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Abstract 

The purpose of this paper is to discuss some of the works in music 
education that will validate the inclusion of music in the education for 
all. Feelings are all important in music education curriculum, making 
music a natural discipline through which intelligence in early 
childhood education can be developed. All schools should provide 
high quality music education as part of a broad and balanced 
curriculum because it is basic to all types of music reasoning. Music is 
about evaluating and setting goals for the betterment of our lives. 
Education for all will be meaningless if Nigerian government fails to 
encourage her citizenry to acquire knowledge through the school 
system and to make education free to certain level of children’s 
learning experience. We must begin now to have grip knowledge of the 
role of music in the development of early childhood development in 
Nigerian schools. This paper also had an overview of the need for 
education for all, the development of early childhood education, and 
the need for music advocacy in educating children of kindergarten and 
nursery age, problems and prospect, it concluded with 
recommendations. This is because music education for all is as 
important as part of the global quest for education for all.  

 
Key Words: Education for all, Early Childhood Education, Learning, Setting goals, 
Moral character, Life skills, Development and Music education. 
 
 

Education is defined as a permanent change in bahaviour as a result of 
learning; consist of all efforts made by a society to accomplish set objectives which are 
considered to be desirable in terms of the individual as well as the societal needs. 
(Popoola, Bello &Atanda 2009:145). Access to quality education is a major goal for 
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international development. Beyond improving individual’s abilities to think critically, 
solve problems, and make informed decisions for themselves and their communities; 
education also has the power to lift people out of poverty, promote gender equality in 
the society, improve knowledge about health and nutrition, promote sustainable 
development, improve global co-operation making it an important foundation for 
global advancement in many areas. 
 

Education is a right; according to article 26 of the 1948 universal declaration 
on human right which states that: “everyone has the right to education” (UNO). 
Education is not only a right but a passport to human development. One of the 
principal aims of education is to promote the right to educate all persons in the world. 
It opens the doors and expands opportunities and freedoms. It contributes to fostering 
peace, democracy and economic growth as well as improving health and reducing 
poverty. The ultimate aim of education for all (EFA) is in sustainable development. 

In the year 2000, the world’s governments adopted the 6 (EFA) goals and the 
8 millennium development goals (MDGs), the two most important frameworks in the 
field of education. The education priorities of the United Nation Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) are shaped by these objectives. 
The two sets of goals are an ambitious roadmap for the global community to follow. 
They offer a long term vision of reduced poverty and hunger, better health and 
education, sustainable lifestyle, strong partnership and shared commitment. To follow 
these commitments, the 6 goals were mapped out as guides: 
 

i. Expand early childhood care and education 
ii. Provide free and compulsory primary education for all 

iii. Promote learning and life skills for young people and adults 
iv. Increase adult literacy 
v. Achieve gender parity 

vi. Improve the quality of education. 
 

As the lead agency in charge of coordinating the multiple partnerships in the 
EFA movement, UNESCO monitors global progress towards the 6 goals. One of the 
goals is on early childhood education and to realize this in Nigeria, a subject is needed 
to impact the education for all. Music is one of the many subjects which could be used 
to enhance overall childhood development. David (2012:56) reiterated that music is the 
key to creativity and this fuels the mind. Training in music is as much a basic life skill 
as well as getting to know the things around you. Peery (1987:89) advised that it is 
desirable for children to be exposed to, trained in and taught with music for its own 
sake. That is, it is a birthright for all the people to sing once in a life time. To ensure a 
comprehensive learning experience, music should be included in early childhood 
education. Early childhood is a period of rapid change and development, and this is the 
most critical time in a child’s musical growth. Within this stage, children are able to 
articulate and development mental representation of numbers, objects, colour and 
organize the music of their traditional culture which they belong. The body of 
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knowledge acquired through this effort, helps the children to develop musically 
through a sequence of educational competence introduced by music teachers through 
participatory learning. This Faseun (1993:285) observed that the aims and objectives 
of music education are to develop the musical talents and potentials of any child, for 
him or her to realize his or her goals in life. This is achievable if the children will be 
encouraged in the area of skills training.  
 
