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Abstract 
The National Policy on Education defines Secondary Education as the 
type of education children receive after primary education and before 
the tertiary education. Hence, this paper examines the goals of 
secondary education and the position of secondary education in 
Nigeria. A number of quality ensuring indicators were highlighted 
that would ensure the quality of secondary education in Nigeria both 
now and in future. A number of recommendations were made that 
could lead to viable secondary education in Nigeria. 

Introduction 
Education is accredited to be the chief instrument of the development of man and his nation. It 

helps to develop the economic, social, political, scientific and other institutions of a country 
(Oniyama and Okurumeh, 2001). In other words education is the major instrument to develop a 
nation entirely. 

Education is an instrument of change and national development. Through it a nation develops 
economically and technologically (NPE, 1998). According to Ogunsanmi (2000), it is indeed a 
serious matter for consideration for any society in an attempt to achieve her goals and objectives. 
There is no doubt that quality education vastly increases the productivity and potentials of individuals 
and by extension the societies they are part of. This cannot be achieved in the absence of good 
quality secondary education. Hence, secondary education is the type of education children receive 
after primary education and before the tertiary education (NPE, 1998). Then, the strategic importance of 
secondary education is no longer in doubt. It is the bridge between primary and tertiary education which 
is at the apex of our educational structure (Ojerinde, 2000). Given its strategic importance, if well 
planned and executed, it can significantly contribute to our national drive towards social 
re-engineering, political stability, economic advancement and technological development. Hence, 
secondary education programme in Nigeria needs to be re-visited to enable it play its expected roles 
triumphantly. 

Goals of Secondary Education In Nigeria 
Some of the expected goals of secondary education in Nigeria according to the National 

Policy on Education (NPE, 1998) are: 
i.      To provide all primary school leavers with the opportunity for education of higher level,  

irrespective of sex, social status, religious or ethnic background; 
   ii.       To offer diversified curriculum to cater for the differences in talents, opportunities and future 

roles;  
iii.       To provide man power in the applied science, technology and commerce at sub-professional 

grades;  
iv.      To develop and promote Nigerian languages, art and culture in the context of the  n     

world's cultural heritage; 
v.      To inspire its students with a desire for self improvement and achievement of excellence;  

vi.       To foster national unity with an emphasis on the common ties that unite us in our diversity; 

To raise a generation of people who can think for themselves, respect the views and teachings 
of others, respect the dignity of labour, appreciate those values specified under our broad 
national goals and live as good citizens;  

viii.      To provide technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for agricultural, industrial, 
commercial and economic development. 

of our public schools in terms of staffing and infrastructure. Most schools have no classrooms, libraries, 
laboratories, workshops and even suitable teachers. In some cases, equipment procured are not installed 
and where installed are vandalized. But then, let's draw our attention to good quality secondary education 
system that is development oriented. An education that will foster national development in Nigeria in the 
new millennium. Indeed an education that will meet the challenges of globalization and economic 



development. 
The Quality Ensuring Indicators Hence, if secondary education is to achieve all the above 

laudable goals, its curriculum must be well planned and richly endowed (Ojerinde, 2000). The curriculum 
must not be planned in a vacuum but must be so tailored to reflect the society, its needs, goals, values and 
value systems, its aspirations with its general patterns of life (Umerua, 1990). 

Secondary Education And National Development 
When economists talk about developments in a country or nation, they seem to be referring to the 

general improvement in the supply of goods and services to the extent that earning power of the citizens, 
and quality of life are equally improved. National development therefore can be perceived as general increase 
in the productive capacity of a nation with attendant salutary effects on the nation in the social, economic 
and political sectors (Ojerinde, 2000).    Hence, secondary education is an instrument of national 
development through which a country could develop according to the National Policy on Education (NPE, 
1998) through the building of: 
 i.      A free and democratic society;  
ii.      A just and egalitarian society;  
iii.      A united, strong and self-reliant nation;  
iv.      A great and dynamic economy  
v.      A land of bright and full opportunities for all citizens. 

Therefore, for Nigeria to develop techno logic ally in achieving the above objectives, the Government 
plans to secondary education should be of six-years duration and be given in two stages, a junior secondary 
school stage and a senior secondary school stage; each stage being of three-year duration. Where possible, 
the two types of schools should be under the same roof. 

The junior secondary school is expected to be pre-vocational and academic students who leave 
school at the junior secondary school stage should be able to move on to an apprenticeship system or some 
other scheme for out-of school vocational training, thereby achieving the aim of self-reliant nation. Also, the 
senior secondary school is equally expected to prepare students for tertiary education where the needed 
manpower for the development of the economy of the nation are being produced. Therefore good quality 
secondary education is inevitable for the development of any country. 

