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Education is a vital instrument 
for economic development and 
societal transformation. This is in  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

accordance with the National Policy 
on Education (2004) which stipulates  
that education is an instrument par 
excellence for effecting national 
development. In line with this notion, 
UNESCO (2004) asserted that the 
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Abstract  

This paper stresses the importance of re-designing secondary school 
educational policy and programmes to achieve its goal of self reliance. 
It stresses that, if this is done, graduates/outputs equipped with the 
appropriate skills will become self employed and even employers of 
labour thereby helping to reduce unemployment. One of the objectives 
of the Basic Education, which is the first three years in secondary 
school education, is the acquisition of skills in different areas. If this 
policy and programme is implemented fully, like what operates in other 
nations such as Ghana and Japan. Nigeria will be proud of having 
enough skilled manpower. This will boast the economy and improve 
the standard of living of Nigerians. The paper also examined the 
negative effect of non-compliance with re-examining the policy and 
programmes of secondary school educational system. This might lead 
to wastage in terms of human and material resources. There will be 
high rate of unemployment which might result to poverty. 
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vision of education for sustainable 
development is a world where 
everyone has the opportunity to 
benefit from quality education and 
learn the values, behavior and 
lifestyle require for a sustainable 
future and for positive social 
transformation. It follows therefore, 
that any fundamental change in the 
intellectual as well as social outlook 
of any society must be proceed by an 
educational revolution. However, 
with the pursuit of Education for all 
(EFA) and the increased move to 
universalized access to basic 
education by the year (2015), 
Ordering, Nwaboku, Agugua and 
Odupitan (2004) were hopeful that 
there is likely going to be a multi-
fold increase in the number of 
eligible candidates for secondary 
school. That sub-sector of education 
has, in the past, as posited by Obanya 
(2002), Osokoya (2003), Ijaduola 
(2009) not been adequately provided 
for in many countries. Yet, it is the 
levels of education that should cater 
for the learning needs of adolescents 
and adults who would form the 
strong link in the population chain of 
Nigeria in the present millennium.  
 

According to Ogunsaju, (1990); 
Belllo, (1999); UNESCO, (2000); 
Aworh, (2005), for secondary school 
education in Nigeria in the new 
millennium to contribute to meeting the 

learning needs of the adolescents and 
youths who will not only fit into  the 
present Nigeria dilemma, but who 
should also play a critical role in 
resolving the dilemma, with a view of 
accomplishing millennium education 
dream, there has to be a very profound 
reform which should be guided by a new 
vision in its entirely 
 
The Concept of Self Reliance 
 Education for skill acquisition is 
an important tool for the production of 
functional members of a society. It 
sustains human beings to become 
potential self-reliant individuals. Ndan 
in Oderine and Ekpo (2005:57) noted 
that self reliance involves a set of 
activities geared towards self 
actualization through the organization of 
the general activities of the people into 
definite set of preferences and priorities 
in which one set may be admitted when 
other more important alternatives are not 
pressed. 
 
 As pointed out by Ikoku (1980), 
self-reliance is the right and ability for 
one to set goals and using one’s efforts 
to realize them as much as possible. 
Hornby, (1974) opined that self-reliance 
is “having or showing confidence in 
one’s own powers, judgment, etc”. 
Ololobou (2003) noted that self-reliance, 
as it concerns nations but does not mean 
self-sufficient or isolation from other 
nations but it is a viable development 
strategy that enables nation use their 
human and material resource to 
overcome the embarrassing state of 
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poverty, ignorance and disease. It can be 
said that self-reliance is an approach 
adopted by individuals or nations 
through one’s own available potentials 
and resources to achieve desirable 
development. 
 
 Ejoifor, (1994) opined that, the 
masses suffer various forms of hardship 
and difficulties. Natural endowments 
abound to a great extent but the vision of 
tapping them to enrich the nation is 
relegated to the background. Nigeria has 
able manpower to tap these resources 
but her people’s value system that is full 
of corruption has made the country to 
miss focus, thus self reliance is not yet 
in an appreciable level. People who go 
on living as if bribery is in their blood 
and corruption part of their culture are 
meant for underdevelopment. According 
to Ojo (2003), with self-reliance, a high 
level of employment, improved 
productivity, better living conditions for 
the Nigeria populace will be achieved. 
 
