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The task towards poverty eradication and self reliance is a
global challenge. This is as a result of the high population of
people living below poverty level both in Nigeria and in
other countries. The task of tackling the problem involves
the education sector. This is because education is responsible
for manpower production through the school system.
Secondary education is a good base upon which poverty
eradication effort can be laid. Among other things, the
curriculum of secondary school was advocated to be related
to contemporary life challenges and to be eclectic.
Recommendations were made. The above forms the major

thrust of this paper.

Education is an  important
instrument  for  achieving  national
development and this explains the reason
for heavy investment by different nations
in that sector. Nigeria is not an exception
to the rule of development through
education. This is the reason behind the
philosophy of education as an instrument
par excellence for effecting national
development as entrenched in the national
policy on education (FRN, 2004).

It is through the process of
education that knowledge is generated for
the transformation and advancement of
both the individual and the society. It is the

building block for social, economic and
industrial development (Olodu, 2011). The
level of sophistication attained by various
countries as regards poverty reduction, self
reliance,  scientific, economic  and
technological development cannot be
divorced from gigantic strives made in the
educational system.

Curriculum is the medium through
which societal expectations in education
are articulated and projected. The success
or failure of the curriculum at different
stages will to a large extent determine the
operational success or failure of the entire
educational system.
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Secondary education is a vital
level of the school system in Nigeria. The
experiences provided for learners at the
secondary level will determine the extent
to which they can confront the challenges
of adult life. In the light of the above, this
paper will examine the curriculum
implications of tackling poverty and
ensuring self reliance at the secondary
level of education.

Education, Poverty Eradication and Self
Reliance

Education is a catalyst for
development. It is the process through
which an individual can acquire positive
values and necessary skills for self
improvement. It is also through education
that an individual can attain physical,
social, moral and economic development.

As part of the effort to ensure that
adequate manpower is produced at the
various levels through the educational
system, policies are articulated and
produced as a guide for practice. The

National Policy on Education (2004)

stipulated that education is aimed at:

1. Inculcation of national consciousness
and national unity.

2. Inculcation of the right types of values
and attitudes for the survival of the
individual and the Nigerian society.

3. Training of the mind in the
understanding of the world around

4. Acquisition of appropriate ability and
competencies both mental and physical
as equipment for an individual to live
and contribute to the development of
the society.
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This is the link between education,
poverty reduction and self reliance
The fourth part of the provision above has
brought to the fore, the desire of the
government to ensure that through
education, people can be equipped with
various skills, abilities and competencies in
utilizing their brains and their physical
potentials for sustenance. The reason for
this articulation is to fight the poverty level
among the populace using education as a
virile weapon.

The poverty level at the dawn of
the 21% century according to Osamwonyi
(2009) as cited by lyamu and Owenvbiugie
(2010) was above 1.3 million people
across sub-Saharan Africa, Asia and Latin
America. Poverty is an appalling situation
in which individuals cannot provide for
themselves the basic necessities of life
such as food, clothing, shelter and the
required resources to solve exigencies of
life.

While citing various sources on the
increasing level of poverty in Nigeria,
lyamu and Owenvbiugie stated that in the
1960’s about 15% of Nigerians were poor.
This percentage increased to thirty in the
1980°s and sixty six as at 1996 where
Nigeria was ranked by the United Nations
poverty index as the 25" poorest nations in
the world. As at 2008, they stated that
about 70% of Nigerians live below the
poverty level. This is a frightening figure
that requires urgent attention.

Poverty is a great threat to Nigeria
because when people are not productively
engaged, they are easily recruited into
criminal acts. The urge to produce learners



that are resourceful, creative and
imaginative has become a serious
challenge to the educational system in
Nigeria due to the limited availability of
paid jobs. Secondary level of education is a
good area where the foundation for poverty
eradication and self reliance can be
approached.

Secondary Education in Perspective

The secondary level of education
in Nigeria is very essential because most of
the learners are at the level of transiting
from children to adolescents and young
adults. Most of the decisions about what
the students want to do and the career they
wish to pursue in life are usually made and
nurtured at the level of secondary school.

