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There is no gain saying the fact that 
education is power, but it becomes 
powerless when the educated lacks the 
skills that will make him to be self-reliant,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

innovative creative and optimistic about 
the future. The present system of education 
in Nigeria needs a serious overhaul in such 
a way that school leavers will be self-
employed instead of looking for 

Abstract 
Nigeria’s educational system that made school leavers to be 
dependent on government job has been responsible for the 
high rate of poverty and non- creativity among the graduates. 
Most of the school leavers are job-seekers, which are not 
readily available, because the school curriculum does not 
encourage them to be self-reliant, job- creators and 
innovative on graduation. As the white-collar jobs are scarce, 
the level of unemployment keeps on rising, which 
accelerates the rate of poverty in Nigeria. This work has 
analyzed that the only way by which poverty can be alleviate 
in through the encouragement of technical, vocational 
education and entrepreneurship. Every student must be 
trained on at least one skill, which will encourage him/her to 
be independent after school. In other words, the emphasis 
should not be the “bookish” type of education, where 
graduates cannot be productive, creative and skillful in a 
country where jobs are not easily available. The 60.9% 
poverty rate and 51.9% unemployment rate males and 48.1% 
for female respectively is unacceptable for the country’s 
national development. Therefore, transforming the 
educational system through technical and vocational 
educational system through technical and vocational 
education cum entrepreneurial skills acquisition are the best 
ways of making Nigerians self-reliant, wealth creators, 
thereby achieving national development. 
 

REGENERATING EDUCATION FOR POVERTY ERADICATION 
THROUGH VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN 
NIGERIA 

 
 

Akaonye Ben Uzoh 
Department of Social Sciences,  

Federal Polytechnic,  
Nekede. 

Afaha Nsit. 



 

2

government jobs, thereby making them to 
be unemployed vis-à-vis poor. From 
primary, secondary and tertiary levels, the 
country’s educational curriculum should be 
regenerated in a way that our graduates 
should strive to be self-reliant after school 
by setting up business of their own which 
will provide them with steady incomes, 
thereby eradicating poverty in the country. 
The appropriate way of alleviating poverty 
among the educated but unemployable 
Nigeria’s is by embracing vocational and 
technical education (VTE) and 
entrepreneurship. 
 
What is Vocational, Technical 
Education and Entrepreneurship 
Education 

Technical vocational education 
had been described and defined by 
different individuals in various ways, 
based on purpose. 

 
According to Roberts (1971), if a 

learner engages in the study of a subject 
matter or activities for the purpose of 
increasing his vocational efficiency, he is 
involved in vocational education. The 
national policy on Education (1989) 
defined technical education as that aspect 
of education; which leads to the acquisition 
of practical and applied skills as well as 
basic scientific knowledge. While, 
Eberechukwu (2009) defined 
entrepreneurship as that which involves 
empowering individual to be Self-
employed and independent. To Aristshoma 
and Mohammed (2010), entrepreneurship 
refers to an individual’s ability to turn 

ideas into action. In addition, vocational 
education according to UNESCO (1996), 
is the education designed to prepare skilled 
workers for industry, agriculture, 
commerce, etc which is usually provided at 
the upper secondary level. Programmes of 
vocational education include general 
studies, practical training for the 
development of skills required in a chosen 
occupation and related theory. Thus, the 
emphasis is usually on practical training. 
 
The Importance of Vocational 
Technical Education (VTE) and 
Entrepreneurship for Self-Reliance 
in Nigeria  

If schools introduce curriculum 
that will involve technical, vocational and 
entrepreneurship the following will be the 
outcome: 
1) It will be aimed at equipping school 

leavers with skills to earn a living. 
2) Vocational and Technical education 

(VTE) is to stimulate and encourage 
creativity and 

3) To provide the awareness that 
technology does not only solve 
problems but also creates some as 
well. The above will be achieved 
according to Osuala (1987) by 

a) Stressing the need for vocational 
technical education to form part of 
general education for all secondary 
school students, irrespective of future 
career orientation. 

