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Abstract

In Nigeria, the reading culture of students in the Junior Secondary
School, is waning gradually. From observation, there is a decline in
students performance in English language — skills; emphasis of this
paper is on reading culture, which has declined as a result of numerous
challenges among which are: students personal attitudes, poor state of
library or no library at all in some schools, poverty and families
background, school environment and teaching methods. This paper
therefore formulated four research questions to guide the study,
through simple random sampling; ten public urban junior second
schools in the Delta Central Senatorial District of Delta state sampled.
Structured questionnaires were administered to respondents. The data
collected were presented using tables and percentages. Besides, the
strategies for improving reading culture of students were outlined.
Finally, conclusion and recommendation proffered.

Keywords: Public JSS education, and development of his society and
language, Reading culture, nation. It is a critical sector whose
Education. performance directly affect and even

Education, an indispensable tool
in nation building is a process of
systematic training and instruction
designed to transmit knowledge and
acquisition of skills, potentials and
abilities which will enable an individual
to contribute meaningfully to the growth

determines the quality and magnitude of
Africa’s overall development.
Education is the cornerstone of
development especially in developing
countries such as Nigeria. It is now
been acknowledged that education for
all is crucial to national development
and so must be tackled from the basis. It
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has come to be known that the
educational quality of a country speaks
of the country. Education is learning
which could be formal or informal in
nature. It takes place every day of our
lives and can only be done by an
individual, it cannot be done for anyone.

The Education For All (EFA)
Global Monitoring report (2006) stated
that literacy is a foundation of learning,
while schooling is the principal route for
acquiring reading, writing and the
numeracy skills. Tacking the global
literacy challenges in a developing
world like Nigeria, education for all, is a
moral and developmental imperative.
This is rendered more urgent by
globalization which is further increasing
the demand for literacy in multiple
language (EFA, GMR, 2005). Thus, to
improve Junior Secondary School
Students  performance in  English
Language reading culture is an
important factor. For, if you have to be
a leader tomorrow you have to be a
reader today. Reading for all, is a way
forward to improving and enhancing the
performance of students in studying
English Language especially as a second
language.

English Language and the Nigerian
Society

The English language is the
mother tongue of the British and it
originated from England. Over the
years, English language has became a
universal  language spreading its
influence all over the globe and through

all social, political and geographical
spheres of life. English language has the
richest vocabulary and the greatest
number of speakers worldwide. Jegede
(1990) asserted that English language, as
a second language of some six hundred
million people, is represented in every
part of the settled world. Continuing, he
noted that, seventy percent (70%) of the
radio programme of the world is
broadcast in English language and thus,
it is currently the language of scientific
writing.

In Nigeria, English language
was adopted as a language of wider
communication in 1862, when Lagos
was formerly established by the British
invaders. In 1882, there was the
enactment of an education ordinance
which made English the language of
instruction in schools. Thus, the English
language was adopted as the language of
instruction to teach other subjects. The
importance of English language in
Nigeria, is further affirmed by scholars,
like Odebunmi (2001) who asserted that
English language is the sole medium of
instruction from the primary to tertiary
institution. It is playing a very crucial
role in education as a foundation for the
award of certificates at any level of
education and in all government
examinations, a credit pass in English
language was and is still a condition as
the subject of study in the school system
cannot be over emphasize.  Salami
(2002) affirmed this crucial importance
of English language in improving
communication among the various
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ethnic groups In Nigeria, when he
highlighted the need for improving the
quality of spoken and written English
among school children.

However, one of the recent
educational problem of public interest is
the poor level of performance especially
in public examination (Kolawole and
Dele, 2002). The poor level of
achievement in other subjects area may
be due to poor foundation in the English
language. This is the view of Egbule
(2000), when he penned that; “learning
is only done by living organism and
similar context, education only by
human beings” hence the art of reading
which is a human process, is an
important and essential aspect of English
language that a student must develop.

The importance of reading in
learning and in education generally is
evident enough. However, with
particular reference to learning in
Nigeria, we need to consider the place of
English language because that is the
language that is today the medium of
learning, especially beyond the third
year of schooling.