An Overview of Nigeria’s Contributions to Education For All 

Nigeria government needs to scale up their investment in education and 
accelerate progress as we move towards the target date of 2015. Education for all is the 
commitment made in 2000 by the international community to provide quality 
education for children, youth and adult by 2015. This is much more than primary 
schooling. It comprises of early childhood learning, gender equality, adult literacy, and 
skills for youth, adults and better education as mentioned above. 
 

It was agreed that all barriers to education be removed to make it accessible 
for all persons, regardless of their gender background or personal characteristics. That 
government should promote the concept of equal opportunities and access to all levels 
of education. No one should be disadvantaged because of perceived differences, 
including those based on gender, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, faith, cultural or 
economic background, or personal characteristics. People with disabilities should be 
assisted to achieve their maximum potentials. 
 

Barely 2 years to the attainment of these objectives, there is nothing to show 
that the Nigeria government is making any significant impact to meet up with the 
challenges of reaching out to educate our children as proposed by international 
community? According to Osuagwu (2012:34) there are no drastic measures to turn 
around the fortunes of the deplorable state of the education system in this country. 
Investigations have revealed that the objectives of education for all are still far-fetched 
in Nigeria, given the time frame for the attainment of its stated goals.  

 
The government has made no provision to adequately accommodate the 

number of children who are out of school in various states. There is an estimated 20 
million children in Nigeria today roaming the streets without basic education. There is 
the belief that basic foundation in education is very vital in the life of every human 
being, even as a good primary education has a lot of benefits because the basis of 
language, culture learning through music and writing starts from primary school. It is 
difficult to learn these skills later in life. Also, through interaction with others, children 
learn social, skills and moral character, setting goals and making good decisions. 
Exposure to music education to children will help them to learn about their 
environment through the process of play or recreation which is provided by music. If 
the music environment is conducive depending on what music teachers expose the 
children to, it will enrich the learning knowledge to be acquired. Omibiyi (2008:48) 
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thus, held that music education will provide valuable contributions to the development 
of the child during learning process. 
   

There should be a continuous process of exposure to new ideas which the child 
will internalize. This is because the child has little with which to learn through his or 
her recreational time. Just as all children are born with the potentials to learn, to speak 
and understand their mother tongue, all children are born with the potential to learn 
how to perform music, drama, poetry, folklore in order to understand their culture. By 
this effort, many children will develop the ability to perform the music of their culture 
thereby promoting their heritage. 
 

However, going by a report of United Nation Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
Nigeria is among the 24 countries with large number of malnourished children in the 
world. Inadequate nutrition in childhood undermines the ability of individuals to 
develop their full capabilities. Poverty is one of the problems linked with extreme 
hunger. This has resulted to too many children of primary school age staying out of 
school. Edukugho (2013:16) said that this increases the trend of hopelessness as there 
are thousands of street children out of school across this country. This poses a 
question, how can we meet the aims and objectives of education for all when millions 
of Nigerian children are in the streets without education, shelter, health care, no good 
drinking water? 
 

Again, because of unemployment, parents have no option but to send their 
children into the streets to do menial jobs, street hawking, child trafficking which is in 
vogue and prostitutions. According to parents of these children, this will bring in more 
money to feed many mouths begging for food. The danger inherent in children 
hawking in the streets are too many ranging from rape, accidents, ritual murders, 
kidnap and indecent acts capable of causing more harm than good. This means that if 
something drastic is not done to accelerate literacy and education for all Nigerians, 
Nigeria may not attain the 2015 education for all goal, and the MDGs may fail to 
achieve the significant milestone of its developmental target under vision 20:20: 20. 
Already this is failing; the government has told us that it may not meet the target of 
education for all by 2015. 
 