b) That vocational technical education 
should provide orientation and basic 
skills to start life in the world of work. 
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c) That vocational technical education 
should provide orientation and 
preparation for those having the 
aptitude and desire to pursue advanced 
technological education in higher 
institutions of learning. From the 
above statement, one can observe that 
the objectives are suggesting 
occupational endeavours outside paid 
employment which entrepreneurship is 
all about.  In another development, 
when vocational and technical 
education is integrated with 
entrepreneurial education a new 
direction is established which given 
utilitarian approach to education. 
Vocational and Technical Education 
(VTE) is designed to: 

i. Provide people who can apply 
scientific knowledge to the 
improvement and solution of 
environmental problems for the use 
and convenience of man. 
 

ii. Provide the technical knowledge and 
vocational skills necessary for 
agriculture, industrial, commercial and 
economic development. 
 

iii. Give training and impart the necessary 
skill to the production of craftsmen, 
technicians, and other skilled 
personnel who will be enterprising and 
self-reliant 
 

iv. Enable our young men and women to 
have an intelligent understanding of 
the increasing capacity of technology. 

 

If the nation’s educational system is 
regenerated effectively, the rate of 
unemployment among school leavers will 
reduce as well as poverty. What causes 
poverty to a large extent is unemployment. 
The levels of unemployment vis-à-vis 
poverty are attributable to the fact that 
most school leavers are ill-equipped with 
the necessary skills required to be self-
employed and self-reliant.  Before the 
introduction of 6-3-3-4 system of 
education, education in Nigeria had been 
basically theoretical. This means that the 
lopsidedness in development of the 
educational sector with bias towards liberal 
studies has been largely responsible for the 
nation’s backwardness in technological 
development. 

  
Chukwumezie (2006) added that the 

present situation where school leavers 
including varsity graduates are seen 
roaming the streets unemployed calls for a 
re-examination of our educational system. 
The reason is attributable to defects in our 
educational system. This is why vocational 
technical education (VTE) and 
entrepreneurship are germane in 
eradicating poverty through self-reliance.  

The essence of vocational technical 
education is to furnish the individuals with 
the necessary skills, knowledge and 
attitude required for performance in the 
World of work. Hence, it is about the 
making of entrepreneurs who are expected 
to effectively and efficiently harness and 
utilize the available human, material and 
financial resources for the production of 
goods and services. 
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How can we leave in a society where 
you can hardly get welders, tailors, 
mechanics, masons, etc, rather we have 
taxi-drivers because they have no technical 
skills that meet the societal needs. Rather, 
Togo, Benin and Ghana have their citizens 
in Nigeria as builders and tailors.  Poverty 
is high because the country has many 
unemployable youths because they have 
skills to be self-reliant and contributors to 
national development. This is why 
vocational technical education should play 
the role of training and imparting 
necessary skills to produce craftsmen, 
technician and other skilled personnel who 
will be enterprising and self-reliant. This 
programme is aimed at producing not only 
job seekers, but also job creators who will 
be ready to employ others in their business 
concerns. 
 
The Importance of Regenerating 
Education for Self-Reliance and 
National Development in Nigeria     

Nigeria can only achieve national 
development when people are self-reliant, 
creative, wealth creators instead of being 
poor, hungry, unemployed with its 
attendant problems like insecurity, crime, 
kidnapping, terrorism, immorality and 
political upheavals, etc. education is 
supposed to make Nigeria’s to be self-
reliant, reduction in poverty levels, job 
creators and progress citizens. But the 
reverse is the case, because the curriculum 
in use, which produces avalanche of 
graduates yearly with no skills to partake 
in national development. For instance, by 
2009,primary school leaves unemployment 