The State Of Secondary Education In Nigeria 

The state of education in Nigeria is not only pathetic but terribly disturbing (Ojerinde, Ibid), secondary 
education is not exempted. Apart from lack of teachers in various subjects at the secondary school level, there 
is the problem of extremely poor infrastructure. No one here can claim not to be aware of the level of 
deterioration the public schools have reached and this is common in all states of the federation. Federal 
unity schools are fast suffering the same fate. It is said that over the years, both federal and state 
governments have made wonderful budgetary allocations to education sector but in the end, nothing 
tangible is recorded. No wonder, the poor state 
Ajayi (1996:13) observed that: 
It may be unrealistic talking about qualitative improvement of (he system without making mention of 
teaching , learning, supervision and even administration as well as all these combined as team for 
implementation of curriculum. 

Ajayi (Ibid) further identifies the following indicators as measuring devices of quality education. 
These are: curriculum adequacy and relevance, books and school equipment, teachers, infrastructure and 
physical environment. 

In the literature (Thomas, 1971; Yoloye, 1976; Nwagwu, 1983; Memanon, 1993; Fadipe, 1998; 
1999) a number of measures that ensure quality control of secondary education have been 'identified. For 
instance, Thomas (Ibid) as cited by Fadipe (1999) identified the following educational inputs as possible 
indicators or determinants of education quality. These are: space, equipment, books, materials, teachers 
and administrative personnel. Yoloye (1976) however identified six indicators which include the quality of 
teachers, the quality of facilities, the quality of instructions, the quality of evaluation procedures, the 
quality of morale and the quality of administration and management. The level or degree of the quality of 
the inputs identified above will in other wordp, determine the level or degree of the quality of the output of 
the secondary education system (Fadipe, 1999). 

In the context of this paper therefore, the quality of secondary education system in Nigeria could be 
measured through the following variables: i.      The quality of classroom assessment procedures; 
ii. =>   The quality of the leaching personnel in terms of their training and qualifications; iii.       
Availability and adequacy of the teaching personnel; iv.      The quality and availability of the leaching 
materials or equipment; v.       The quality and content of the instruction and curriculum; vi.      The 



quality of the students as inputs 
vii.      The availability and quality of the recommended textbooks; viii.      The quality and quantity of 
the instructional facilities.   These include classrooms, libraries, 

laboratories and other physical structures; ix.      Modem teaching techniques or technologies 
such as the use of television, radio, team 
teaching and individualized instructional methods; 

x.      The existence of specialization or teaching specialties among the teachers; xi.      Consideration 
of the recommended class size, students - teachers ratio and teacher work load; xii.      The  rise   of 
modern  management/administrative   techniques   and   quality  of monitoring 

supervision and evaluation system; xiii.      Number of books and quality of the library. 

Quality control in secondary education is therefore the means or mechanism by which the system ensures 
that the education it delivers serves the purpose for which it is intended, that, the means by which the system 
ensures that the education offers remains relevant and appropriate to the technological needs of Nigeria 
as a country. 

Consequently, the quality of education is relative and exists in degrees or standards. The standard or 
quality of education is not static, rather it varies with time and societal expectations. It cannot be totally 
divorced from the objectives set out for education in any particular country, based on the needs of the people 
of that country (Wright, 1979; Osuagwu, 1981; Durotolu, 1986; Egwurube, 1990). Hence, for the nation to 
meet her national development needs through sound secondary education, the quality of the system must be 
ensured. 

Conclusion And Recommendations 
Secondary education by virtue of its unique position in our educational system its strategic 

importance. It can therefore be used for suitable national development in Nigeria in the new millennium 
if its quality is ensured. Hence, it becomes imperative in view of the above that .secondary education 
needs to be over hauled, re-directed and reinvigorated. The present curriculum in my view is quite adequate 
in content and coverage. What is required is effective implementation at the two tiers. Determined pursuit of 
national goals and objectives is what is required. 

Therefore to have good quality secondary education system in Nigeria that will be able to meet the 
challenges of national development in Nigeria, the following recommendations are made: 
 i.      Teacher preparation, supply and retention must be revisited; 
 ii.      There must be good classroom assessment practices; 
 iii.       Teachers' welfare must be improved;  
 iv.      Conducive teaching and learning environments especially in the public schools must be 
provided, libraries, laboratories, classrooms, workshops etc; 
 v.      Transition ratio into tertiary institutions must reflect bias for science, maths and technology 
education; 

vi.      Technical education must be given due recognition and attention; 
vii.       Apprenticeship scheme must be provided for those who cannot transit to higher education; viii.      

Controlled expansion and co-ordination of secondary education must be ensured at both state and federal 
levels; 

ix.      Moral component of the curriculum at secondary school level must be taken seriously;  
x.      Periodic review of our curriculum must be ensured to make it responsive to social, economic and political 

challenges of the time; 
xi.      Research at tertiary level must be stimulated and findings utilized.   Also, researchers and inventors must 

be rewarded appropriately by government.   It is time we publicly reward excellence.    For some 
time now the government has concentrated on public reward of sportsmen and women only;  

xii.      Secondary school education should be adequately funded by the government. 

Therefore, it is the belief of this paper that if all the aforementioned recommendations are 
thoroughly considered, there will be hope for secondary education in Nigeria today and in the future. 
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