The importance of English
language in the world and by
implication in Nigeria cannot be over
flogged as it has bearings on Nigerian
learners as world citizens. English as a
language is used by a quarter of the
whole world, as it is virtually the
language used by most people in the
world as there is no other language that

IS spoken by many people. Besides, it is
a dynamic language which has a strong
build in the curriculum of virtually every
country, Nigeria inclusive.  Moreso,
most of the new media have some
programmes in the English language.
Besides, in this era of technological
development, ICT explosion has lent
credence to programmes in English
language than in any other language.
This is to say in every country of the
world, you can receive English language
programmes on television.

It has been established that
about half of the mails that go from one
part of the world to another are in
English. Worthy of mention, is that
research reports/ findings round the
world are in English language. This
goes to establish while reading culture
should be established at the Junior
Secondary School level of education in
Nigeria, because, if one has to be a
serious scholar, there is no way one can
ignore English language entirely; for “if
you want to be a leader tomorrow, be a
reader today”.

Reading Culture and the Nigeria
Society

Reading is a fundamental step to
any formal learning situation. It is an
act that is capable of transforming an
individual’s life and the entire society
through the knowledge acquired. In the
words of Sisulu (2004) reading is one of
the fundamental building blocks of
learning. reading improves
understanding.
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Hornby (2006) defined reading
as the activity of somebody who reads.
In other words, it is a way of
understanding  letters, words and
sentences to discern ideas expressed;
reading should be a way of life of any
student who aspires to excel in English
language and have a mastery of the
subject. Reading can be anchored on
special skills and strategies which
cannot be innately acquired. It must be
taught, and that, in order for a student to
be adequately empowered with reading
as a lifelong skill, there must be a
collaboration between the home, the
school and the society.

Knowledge is locked up in
books and only those who can read the
books will be able to access it.
Knowledge unused, untapped continues
to lie fallow. Besides, only the educated
person can lay claim to the knowledge
contained in books so, the highly
educated person is most likely to possess
the knowledge. Sadly enough, illiterates
do not have access to the knowledge.
This means to be highly knowledgeable,
you must be able to read, therefore, the
more or higher ones reading skill is, the
more chances of gaining knowledge.
Sadly, also, so many educated people
are poor readers. Research findings in
Nigeria have shown that Nigeria learners
are poor readers, from two view points
as stated in FGN/UBE, 2011, manual on
phonics and oral English;

(i) Most Nigerian learners are slow
readers. You listen to a Nigerian

educated person reading at a speed
of 80 words per minute as against
about 350 words per minute
attained by secondary school
students in Britain. That means if a
Nigerian and a Briton, were given
the same book to read, the Briton
would complete his own reading
with a quarter of the time it would
take the Nigerian to read through.

(i) Most Nigerian learners
comprehend what to read very
poorly. Using the same illustration
- Nigeria and Briton, if given the
same comprehension question to
answer, the Briton, would score
highly. This is a sad fact, but it is
the reality from research findings
(FGN/UBE, 2011, manual on
phonics and oral English).

From what has been stated
above, one acquires knowledge through
reading which facilitates his
socialization and get abreast with the
world. Put together, to function well in
this modern world, you must be able to
read, and read well indeed. However,
the very reason why most people do not
read well is a poor foundation at their
early stages.

Culture on the other hand, is the
totality of way of life of a people that
make members learn, share (knowledge)
and is socially transmitted from one
generation to another (Richard, 2004).
According to Kendall (2003), culture is
the knowledge, value, customs and
material objects that are passed from
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person to person in human group or
society.

Onokerhoraye (1988) defined
culture as “the total way of life of a
society. It is made up of members,
customs, tradition and beliefs, language
...”. Taylor in Ezewu (1983) saw culture
as that complex whole which included
knowledge, arts, etc.

Reading  culture  therefore,
means a deliberate way of cultivating a
reading habit by a student on a
consistent basis. According to Etim
(2007), basic literacy means an
individual’s ability to read, write and
speak English. Reading is the
cornerstone of learning. learning takes
place everyday of man’s life and can be
done by an individual, it cannot be done
for anyone. Reading culture makes for
efficiency in reading.  Someone is
efficient, when he is almost perfect in a
particular respect - reading for instance.
An efficient reader therefore, is one who
is able to read through any print-material
and be able to comprehend what he read.
Beside, efficiency in reading, reading
implies the followings:

1. Ability to reading very rapidly — an
efficient reader should not have to
spend long minutes or hours going
through a short passage or book
chapter.