rate was 14.8%, secondary school leavers 
23.8%, while below primary school had 
22.3% with respect to age, 15-24years had 
the highest rate of 41.6%, whereas the age 
group 45-59years and 65-64years had 
11.5% and 16.7% respectively. According 
to Akaeze (2011), gender disaggregation 
showed that among the volume of 
unemployed persons, male were dominant 
with 51.9% while unemployed females 
were 48.1%. According to the statistician 
general of the federation, 54.7 percent of 
Nigerians were found by National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS), to be living in poverty 
in 2004. The figure was found to have 
increased to 60.9 percent in 2010 
(Newswatch, April 23, 2012, page 13). 
According to Soludo (2008) poverty is 
unacceptably high in Nigeria but the 
alarming and persisting level of poverty in 
Nigeria is a phenomenon in the North. In 
1985, less than 100 vocational technical 
colleges were functioning with an 
enrolment of less than 60,000 against over 
6000 secondary schools with an enrolment 
of over 8 million. Colleges to secondary 
school stood at same 1:133 (Unifun, 1998). 
Today the story has not changed because 
the emphasis seems to be on grammar 
school (bookish) education rather than 
vocational (usable) education. According 
to Ressler (1994), this lack of support and 
recognition was based on lack of   
understanding as to what vocational and 
technical education really is, what it does 
and what it can do. Moreover, the general 
public sees no relationship between 
technical and vocational education, 
business and industry, the discipline of 
most university education. Regenerating 
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education for self-reliance and poverty 
eradication is apt now because, education 
provides the tools with which people are 
empowered to tackle the problems that 
face their society. It is against this 
backdrop that Ekong and Williams (2006) 
viewed entrepreneurship as acquisition of 
practical knowledge and skills which are 
imparted simultaneously for sustenance, 
self- employment and self-reliance.  

 

Therefore, in order to reduce 
poverty rate in Nigeria both 
entrepreneurship and vocational technical 
education must be incorporated in the 
school curriculum Because, Nwokoro 
(1997) saw entrepreneurship education as 
an aspect of education that is geared 
towards developing in students skills, ideas 
and managerial abilities necessary for 
personal reliance. Entrepreneurship 
education encourages the idea of self-
employment and poverty reduction Okala 
(2004) noted that a process of self- 
employment through entrepreneurship is 
an alternative to meet the needs of the 
people. Entrepreneurship in education will 
help Nigerian youths to achieve the well 
cherished desire which is transition from 
school to work to earn a living. When 
people are unemployed, especially the 
youths they are unproductive and will not 
contribute to nation building. The 
unemployment accelerates poverty, hunger 
and insecurity as being experienced in 
Nigeria today. The educational system did 
not empower the graduates and school 
leavers to be self-reliant because they have 
no skills outside reading and writing. 
Onyeachu (2009) emphatically remarked 

that Nigerian education system requires 
education that will be filled with skill 
acquisition and utilization of the acquired 
skills. Acquisition of entrepreneurial skills 
early enough will enable learners to 
prepare their minds while still in school, 
hence on graduation; they will be job 
providers instead of job seekers. This will 
reduce the level of unemployment and 
poverty in the country.  

 
Uwameiye and Aduwa-Ogiegbaen 

(2006), inculcating the enterprise spirit in 
young people is a pre-condition to 
achieving progress in employment when 
this becomes the focus of education. Such 
education will include nurturing in young 
people those personal attributes that form 
the basis of entrepreneurship such as 
creativity of confronting risks and 
independence. When this attitude is 
promoted in the nation’s educational 
system, teaching becomes an active way of 
learning instead of simply absorbing 
knowledge. This means that when learners 
learn activity, they acquire appropriate 
skills and competences which will enable 
the development of the society. Vocational 
education in Nigeria as many developed 
and undeveloped countries has been 
plagued by different problems. Until 
recently, vocational training in Nigeria was 
regarded as inferior to the secondary 
grammar school education and as such was 
neglected. The general public saw 
vocational education as education for 
dropouts from the secondary grammar 
schools (Oharisi, 2007) 
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Suggestions on Ways and Means of 
Regenerating Education for Poverty 
Eradication, Self-Reliance and 
National Development            

For Nigeria to achieve national 
development and self-reliance via 
education all the stake holders in this 
sector must play significant roles in the 
transformation process in education. The 
education administrators, teachers, 
students, parents and NGOs (Non-
Governmental Organizations).  
1. School Administrators: The school 

administrators have to make sure that 
teachers inculcate the entrepreneurial 
skills in their various courses at the 
tertiary level of education. Again, 
every school administrator is charged 
with the responsibility of making sure 
that all the materials needed for 
acquisition of entrepreneurial skills are 
available in their different institutions. 
Administrators such as Vice 
Chancellors, Rectors, Provosts of 
tertiary institutions can equally open 
centres of entrepreneurship education 
in their schools, where students can 
take 1-2 hours twice a week for a 
duration of time to acquire one trade or 
the other. A student can learn one to 
three skills before graduation so that 
he can be self-employed on graduation. 
Such entrepreneurial skills like ICT, 
car maintenance, snail rearing, fishery, 
cosmetics production, horticulture, 
bread-making, etc. 
 

