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Abstract

Education is not only a social service but a transformatatrwhich is fundamental to social
and personal development. It is no doubt that education nma&e's life desirable. Nigeria
should have a measure of literacy education and one thahali them functional in all they
do with the result that economic benefits will accruentt and thus making them to have an
improved living more so that we now live in the world aftteology. Thus, the focus of this
paper is on the concepts of functional adult literacy, qunoé ICT and its objectives as
enshrined in Nigeria’s ICT policy of April, 2001; facilikag adult learners through ICT,
recommendations and conclusion. It is necessary for leedyyin the society to aspire to be
functional and technological literate as to cope withgitage dynamic world.

Literacy to a layman is just the act of reading,tmg and being able to do simple
arithmetic/calculation. It is imperative to noteatHiteracy goes beyond activities designed tohteac
adults to read and write simple sentences. Thize@use such restricted skills are of little wtilit
(Titmus, 1989). The emphasis on literacy campaigw is functional literacy, which is focused on
the achievement of a level of reading, writing andheracy adequate for effective participation m th
life of one’s community.

Traditionally literacy has been commonly definedths ability to read and write at an
adequate level of proficiency that is necessargfmnmunication but to Anyanwu it is seen as a move
to liberate the poor. Aderinoy (2004), states thisdracy has taken on several meanings.
Technological literacy, mathematical literacy, ftiocal literacy, cultural literacy and visual ligery
are just a few examples.

The information age has made the world a globégd such that information can easily be
shared, no matter where one is. The implicatiothis is that people’s lives are being influenced in
almost every aspect.

The 2£' century is one in which the world is experiencitsgthird revolution. The first been
the “Agricultural Revolution” where people startedltivating land commercially. The second
revolution was the “Industrial Revolution” when thevas development in manufacturing. The third
revolution now is the “Information Revolution”. Thhas been regarded as being in its second phase.
The first information explosion resulted in the @mtion of the printing press. Today the world is in
the middle of a second “information Technology Ration”. The digital Information Technologies,
which use binary digitals to represent all inforimat are replacing the printed world technologles.
the process people’s lives are being transformed.

Information is power; to influence, control or pume. Information is considered today as one
of the basic needs of people after air, water, fand shelter, Camble (1992). Information is not a
luxury; it is essential for survival. It is theredy an essential instrument for development.
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Literacy and ICT according to Anyanwu in Aderinoy2004), literacy is seen to be lying at
the heart of all moves to remove the unfair distiin of wealth, the exploitation of the poor and
their exclusion from the main stream of society.TIditeracy is using digital technology,
communication tools and or networks to access, ggnantegrate, evaluate, create and store
information in order to function in a developedistcwhere functional ICT literacy is a crucial Iski
used in everyday life, such as using mobile phoadsmnk ATM or filling in an online form for the
transformation benefits of ICT proficiency.

Thus the discourse of this paper include the casoafpfunctional adult literacy, ICT and its
facilitating adult learners, ICT objectives as emsdd in Nigeria’s ICT policy of April, 2001,
recommendation and conclusion.

Concept of Functional Adult Literacy

Functional literacy is a form of literacy that &lored toward a particular need. It focuses on
the fact that teaching within the context of vooatil knowledge and skills will obviously help pespl
to acquire what will enable them to demonstrateesanfided proficiency in the performance of their
occupational tasks. Without mincing words, the im@ace of literacy in national transformation
cannot be underestimated. This can be seen asethéokthe development of the capabilities and
growth of mankind, which sole aim at improving tha&rticipants’ socially, culturally, economically,
politically and their community relations.

The term functional literacy is kept for the lewa reading and writing which adults are
thought of needs in modern complex society. Funealiditeracy can be a genuine human condition
with far-reading impact on the transformation o thsue of how to increase literacy rates generally
and functional adult literacy in particular, hagaged the attention of Nigerian leaders and scholar
since independence in 1960. The reason for thisappbvious. According to Omolewa (2006), if
we want to conquer poverty, ignorance and diseagesnust first of all conquer illiteracy. He added
that illiteracy is the most serious handicap fawremmic, political, social and individual developrhen
that we know. Functional literacy as defined by 8D (2010) as the ability of person to function
in all the activities in which literacy is requirddr effective functioning of his/her group and the
community and also for enabling him/her to contiraeuse reading, writing and calculation for
his/her own and the community’s development. Fometi literacy according to Oduaran, (1991),
refers aptly to the ability to use the skills odding, writing and computing in the acquisitionsoth
information as would make individual function mawetively and beneficially in the economic, social,
political and cultural activities of the communityhere he/she lives. Hence the ability of the
individual to contribute to the development of twaintry lies in his/her ability to read and write.
Despite the importance of education in improvirgndard of living, Nigeria has one of the lowest
literacy rates in the world, (world map, 2011). THigerian government is making frantic effort to
eradicate illiteracy in Nigeria.