Early Childhood Education in Nigeria 

In Nigeria, early childhood care, development and education (ECCDE) is an 
aspect of Universal Basic Education which was introduced in 1999 to increase the 
access of children to basic education and to improve the state of education in the 
country. Declaring the 3rd National Conference on kindergarten education in 2012, 
President Goodluck Jonathan (2012:7) said, sound education, application of 
knowledge and policy implementation of early childhood education were key in 
promoting speedy development in Nigeria. He further said that education is not a 
privilege but an inalienable right of every child; we must make appropriate investment 
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in early childhood education to attain our lofty goals. That laying proper foundation for 
early childhood education is a key to stability for which the country must get it right. 
 

The national policy for integrated early childhood in Nigeria (2006) recognizes 
the use of creativity through exploration of nature, the environment, art and music in 
imparting knowledge to children in pre-nursery and nursery level of education. As a 
component of universal basic education in Nigeria, the use of arts, music and playing 
with toys will develop a sense of co-operation and team work among the children. The 
National Policy on Education (2004:47) equally states and proposes for the following 
in the early childhood development: 

i. Effect of a smooth transition from the home to the school 
ii. Prepare the child for the primary level of education 

iii. Provide adequate care and supervision for children while their parents are at 
work 

iv. Inculcate social norms 
v. Inculcate in the child the spirit of enquiry and creativity through the 

exploration of nature, the environment, art, music and playing with toys. 
vi. Develop a sense of co-operation and team spirit 

vii. Learning good habits especially good health habits 
viii. Teach the rudiments of numbers, shapes, colours, forms, and letters through 

play. 
 
Early Childhood Development and the Use of Music 
 The importance of education in any economy is the vehicle with which 
societal development can take place. Early childhood education will address the 
problems of inequality and societal dislocation. The early years between 1-5 years are 
crucial in the development of an individual (Gardner, 1993:45). Everyone enjoys some 
sort of music and that is evident in almost every important events we celebrate. If man 
is the best creation of God, then music is the best creation of man (Richard 1994:34). It 
not only touches on our feelings but also all aspects of life. To many people in many 
cultures, music is an important part of their way of life. Thrope & Trehub (1990:8) 
said music is one of the greatest creations of human kind in the course of history. 
Levinowikz (2011:94) explained that music is a way of knowing. That intelligence is 
galvanized by participation in some kind of educational valued activity and that the 
individual’s growth in such an activity follows a developmental pattern, each activity 
has its own time arising in early childhood. Philips (2003:176) noted that music 
education is an attempt to increase emotional expression and power to describe deeper 
knowledge, intelligence and truth concerning human feelings. That emotional and 
expressive quality of music education will be beneficial for all who come to acquire 
education. 
 
 Early childhood is also the time when children learn about their world 
primarily through the process of play. The substance of play in very young children is 
usually characterized by objects and experiences to which they have been exposed. To 
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be developed properly, music education should be used to teach the children from the 
beginning. Music taught in kindergarten and nursery level of school system will 
increase the framework of education for all in Nigeria, where rudiments of numbers, 
letters, objects, and shapes will be used. The play period and singing exercise will 
ensure that the main method of teaching at this stage shall be through music and that 
this method used by the teacher will be pupil oriented. 
 
 It has been revealed that music could be used by teachers to integrate and 
create innovative practices in early childhood education through singing and dancing. 
This Sehagen (2012:42) explained is in the best interest of the child which shall be the 
guiding principle of those responsible for his education and guidance. The child shall 
have full opportunity for play and recreation, which should be directed to the same 
purposes as in education, society and the public. They should endeavor to promote the 
enjoyment of their right. Children who are exposed to music at their formative years 
have lasting appetite for the acquisition of skills and knowledge. They will fully realize 
their abilities and talents as they progress through learning process in the school 
system. This provides the background for a meaningful education for all. 
 
