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Abstract 
Educational inequality in Nigeria in respect of gender  
disparity are taken for granted, this is because  there is a 
general assumption that both male and  female have equal 
access  to education. But a critical review of formal and 
informal education in Nigerian context shows disparity as   a 
result of gender. This disparity is glaring when we consider 
the number of women holding leadership positions at various 
levels of government. This paper is focused on the effects of 
equal educational opportunities irrespective of gender to the 
overall development of a country. It also considered causes 
of educational disparities and possible solution. There is a 
great need to correct these factors affecting education of the 
girl-child. The paper recommended the need for the 
government to grant free and compulsory  education to all 
her citizens irrespective of gender, the  girls should be  
encouraged  by giving equal employment  opportunities with 
their male counterparts  . The paper suggested  that 
enlightenment  programmes should  be organized for parents 
on those aspects of the culture, belief, and life dispositions 
toward education that could cause  gender disparity in the 
society. 
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Education brings about desirable and 
qualitative change in the lives of 
individuals and the society. Such 
changes include intellectual political, 
social, economic, cultural religious and 
psychological. It is an instrument for 
personal development and a determinant of 
national wealth and development. 
 

According to Ekpiwre (2009) for 
the individual, whether male or female, 
education unlocks the door to success in 
life. The social status of an educated 
individual  is enhanced in society as it is a 
ladder for the upward social mobility. The 
acquisition of qualitative education enables 
an individual to contribute positively to 
national development. The major aim 
ofeducation in every nation is to advance 
development; to provide an enabling 
environment for every citizen to gain and 
exercise his or her right in terms of 
productivity. 

 
 Enoh (2000) maintains that 
education in every society envisages the 
development of personal, social, economic 
and political value. These values are not 
gender labeled or gender restricted but are 
universal values that are open to all to 
ensure optimal happiness in life by all. 
 
 Education also provides them with 
the means to participate fully in their 
communities (UNESCO, 2000). In 
recognizing this, the National Policy on 
Education aptly adopted education as an 
instrument par excellence for effecting 
national development. Education, 

according to the United Nations Children 
fund UNICEF, (2004), is a fundamental 
human right and a key factor in reducing 
poverty and child labour as well as 
promoting sustainable development. 
 
 The basic reason for the 
establishment of schools for children in all 
countries   of the world is to provide 
educational opportunities to the children 
and integrate them into their societies. It is 
also to prepare them to be functional 
citizens who will be able to contribute their 
quota to the development of their societies, 
families and help them live a normal life. 
These objectives are in line with the 
Universal Declaration on human Right in 
1949 and United Nations General 
Assembly Charter of 1959 and the United 
Nations convention on the Right of the 
Child of 1989 which saw education as a 
human right issue (UNICEF, 2004). Based 
on these rights and conventions, all 
children regardless of sex should be given 
access to education by the year 2015. To 
make this realistic, the Federal 
Government of Nigeria is not left out in 
this universal effort to provide education 
for all. This is evident in the number of 
policies initiated in this regard such as the 
Universal  Primary Education (UPE) of 
1976, The Universal Basic Education 
(UBE) launched in 1999 which has raised 
slogans such as “Education For All” by the 
year 2000 and later extended to 2015. 
 
 The National Policy on Education 
(FRN,1981) provides equal educational 
opportunities to both boys and girls yet 
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educational equality is a challenge to the 
Nigerian educational system, mostly in 
relation to  access to equal and quality 
education by both sexes. The points of 
disparity are in gender inequality, rural 
urban imbalance  in education and general 
in equality in favour of the male against 
the female in Nigeria’s education 
institution at all levels. It is against this 
background that efforts towards promoting 
gender equality, promoting parity and 
assured provision of educational equality 
that Millennium Development Goal  
(MDGs) number  three is  aimed at. This 
goal seeks to promote gender equality and 
empowerment for women in Nigeria. 
This is capable of providing  opportunity 
for attaining gender equality in education 
economy, politics  and social endeavours 
in the society. 
 
