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Abstract

This study serves as a remedy to unemployethe country. In a developed country, citizens
youths having posed serious threats and challenges texpect their government to provide them with
the nation. These socio-economic unrest calls foemployment opportunities, healthcare, shelter
different approaches and action for it to be and other basic needs. Unexpectedly, Nigeria is

take their mind away from white collar jobs. Three

ayment deficit, corruption oor health
research questions were formulated to guide thi$ y ’ P P

o ; ecords, abject poverty, extremely hunger,
study. Descriptive survey was also adopted in the ial disorder. Kid . .
study. The population of the study was one hundre rson, social disoraer, xidnapping, insurgency,

and twenty (120) unemployed graduatd@he data Cfimes political dlstu_rbances. T_he h|gh rate _of

collected were analyzed using SPSS versus 2@ependence on white collar jobs is still in

software. Result of this revealed that there is ndashion.

significant difference between the employment status However, such lucrative jobs are not

of youth and available entrepreneurship skill in easy to secure. People who eventually secure
education, and also there is no significant differencesuch jobs are paid peanut as salary. The
between the acquisition status of youths and th"r‘mpression in the society is that every graduate

a;/ailable slki:jlsﬂ?ctquisittiﬁn’ bftf?rg gr?duatign.tRisglts ust get government work and when the
also revealed that youths: attitudes towards echnical o o se is the case it seems that all hope is lost

and vocational education is independent of whether . . .
they were employed or not. This is a revelation of ar?nq which (jlscourage yOUth. from_fur_the_rlng
interesting trend among youths of Ebonyi State, whdheir education. .Our_ educational institutions
are encouraged to venture into available keep on producing jobless graduates every
entrepreneurship  skill  irrespective  of one’s year. The aforementioned situation calls for an
employment or acquisition status in order to reducealternative way to combat youth unemployment
dependence on government etc. government can algige  embracing entrepreneurship  skills in
enhance this my making the National Youth Serviceducation which will serve as a relationship
corps (NYSC) service year skill-acquisition intensivepatyween entrepreneurship education, self-
and also make available soft loan to encourage W'"'ngreliance, socio-economic growth and national

and ready youth. development. This paper disagrees with policy
Rabid economic and social developmen makers to implement the policies. It will help in
pi | ! Velop (tational development, which according to Eya

remains the basis for third world countries an :
X . nd Eya (2015), request for the expunging of
indeed remains the hallmark of the goals _of th ajor sources of restriction like poverty,

terrible condltlor_l. The harsh economic S'tu.at'o.nscountries without the people acquiring the basic
have been causing social and political tension in

skills and developing the critical and creative
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minds needed to manage her country? In thimmanagement, leadership quality and
circumstance entrepreneurship skills educatiomterpersonal skills which are transferable skills
assumes a vital tools in the education of the youtBought by employers. They also lack problem
to have capacity to provide a lasting solutions tesolving skills, decision-making abilities and
their individual barrier, make them to becometeam spirit. Entrepreneurship is a key driver of
entrepreneurs, in real life learning experiences imny economy as wealth and most jobs are
time of taking risks, manage the results, and learoreated by small businesses started by
from the outcomes. Entrepreneurship skills arentrepreneurially minded individuals, many of
important in promoting productivity, healthy whom go on to creates big investment.
competition and innovation, creating jobs for

teeming unemployed youths and revitalizingWhat Entrepreneurship Education isabout?

economies (Ritche and Lam in Eya and Eya There was a consensus believe that
2015). Schumpeter, who was, perhaps, the first major

economist to analyze the role of
Conceptual Framework entrepreneurship in economic development
M eaning of Entrepreneurship argued that "to study the entrepreneur is to

The word “entrepreneurship” has astudy the central figure in modern economic
history that dates back to 1732, when the Irishhistory." He attributed innovation to the
economist Richard Cantillon used the wordentrepreneur. For instance, “entrepreneurship as
entrepreneurship. Entrepreneurship has beesny pedagogical programme or process of
defined by various professions to mean manyeducation for entrepreneurial attitudes and
things since the middle age (lgbo, 2006).skills, which involves developing certain
Defining entrepreneurship is complex and there ipersonal qualities. It is therefore not
no universal acceptable definition. However, theexclusively focused on the immediate creation
summary of what entrepreneurship means wilbf new businesses." (Fayolle, Kyroand and
reflect the individual's definer's point as in Ulijn, 2006).

