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Abstract

This paper discusses Teacher Education as the process
of training of teachers to acquire knowledge, skills and
attitudes of teaching for improvement in performance
of their tasks in the classroom, schools and wider
communities. To be a professional teacher, one needs
to read Education related courses in a College of
Education and Faculty of Education in a University.
Teacher Education can be promoted through teaching
practice and accreditation of education programmes.
Teachers should train and develop intellectual skills
and give proper orientations for family life circle to
eradicate poverty. Promoting quality education means
laying a solid foundation for sustainable national
development and that of its citizens. Therefore quality
teachers must be utilized as they are crucial in socio-
economic transformation of the nation.

A person must go through teacher
education before becoming a professional

teacher. Teaching is an all purpose
profession which stimulates the
development of mental, physical and

emotional powers of students. It is meant
to help an individual to acquire the skills
disposition, knowledge, habit, attitudes,
values and ethics that prepare them for
their professional practice as teachers.
However, the depth and breadth of
coverage of the teacher education

curriculum depends largely on the type of
teacher education programme. Teacher
education is the promotion of professional
education and specialized training within a
period of time for the preparation of
individuals who intend to develop and
nurture the young ones into responsible
and productive citizens (Ajeyalemi 2002).

The  objectives of  teacher
education are life long. The underlying
goals are derived from the society’s desire
to stimulate support and  guide
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developmental process of the child in the
direction of competence. Bulus (2005)
maintained that functional education
remains the veritable instrument and
strength of positive change for sustainable
human development. It is a scarce tool of
development, advancement and an
important means of life endurance. From
the foregoing, teacher education involves
giving professional training to teachers by
imparting knowledge, skills, attitudes,
aptitudes and values desirable in the
teaching profession. Maduewesi and
Ofojebe (2006), pointed out that teacher
education is highly indispensable for a
nation that wants rapid development and
progress.
Teacher
includes four elements
improving  the  general education
background of the trainee teachers,
increasing their knowledge and
understanding of the subjects they are to
teach, methodology and understanding
children and learning; and the development
of practical skills and competences
(Goodson, 2003). Teacher education is the
process of providing potential teachers
with the skills and knowledge necessary to
teach  effectively in a classroom
environment. It is also the type of
education designed for a would-be teacher
and which is necessary for national
development. Maduewesi and Eya (2006),
maintained that teacher education is a
process whereby the prospective teacher,
pre-service teacher or intending teacher is
provided the opportunity to develop
cognitive, affective and psychomotor

education  generally

which are
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competencies which will endow him with

the qualities of teaching.

Section 58 of the National Policy
on Education (2004), states that all teacher
education programmes in educational
institutions from pre-primary to university
will be structured to equip teachers for
effective performance of their duties.
Nigeria has education programmes for the
following categories or levels of teachers
as, Nigerian Certificate in Education,
(NCE), the Bachelor in Education (B.Ed)
and Master’s Degree in Education (M.Ed)
and Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D). Some of
these programs are offered in Colleges of
Education, Institutes of Education and
Faculties of Education of Universities.
This means that one cannot really be called
a professional teacher unless he has
undergone some form of training to
prepare him academically, effectively and
physically in the skills of teaching. Section
59 of the revised National Policy on
Education States that the objective of
teacher education shall be:

a) To produce highly motivated,
conscientious and efficient
classroom teachers for all levels of
our education system.

b) To encourage further the spirit of
equity and creativity in leaders.

c) To help teachers to fit into the
social life of the community and
society at large and to enhance their
commitment to national objectives.

d) To provide teachers with the
intellectual and professional
background adequate for their
assignment and to make them
adaptable to any change situation



not only in the life of their country
but in the wider world and

e) To enhance teachers commitment to
the teaching profession.