Gender Differential in Education 
 All over the world, girls’ 
enrolments tend to have gone upwards. 
Thirty years ago girls represented 38 
percent of primary school enrolments in 
low-income countries while boys 
represented 62 percent. Today, the genders 
gap has narrowed down to girls 
representing 48 percent while boys 
represent 52 percent of primary school 
enrolments (OECD/UNESCO, 2005) . 
Gross enrolment, rates for girls in some 
low income countries has gone up from 52 
percent to 94 percent over the period. 
 

Between 1999 and 2006, the 
percentage of the children who are not in 
school declined  rapidly from about  100 

million to about  75 million, however, girls 
still constitute 55 percent of all the 
children not attending school. This is a 
reduction from the 59 percent that it was in 
1999. The world average is that for every 
100 boys who are out of school, there are 
usually 122 girls. In some countries that 
gender gap is much wider. As an insight 
into this kind of disparity, it has been 
discovered that in Yemen, for every 100 
boys out of school, there are 270 girls. In 
Iraq, the figure is for very 100 boys out of 
school there are 316 girls: in India it is 100 
boys out of school to 426 girls in Benin 
Republic (UNESCO OMR, 2007). The 
question here is; why are there such gender 
differential in education world wide? 
 
Causes of Gender Disparity in 
Educational Opportunities in Nigeria  
 In view of the above, the issue of 
genders disparity in education in Nigeria is 
a reality but the fact remains that there is 
no policy or public pronouncement of 
government that appears to support or 
encourage such an ugly trend. Its negative 
influence to the overall development of our 
nation has led to investigations into it 
causes  and the following factors are 
identified. 
 
Tradition and Culture 
 Traditions and culture of most 
societies are dehumanizing to the extent 
that they inhibit the rights of women to 
education. Iwueze (1999) pointed out that 
some of those odd practices (Culture) 
have imposed un-progressive and specific 
roles on the females to deprive them 
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economic, political, social and human 
resource. Many ethnic groups in Nigeria 
have culture and certain family traditions 
that restrict women from participating in 
certain occupations.  
 

Eze (2004) therefore observed that 
by the virtue of traditional practices, 
women were perceived to end their career 
in the kitchen caring for the culinary taste 
of their husbands. Hence women are 
brought up in the traditional way to be 
passive, lady like, obedient and submissive 
to men. They are brought up to see 
marriage as their ultimate goal. They are 
confined to the house and are denied 
access by tradition and culture to 
participate in the socio- political 
development of their society. The boys on 
the other hand are encouraged to be 
aggressive, competitive, authoritarian and 
independent. 
 
Educational Background of Parents  

It is an undisputable fact that not 
all fingers are equal. This is equally true of 
families and parents in terms of 
educational aspirations while some homes 
have educated parents, many have 
uneducated parents. Educated parents have 
the natural inclination to give equal 
educational treatment to their children 
irrespective of sex.  
 

According to Douglas in Onyido 
(1999) posits that parents in the working 
class group with lowest educational 
attainment would wish their children 
leave school earlier than middle class 

parents. It is in the light of the importance 
of education that educated parents see 
education as a means of breaking through 
the doors of poverty, deprivation and 
marginalization in the society. On the other 
hand, many illiterate parents are the great 
offender of gender disparity in education. 
They often times favour the male children 
to the detriment of the female ones. 

 
Poor parents find it difficult to 

train their female children together with 
their males  due to the financial 
implication. When it comes to who is to go 
to school, girls or women are placed at a 
disadvantage. The reason is usually that 
girls and women are taken for marriage 
and therefore, it is more important to 
educate the boy-child. One thing is certain, 
that is the economic factor is playing 
significant role in determining whether 
the boy or the girl should go to school 
(Nnajieto, 2011). 
 