 Music expression is natural from the age of 4, the child becomes self- 
conscious, aware of his traditional values and expectations; and the equality of one’s 
own performance is enhanced. The Nigerian child will benefit in the study of music 
because it is diversity in creativity, and also it is limited to certain aspect of life in a 
modernized and technological environment. It is tools for building confidence and 
behavioral discipline that can enable the child excel and make purposeful decisions. 
Onyiuke (2003:103) explained that this type of education will help the child to be 
transformed into a responsible individual in the society. The ideal child is one who has 
a sound knowledge of his environment and other subject matter that will improve his 
vision about life. This is because whatever is learnt in the course of growing up is used 
to advance one’s knowledge for the future. The OAU chapter (1997) also recognizes 
the “right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities 
appropriate to the age of the child and participate freely in cultural life and arts”. 
Again, the National Policy on Education (2004:31) states that; “government will take 
measures to see that our culture is kept alive through folklores, music, drama, arts and 
other cultural studies in our schools”. This means that for the Nigerian child to benefit 
fully in the education for all, music through other educational incentives should be 
used as a catalyst to monitor children’s educational development. 
 
 Is music truly a medium for educating the child? The answer is yes, because 
the child needs to develop skills and potentials in order to pursue the object of his 
intellectual development. This means that children can be exposed to wide range of 
educational experiences that will enable them acquire self- worth and confidence 
which they intuitively transfer during learning activities. When they begin to do this; 
certain expressions, behaviors, ideas, interests, needs and habits will manifest and be 
established in their minds. Uzoma (2001:54) agreed that, through this process, a child 
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learns about practical values of the family and the society. This is because it will help 
him to distinguish between right and wrong and that music education is a forum where 
learners are allowed to integrate and synthesize all aspects of educational development, 
and equally utilize them in planning for effective responsibilities in life. 
 
Problems 

Before the society begins to have influence on the child, the child is better to 
utilize his senses to conceive and perceive how to positively influence the society first. 
The only way to apprehend reality is through the experiences of the senses. What the 
child will grow up to offer the society must be made available early before the society 
itself bequeaths negative ideals into the child. For most educational authorities, the 
pressing issues should be, to make the governmental system more effective and 
pragmatic, but what we have today in our education sector is negative. One of the 
principal aims of education is to promote the right to education for all persons in the 
world. But when this is not meeting the goals, then we are already failing to encourage 
our children their right to education. Education for all, the mainstay for economic, 
technological and scientific development is still not adequately accessible in Nigeria; 
thereby contributing to increasing number of problems leading to crimes and 
insecurity. There are high rate of educational failure due to poverty. High level of 
juvenile delinquency, unwanted pregnancy is found among children of low income 
earners. To worsen the situation, corruption has held the nation captive coupled with 
bad governance, bribery and all forms of malpractices that can be found at all levels of 
government and the society at large. 
  

Music education is one subject matter that could help to impart knowledge 
effectively in the early childhood education and make the (EFA) and (MDGs) goals an 
achievable one. In Nigeria today the study of music has been relegated to the 
background, a lot of reasons could be drawn from this. One of the many problems of 
music education is in the area of qualified teachers, funding, learning resource are 
lacking in schools where music is taught. These have adversely affected the progress 
of music education. 
 
Lack of Qualified Teachers-music education have suffered a relapse in terms of 
teachers, this is because the number of higher institutions where music is taught are 
few thereby limiting the number of qualified music teachers who will teach in primary 
schools and secondary schools. As a result of the fact that this is lacking makes it 
difficult for music education to make any impact in the early childhood education. 
Most schools do not include music in their subject allocation time table because there 
are no music teachers. Teachers can do a great deal to provide the necessary attention 
and methods through music experience to nurture the child’s music abilities. 
 
Lack of Funding- a lot needs to be desired because some of the materials to be used 
by music teachers to teach are very expensive to procure and most schools would 
rather not want music subject because of this. For example, to have a good music 
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education, there are western instruments to be bought such as a piano and this 
instrument runs into thousands of naira. It is only the government that can provide this 
for each school. 
Learning Environments - are one of the many problems the government is not 
tackling to ensure that education for all is achieved. There are overcrowded 
classrooms, poor ventilation, dilapidated building, insufficient reading books, and 
disgruntled ill-motivated and poorly paid teachers. Children sometimes trek for a long 
distance before they get to their schools and this affects their learning experiences and 
the result of this is low standard of education. For music education, most schools do 
not have recreational arena for play and the use for music performances. 
 
