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Abstract 

At every level of education, what is seen as a tool for curriculum development 
has the potentials for enhancing students learning? Teaching is a process of 
carrying out those activities where experience has shown to be effective in 
getting students to learn. When the teacher brings students together, he or she 
will have complete and solid learning experiences. Here the students become 
anxious to learn more on specific topic. For music education, teachers should 
be linked to issues related to teaching/learning goals. This paper examined 
the problems associated with the study of music and strategies to be used to 
improve on transfer of learning. Teaching is undertaking certain task or 
activities, the intention of which is to induce learning. The innovations and 
transformation will be useful if the music teacher makes use of strategies in 
general music knowledge, music appreciation class, entrepreneurial music 
based activities and computer based resource to improve on their teaching. 
This can be done with qualified teachers, availability of resource material. 
The paper proffers some recommendations; among which are the use of E-
learning for effective teaching and curriculum implementation in this 
computer age. 

 
Keywords: Innovations, Teaching, Learning, General music and appreciation, 

Computer based knowledge. 
 
 
 Over the years, there has been search by music educators for effective ways of 
teaching with regards to the current demands in education and methods to be 
considered to improve on more standard curriculum content on music in secondary 
schools in Nigeria. These music educators have expressed a continuing concern for the 
conflict regarding the implementation of the curriculum and its contents in our schools.  
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The fallout from this reveals an advocacy for improved teaching and learning 
procedures and the need for evaluation on learning outcome as well as teaching 
methods. It also shows that innovations be presented in the method of teaching and 
used to assess students learning abilities. 
 
 The teaching and learning of music in our educational system especially at 
secondary schools level is very disappointing and this has necessitated in the advocacy 
by music educators for a turn around to use pragmatic and proactive approaches in 
ensuring that the subject is given a more appropriate place in school curriculum. The 
reasons are not far-fetched; this is because music is a subject that promotes the 
development of human mind as well as the society at large. It is a subject that has been 
used with other subjects to teach learners. One of the problems is its non-inclusion in 
the curriculum as a subject on its own right. 
 
 Since music curriculum which is a formal system of learning experience is not 
properly framed and designed in line to our cultural background for music education, it 
will continue to have adverse effect to the development and growth in music. Time has 
come when music educators should look inward to proffer solutions to these problems 
and improve on the structure of music in our schools in order to help teachers impart 
the knowledge that will promote lifelong education. The result of this according to 
Akomolafe (2011) is to bring new innovations to our teaching and learning 
experiences. When this is done, those who are interested in music education will begin 
to appreciate the need to pursue the subject as a course of study. As a result of the fact 
that the present syllabus on music for secondary schools is weak, Faseun (1994) said 
that most of the learning content contained on music in the document does not address 
the reality of Nigerian situation. 
 
 However, the broad aims of the secondary education within our overall 
national objectives are to prepare learners for a useful living condition within the 
society and for higher education (Federal Government of Nigeria 2005). At the junior 
secondary schools level, Creative Arts which is integrated in nature is made up of the 
following subjects; Arts, Music and Drama. With Fine Arts-the subject content 
includes drawing, painting, pattern and design, 3-dimensional works, crafts and arts 
appreciation. The music scheme of work has the following-introduction to music, 
theory of music, learning how to play an instrument, listening and history, rhythm, 
creative music (performance), dance and singing. While for drama, it has play writing 
and play production in the curriculum content. From here music teachers can make a 
lot of difference in bringing new methods of teaching to improve on transfer of 
learning which will increase the motivation and interest of student towards making a 
career in music. 
 

Uzoma Hyacinth Nwauzor 



3 
 

What is Teaching and Learning? 
 Education is acknowledged as one of the crucial allies of the development 
process (Olakulehin 2007). This means that no nation can raise above the quality of its 
educational system and because of this the National Policy on Education (2004) state 
that teacher education will continue to be given attention in all our education planning, 
because no education system can rise above the quality of her teachers. Agreed, if 
Nigeria must grow technologically, the quality of our education must be given top 
priority. It is important to consider teachers and the role they play in the knowledge-
driven process which is central to basic education.  
 