 At this level of education, the 
educational planners should not only 
create the awareness of becoming self-
reliante in its beneficiaries but should 
also equip them with the necessary tools 
with which to be self-reliant and become 
useful members of society. They should 
be able to perform certain task 
independently by providing them with 
certain traits such as integrity, honesty 
and ethical strength. Dreeben (1969: 
545) defined independence as doing 
things on one’s own, being self-reliant, 
accepting personal responsibility for 

task which under different 
circumstances one can rightly expect the 
help of others.  
  
Roles of Self-reliance in Socio-
Economic Development 
 World power is determined by a 
nation’s extent of self-reliance. An 
enviable national sovereignty in all 
ramifications is achieved when a nation 
engages in a sustainable utilization of a 
nations human and natural resources. 
Ololobou (2003) portrayed self-reliance 
as 
1. “Both individual and collective 

realization and passion for self- 
preservation through an independent 
use of available resources to meet 
individual and national goals; an 
attitude that resists oppression, 
suppression and subjugation of any 
kind. 

 
2.     A way of life by which formally 

colonized nations shun guidance and 
manipulations and accept the rigors, 
hazards and challenges of 
independence.   

 
3.    Emphasizing the human factor in the 

process of development.” 
 
  Nations, whose citizens are 
patriotic and industrious, can easily be 
self-reliant. Such is common in the 
advanced countries of the world and 
they are able to produce varieties of 
goods and services for themselves and 
for export. These great nations export 
their goods and services to less 
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developed ones which gainfully 
constitute ready markets for their 
products thereby, enriching themselves 
(the developed nations) the more. It can 
be said that self-reliance enables a 
nation to grow and develop. It is not 
advisable for a nation to depend on 
another. Many countries of the world are 
advanced in their social economic life, 
attributable to their ability to utilize 
effectively their production resources to 
attain greater heights. 
 
  Self-reliance encourages 
employment opportunities. Nwosu 
(2005) noted that employment is a 
source of income generation needed for 
a good and healthy living and prevention 
of idleness that is associated with social 
vices. Unemployment brings about 
emotional and psychological discomfort 
and social vices and retards social 
economic development. It is unfortunate 
that a lot of people in Nigeria are 
unemployed. With strong orientation 
towards self-reliance, various 
organizations and business centres can 
be created and then, the people can be 
employed for social-economic well 
being in an economy where self-reliance 
exists, social and infrastructural 
amenities are created and maintained. 
Some of the products that can be created 
through self-reliance include electricity, 
pipe-borne water, good roads, railway, 
hospitals and schools. Electricity is 
needed for domestic operation and 
provision of power for industrial 
machineries needed-for mass production 
of goods. Pipe-borne water is needed for 

domestic activities at homes and for 
effective production in industries. Good 
roads and railways are meant to convey 
goods from the area of production to the 
place of consumption, along with 
individuals for easy means of 
communication. Hospitals are meant to 
provide sound health to the people in 
order to produce effectively. It is 
believed that health is wealth, that a 
healthy nation is a productive one. 
Schools are meant to develop potentials 
of the people through education and 
training in order to possess necessary 
skills to explore and tap productive 
resources to its fullest. 
 
Re-Designing Secondary School 
Education for Self-Reliance 
  Aghenta (1983) opined, that the 
government invests so much in 
education with the notion that it can 
solve all her social, economic and 
political problems but experience has 
shown that this has not always been so. 
Indeed in some cases, education appears 
to have worsened some situation. For 
instance, education is supposed to instill 
discipline and engender honesty, hard 
work and morality. But through 
experience, indiscipline occurs in many 
aspects of our lives like in examination, 
in educational institutions, sports, in the 
use of drugs, in buses, churches and 
mosques. There are also such evils like 
dishonest practices (419), idleness or 
laziness and immoral practices 
 
  It is worst off, in the area of 
unemployment. Many graduates from 
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this level of education and even at 
higher levels are roaming the streets 
looking for “white collar jobs”. The 
quality (type) of education provided for 
the citizenry has been a source of 
concern among people. The system does 
not prepare students adequately to 
harness their potential and become self- 
employed. Moreover, many national 
plans are not actualized. Akpotu (2007) 
reported that “Nigeria launched her 
Second National Development plan 
(1970-1974)  with the cardinal 
objectives to increase per capita income, 
attain even distribution of income, 
reduction in the level of unemployment 
and underemployment, increase the 
supply of high level man power and to 
diversify the economy to attain balanced 
development. The realization of these 
cardinal development objectives has 
remained a mirage especially as the type 
of education in practice has not 
sufficiently helped the Nigeria society to 
address these problems after more than a 
hundred years of western education and 
failed attempts at development 
planning” 
 
  Moreover, the actualization of 
the Seven point Agenda, National 
Economic Empowerment and 
Development Strategy (NEEDS), 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and the New Partnership for 
Africa Development (NEPAD) are still 
sources of misery. The Nigerian 
citizenry have not been helped to 
develop meaningfully. 
 