The objectives of the teacher
education sound laudable, encompassing
and pragmatic which can make teaching a
rewarding profession and productive
venture. But have these objectives been
realized? Have these objectives been
adapted to the changing situations in every
aspect of our socio-economic, political and
cultural development? In answering these
questions Afe (2002), pointed out that
there have been deficiencies in providing
teachers with intellectual and professional
background adequate for their assignment
in the society. Therefore, these objectives
merely serve to structure educational
system and processes, because sometimes
the problems are inconsistent with what
obtains in practice. However it should be
noted that sound academic achievement
may enhance motivation and efficiency but
there virtues can only operate in a set of
surroundings. Hence teachers experience
and satisfaction are positively related to
teacher effectiveness (Ofoejebe 2006).
However the type of teacher education in
Nigeria in the present dispensation, is the
type that is capable of equipping the
teacher with the basic knowledge, skills
and  competencies geared  towards
achieving the national objectives and

meeting the individual needs of the
Nigerian  citizen. Teacher education
therefore, is charged with the production

and retention of quality teachers at the
various levels of education system.
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Suggestions  for
Education

Teacher education started in this
country as far back as 1859 when the
Church  Missionary  Society (CMS),
founded a training institute in Abeokuta.
Teacher training institutes were also sited
in Oyo 1896 and Ogbomoso 1897 by the
Baptist Mission. All these were boarding
schools for males alone and were free. To
Ofojebe  (2006) the  Phelps—Stokes
Commission in 1922 indicated the
importance of teacher training and urged
the government to give recognition to the
profession, so that the profession may
attract youths and to also influence
community life. The focus of teacher
education today is the professional
preparation to realize its objectives which
is referred to as long life education. But it
is surprising that inspite of the teacher
education’s laudable objectives, teacher
education was not well funded as from the
70’s when Universal Primary Education
(UPE) was introduced for example, there
are poor facilities for teaching in the
teacher training institutions, teachers are
poorly remunerated and several occasions,
primary school teachers are not paid for
months. And as a matter of urgency
teacher education need much improvement
for the nations good.

Promoting Teacher

Several strategies that can promote
a robust teacher education system and meet
all our teaching needs are hereby examined
below.
a. Improvement of teaching methods
The era of teaching and asking the
obnoxious question of “do you
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understand” repeatedly has gone.
Teaching now adays is by the use of
instructional materials of electrical
and electronics such as the telephone,
the television and the computer.
Therefore, teaching methods should
be inline with modern trends for the
production of quality teachers. There
should be continuous teaching
method improvement relevant to
contemporary needs.

Adequate funding

Funding of teacher education is very
important for the provision and
upgrading of instructional materials.
The provision of necessary facilities,
equipment, and infrastructure for
teacher  education has become
inadequate; payment of teachers’
salaries and allowances are delayed
for an upward of four or five months;
students learn under dilapidated
classrooms. Therefore output from
this type of education system are
affected by those conditions. In the
Federal and the State Governments
annual budgets, less than 5% is
budgeted for education. To improve
on teacher education the government
must budget about 25% of annual
budget for education and must not
relent in funding teacher education as
her improvement will lead to higher
standard of education in Nigeria

Compliance with carrying capacity
standards

The National Commission for
Colleges of Education (NCCE) has
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constantly reminded the colleges of
education to admit students on basis
of facilities on ground in their various
institutions. Hence Joint Admissions
and Matriculation Board (JAMB)
dictates the actual number to be
admitted into each course of study.
This will bring faster rate of learning
and discipline in the institution.
Accreditation of academic
programmes

According to Nwana (2006), the
periodic accreditation of programmes
by the National  Universities
Commission and National
Commissions  for  Colleges  of
Education where a team of experts
check standards of staff
qualifications, admission and entry
requirement of students, facilities,
curriculum content and learning
materials should be supported and
strengthened for quality control and
assurance. The federal and state
governments should support the
institutions to involve overseas
accreditors and assessors to expose
teacher education to international
standards.

