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Abstract

This paper focused on the educational technology instrustar @ntributor to
economic development. It based the discussion on the H@agital Theory which
opines that the youth of a country are the most importa# af focus for workforce
development. The paper discussed who an educational techriokigictor is, what
economic development is, the instructor as a catalystemomic development and then
recommended that the government should support instructacséss needed technology
and in learning how to use them. Schools should provide instsustith these
technologies that can be used for instruction, the governmentdstmmgt regular
workshops and seminars for in-service teachers to thezih the opportunity to be taught
the use of new technologies for instruction and that instrsicshould be sponsored to
attend, workshops, seminars and conferences.
Key words. Educational Technology Instructors, Economic developmeng|y3at

Education can be said to be thegppiication of information in the design,
transmission of culture from generation toproqyction, and utilization of goods and

generation, not just for continuity but for seryices and in the organization of human
the benefit, and survival of the society.ctjvities.

Achuonye, (2004) stated that education is The Association for Educational

the sum total of_ an _individual’s lifetime communication and Technology (AECT)
experiences which includes knowledge gefined Educational technology as found
skills, attitudes and valu_es. On the qthe;n (Robinson, Rhonda, Molenda, Micheal
hand technology according to the businesgng | anda 2003) as the study and ethical
educational.com is the purposeful, practice of facilitating learning and
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improving performance of creating, usingTheory. This theory suggests that the
and managing appropriate technologicayouth or young people of a country are
processes and resources. Educationdlasically the most important area of focus
Technology therefore refer to appliedfor workforce development therefore any
valued and reliable educational sciencesnvestment on human capital should be
example, are equipment, processes angeared towards the post secondary
procedures that are derived from scientificeducation, any one person’s marketable
research and even theoretical, algorithmickills is a form of capital, Human capital
and heuristic processes (Al Janus Zewskilevelopment should be focused early in
and Micheal, 2007 and Lowenthial andlife so as to yield highest returns.

Wilson, 2010). Thus Educational According to Fitzsimons (1999),
Technology according to Dikel (2014) canhuman capital theory emphasizes on the
be described as: significance of education and training as
> Theory and practice of educationalthe key to participation in the new global
approaches to learning economy. Marshall (1998) stated that
> Technological tools and media wide spread investment in Human Capital

that assists in the communication ofcreates in the Labour force the skill-base
knowledge, its development and exchangethat is indispensible for economic growth,
> Learning management systemthis paper is based on this theory because
(LMS), such as tools for students,the Educational technology instructor or
curriculum management and Educationateacher’s focus is mainly on the training of
Management Information System (EMIS).individual learning, to fit properly into the
Educational technology = encompassesabour market especially in the equipping
Web-based training (WBT) distributed and training of teachers to teach tomorrow
learning (DL), Computer Mediated learners having and using technological
Instruction (CMI) Multimodal Instruction skills and tools for teaching as the National
(MI) Virtual Learning (VL) m-learning, Policy on Education (2004) stated that no
etc. Learning through these technologiegducational system can rise above the
serves as tools that helps amend thquality of its teachers, that the purpose of
character of learning, the Educationalteacher education is to produce highly
Technology Instructor needs students tonotivated, conscientious and efficient

find out (Schrum 2% June, 2016). classroom teachers, Educational
technology instructors help to bring about
Theoretical Orientation this.

The Human Capital theory was
propounded by Adam Smith in 1776.The Educational Technology Instructor,
Gary Becker & Jacob Mincer since theWhoisHe?
early 1960s as found in Althreya, The Educational Technology instructor as
Neelakanton and Romeo (May, 2014) havebserved by the Educational Technology
also stressed on the Human Capital
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careers and jobs blog (June, 2016) is onequality of education as a contributor to
who: national development.

1. Works in some capacity help tie

computer or web-based technology toEconomic Development

learning. The Federal, State and Local
2. Helps teachers to integrategovernments usually focus on economic
technology in the class development to help improve the peoples’
3. Teaches trainee teachers and traistandard of living. This is done through
experienced (in-service) ones in the latesjpb creation, support of innovations and
instructional methods. new ideas, creation of higher wealth and
4, Is able to convert traditional over all better quality of life. As written in
course materials to web-based delivery anthe blog ( study.com 2016) the government
assessment systems. works on big economic objectives like job
5. Can assess educationalcreation, works to retain businesses
programmers to ensure quality adherencéhrough workforce development
to federal and state regulation andprogrammes and carries out programmes
standard. that provides infrastructure and services.
6. Assists to evaluate how well a Therefore, building and improving
school or learning program’s curriculum infrastructure and educational system
meets student’s needs. enhancing safety and sensitizing new
7. Is a distance learning instructor businesses are criteria for economic
and designs multimedia for instruction,development. (Salmon valley Business and
etc. Innovation Centre, 2013). Economic
The educational technology instructor is adevelopment is a long term investment
specialist in Educational technology thatproduct in the generation of new ideas,
can be as found in the blogg indeedransfer of knowledge and infrastructure