2. Ability to comprehend what has
been read — the ideal is to be able to
read rapidly and be able to recall
everything that one has read.

3. Ability to read with high flexibility
degree — the idea here is that one
should learn to read fast, and then
learn to adjust your reading to suit
the material and the purpose.

Of these ingredients mentioned
above that promote reading inefficiency,
one must love reading i.e., develop
reading culture.

Concept of Reading Culture

In the public junior secondary
schools in Nigeria, in the words of
Sisulu (2004) reading is one of the
building blocks of learning. It is an
aspect of learning that calls for attention
in the school system. Reading is
essential to full participation in modern
society. It adds quality to life, provides
access to culture and cultural heritage,
empowers and  emancipates  the
individual. A student who has
developed a reading culture will develop
skills that will enhance educational
activities and, will possess the ability to
learn/study English language effectively.
The saying goes: teach a child to read
and you have made a king.

Therefore, developing a reading
culture among junior students in the
public secondary schools, involve
participation of students, parents,
teachers, government and  other
stakeholders in the educational system.
In the Nigeria school curriculum,
Universal Basic Education (UBE) as
contained in National Policy of
Education (NPE, 2004) covers nine
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years of schooling for children of age 6-

15 years, it include:

(i) Early childhood care Development
and Education (ECCDE) or
Preschool/Nursery/Kindergarten.

(if) Six years of primary education and,;

(iii) Three years of junior secondary
education (Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 2004).

According to Nissien, (2007)
reading habit is the use of reading as a
regular activity. It is the cultivation of
an attitude and possession of skills that
make reading a pleasurable, regular
activity.

In fact, because of the vital
place of reading in learning,
government, teachers, parents,
clubs/writers and stakeholders in the
educational sector have established
different  bodies like Reading
Association of Nigeria (RAN), to
promote reading culture in students.
RAN’s culture of reading campaign
started with “creating book collections”
in schools. in its first phase, Fiona
Lovatt’s books and Global literacy
project were the two international bodies
that donated to this project from 2004-
2006.

However, these efforts yielded
little or no results for numerous
challenges confronting the development
of reading culture among students. This
gradual waning reading culture of
students over the years can be traced to
the following:

1. Students poor attitude towards
reading.

2. Libraries (poor state of library or
no library).

3. Poverty and family background.

4.  Learning environment.

5. Teaching methods.

Nissien (2007) asserted that the
cause of poor reading culture or skills in
students is as a result of; slow
comprehension rate, slow reading rate,
difficulty in distinguishing main ideas
from irrelevant details, inadequate
vocabularies or word power, inadequate
reading interest and habits, distraction
from irrelevant reading materials. In the
view of Adiniyi (2002) attitude is a
learned orientation or  disposition
towards an object or situation that
provides a tendency to respond
favourably to the object a situation. She
further stressed that attitudes are
inherited or genetically endowed and
that they tend to persist. Attitude is a
construct which can only be interred
through behaviour. This means that
ones attitude towards a thing could be as
a result of mutual love or hatred and it
could be external influences that
contribute to the formation of such
attitudes. One might be right to say that
attitudes are learnt.

In developed countries parents
read to their unborn child and continue
even after birth of the child until the
child develops a passion for reading.
The reverse is the case in the Nigeria set
up, parents/guardians hardly read not to
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talk of transferring such culture to their
wards/children. There is therefore, the
tendency for the student to feel that he
does not need to read to “succeed” in
life. Children learn by example. The
unreading parents are copied at the end
they perform badly in examination
especially in core subjects like the
English language.

The advent of the new
information technologies such as the
internet, televisions, home videos,
handsets have not helped matters.
Students can no longer write simple
correct sentences. They prefer to spend
long hours watching movies, playing
CDs, surfing the internet, sending sms
messages and go parting instead of
reading books.