Introduction to computer education
and soft wares internet services

Educational computers are computers
in the context of education and are the
latest innovation in teacher education
(Nwana 2006). They are applied in
teaching-learning situations to bring
about maximum effectiveness. Some
of these computer programmes are



Computer Assisted Instruction and
Computer  Managed  Instruction
among others. The computer assisted
instruction provides functions as drill
and practice, tutorials and dialogue
and gives information and modeling.
The International Network for
Communications (INTERNET) is a
world wide computer network. It
links millions of computer users by
standard telecommunication lines
(Nwana 2006). The internet is a
facilitator of information in the areas

of educational research and
educational  Library. With the
internet, information including

research in various disciplines are
made easy as well as visiting libraries
to collect print and non print
materials. With the internet, research
students can easily asses information.

Encouraging Teaching Practice and
Student Industrial Work
Experience Scheme (SIWES).

For teacher education to be
successful, teaching practice (TP) and
student Industrial work Experience
Scheme  (SIWES)  should be
supported financially by paying
allowances to supervisors and
students. Students under teacher
education are sent to the fields
(Primary and Secondary Schools) for
practical experience and to (Business
Centres and Industries) for a period of
three months. This could be extended
to 12 calendar months in other for the
students to garner all  round
experiences. This is made better if

Promoting Teacher Education for......

there is financial support for the
operators.

Poverty Reduction

Poverty is the state of human
beings who have little or no material
means of living a comfortable life. The
causes of poverty can be attributed to the
following; lack of individual
responsibility, bad government, and
exploitation of the poor by the rich. These
have led to crime and violence, (UNICEF
2012). Other causes are high budget for
weapons of war as against budget for
peoples welfare, and low gross domestic
product (GDP). United Nations
International Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF, 2012), observered that, 1 in 2
children in the world live without adequate
shelter, no access to water and health care.
Most families in Nigeria live with less than
one hundred naira per day. There are
problems of hunger, malnutrition and
diseases that afflict the poorest in the
society. The poor are marginalized by the
society and have little or no voice in public
and political debates making it harder to
escape poverty, where as the richer you
are, the more likely you benefit from
economic and political policies. External
borrowing by the federal government of a
nation favours the rich and harms the
poor. When money is borrowed, the rich
have access to it and stuck pile it in their
foreign accounts and the “poor” are made
to pay for the debt. International Monetary
Fund (I.M.F.) loans will always lead to
structural  adjustment  policies.  And
because government is very corrupt, it has
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denied the citizens of their in alienable
right to peace, freedom and well being.

The Place of Teacher Education in
Poverty Reduction

In the 1960s up to 1970s, a lot of
emphasis was laid on teacher education
because it was the era of universal free
primary education (UPE). The 1980s and
1990s witnessed fall in education standard
because of government lack of
commitment and prolong strike by
academic staff at all levels of education.
As a result academicians left the *“chalk”
for other sectors in the economy. This did
not only contribute to fall in education
standard but also increase in poverty from
then on. Therefore to solve the poverty
problem, the individuals organizations and
the government should direct their
attention towards investing on teacher
education. This can be done through
massive expansion of educational facilities
as this would help eliminate education
disparity between different individuals-
male and female, poor and rich, rural and
urban. In addition to this the massive
expansion on the socio-economic ladders
can take the masses out of the poverty line.
(Central Bank of Nigeria 1994).

Also, investing in vocational
training through teacher education would
go along way in reducing poverty, in that
most children from poor homes prefer
functional education which would provide
them skills for earning their livelihood.
Thus vocationalisation of education,
diversification of courses at the secondary
and higher levels and setting up of
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technical education centres most especially
in rural areas would help in reducing
poverty as the learners would put into
practice the knowledge so acquired. The
government could also invest in non-
formal and non-western education such as
adult education in which individuals are
allowed to enroll in courses that are of
benefit to them such as agriculture, fashion
designing and Home economics. Some of
these would help in reducing poverty in the
country given the importance of education.