Prospect  
 In the face of difficulties, music education is achieving its objectives in 
educating individuals. Brown (2002:77) said it can help to organize the needs of 
individuals in the area of finding wide variety of wisdom and knowledge in enhancing 
intelligence quotient. 
 

Societal influence-the society has not given music education a chance to grow 
because of the negative image placed on those who study music. Till date parents do 
not encourage their wards or children to choose a career in music. Government can 
encourage the study of music through its effort to establish a formidable music 
programme that will promote the acceptability of the subject in schools. This is 
because music education is futuristic and can help to develop children for future 
learning abilities. 
 

The value of music education can be seen in the 3 domains of education; 
affective (emotional expression), cognitive (intelligence, reasoning or intuition) and 
psychomotor (physical and mental activity, skills acquisition). Participation in music 
(dance) will penetrate into the senses of the children, liberate the mind and propel 
feelings towards acquiring knowledge. Stanley & Madsen (2001:219) observed that 
this can convey ideas of enjoyment and recreation which is an outlet for social 
interactions and celebration. The dance involved in music education will enhance 
children’s emotional upbringing, expression, reasoning and skill development that will 
propel quick decisions during play and learning activities. 
 
Conclusion 
 There is no doubt that education holds the key to the growth of every nation. 
The working, economic and social conditions of every individual have a direct effect 
from the level of education. Quality education is all that is needed for the advancement 
of every society. Quality education nurtures human talents and creativity through 
music education, thereby contributing to the personal and professional development of 
the individual as well as the social, cultural, economic, political development of the 
society at large. It promotes peoples’ democracy, creativity, solidarity and a 
commitment to sustainable development. Music education will provide children in 
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their early educational development with the critical knowledge, imaginative thought; 
abilities and skills that are needed to conceptualize questions and solve problems that 
may occur in their everyday life. 
 
 People need to develop sufficient skills to be able to participate fully in a 
society. Funds must be made available by government to promote music education in 
the early childhood development in Nigeria. This requires a great effort on the part of 
the education sector in Nigeria. The challenges confronting music education and the 
teaching profession requires solutions. Several efforts have to be put in place to 
achieve education for all. National policies and action plans must give all subjects or 
courses equal prominence to develop without relegating some subjects to the 
background. This is what is happening to music education now. There is a strong call 
therefore for active participation of music teachers in the development and 
implementation of music programme, plans, and strategies and curricular through 
improved teaching methods and innovations. 
 
Recommendation 
From the foregoing discussions, the following recommendations are made: 
(1) The educational benefit of music is expressed as an impressive force that can 

effectively monitor, sustain, promote, criticize, evaluate and correct some of 
educational program that will make children realize their potentials in life with 
accompanying goals on education for all in Nigeria. This means we need 
educational restructuring that will make the inclusion of music education in 
early childhood development a reality, because music will help to achieve 
children’s artistic potentials and strengthen their personal identity. 

(2) The time is now, when music education should be used to educate Nigerian 
children on education for all. The Nigerian government and stakeholders must 
make this visible by making the study of music a compulsory one at all levels 
of the school system from pre-primary or formative stage to tertiary 
institutions as a subject of its own right. It will be a way of training more 
qualified teachers in music who will in turn impart the desired knowledge in 
early childhood education. Parents will encourage their children to study 
music if there are employment opportunities for graduate of music. 

(3) Government must provide a unified curriculum for all subjects and fund it 
equally to reflect the goals to education for all. Music teachers need to remind 
stakeholders about valid reasons for including teaching of music in the early 
childhood curriculum for everyone to participate in the global education for 
all. That to meet one of the goals of education for all which says; expand early 
childhood care and education, funding is required for music education to 
procure some materials needed such as instructional aids, instruments and 
structures for recreational activities. Exposure to music is to share and to 
promote current ideas in early childhood. To use songs, games, play, poems, 
riddles and rhymes to teach, facilities, learning resource and playground 
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should be provided; this will arouse the interest of the children when this is 
visible. 
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