 A lot have been said about teaching and learning by authors who consider 
teaching as a process of imparting knowledge to learners but it also goes beyond this 
level, what are the methods used in achieving this? At the end of every learning 
process, what are the results and the effects on learners outside the school system? 
Knowledge is said to be the best possible basis for managing the human intellectual 
processes and resource for development. Knowledge which is the ability to know, 
recall, be-aware of experience and understand; ensures all human abilities are 
organized in a single comprehensive system. While education is a system deliberately 
designed to equip individuals with the desired knowledge; Nwafor (2007) supports that 
skill and attitude will also help them live worthy and happy life in the society. From 
this point of views, there is need for integrated approaches to teaching and learning of 
music in secondary schools in Nigeria. The term teaching according to Bell-Gam 
&Inyamu (2000) refers to it as the act of giving educational instructions and activities 
to students. While Harper (1987) said, learning is the acquisition or attainment of 
knowledge or skills through experience practice or study. This means teaching is the 
process through which knowledge is transmitted from the teacher to the students. 
During teaching, the students are usually taken through the learning process of 
acquiring knowledge. 
 
 The music teacher is expected to use his expertise to provide problem-solving 
forum for learners to use, which will help them in a creative manner and acquire active 
results rather than passive knowledge. Through this medium, students can have access 
to larger quality of information which will help in learning, creativity, vital skills and 
problem solving technique that are useful for productive living. Teaching is meaningful 
when we find it relevant to our lives. Efficient teacher understands that learning is not 
necessarily an outcome of teaching but gaining knowledge for the future and using it to 
better the society positively. Students need to be allowed to explore, question and 
discover on their own for effective learning experiences. The relationship between 
teaching and learning in school setting is interactive and hence beneficial because it 
allows students to be equipped for the future. The significant of teaching and learning 
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of music is cognitive experiences, because all students are expected to learn differently 
during applied music course.  
 
 The teachers of music in secondary schools must bring innovative and 
effective teaching methods based on what is contained in the syllabus. For example, the 
music teacher should focus on theory of music, instrument playing (recorder), listening 
and history, creative music like dancing or performance on folk songs which the 
students are familiar with and general music knowledge. He has to make his teaching 
as simple as possible for easy understanding while bringing new ideas. This will make 
his teaching result oriented and for the arousal of interest on the part of the students. 
Onu (2008) agreed that the knowledge gained from new methods of teaching and 
learning will be very effective to facilitate lifelong education benefits. The concept of 
lifelong education is based on post formal education where learners can manage their 
learning on their own after schooling. This means the end to formal education does not 
mean the end to learning. The pace at which new knowledge is acquired these days 
demands that learners should continue to learn throughout life. 
 
New Strategies for Teaching and Learning 
 The digital system of teaching is absent in our curriculum in secondary schools 
and is not applied because of teachers insufficient knowledge in this area. However, the 
knowledge of computer will help the music teacher to improve the quality, speed and 
efficiency in teaching students. The use of this method will increase the knowledge of 
students’ abilities and skills in intellectual and creative development. It will also help 
them to be actively involved in the process of learning to play any instrument of their 
choice, achieve self-realization and reduce the possibility of negative attitude to the 
educational process. There is the need therefore for an increased effort to bridge the 
gap affecting music education and focus on the development of problem-solving and 
independent thinking methods to achieve effective results. 
 
 The implication of innovative methods of teaching and learning through a 
broad based arrangement is for all types of progressive music education, improvisation, 
exploring alternatives towards making the subject easy for learners; thereby designing 
and creating reasoning skills. While this is built in the learning process, it will increase 
the awareness towards the study of music. Perhaps the most critical problem facing 
music in our schools today is lack of interest on the part of students; they complain that 
the subject is too difficult for them to comprehend. And a survey as identified by 
Rivweri (2002) that this new methods and application on teaching will makes transfer 
of learning not only easy but will give desired results. The following methods may be 
useful to enhance the quality of our teaching. 
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1. Music Appreciation- is an aspect in music which deals with listening and 
appreciating music of all genres in a class which invariably will help students to 
increase their level of interest. The teacher of music may use this method to elicit or 
arouse students’ curiosity towards making progress in the class. Listening and singing 
which is an objective model in music education consists of songs and listening material 
for students based on performance related program. When students are exposed to this 
aspect by a teacher using popular and folk songs, music games, video and activities 
related to music, they put more interest in bringing their potentials and talents for a 
common goal. Here, they are expected to attain at least proficiency in music.  
 