In life, everybody desires to
improve self and live a better life, no
human being wants to live a static life.
Since, English language is associated
with a rise in social ladder, there is the
need for it to be positively evaluated and
also be learnt/studied. = The market
woman (traders) uses it to solicit for
patronage from customers. Most parents
also go to the extent of employing the
services of reputable teachers of the
English language to teach their children
after school. Students should be
encouraged to make out time for the
study and perform well by developing a
reading culture.

Poor library services is another
factor challenging the improvement of
reading culture in junior public

secondary schools. Libraries are ill-
equipped and in some cases not
available.  Lamenting the poor state
provision of libraries and resources in
most primary and junior public
secondary schools in Nigeria, Fadero
(2007) pointed that inadequate provision
of libraries in schools is plaguing
education in Nigeria. From North to
South and from East to West of the
country, public junior secondary schools
and even the foundation system of
education (the primary) generally are
without libraries to support teaching,
learning and the curriculum.
Furthermore, the effort of the Nigeria
government to promote education and
literacy using the Universal Basic
Education (UBE) as a case study has
failed because there was no provision of
school library’s in the implementation of
the programmes, (Federo and Unagha,
2008).

Lawal, Odusanya and Amusa
(2004) conducted a survey on the use of
libraries in Nigeria, and revealed that;
Some primary and secondary schools
were visited to see physically the
condition of the libraries in such
schools. The findings show that
libraries are almost non-existent in
primary schools while a few secondary
schools have what could be referred to
as reading rooms. These cases are
pitiable and a great challenge to the
improvement of reading culture.

Poverty and family background
constitute  another  challenge  to
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developing a reading culture by junior
public secondary school students. Oni,
et al (2003) in Education for Millennium
Development, described poverty as a
phenomenon that is affected by other
conditions such as inequality, ineffective
government policies, and drought among
others. Students spend time before and
after school on home chores, sales of
petty articles — (hawking items), go into
farm just to support their parents. Child
labour becomes the order of the day. As
a result, students hardly have time to
read. They become tired after the day’s
work. Gbadamosi, (2007) reasoned that
the low rate of reading habit and culture
among Nigerians is caused by
multiganed varied factors which include:
The learning environment which include
the student, physical structures, teachers,
teaching methods and the classrooms are
also challenges to developing a reading
culture. The learning environment of
the students is noisy, surrounded by
distractions and other barriers. These
forms can not enhance junior secondary
school students reading culture. Ayeni
and Atanda (2003) noted that
classrooms, furniture, equipment and
other facilities are very inadequate,
while Aderogun (2001) noticed that high
students’ teacher ratio has effect on the
teaching/learning  of the  English
language.

English language is relatively
not our mother tongue; therefore, to
improve students preference in English
language, we have to develop a reading
culture. It is the place of the teacher, to

assist the students to develop this
attitude. The skills of teachers
especially at the junior secondary school
to teach reading and make students
imbibe the reading culture are limited
and inconsistent.

In addition, the teaching of basic
reading skills, giving of assignments are
not emphasized. The time allotted to
teaching English language is not
enough. Teaching  methodology
employed by English language teachers,
is not suitable to accommodate the
different academic levels of the students.
Teachers should use varying methods to
inculcate sustainable reading culture in
students which will enhance their
performance in English language study.

No doubt, the intricacy involved
in the learning of a second language
obviously demand a good study habits
from students, which is a way which can
be achieved through the help of their
teachers. This could be done by giving
assignment to students in English
language at regular intervals.

The task for improving and
developing reading culture in students is
for all and sundry. These include
family, teachers, libraries,
philanthropist, the media, religious
bodies, government, non-governmental
organized bodies, among others.

Together with other
stakeholders, an effective campaign can
be launched to make the culture of
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reading sustainable; such campaigns
should attract the support of newspaper
publishers.