2. Teachers: The teacher is indispensable 
in the realization of entrepreneurial 

skills and poverty reduction in any 
country. Onyeachu (2008) remarked 
that no matter how well a curriculum 
of any level of education is designed 
without an effective teacher, it cannot 
be well implemented. No wonder FRN 
(2004) asserted that no country can rise 
above the quantity of its teachers. 
Teachers must be involved for an 
effective re-engineering/regenerating 
in reduction and entrepreneurial skills. 
Hence, education is nothing without 
quality teachers. Teachers can 
inculcate entrepreneurial skills in their 
teaching inside the classroom. For 
example, English teachers teaching 
their students that they can write 
novels, poems, drama while in school 
and expand the market on graduation, 
cakes, cloth-making, weaving, 
decoration, etc. they can now become 
self-employed and employers of 
labour. Also, agricultural science 
teacher to teach students how to 
acquire skills in practicing effective 
snail farming, fishery, poultry farming 
etc while in tertiary institutions. Doing 
this will enable students to have the 
mindset for creating jobs, instead of 
becoming job-seekers.       
 

3. Students: Students can bring the 
necessary materials required for the 
practical aspects of their courses. Some 
of the youths can act as resource 
persons because some had acquired 
entrepreneurial skills before entering 
higher institutions. This means that 
when the students in tertiary 
institutions make themselves available 
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for effective teaching and learning 
especially during practicals, 
acquisition of entrepreneurial skills 
become easy and possible. 
 

4. Parents: Parents are in a position to 
provide school materials for their 
children/wards. When parents do this, 
learning becomes easy and acquisition 
of skill becomes possible. Students 
born into families where school 
materials are provided easily will 
acquire entrepreneurial skills faster and 
better than their counterparts whose 
parents cannot provide ordinary 
textbooks for theoretical purposes not 
to talk of materials for practical 
acquisition of skills. 
 

5. Government: The government can 
reduce poverty by making 
entrepreneurship education 
compulsory. The government through 
the Ministry of Education can 
regenerate tertiary education in 
particular and education in general by 
making policy stipulating that every 
graduating student should present to 
the Heads of Department materials 
produced as well show proposal of 
small scale business each time students 
intend to engage in this on graduation. 
 

6. Non-Governmental Organization: 
NGOs organize conferences, seminars 
and workshop for students in tertiary 
institutions. Non- Governmental 
Organizations organize business plan 
competition, where students are 

encouraged to bring their business 
plans and the best business plan is 
rewarded. This is done yearly in 
institutions, example students in free 
Enterprise (SIFE). Also, in November 
2010, with worth Entrepreneurship 
Academy organized undergraduate 
Business Conference at Brown and 
Brown Centre Enugu to acquaint 
students with entrepreneurial skill. If 
these suggestions are religiously 
pursued and implemented. Nigeria will 
be on the right part of national 
development, because most of the 
graduates will be self-employed, 
unemployment minimized and poverty 
banished in our land. However, we 
know that regenerating education for 
self-reliance and poverty eradication in 
Nigeria is not all that an easy business 
because of some fundamental 
problems likes: inadequate funding, 
lack of facilities, poor knowledge of 
entrepreneurial skills by the teachers, 
time constraints, diversion of fund, etc. 

 
Conclusion 

Generating technical vocational 
education and entrepreneurship education 
will reduce poverty, ensure self-reliance 
and national development if effectively 
and efficiently implemented. Because 
entrepreneurship will check 
unemployment, increase economic growth 
if combined with those strategies that 
increase the efficiency of labour markets 
while providing economic incentives to 
enter industry and commerce. The future 
of vocational technical education (VTE) in 
Nigeria must emphasis entrepreneurship 
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development if it must be relevant to the 
needs of the society. Again, the curriculum 
of vocational technical education 
programme should be improved to create 
in the technical student the awareness and 
zeal for promoting self-employment. It 
should be recalled that the acquisition of 
entrepreneurial skills provides profitable 
opportunities to those who will develop 
these virtually important skills. Poverty 
will be eradicated or reduced if the 
Nigerian educational system is regenerated 
towards technical, vocational and 
entrepreneurship educational at all levels 
of education. 
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