Since music has been joined with creative arts and drama- to create a 
requirement in performing arts education, it becomes difficult to return music to its age 
long importance in education, like it was used in all subjects to impart learning. 
Although, it is difficult to imagine how drama or other subjects could be taught without 
consideration to music as a core-subject. However, the standard of music education is 
dependent on who teaches it. It becomes disappointing when in secondary schools a 
teacher of fine arts or drama is teaching music, naturally the subject will not be taken 
seriously. Hence emphasis should be placed on students’ development of a positive 
outlook toward educational success that will contribute on improving self-confidence 
and self-esteem. To accomplish this, the music teacher should teach basic subjects 
bringing in innovations. 
 
2. General Music Knowledge-This is about the teaching and learning of music 
theory. The involvement of theory of music is the inclusion of all the basic subject 
matter in music. This method of teaching includes the organization which provides 
playing of music instrument, music scores (solfa and staff notation), and instructions as 
well as the area of field experiences such as performances. This aspect have been found 
to be easier to work with teachers and the objectives here is about bringing the teacher 
and students together to facilitate a teacher/learners activity of an enriched classroom 
relationship and to aid music teachers in attaining goals. The general music 
organization will have a broad approach to education and a motivational interest in 
music by students. This will happen only when a competent and qualified music 
teacher is employed. 
 

In general music learning activity, the new method used will accomplish 
several purposes to provide a balance between the choices for music with other 
subjects; encouragement by parents for their children to study music and societal 
outlook, knowing the benefits of music in the society, offering short term educational 
experiences and lifelong educational values outside school that will create jobs. 
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To describe the music education in Nigeria, one must take into account its 
cultural values and many performing experiences. It is interesting to identify music 
from our cultural background, compare and contrast it to our lives. Learning to perform 
folk music and dances in our schools has practical values in its relationship to other 
subjects. Bringing this to bear in our teaching will contain many cultural and historical 
references; its meanings and importance based on aesthetic qualities. It may be 
important to note here too, that music will continue to play an important role in 
education. The nonverbal nature of music allows students with special needs to 
participate in many music experiences and to obtain educational benefits as well as 
pleasure and enjoyment. 
 

The importance of music education for all students is based on the benefit of 
performance, including aesthetics and opportunities for excellence for those with 
interest and talents. Those who will be interested in the study of music may have high 
level of performance skills and can derive serious satisfaction to pursue a course in 
music at higher level of education. This is why it is necessary to allow music to thrive 
in our schools as a core-subject. 
 
3 Computer Based Music-Knowledge-This learning outcome has given rise to 
effective teaching, more affordable and user-friendly whose educational values is 
difficult to be ignored. This highly valued system has the ability to detect and 
accommodate students’ learning activity in a classroom setting. This according to 
Madsen (2000) observed that using superior communication skills elicits the musical 
potentials of individual students. This supports that proficiency for teaching music 
using computer becomes very useful in all aspect of music education. The music 
teacher is expected to use this technologically advancement to improve on his/her 
teaching. The advocacy for the use of computer is in its abundant accessibility to 
information and the need for exposure to many sources of profile and global 
perspective on music making. This will help the teacher to develop the cognitive skills 
necessary to analyze and evaluate effective teaching. We must address what constitutes 
quality, integrity and innovations during teaching and learning experiences in our 
schools. This Olulube (2004) stated that quality teaching enhances teaching skills and 
adequate knowledge of the subject matter. He further buttressed the point that 
instructional processes should be carried out by highly qualified teachers; for the 
creation of effective classroom management, effective evaluation of students and 
teaching that will bring out reforms in education. 
 
 Again, the teacher of music in secondary schools must bring in innovative and 
effective teaching methods based on what is contained in the syllabus. For example, the 
teacher must focus on theory of music, instruments playing ability and construction of 
local instruments, listening to music and appreciating what is heard and the exposure to 
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computer on how to use and create music during performances. This will make his 
teaching inspirational, interesting and result-oriented. The ICT according to Semenov 
(2005) can create new, open learning environment for teachers. In line with his 
statement, this approach is in moving away from a teacher-centered method to a 
student-centered activities, where the teacher moves from being the key player of 
gathering all the materials for learning, while the students passively receives 
information. 
 