  Studies conducted by the 
Federal Office of Statistics (FRN, 1990) 
revealed that a major source of rate of 
unemployment is the increasing 
migration of people especially youths 
from rural to urban areas in search of 
“white collar-jobs;” in addition to the 
large turnout of school leavers and 
graduates. Nevertheless, Ogunsola 
(2009) reported that “the situation of 
unemployment in Nigeria is, indeed, 
alarming. Several thousands of 
employable youths are roaming about 
the streets”. 
 
  In order to fight against this 
ugly situation amongst graduates from 
the secondary school education, it 
becomes imperative that this level of 
education should be re-designed to 
incorporate entrepreneurship education 
into the curriculum. According Paul 
(2005:18), entrepreneurship education is 
structured to achieve the following 
objectives: 
1. Offer functional education for the 

youths so as to enable them to be 
self-employed and self-reliant. 
 

2. Offer graduates adequate training 
that will enable them to be creative 
and innovative in identifying novel 
business opportunities 
 

3. Provide the young graduates with 
enough training and support that 
will enable them to establish a 
career in small and medium size 
business. 
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4. Offer graduate adequate training in 
the acquisition of skills that will 
enable them meets the manpower 
needs of society. 
 

5. To stimulate individual and 
economic growth of rural and less 
developed areas. 
 

6. To inculcate the spirit of 
perseverance in the youths and 
adults which will enable them to 
persist in any business venture they 
embark on. 

 

The Role of Entrepreneurship 
Education towards Self-Reliance in 
Nigeria 
The role of entrepreneurship education 
for employment generation in Nigeria 
includes: 
1. Industrial Development: Industry 

provides the necessities of life such 
as food, cloths and shelter. A 
modern industry has been described 
as efficient partnership between man 
and nature. So, entrepreneurship 
education equips man with technical 
skills and knowledge to transform 
raw materials into finished goods. 
Entrepreneurship education helps in 
the transfer of technology that leads 
to industrial development of a 
nation. 

 

2.  Job Creation: Entrepreneurship 
education helps to expand 
productivity and through this means, 
technology is improved. It equips 
people with technical, managerial, 
accounting, planning, conceptual, 
and entrepreneurship skills that are 

necessary to succeed in business 
ventures. It is a powerful engine to 
wealth and job creation. It helps to 
create new markets; it helps in the 
transformation of economics and 
commercialization of new products 
which help to improve the standard 
of living of the people. It helps 
nations to generate revenue through 
business activities and creates self-
employment.   

 

The level of employment 
generation of any nation is a 
measure of its entrepreneurship 
education. The Nigeria economy has 
improved due to the encouragement 
of small-scale business. “Education 
is a critical type of investment for 
the development of the state. An 
abundant and increasing supply of 
highly educated people has become 
the absolute prerequisite for social 
and economic development in the 
society” 
 

Nwosu and Nnabunyi 
(2005) noted that, a crucial 
education needed for self-reliance is 
entrepreneurship education. To 
enhance the technological status of 
Nigeria, practical works in 
technology education should be of 
good standard to enable students 
appreciation scientific concepts and 
develop skills that can bring about 
self-reliance. 

 

Conclusion 
 The programme on poverty 
alleviation and/or other strategies aimed 
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at reducing unemployment and 
improving the standard of living of the 
people may not yield any positive results 
unless graduates from all levels of 
education are equipped with skills with 
which to be self-reliance. It is only when 
they posses the confidence and 
entrepreneurship skills that they can 
venture into different sectors of the 
Nigeria economy. This will result in 
increased per capita income, greater 
equalization of income and decreasing 
unemployment. All these will lead to 
improvement of standard of living. The 
greater weapon against poverty is 
education and any other form of  
education that does not equip its 
beneficiaries with skills to be self-reliant 
is a faulty system of education. 
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