(Oviawe and Ekhovbiye, 2008). According to According to Uzoma and Adali (2013)
Gana in Uzoma and Adali (2013), define entrepreneurship education as “the
entrepreneurship is the ability to seek investmengtructured formal conveyance of

opportunities and establish an enterprise based @ntrepreneurship competencies which in turn
identified opportunities. The entrepreneur is theaefers to the concepts, skills and mental
one who takes risks, is focused and energized gwareness used by individuals during the
motive of making profits. Ochonogo in Uzoma process of starting and developing their growth
and Adali (2013) defined entrepreneurship as theriented ventures.

art which involves recognizing an investment However, entrepreneurship education
opportunity, mobilizing resources and insisting toshould not be mistake with general business
exploit that opportunity in a new way. In the viewand economic studies; its objective is to
of Iromaka, (2006) Entrepreneurship is a persopromote creativity, innovation, self-
or individual with the capacity, ability and employment, and may include the following
courage to take calculate risk, is innovative analements: and providing specific business skills
who establishes and manages a business fand knowledge of how to start a company and
purpose of profit, growth, and wealth creation inrun it successfully.

an economy. Most young people in Nigeria do

not possess organizational skills, including time
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The Vitality of Entrepreneurial Skills in  mentioned, questions were raised by various
Education and Influences on Youth people as to what is the right education for
Employment Nigeria and what kind of education may be
The economic importance of the suitable in propelling economic development in
entrepreneur in  world history has beenthe country?, so many suggestions were made
recognized for several decades. Entrepreneurship favour of refocusing the current Nigeria's
is a key driver of booming economy of any skills in education system to reflect the present
nation. Wealth and a high majority of jobs arerealities. It would be recalled that in Nigeria,
created by small businesses started byechnical and vocational education has received
entrepreneurially minded individuals, many ofa lot of attention at both state and federal levels
whom go on to create big businesses. PeoplBifferent tertiary institutions were found to
exposed to entrepreneurship frequently expressffer technical education. Eya and Eya 2015),
that they have more opportunity to exercisehe aims of technical education are:
creative freedoms, higher self-esteem, and afi) Providing the technical knowledge and
overall greater sense of control over their owrnvocational skills necessary for agricultural,
lives. As a result, many experienced businessdustrial, commercial and economic
people political leaders, economists, anddevelopmentin the country;
educators believe that fostering a robus{(ii) Giving an introduction to professional
entrepreneurial culture will accelerate individualstudies in engineering and information
and collective economic and social success on eomputer technology;
local, national, and global scale. Given thissit i (iii) To impact the necessary skills leading to
important to prepare youth and adults to succeethe production of craftsmen, technicians and
in an entrepreneurial economy. other skilled personnel who will be enterprising
Entrepreneurship education should be and self-reliant;
lifelong learning process, starting from primary(iv) Enabling young to have an intelligent
school and progressing to all levels of educationynderstanding of the increasing complexity of
including adult education. In this way, youthstechnology.
will have progressively more challenging Technical and vocational institutions
educational activities; experiences that willwhere designed largely to prepare technicians
enable them to develop the insight needed tto fit in the society after leaving school.
discover and create entrepreneurial opportunitiesiccording to Fakae (2005), “emphasis is on
and the skillful ones to successfully start andskill-acquisition and  sound  scientific
manage their own businesses to take merit dinowledge, which gives ability to the use of
these opportunities. Entrepreneurial activity anchand and machine for the purpose of
the resultant financial gain are always of benefiproduction, maintenance and self-reliant”.
to a state in particular and country in generalDespite these well-articulated policies without
Thus, having entrepreneurial skills will enablefull implementation, the youth unemployment
one recognize real opportunity when it comegemains so noticeable. The Ebonyi state
across. Entrepreneurial skills and attitudeggovernment is very much worried about the
provide benefits to society, even beyond theiincreasing arte of youth unemployment rate,
application to business activity. poverty and generally economic depression in
In an attempt to ascertain the waythe country. Many expertise are of the view that
forward and in response to the current sociovocational skills training and technical
economic problems of the state as earlieeducation cannot provide the necessary remedy
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to the problem of unemployment. Onifade (2008)molders, shoes makers, small farmer for every
has stressed that vocational education can nevstudent, networking business, small scale
provide permanent solution to unemployment asndustries, soap making workshop in every
some of us may think. Ojukwu in Abubakar school, establishment of small businesses that
(2010) observed that “the threat of job scarcitywill be insight for students on business to start
and growing unemployment creates doubts andp after school and others. The National Youth
pessimism on the programmes of vocationaBervice Corps (NYSC) scheme should be
technical schools and the educational system iaxtended to three year purely of
general’. As soon as Nigeria gainedentrepreneurship training and equally increase
independence from Britain government so manyheir allowances by 50%. That cannot be
guestions came up whether the country is t@chieved through providing employment to all
maintain western way of doing things. Althoughor teeming number of all employable youths
some changes were made as time goes on ioto its institutions, agencies and parastatals.
reflect changing demand, meager achievemerRedeveloping entrepreneurship skills training
has been recorded in ameliorating the differenceducation has been identified as an avenue for
socio-economic challenges in Nigeria. providing unemployment youth employment as
The power that be, is expected to play aools to wipe poverty in Ebonyi State.
major functions in providing a conducive
atmosphere and policy framework for gettingStatement of the Problem
good results of this transformation agenda. The study sees youth unemployment as
Students while in school need to acquire thea major constraint to the country and a big
necessary skills acquisition and training to selfthreat to national security which Ebonyi state is
reliant. The objective of the study is to investigga not excluded. Regrettably, problems of
the various strategies government has adopted tmemployment as experienced by the educated
combat youth unemployment which include NDEyouths and even the uneducated but skilled
(National Directorate of Employment), Ebonyi youths have become more pathetic in many
state Governor's Wife initiated Family Succor developing economies, despite the neo-liberal
and Upliftment Foundation immediately after strategies in addressing the issue of enhancing
assumption of office. The Small and Mediumhuman capital. The aim of this paper is
Enterprises Development Agency (SMEDA) thetherefore to examine the constraints that
Nigerian Bank for Commerce and Industryimpede young people in search of non-existing
(NBCI) and the Nigerian Youth Service Corpsjobs and the urgent need to orient people of
(NYSC), African development Bank etc. havethese affected economies particularly Nigerians
had programmes for entrepreneurship skillon imbibing self-employment and
development. entrepreneurship  through vocational and
Ebonyi state government can only entrepreneurial training programmes as a short-
perform its economic function by making sureterm intervention mechanism (Cyril and
that the rate of youth unemployment in theChijioke, 2010)
country is drastically dwindled. One of the There are several factors that hinder
alternative ways is to initiate policies laws thatentrepreneurship education in Nigeria: poor
student after graduation will choose skillsknowledge based economy and low spirit of
acquisition related to courses. Secondlycompetition, poor enterprising culture, lack of
introduce functional skills accusations like phoneentrepreneurship, teachers, materials and
repairers, tailoring, carpentering, plumbers, bloclequipment, unavailability of fund, non-
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inclusion of entrepreneurship programme in theHypotheses