Teachers Attitude towards Female 
Students 
  The school environment which 
ought to be conducive for leaning is 
made up of the students, teachers, non 
teaching staff, and the infrastructures. 
Each of the above mentioned had a 
specific role to play to ensure that learning  
takes place but the behavior of many 
teachers as observed by Kito (1994) makes 
female students lose  confidence in their 
academic ability. According to Kito, 
research carried out in Sierralone, 
Cameroon, Malawi and Guinea depict 
teacher’s perception in both  males and 
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females with regard to academic 
superiority of the boys over the girls. The 
use of labeling on students discourage the 
enrolment and completion of educational 
careers by girls. Omokhodien (1996) 
explained labeling as a means of 
identifying anything or anyone. It could be 
a natural name, nick name or a given 
name; such may have either positive or 
negative effect on the person. 
 
 The negative attitude shown on 
female students may not be unconnected 
with the student non- acceptance to the 
advances made on them by the male 
teachers. Female teachers on their part 
are not comfortable with pretty female 
students who may be dating some 
influential personality with and outside 
the school environment. In such 
circumstance parents would prefer 
keeping their girls at home to sending them 
to school. 
 
A Critical Overview 
 Education is the right of every 
child and enrolment is not based on sex 
condition (gender). Gender is one of the 
universal dimensions on which status 
differences are based. Unlike sex which is 
a biological concept, gender is a social 
construct specifying the socially and 
cultural prescribed role that men and 
women are to follow. Meighan (1986) 
noted that gender is the “costume, a 
straityjacket in which men and women 
dance their unequal dance” gender 
disparity actually exists and affects every 

facet of “women’s’ life, education 
inclusive. 
 

 Maccia (2002) cited by Ayodele 
(2004) argues that in the social structure 
that operates in tandem with socialization, 
women are thought to be subordinate to 
men. Citing Aristotle (1962) he equally 
stated that between “male and female sex, 
the former is by nature superior and ruler, 
the latter is inferior and subject, and hence 
man is naturally fitted to command 
woman. In furthering this argument, the 
biblical account of creation states that 
woman was created with just a rib of the 
man to be a companion and not an equal. 
Rousseequ in Woke (2007) affirmed this 
when he stated that the entire education of 
woman should be in relation to man. To 
please him, to be of use to him, to love and 
honour him, rear his children, to tend him 
in manhood, console him and make life 
pleasant and sweet for him. These are 
duties of women in all ages and what they 
should learn in infancy. The fact remains 
that religiously, socially culturally the male 
sex has an upper hand in all things, 
education inclusive. Despite every effort 
to bring a balance by providing equal 
access to eduation to both sexes, there 
remain some cultural, religious and 
psychological factors that work against 
its full realization both locally and 
globally.  Woke (2007) maintained that the 
development of any country depends on 
the extent of the provision of education to 
the men and women that constitute the 
population of any country. 
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 The presence and role of women in 
the family and society cannot be over 
emphasized. The very role of nursing and 
training children is a very fundamental 
role that demands a women with an 
exceptional knowledge, skill, and 
training. Leaving the training of young 
people in the hands of illiterate women 
will only produce a generation of illiterate 
and poor citizen. 
 
 In line with the above argument, 
women constitute the greater population of 
the world and if educated will contribute to 
the overall development of our world. 
For any reason the women are denied 
access to equal educational opportunity, it 
will tell on the country negatively as has 
per capital income will always be on 
decline while her population will 
continuously  be on the increase. For 
efficient management of the country’s 
human resources and in a bid to restore 
human dignity on the part of the women 
folk, they need to be given equal 
educational opportunities like their male 
counterparts.  
 
 Omokhodian (1996), observed 
that “in the early part of this century, 
Government regulations on secondary 
education made algebra and geometry 
compulsory for boys but not for girls. She 
stressed further,”girls therefore grow up 
believing that mathematics and science 
were either irrelevant or academically 
beyond their abilities”. Gender exists in 
school teaching subject/ courses, role, 

school types, status, prestige, rights 
admission and so on. All these show the 
nature and existence of gender disparity. 
Abolarin (1993) noted that the sex 
preference to the teaching of physics, 
Chemisty, Mathematics, woodwork and 
technical drawing. Sciences (physics and 
chemistry), mathematics, technical 
drawing and woodwork were seen as 
masculine. English, other foreign 
languages, Home Economics, Domestic 
science and Nutrition were seen as 
feminine. 
 