4. Technological and entrepreneurial music education-what is taught now 
should be used for lifelong educational benefits outside the school system. This is 
because music could help to create jobs. Students are exposed to instruments 
construction especially locally made ones like drums, rattles, flutes and xylophone with 
the availability of local source materials. Technology is a term which refers to the 
instructional use of materials as teaching aids to facilitate learning in the absence of the 
real object as a way of improvisation. This Brown (1994) said teachers can bring these 
new innovations such as computer, electronic hardware and music software including 
those locally sourced to classroom situations. This will draw attentions to the 
instructional use of educational technology. The primary purpose for using 
instructional technology in schools is to enhance students learning. 
 

Technology usage is fundamental and a structural change that can be integral 
to achieving significant improvement in performance where teachers will give 
examples of materials used in studio work like video camera, digital sound objects, 
lighting and acoustics. This will be used to support both teaching and learning, infuse 
classroom with digital learning tools, such as computers, expand subject content, 
experiences, increase students motivation and interest; and accelerate learning. 
Through this method, the teacher is able to usher in a new model of connected teaching 
and entrepreneurial expertise for wealth creation. This model will link the teacher to 
the students on practical basis and equally help them improve their own instruction and 
personalize learning. 
 

The importance of entrepreneurial knowledge in the educational process is 
quite revealing because the emphasis has been on academic development without a 
corresponding effort on skills acquisition. The essence of this is for students to learn 
some aspect of education that will help them engage in activities that will make them 
self- employed. This is because entrepreneurial knowledge holds greater promise in the 
instructional process as compared to other means of learning in today’s academic 
exercise. Music performances especially will provide productive teaching and learning 
in order to increase students’ creative and intellectual resource in today’s informative 
society. This means that there should be emphasis on intensive use of skill acquisition 
and practical challenge to excel and be self-employed after school system. This 
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learning will be a potent means of equipping students for a successful and productive 
living in a technologically developed world. Harper (1987) said it is an invaluable 
process of arousing the interest of students to study music. That when a student knows 
he or she has talents and can improve on it, the ability to excel becomes his goal. 
 
Innovations and transformation to improve teaching and learning 
 The role of educational system includes innovations to develop skills, abilities 
and capabilities to students so they can function better in the learning process. This 
equally means that innovation is the acceptance and implementation of new ideas and 
methods leading to the introduction of transformation. From here, students will begin 
to provide transformative outcome that will enhance effective teaching and learning 
experiences. When this is done, Afemikhe (2002) posited, that it will become the 
bedrock for academic achievements. This method will help the students of music not 
only to absorb all in general music knowledge but also assess other areas that will 
benefit them for job creation knowing what is acceptable in their future career. Some 
problems have been identified in this discussion which has affected the teaching and 
development of music in secondary schools in Nigeria. To address these issues, some 
innovations must be brought into the educational process to increase the level of 
participation of students and motivate the morale of teachers of music. 
1 Curriculum review-This is important because an observation on music 
education in schools reveals that little changes have taken place over the years. The 
value and role of music in Nigerian schools has been affected adversely with the 
education reform system of 9-3-4 policy. This has changed the organization and 
delivery of instruction on music. One major change is that music is not regarded as a 
core subject as has been identified earlier in this discussion but is incorporated into 
other arts subjects like creative and performing arts, visual arts and drama. These 
changes in teaching methods and the optional placement with other subjects have 
reduced the importance of music. According to Ogunrinade (2012) this will limit the 
interest of students who want to pursue music as a career. The most identifiable change 
in music curriculum is it not having a place in primary schools timetable and as such 
the teacher of music organizes their method of teaching which are not standardized. It 
is equally difficult to determine the number of schools where music is taught and the 
level of students’ interest. For transformation to take place, music education should be 
given a place at all levels of education especially in primary and secondary schools 
from junior through to senior school levels. 
 
2 Qualified teachers-For some years now, various methods have evolved on 
education, most of which are based on qualification of teachers and the mode of study. 
In modern times, stakeholders, students and teachers have continued to explore 
different philosophy on education and it is only a qualified teacher that can transfer an 
effective driven knowledge to the students. For music education, all the discussions in 
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this paper will be meaningless if the teacher of music is not knowledgeable, otherwise 
the difficulties encountered in music will continue to scare students away. This means 
that for quality education in music, the teacher must be innovative ensuring that all 
aspect of his teaching is well organized, articulated and effectively coordinated. Here, 
teachers must have access to adequate training and professional skills and be motivated 
to use new teaching and learning methods. 
 