school curricula, poor societal attitude toThe following null hypotheses were formulated
Technical and Vocational Education to guide this study and were tested at 0.05 level
development, inadequate facilities and equipmentf confidence:

for teaching and learning, insensitivity of Hol: There is no significant relationship
government to enterprise creation and expansiobetween acquisition status and existing
strategy, poor plan and execution of processes of entrepreneurship skills programmes.
action, Isolated pockets of ineffective Ho2: There is no significant relationship
programmes and management incompetendeetween employment status and available skill
(Oviawe and Ekhovbiye, 2008 and Jane, 2010). acquisition before graduation.

The acquisition of right entrepreneurial Ho3: There is no significant relationship
skills is a mean to achieve success in life. Skilldetween employment status and the levels of
are acquired through training. The problem ofentrepreneurship skills in education.
this study is to ascertain the level of skills
training needs of unemployed youths in EbonyiM ethods
State. The youth equipped with entrepreneurial The descriptive survey was used for the
skills acquisition can easily see alternativestudy. This study was conducted in Ebonyi
remedies to challenges or needs, and to adaptate. The thirteen Local Government Areas in
with a rising world. This paper is beneficial to the state were divided into three zones Ebonyi
policy makers, government, students,Central, Ebonyi North and Ebonyi South. Forty
unemployed youth, parents, trainers etc. Thé40) unemployed youth from each of the three
purpose of this study is to determine thezones were used for the study. The population
repositioning  entrepreneurship  skills  in used for the study was one hundred and twenty
education: An alternative way to combat youth(120) unemployed youth. The questionnaire has
unemployment in Ebonyi State. Specifically, this1l5 items on skills acquisition which face
study sets out to: validation of the instrument was done by two
1. To ascertain the already existing experts in technical and vocational education
entrepreneurship  skills  programmes  forand an expert in the entrepreneurship centre of
unemployed youth in Ebonyi State Ebonyi State University, Abakaliki and Federal
2. To ascertain the societal attitude toUniversity, Ndufu-Alike Ilkwo respectively.
Technical and Vocational Education The questionnaire items had four response
3. To find out the level of financing options of Very Interested, Interested Very
entrepreneurship skills education to tackle youttUninterested and Uninterested. Three Research
unemployment. Assistants were trained in collecting data from

the respondents. A total of 120 questionnaires
Research Questions administered and 90 were also returned.
1. What are the existing entrepreneurship
skills programmes for unemployed youth in
Ebonyi state?