 Therefore, a gender disparity 
society will tend to give respect or 
disrespect to their colleagues in terms of 
their fields. A male student in the 
department of food and Nutrition may be 
looked upon disdainfully. A non 
conformist to the order of gender 
appropriateness of these leading subjects 
loses status. Again, it becomes glaring 
that there will be no equal educational 
opportunities   on the basis of gender 
disparity. 
 
 Today, education of girls and 
women in the field of science, technology 
and mathematics continue to show wide 
range of differences,   it   is somehow 
disturbing that our educational  institutions 
continue  to foster gender disparity, the 
establishment  of federal college  of 
education exclusively  for female in 
Zamfara North-East Nigeria promotes 
gender disparity. Teaching and learning in 
such a society becomes  fractionalized  and 
dichotomized, therefore, such captions as 
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schools or colleges for boys or girls  only 
are the agents of educational disparity and 
do not promote healthy  or comparative 
analysis of both sexes in juxtaposition 
 
 In traditional societies of the 
world, it becomes a taboo for a female 
child   to be seen in engineering and other 
fields that have been socially ascribed 
and constructed to be for men. It becomes 
pertinent, therefore, that any discipline 
can be for any of the gender instead of the 
evil of disparity. 
 
Conclusion 
 In carrying out this work it 
become obvious that gender disparity is a 
fact and against the female sex. It becomes 
obvious that the discrimination against the 
education of the girl child has negative 
implications for national growth and 
development. The educational imbalance 
between sexes implies that the sex that 
is denied education is handicapped to meet 
the challenges of life. They lack the 
opportunity of acquiring the necessary 
skills and competence that will help them 
fit in well and contribute meaningful to 
the well-being of the society. 
 
 Also the education of the girl 
child is seen as the education of a nation 
hence lack of investment in girl education 
yields negative returns in both private and 
social benefits that accrue to individual, 
family and the society at large. It is 
important to state that women education is 
a significant variable affecting children’s 
education attainment. From the findings 

above, it becomes clear that there is a great 
need to correct these factors affecting the 
education of the girl child. 
 
Recommendations 
 The role played by educated 
women in family and even to their parents 
is enough to call for concerted efforts 
towards fighting gender disparity in all 
ramifications. The resolutions of the 
Beijing Conference, women are yardsticks 
for gender disparity to be fought in our 
Nigerian society. The cultural belief in 
marriage and preserving female children 
for domestic chore are detrimental to 
gender equality in education. It is hoped 
that better qualitative education prepares 
the children especially the female for 
future educating of   their children 
irrespective of gender. This implies that 
parents should see money spent on their 
children education as a investment that will 
yield in the future, consequently. 
 

1. Enlightment programmes should be 
organized for parents on those 
aspects of the culture, belief and life 
dispositions towards education that 
could cause gender disparity in the 
society. Furthermore, parents should 
be oriented through the family 
planning programme on the size of 
the family to maintain as to 
adequately treat their children 
equally. 

 
2. Also Nigerian educated women 

should be harmonized under a 
platform in order to fight against 
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discrimination in all ramifications, 
education inclusive. 

 
3. The government should grant free 

and compulsory education to all her 
citizens at least to senior secondary 
level irrespective of gender. 

 
4. The law makers, should consider 

legislating against giving female 
children who are less than 18 years 
of age in marriage. 

 
5. The girls should be encouraged by 

giving them equal employment 
opportunities with the males. 
Negative cultural practices and 
beliefs that are harmful to women 
and derogatory of their status such as 
male child preference early 
marriage, etc, should be stopped. 

 
6. The three arms of government 

should ensure the implementation of 
adequate policies that will encourage 
women education and adequate  
extra budgetary provision made.  
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