Law et al (1991), maintained that
education enables individual to perform
new tasks, to receive and process new
information, to communicate and therefore
coordinate activities with one another and
to adjust to change circumstances. With
these, the importance of education to
individual and the country at large in
alleviating poverty would have no limit.

For example the Japan and Korea
were committed to education and training
and had higher human development and
economic growth, thus putting other goals
of development within reach. Education
will also strengthen the ability of
individuals to meet their wants and those
of there families by increasing their
productivity, and their potential to achieve
a higher standard of living. More also
education improves confidence and the
ability to create and innovate, thus giving
multiple opportunities for personal and
social achievement. Hence teacher
education is singua-non to poverty
reduction. However, investing in teacher
education will not alone guarantee faster



economic growth if the economy is badly
managed and other sectors such as health
services, infrastructural  development,
accountability and transparency on the part
of the government are not taken to
consideration, teacher education may go to
waste.
Teacher Education and National
Development

According to Afe (2002) National
Development is the improvement in social,
political and economy of a country for
high standard of living. Education
therefore is the teaching of respect and
responsibility to the citizens for good
character development, health of the nation
and good moral values.

The federal government realizes
the importance of education as a nations
builder, hence the widening of
opportunities for individuals and in
stimulating manpower development in the
society. Education is an instrument for
national development hence the
formulation of ideas, their integration and
the interaction of persons. The ideas are
then analyzed and then utilized for
development. Teachers are undoubtedly
among the most significant contributors to
such ideas and to education for national
development in any self respecting
democracy. The teachers ideas as well as
from other sources are built into
curriculum because teachers are frontiers
in curriculum planning and development.
They have direct contacts with both the
students and the communities and are
aware of their needs. They then build into
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the curriculum the totality of all the
physical or structural, social and economic
needs of the nation. They also include in
the curriculum the manpower development
and the training needs and for prudent use
and sustenance of resources in nation
building. The importance of teacher to
individual and national development is
greatly dependent on their greater role in
providing functional education and training
to the learner within and outside the school
setting and the nation as a whole. The
production of  efficient  educated
professionals such as doctors, pharmacists,
nurses, agriculturalists, and managers of
business of public enterprises, officers of
the armed forces, politicians, lawyers and
other enlightened citizens are the
handworks of teachers from the education
industry Yahaya (1991). Hence teachers
are the change agents of human
engineering and survival for national
development. Teacher education helps the
nation to produce a well motivated teacher
with  high personal and professional
discipline, integrity and competence for all
the levels of the educational system.

Therefore the current crises in
education and society exemplified by
underachievement,  corruption,  crime,
indiscipline and  underutilization  of
capacities in all facets of human life and
national development could be ascribed to
the neglect of general education, teacher
education and frustrating plight of the
teachers. Functional teacher education
could refine the intellect, steer a renewed
struggle for social justice and political
emancipation of the nation from the
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shackles of oppression and domination.
Hence such education produces
responsible, competent and hardworking
teacher that can enhance development of
citizens in all ramifications in our quest for
social reconstruction, technological
advancement, viable and  growing
economy, safe and peaceful environment.

Conclusion

In conclusion, teacher education is
very crucial in the success of any
educational programme. Therefore
investing in teacher education is making
the teacher an agent of change and
transformation in all spheres of our
national life.

References
Afe, J.0. (2002). Reflection on becoming a
teacher and the challenges of

Teacher Education, inaugural
lecture series 64; University of
Benin.

Ajeyalemi, (2002). Capacity building in
the Science: imperatives for teacher
Education in Nigeria. An inaugural
lecture delivered at the University of
Lagos: University of Lagos Press.

Bulus , 1. (2005). Teacher Education: An
instrument for Grassroot
Mobilization, in E.d, Ozoji (ed)
Issues in teacher professionalism.
Jos: Beke Publications.

Central Bank of Nigeria (1994) “Annual
Report statement of Account of the
year 1994” Lagos: CBN.