With the attainment of literacy level that is fuiocal, people will be able to handle
information, express ideas and opinions, make wewsand solve problems as individual, family
members, citizens of nations and lifelong learrelsecause functional literacy is a lifelong process
(Adult literacy and numeracy in Scotlarwdnw.scotland.gov.uk/Resougee/drc of 11-11).

Ability to use computer is fast becoming the foadigunctional literacy. It should be noted
that functional literacy has become imperative igedan society of today as it creates ripple affec
in the community. An adult who learns to read intpamt just himself but the whole community; he
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becomes an example to his children and grand ehildnd can better serve his community (Selber,
2004). Functional literacy is a tool that can emapkople to take their right position in the
community. Summing up various definitions of fupctl literacy as used across the world, Hunter in
(Obi 2006) sees literacy in three ways: (a) litgras set of functional skills, aptitudes or capesit

(b) literacy as a process of life (c) literacy asexpression of structural and political realitigdl.
these itemized types of literacy efforts should dmbarked upon to make all citizens total and
complete if truly they are to be empowered asditgrcan no longer be defined as the ability to read
write and compute alone but it must include adapiato global information, skills, attitudes and
knowledge (Sarumi 2005).

To achieve functional literacy in Nigeria, adulateers must be made to see the importance of
functional literacy in all they do. It is only thrgh adult education that people can be fulfillec@islt
education is the last available opportunity fortéeg (Adedokun, 2008). These needs to encourage
adults to be literate include the following:

. Being literate will help them tackle any problematthey may faced

. Being functionally literate provides avenue for igha in individuals, communities, societies
and nations at large.

. It assists adult learners to experience a transfom and a change of circumstances and it
has been a source of providing opportunity to giér in development.

. Being functionally literate will increase their iefency on their various assignments on daily
activities.

. Being functionally literate will enrich the mind$ the adult not only on their job performance

but in contributing intelligently to political, s@ and economic development of their environment
Adedokun (2008).

In view of the importance of functional literacyhet Federal Government of Nigeria plans a
comprehensive mass education to achieve functi@ullt literacy which will enhance the
development of the individual and nation at lafgenctional literacy is more than a set of skills. |
includes the ability to use those skills to solvelylems in dalily life.

Concept of ICT

ICT includes all the technologies used to trangmiisseminate information to an audience.
These cover internet service provision, telecompatiins equipment and services, information
technology equipment and services, media and baséidg, commercial information providers and
other related information and communication adgeit international network. (Okwilagwe and
Njoku, 2002).

ICT equally includes the traditional and moderrhtesdogies of disseminating information.
The traditional ICT products are the printed pagalio, television, films, while the modern
technologies include e-mail, voice mail, FAX, Imtet, electronic bulletin boards and cellular
telephones, among others.

The acronym ICT simply means information and comication technology while the term
ICT refers to the convergence of audio-visual atejphone networks with computer network through
a single cabling or link system or link system. Ttaam emphasizes the use of computer as well as
necessary enterprise software, middle ware, staadeaudio-visual system to access, store, transmit
and manipulate information. (Sahay 2003). Rapidetigament of information and communication
technologies (ICT) has led to significant changesdrial, economic and political relations of the
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modern society, access to information and contvel @ contributes to the prevalence of soft power
in politics of digital age (Wrong, Sandy, Choi; abele, 2008). Knowledge of ICT will empower the
adult facilitator and adult learners which will abwsly enhance the success for adult literacy for
functional literacy and sustainable development.

Ogbomo & Ogbomo (2008) noted that for the two desashost developed countries have
witnessed significant change that can be tracd@1s. These multi-dimensional changes have been
observed in almost all aspect of life be it ecormanieducation, communities etc. In a technology
driven society, getting information quickly is imp@nt for both senders and receivers. ICT have
made it possible to quickly find and distributeamhation. This is a pointer that many efforts have
been made at international levels to support Afsiedforts to develop community infrastructures,
these initiative were taken to enable African mataevelopment. This is no doubt to posit that
technological changes have actually influenced tues in recent years, Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) has had the greatesact worth of noting in our society Nigeria.
Marton (1995) was of the view that a society in avhihe quality of life, prospect for social change,
economic and educational development depend irioghpsipon information and its exploitation, in
such a society living standards, pattern of workl dgisure, educational system and economic
activities are all influenced by advances in infation and knowledge. This is evidenced by all
increasing array of information intensive produ@sd services (Martin, 1988). Information
technology is the use of manmade tools for theectiin, generation, communication, recording, re-
management and exploitation of information. (Anyekd 991 as cited by Agbolaher, 2005). ICT
includes that application by which information riartsferred, recorded, edited, stored, manipulated o
disseminated information technology is a revolutidnich has penetrated almost all fields of human
endeavour, thus transforming economic and sodel (Hawkridge 1983 as cited by Hedman, &
Borell, A. 2004).