3 E-learning-This is another aspect of teaching and learning that could be used 
to bring about transformation especially in music education in schools. This is a new 
way of sourcing for information towards achieving curriculum implementation. 
Through E-learning, curriculum contents could be formed into music software like 
finale, Midi (music interface digital); this can help in recordings and studio works such 
as performances, compositions, recording of folk songs and dances. With appropriate 
software, the teacher can create original digital musical composition. It is a multi-
media system for collections, processing, storage and dissemination of information all 
over the world. Nwana (2012) recommends that E-learning be used for effective 
pedagogy and curriculum implementation in this computer age. For music, the use of 
this method will have the primary purpose of implementing the curriculum content 
with faster approaches to achieve the objectives of instruction and also for the retention 
of transfer of learning. The teacher using this method will have alternative approaches 
to curriculum implementation which will be innovative to the benefit of the students. 
The main purpose of E-learning is to transform from old methods of teaching into new 
ways of imparting knowledge to students. 
 
Conclusions 
 Educational transformations are always the result of social transformation. 
This means that for people to feel at any particular moment in time the need to change 
its educational system for better, it therefore becomes necessary that new ideas and 
needs emerge in which the former system is no longer adequate. Changing social and 
educational situations must be combined to create needs assessment for constant 
innovations and reform in education. The development of educational innovations in 
teaching and learning in Nigeria becomes very pertinent now as strategies for 
improving the quality of education, especially in music.   
  

Within this content, expanded and improved educational provision on music 
education must focus on developments, effort and as a means of acquiring new skills 
and increased productivity. Innovations will be a storage rationale behind massive 
investment in education to produce the skilled manpower and the new knowledge 
requisite for technological advancement and economic growth (Onu, Eskay, Obiyo, 
Igbo & Ezenwu 2012). The teachers’ innovations are necessary to transform the 
educational system and bring it into harmony with a new institutional and ideological 
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framework. The interplay between educational reform and innovations in the teaching 
and learning of music in secondary schools will be a mechanism that will harness 
learning outcome and teaching strategies that will improve education. These strategies 
should be developed and presented by the teacher of music in a classroom situation in a 
way consistent with the values and goals of the learners and the society at large. This 
method should be designed to enable students to focus their attention on more practical 
aspect of education such as entrepreneurial abilities, skill acquisition and development 
of potentials and talents that will lead to job creation rather than purely academic 
pursuit. 
 
Recommendation 

The contribution of Information and Communication Technologies can be a 
very useful tool for the development of skills as it provides effective training 
programme which can be attributed to its capability for stimulation, model-building 
and interactive adaptation in any learning experiences. This usage applies not only to 
subjects like Mathematics and Science related subjects but also to music education. It 
is very relevant to both teachers and students of music which avails them the 
opportunities to explore new areas of improving in general music knowledge. This 
paper recommends for the following methods to be used to improve on teaching and 
learning in music for secondary schools. 
 

Government should make the teaching of ICT in secondary schools in Nigeria 
compulsory. This could be enforced by training teachers on computer application. Its 
inclusion into the curriculum will also make it easy for students to be in touch with 
current happenings globally. This is another way of innovation and transformation that 
can improve on teaching and learning activities. This Smith (2010) noted, has the 
potentials of enhancing students learning abilities and provides them with vast 
quantities of information in an easily accessible and non-sequential format. 

 
Innovation is seen as a way of bringing into focus new ideas in order to 

enhance good performance in the quality of education. Innovative methods should be 
about creating values, possibilities and motivation for implementing areas of interest in 
the teaching and learning procedures. Teachers must use these new ideas and methods 
as an introduction to transformation for a better knowledge benefits to students. 
 

Music education in secondary schools should be given full status to senior 
levels. There are qualified music teachers who have been turned out from universities 
and colleges of education and their wealth of knowledge will help to improve the study 
of music education in Nigeria. The population of this country is growing and people 
are looking for new areas for employment, music is one subject that can provide 
employment to Nigerians from the school system. Government and stakeholders should 
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overhaul the music curriculum in secondary schools to bring about transformation in 
education. 
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