(2016): which depends on functioning social and
> An online content developer economic institutions and on cooperation
> Instructional Designer (i.e.) an between the public sector and private
online courses specialist enterprise. The educational technology
> e-learning curriculum designer instructor plays major role in economic
specialist development in helping the youth develop
> Multimedia designer new ideas and acquire lasting knowledge
> Educational software consultant  and skills.

> Web Instructor

> Computer mediated learning Educational Technology Instructor as a
metrics manager, etc. thus the EducationaCatalyst To Economic Development
technology instructor stands out as one of At every level of education,

the most important factors determining thelearners depend on the teacher to help
acquire the necessary skills to enable them
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to become what they want to be, as true a2. Preparing teachers to possess,
this may be, the educational technologyteach and assess*2Century knowledge
instructor asks pertinent questions as tand skills

how the teacher can achieve this as skilB. Preparing teacher candidates with
acquisition is important in the preparationthe in- depth knowledge of the use of
of the young ones to join the workforce.multimedia to teach in urban environments
Nakpodia and Uriers (2011) noted thatwith large number of culturally and
some of the questions put forward by the.inguistically diverse learners.

instructors are: 4. Ensures that trainee teachers are
> How will the teacher present given extensive in-depth clinical
himself to be able to get his messagexperiences that are supervised and
across to the learner to communicatgequires performance evaluations tied to
effectively in class? the teacher certification process and high
> Under what environment will this standard for beginning teachers

take place? 5. Meets the demands of the global
> What pedagogical approaches careconomy by exemplifying and embedding
be used effectively? in instruction the mastery of 2iCentury

> What media materials are suitableskills such as critical thinking, problem-
for his chosen approach to help get thesolving, communities, collaboration and
message across to the learners effectivelycreativity and innovation, including the
These are the major concerns of thepplication of technology between content
educational technology instructor whopedagogy and technology, through
aims primarily at improving education anddissemination  of  technology and
in preparing the workforce — especially inpedagogical content and knowledge,
teacher education. The educationatheory and research.

technology instructor is a catalyst becaus€anisius College (2011) pointed out some
he straddles the gap between the learnaf the functions of the educational
and the economic development of thetechnology instructor that aids in economic
country, he equips the learner with thedevelopment as follows:

necessary skills to join the workforce and(a) Facilitating learning processes to
contributes to the economic developmentncrease performance of the educational
of the nation. The Association of system(s) as it regards effectiveness and/or
Colleges of Teacher Education, Unitedefficiency.

States of America, Department of(b) Model technology effectively for
Education (2010) observed that theassessing student learning;

educational technology instructor preparegc) Differentiates  instruction and
the workforce that will contribute to provide, rigorous, relevant and engaging
economic development by: learning experiences for all students.

1. Preparing learners with the 21

Century skills
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(d) Create and support effective

digital-age learning environments to Recommendations

maximize learning. Based on the discussion the following
(e) Assist  teachers in using recommendations were made:

technology effectively for assessingl. The government should support
student learning instructors in the assessment of needed
()] Conduct need assessment andechnology and in learning how to use
develop technological related professionathem effectively.

learning programs 2. Schools should provide instructors
(9) Evaluate the impact on instructor with these technologies that can be used
practices and student learning for instruction

(h) Participate in the development and3. The government should carry out
implementation of shared vision for regular workshops and seminars for in-
comprehensive integration of technologyservice teachers to avail them the

to promote excellence opportunity to be taught the use of new
0] Model and promote digital citizen technologies for instruction.
by promoting equity, ethics and diversity 4. The instructors should be

sponsored to attend conferences,
workshops and seminars to help them
Conclusion increase their knowledge on emerging
This paper has presented andechnologies that can be used for
discussed the educational technologynstruction.
instructor as a catalyst to Nigerian5. The government should establish
economy who is in between preparing thanstructional  resource  centres  for
young ones, who in turn joins the counseling and mentoring of the users in
workforce and then contributes to every learning institution.
economic development. It explained the
term educational technology and who the References
educational technology instructor is and
how he is a -catalyst to economicAchuonye, K. A. (2004). Contemporary
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