able to acquire the 
necessary skills which can be used to transform the available resources to their benefits, in the context 
for improving their living standards. 

X-Ray ing the importance of women education Habib (1999), noted that o'ne of the indicators of 
pdor performance in social development, relative to its state of economic development, is the 
persistent high rate of adult illiteracy among females. He also noted that lack of education is both a 
defining feature of their poverty and a barrier to achieving the kind of social and economic progress 
that they require to escape from that poverty. 

Education is necessary in order to change women's perception of themselves having been denied the 
opportunities to learn, as a result, they have no confidence in their abilities. If given proper education, it 
can generate a spiral of change in women's life - an empowered women can have a positive impact on 
her children and the society around her. An education programme that targets women will enable them 
to ensure the health and well being of their families. With the initiation of education, women who 
embrace it can identify solutions to satisfy their basic needs (health, nutrition, clothing, water etc.) 
consequently, the goals of women education can be identified as self-reliance, occupational 
competence, improvement of living conditions and improvement in the level of  awareness. These 
goals are achieved through functional adult education programmes designed within non-formal education 
frame-work. 

Conclusion 
In order to empower women with knowledge, it is essential to have a system of education that 

focuses on an egalitarian society in real practical sense not just in theory as we have in Nigeria. There 
should be clarion call for equitable education system between the urban and rural women which will 
respond to their survival problems and guarantee some sort of economic independence. The point that has 
never drawn attention is the fact that without alternative education consciousness in Nigerian rural women, it 
is not possible to see meaningful and visible change that heralds a healthy and prosperous society. 

Some writers have noted that women bear significantly more than half the burden of third world 
under-development - more so, that women are indispensable in a society, they play the roles of wives, 
mothers, workers and members of the community by participating actively in rural development. 

Any society that does not acknowledge women education and participation in development will 
not proceed forward in economic, social, health and political progress. Education or no education, it is 
unethical for women to rub shoulders with men or think that they are equal with men or even go to the 
extreme of competing with men. All the same, women should be educated and . given some sense of 
responsibilities and sense of belonging, because of the vital roles they play in the society, especially as the 
productive force of the society. 

Recommendations 
Based on the conclusion, the following recommendations are stated: 

1. Women, especially the rural women should be giving adequate education. 
2. Conferences, Seminars, picnics and workshops should be organized for rural women, this is 

to conscientize and expose them to the realities of life, and to help them in discharging their 



civic duties. 
3. Women should participate actively in rural development projects, this is to enhance future 

' educational and developmental change. 
4. Women should seek equity rather than equality with men.   This is because, socio-culturally, 

biblically, economically and physically, equality with men is obviously unsupportable. 

References 
Abodomore, E. (1989)   Women and Rural Development Equation in Nigeria.    Business Timqs, 
Monday May, 8 Page 4. 

Anyawu, C. N. (1987) Developing Adult Education in Nigeria. Ibadan: University Press. 

Federal Ministry of Education (1981)  National Policy on Education.   Lagos:   Federal Government 
Press 

Freire, P. (1970)   The Adult Literacy Process as Cultural Action for Freedom.   Harvard Education 
Review, Vol. 40 No. 2 Page 212. 

Freire, P. (1972) Pedagogy; of the Oppressed.  England:  Penguin Books. 

Habib (1999) Community Development Through Adult Education Among Women. In Herbert, et al (Eds.) 
Adult Education and Development. Germany: Institute for International Co-operation. 

Okedera, J. T. (1981)  Concepts and Measurements of Literacy Semi-Literacy and Illiteracy,  Ibadan: 
University Press Publishing House. 

Okedera, J. T. (1981) The Impact of Literacy Education in Ibadan Nigeria.  Ibadan:  University Press 
Publishing House. 

Udoh, S. U. (1991) Adult Education as a Strategy for Community Development. In Mereni, J. I. et a! (Eds.) 
Adult Education Theory and Practice. Obosi, Pacific Correspondence College Limited. 

 
 