The concept of the “Global village” is fast becomia reality and it is now commonly
accepted that the world has transformed from thedustrial Age” to the “Knowledge Age”
(Agbolahar, 2005). Thus it is expected that adstisuld be taught and encouraged to take advantage
of ICT in order to continue to cope in this contemgry world. It is no gain saying to mention thae t
world is dynamic in nature with great demand.

(ICT objective as enshrined in Nigeria’s ICT poliafyApril, 2001).

The Objectives of Nigeria’'s ICT Policy are to:

. Ensure that ICT resources are readily availabfgdmote efficient national development;

. Ensure that the country benefits maximally and oates meaningfully by providing global
solutions to the challenges of the information age;

. Empower Nigerians to participate in software ad M&Velopment;

. Encourage local production and manufacture of IGigment in a comprehensive manner;
. Establish and develop ICT infrastructure and mazénilis uses nationwide;

. Empower the youth with ICT skills and prepare thfemglobal competitiveness;

. Integrate ICT into the mainstream of education tmaithing;

. Create ICT awareness and ensure universal ageggsmoting ICT diffusion in all sectors

of national life;
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. Create an enabling environment to facilitate pevsector involvement in ICT nationally and
internationally;

. Encourage government and private sector joint vertallaboration;

. Develop human capital with emphasis on creating saaqporting knowledge based society;
and

. Build a pool of ICT literate manpower using the NY,NDE and other platform as a train-

the-trainer scheme for capacity building.

Facilitating Adult Learners through ICT

It is quite interesting that the introduction ofTiGnh adult literacy classes poses various new
challenges to the facilitator, foremost of whiclk #re learning of basic computer skills and revigwi
of teaching and learning skills in relation to thew technology. Facilitators must first learn haw t
handle ICT equipment, and then they will need tdanstand what benefits ICT can offer them on an
individual basis as well as the overall outcomethin classroom. It equally becomes imperative for
the facilitators to learn how to implement the as&CT across the curriculum.

It is necessary that adequate preparation shoutdkem into consideration while helping adults use
ICT. Ginsburg identified four options for the uskel@T in functional adult literacy which includes:
technology as curriculum, technology as complen@rstruction, technology as instrumental tools
and technology as delivery mechanism. Tutors refteon their particular approaches and strategies
by being explicit about why they were using ICT eylwere also encouraged to move away from the
view of the tutors as expect often attributed tnttby learners, to a more realistic view of thertais
facilitator for learning and supporting the devetemt of learner autonomy. This clarity about the
role of ICT in the learning process plays an imaettrole in encouraging learner autonomy which is
crucial for adults who needs to take charge ofr b learning outside the formal learning contexts
ICT has often been seen as allowing learners tectaipon their own learning processes and some of
the facilitators saw this as an important aspec¢heir work. ICT skills are crucial to adult learaen
everyday lives, not only does it open up work opyuities for them but also enables them to help
their children with home work and communicate wdtktant relatives by email (Levy, & Murname,
2006).

However, UNESCO has supported Nigerian governmenteview and re-oriented the
technical vocational training (TVET) by equippingveral institutions to train teacher-trainers in
twenty-eight disciplines in seven staff developmeantres. It is imperative to note that over five
hundred and twenty-seven members of staff have toaigred in thirty-four training workshops which
in no small means enhance functional adult liteiadyigeria.

Computer blended learning is being used in thewdés learning programme of some teacher-
training institution as well as in the National @p&niversity of Nigeria (NOUN). This, to a
significant extent is a welcome development andhditation of Nigeria's readiness of using ICT for
the promotion of functional adult literacy.

Conclusion

The importance of adult education in bringing abaditlt functional literacy can break down
all the walls of impossibility in the propagatiohadult education cum adult functional literacy iehi
effective strategies and policies that facilitdte integration of ICT by educating the facilitaterso
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will in turn educate the adult learners to be awdreCT, to embrace it, willing to use it, and albbe
use it, which will go a long way to enhance natldrensformation and development.

Recommendations

In view of the observed impact of ICT in functionadult literacy the following
recommendations are made:
<> The commitment of political leaders and policy mak® realistic ICT vision of the nation
for the benefit of functional adult literacy shoddd secured.
<> Subsidized ICT equipment should be made availablelltif Nigeria is to attain the EFA
goals and functional adult literacy.
<> There is the urgent need now than ever before éowarking, stable linkages, and building
alliance with stakeholders and Non-Governmentala@izations (NGOs) who are involved in the
promotion of functional adult literacy.
<> More centres of adult education in the country #hooe established and adequately
monitored so that everybody will have easy acoegsltication and thus becomes functional on their
job performance.
<> Adequate steps should be taken to employ persawih ICT skills across all the learning
centres of functional adult literacy programme #mely should be well remunerated to enhance their
proficiency.
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