2. What is the societal attitude to Technical
and Vocational Education
3. What are the levels of financing

entrepreneurship skills in education to tackle
youth unemployment?
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Results 8. Rearing of grass 0.846 Do not eject
Research Question 1: What are the existing cutters
entrepreneurship  skills  programmes  far )
unemployed youth in Ebonyi state? 9. Poultry 0316 Do not eject
Table 1. Existing _entrepre_zneurshlp skills 15 Home 0423 Do not reject
programmes for yputh in Ebonyi state. _ management
Table 1. Existing entrepreneurship skills
programmes In table 2 on item 6 showed that youth are not
SN ITEMS \S/IELNLIJE DECIS1ON very much Uninterested to venture into
1 Tailoring 0.667 Do not reject cropping as availablg ski_IIs before graduation in
Ebonyi State. While items 7, 8, 9, and
2. Handset repairing 0.276 Do not reject 10indicated that youth are interested to learn
skills these skills before leaving school. In table 2, all
_ the individual hull hypothesis (except for item
3. Computer 0.389 Do not reject 6) was accepted at 5% level of significance.
Networking
business Research Question 3: What are the levels of
. Skils on soap 0.162 Do not reject Iln?nclllng en:[[rr]epreneulrshlp stlgllls in education
making o tackle youth unemployment?
5. Shoe making skills ~ 0.628 Donotreject 1able 3: levels of Entrepreneurship skills in

Result of table | above indicated that itemsll'

number 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 items with the following

significant Value of 0.667, 0.276, 0.389, 0.16213.Government Employment 0.177
and 0.628 respectively. The youth are much very4. Skills acquisition Centres  0.604

interested to technical and vocational educati
in Ebonyi state.

From table 1, all the individual null hypotheses
was Do not reject at 5% level of significance.

Research Question 2: What is the societal attitud

to Technical and Vocational Education?

Table 2: Actual skills acquisition training for
students before graduation in

Ebonyi State.

Table I1: Available skills acquisition before

education.
SN ITEMS SIGNI. DECISION
VALUE
Small Scale Business 0.915 Do rjette

12. Soft Credit Loan 0.340 Do not reject

Do not reject
Do reject
Motivation of creative 0.708 Do not reject

youth

Data collected in table Ill showed that 11, 12,
13, 14 and 15 with significant value of 0.177 to
§.915 agreed that the above items can help to
tackle youth unemployment in Ebonyi State. In
table 3 also, all the individual null hypothesis
was do not reject at 0.05 level of significance.

youth graduation Findings
SN ITEMS SIGNI. DECISION The study made the fol!owmg flnd_lngs: '
VAL UE 1. Entrepreneurship skills in education

6 Cropping 0.001 Reject can be use an alternative to combat youth
unemployment, by making the existing skills

7. Snailing 0.367 Do not reject compulsory to all students in higher
institutions.
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2. The youth are very interested in
entrepreneurship skills acquisition in education
with sponsorship by the government, now
country is passing economic instability.

3. Entrepreneurship skills in education
appear on theory than practical in solving
problem of youth unemployment in Ebonyi State.

Development in Nigeria: a Tool for
Poverty EradicationDept. of Business
Administration and  Management,
School of Management Studidsano
State Polytechnic, Nigeria.

Cyril, A. A. and Chijioke, K. I. (2010)Youth

Conclusion

The study identified the entrepreneurship
skills are not properly handled by the
government. That was the reason youth
unemployment were everywhere in the state. In
this study an alternative way to solve problems of
youth unemployment was exposed. Appropriate

unemployment: entrepreneurship
Development Programme as an
intervention  mechanism.  African
Journal of Business Management
4.6. African Leaders Forum (ALF),
Otta, Ogun State.

measure should be taken to satisfy those needsa, E.N and Eya, L.O (2015ntrepreneurial

and to include other skills acquisition in the
curriculum for effective and efficient application

of the skills in the economic development of the
country.

Recommendations
The recommendations include:

Education skills training needs
of students in colleges of Education in
Nigeria: A paradigm shift from Policy
to Practice Journal of the Nigerian
Society for psychological Research
5(1) 43-53.

1. Entrepreneurship skills in education Fakae, D. B. (2005)Technical Education: An

should be compulsory in every department in the
University in Ebonyi State.

2. Government should make the NYSC
service year, skill-acquisition intensive espewiall
for those posted to Ebonyi State.

3. National Policy on Education and
curriculum should focus more on implementation

Overview of the Learning Process.
Capacity Building of Workshop for
Lecturers of  Polytechnics and
Monotechnics in Nigeria for Higher
Competence and Productivity
Education Trust Fund.

than making policies by making Industrial Fayolle, A., Kyr O.P. and Ulijn, J. (2006)he

Training (IT) to all the discipline.

4, Youths are encouraged to venture into
entrepreneurship skills irrespective of their
employment or acquisition status to reduce
government dependency and upgrade self-
sufficient life style.

entrepreneurship debate in Europe: A
matter history and culture? In

Entrepreneurship research in Europe:
Outcomes and prospective.
Cheltenham.

Igbo, C.A. (2006).'Developing entrepreneurship
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