The National Policy on Education
(FRN, 2004) stipulates the goals of
secondary education (both junior and
senior) as to:

i. Provide all primary school leavers
with the opportunity for education of
a higher level, irrespective of sex,
social status, religious or ethnic
background.

ii.  Offer diversified curriculum to cater
for the differences in talents,
opportunities and future roles.

iii. Provide trained manpower in the
applied science, technology and
commerce at sub-professional grades.

iv. Develop and promote Nigerian
languages, art and culture in the
context of world’s cultural heritage.

v. Inspire students with a desire for self
improvement and achievement of
excellence.
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vi. Foster national unity with an
emphasis on the common ties that
unite us in our diversity.
vii. Raise a generation of people who can
think for themselves, respect the
views and feelings of others, respect
the dignity of labour, appreciate those
values specified under our broad
national goals and live as good
citizens.
Provide technical knowledge and
vocational  skills necessary for
agricultural, industrial, commercial
and economic development.

viii.

In the implementation action for
the realization of the national goals as it
affects senior secondary school, the
national policy (FRN, 2004) makes
provision for six compulsory subjects,
eighteen vocational elective subjects and
sixteen non-vocational elective subjects.

While the students at the senior
secondary level are to offer all the six core
subjects, they are to pick a minimum of
one and maximum of two from the non-
compulsory electives. At the junior level
they are to offer all subjects including
introductory technology.

From the above stated objective, it
is expected that secondary school leavers
should be creative, entrepreneurially
developed and be able to carry out
activities that are resourceful so as to
contribute to national development (Olodu,
2011). This will also contribute to the
challenge posed by high level of poverty.
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The acquisition of self help skills
among learners at secondary level is highly
imperative because when they start
engaging themselves in  productive
ventures, it will become difficult to recruit
them into violent acts and crimes. A
creative secondary school student will not
be easily influenced or recruited into
political thuggery, drug addiction, social
sex working, religious fundamentalism and
ethnic bigotry.  Indeed, if youths in
Nigerian secondary schools are properly
equipped with skills most of them will not
end up as armed robbers, cultists and
kidnappers. These anti-social behaviours
are ruining many young men in Nigeria.

Implications for
Curriculum
Education process is not complete
without a blueprint that maps out the
direction to be followed not only in the
classroom learning, but also in the overall

Secondary School

development of the individual learner.
Curriculum is the instrument through
which educational policies and

programmes are given practical effect in
the form of teaching and learning.
Curriculum according to Robinson (1980):

Denotes those experiences and
activities which are devised by the
school or other institutions of
learning for the purpose of changing
a learner’s behaviour, acquiring or
reinforcing  certain  skills and
preparing him to fit into his society.
It takes into account all forms of
activities that contribute to the
learner’s  mental, psychological,
social and physical growth.
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Meeting the challenges of adequate skills
acquisition in the curriculum of secondary
level of education in Nigeria, “is not only
topical but also timely particularly at this
period when people share common
concerns with regard to educational system
and programmes, relevance of education
for all and meeting the learning needs of
young people and adults” (Okobiah, 2010).
If entrepreneurial skill is to be acquired,
certain aspects of secondary school
curriculum ought to be addressed.

The implication is to adapt the
curriculum of secondary school to the
contemporary life challenges of
joblessness of product of the school
system. In so doing the learner is to
appreciate that there is significant
reduction in opportunities for
employment both in public and private
enterprises and therefore a need for a
fall back on the body of knowledge and
skills to be utilized for self survival in the
absence of a paid job.

In this regard, a well planned
curriculum that is capable of developing in
learners the ability to understand life in the
community and society at large is most
desired (Kanu, 2010). At present, this
orientation is lacking in the curriculum of
secondary schools in Nigeria. The Nigerian
Educational Research and Development
Council is highly commended for
proposing 24 entrepreneurship subjects
into the secondary school curriculum for
learners to choose from.