Another very vital strategy for
consideration is training of English
language teachers in effective reading
methods so that they can attract and
retain the attention of children to read.
The two methods for introducing
reading to learners that are still in
practice should be de-emphasize the
spelling method and the whole language
methods. The spelling method makes
students stick to spelling of words in
their effort to read, even much later in
life while, the whole language method
where students are encouraged to
memorize words as whole units, by
introducing  connected words and
sentences to learners. It calls for note
that for every method of teaching any
concept, there are bound to be several
others which have been tried before it.
And so if the education of our young
ones is very important to us, every effort
should be made to ensure that they are
well taught.  Various methods and
approaches should be tried to get the
best result. One of the methods aside
the two mentioned above is the phonic
method, which teaches children to
“sound out” new words.  This is
recommended at the beginners level -
the primary school (FNG/UBE, 2011).
It is the view of this paper that teachers
who are the vehicle of movement in the
context of this writer up, should be
given preparation causes in English
language methodology and be on line

with new research methodology in
improve reading efficiency of their
students.

Not left out of this are the
teacher training institutions: Colleges of
Education and the Faculty of Education
in Higher School System. In the
universities, the preparation content
should go beyond reading and writing
part 1 and Il. Writing should have a
place as it goes beyond composition and
essay writing as obtained in our junior
public secondary schools.

In summary, improving the
reading culture of students in our public
junior secondary schools, Obanya,
(2003) categorized three strategies:

1. Promoting reading and use of
libraries;

2. Improvement in the social and
reading infrastructure; and

3. The development of extension
services.

Conclusion

The facts remain that reading
culture of students is on the decline.
This is caused by numerous and multi
faceted challenges. The most prominent
of these challenges is the near total lack
of functional modern libraries in the
public junior secondary schools. Books
and libraries are essential especially in
this information age where knowledge
and information have acquired the
materiality of capital and commaodity,
whose uneven accumulation will dictate
the wealth of countries or otherwise.
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Poverty and family background
constitutes another major challenge the
school environment which includes the
students,  structures, teachers and
teaching methods are also part of the
challenges. Teachers emphasize note
learning rather than comprehension in
their teaching methodology.

Recommendations

Based on the research findings
and conclusion drawn, the following
recommendations were made:

1. The environment should be
consciously established. To this
end, there will be need to offer
access to reading rooms and reading
materials. Libraries should be
established and well equipped with
adequate reading material and
furnisher as libraries have a historic
mission of  fostering literacy
learning. Reading must be
encouraged at all levels of learning
from the primary to tertiary.

2. Moreso, government should take the
challenge of adequately funding the
education sector. UNESCO, has
given a minimum percentage of
twenty-six percent, the Nigerian
government should take a start from
there, and education funds should be
properly expended. Educated and
literate parents should lead by
example — Read! If their children
see them read, they will love to read
too.

3. The establishment of the National
Commission of Libraries (NCL) and
the state Commission of Libraries
(SCL) should be thought about. The
school  curriculum  should be
revisited to create in the school
system i.e. school timetable, library
period. Moreso, a state of the art
publishing firm library should be
established, family libraries not left
out.  Library period should be
allotted junior secondary 1-3 at least
two hours in a week. In boarding
schools, evening prep which is
usually between the hours of 4-6pm
should be set aside for library use.

4. In addition, philanthropist and other
spirited individuals should come up
as well to establish organizations for
promoting reading culture. They
can also donate books to schools and
public libraries in order to promote
reading culture. Parents should in
their monthly budget plan to buy
books (including supplementary)
and other materials for their
children. Reduce the house chores
so that children have enough time to
read at home.

As a matter of policy government

should;

a. Invest in the development and
maintenance of school and
community libraries.

b. Equip the libraries with modern
books.
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c. Employ librarians to manage the
libraries.

d. Review the curriculum to
accommodate reading periods in
the school time table.

e. Employ enough English language
teachers.

f. Send English teachers for
refreshers training in modern
methods  of  teaching the
language.

g. Monitoring and supervising class
activities should be encourage
(by head of subject).

h. Re-furbish  school buildings,
electricity and water system in
the schools.

i. Imbibe the culture of peaceful
living and  promotion  of
democratic ideals.

Eikenberry (2006) suggested the
following steps;

Always have a book around,
set at reading goal, keep a log of
what have been read each day, keep a
list of things you want to read in
future, turn off the TV set when you
start scanning the channels to find
something to watch, listen when you
can’t read, join a reading club, visit

the library or book store often, build
your own strategy (decide when
reading fits your schedule) and drop
everything and read (DEAR).
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