It is also worthy to note that the
compulsory subjects at the senior level of
secondary education in Nigeria are too
theoretical in orientation. This explains
why many senior secondary school
students are more interested in the grades
they will make in the final external
examination by the West African
Examination Council (WAEC) and the
National Examination Council (NECO) as
against the level of entrepreneurial skills
that they have acquired and are taking out
of the system. It is surprising that areas

that ought to have enhanced skill
acquisition  like  Agriculture,  Auto-
mechanics, Building Construction,

Computer Education, Electronics, Clothing
and Textiles, Food and Nutrition, Metal
work, Technical Drawing, Woodwork,
Fine Art and Music are classified as
electives (FRN, 2004). By relegating these
areas into an insignificant aspect of
learning, the system has largely
contributed to the non-acquisition of
poverty eradication skills by students.

The essence of introductory
technology at the junior level of secondary
education should be critically appraised.
This has become imperative as many
learners at that level cannot properly
appreciate the need for skills acquisition
due to their young age. It will be better if
the subject is upgraded to the senior level
where learners are more matured. In this
case, they can be taught a skill of their
choice and certified proficient in that skill
before graduation.
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In this process, they will be
observed while in the school to see how
they will be able to put what they have
learnt into practice.

The educational system in Nigeria
has not adequately enjoyed the dividends
of introductory technology because it is at
a level where the impact will not be
adequately felt. The effective use of
introductory technology skill will be a
great leap in poverty eradication and self
reliance effort.

The curriculum should also be
concerned with the level and quality of
instruction in secondary schools. The bane
of the instructional process is that it is
largely devoid of practical engagement by
learners even in science and vocational
subjects.

This is not supposed to be the case
as it does not promote skill acquisition for
poverty eradication. According to Olodu
(2011), “teaching in secondary schools
should be done to develop the creative
ability  instead of majoring on
theoretical/cognitive  knowledge. This
does not promote sustainable national
development”.  The level of decay of
introductory technology equipment in
many secondary schools in Nigeria is an
indication of the practical instructional
paucity in schools.

It is also desired that the
curriculum of secondary schools should be
eclectic to accommodate both those
aspiring to further their education and
those opting for entrepreneurship centres
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because after secondary school, those that
cannot make it to tertiary institutions are
usually derogatorily referred to as drop out
in the society. But if there is a process of
keeping in touch with them by the school
to see how they utilize acquired skills, they
will be deterred from engaging in anti-
social activities. According to Agetue and
Nnamdi (2011), when many of the
products of the school system are exposed
to the nitty-gritty of establishing and
managing enterprises successfully in the
formal and informal education system, it
will inspire significant number of the
graduates to venture into the world of
enterprise so as to be successful. In this
way, such acquired skills will be beneficial
to the school and the society.

Conclusion

Today in Nigeria, the level of
unemployment among graduates of tertiary
institutions is very alarming. This is not
good as it amounts to serious economic
wastage on the person and the society.
Worse still, products of secondary schools
without job are simply regarded as drop
out due to their lack of skills to engage
themselves. Therefore, when those with
enabling professional skills are without
jobs, the fate of those with no requisite
skill is better observed than imagined.
The inadequate provision of enforcement
procedure in the secondary curriculum for
skill acquisition is not doing enough justice
towards the eradication of poverty. It is
thus the contention of this paper that
adequate  practical  preparation and
effective  teaching and  monitoring
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procedure should become part and parcel
of curriculum delivery at the senior
secondary level of education in Nigeria so
as to enhance the fight against poverty as
well as entrench self reliance ability of the
learners

Recommendations
In view of the necessity of poverty

eradication and self reliance to national

development, this paper is putting forward
the following recommendations:

i.  That the secondary school curriculum
should be adapted to the reality of
making the learners aware of lack of
paid jobs and hence the need for them
to prepare themselves for self created
jobs

ii. The acquisition of a particular skill
should be made a condition for
graduation from senior secondary
school just like the possession of
result from external examinations.

iii. Vocational elective subjects should be
advanced to compulsory status so that
learners can pick areas they are
interested in.

iv. Introductory technology should be
upgraded from the junior secondary to
the senior secondary level so that it’s
impact among the learners can be felt.

v. An elective curriculum that offers
learners different opportunities as
against preparing them mostly for
tertiary education should be designed
for secondary education.
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