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Abstract

This paper entitled Regenerating Language Education for
poverty eradication, self reliance and national development
examined the situation of Language use in Nigerian
educational system. It discovered that even though language
has been wused whether indigenous or foreign, to
communicate, there are certain areas of human needs that it
is yet to be most useful: it has not been used as a tool for
poverty eradication, self reliance on the part of the citizenry
especially the youths and National development. The paper
calls for a holistic pursuit of the National Language polices

and advocated for monitoring of implementation.

Language which is as old as
mankind has been bestowed on him as a
means of communication. Language is the
most important material gift that nature has
bestowed on man to enable him
communicate many views about himself,
his environment or other things around
him. In the views of Block and Tragger
(1945) Language is a system of arbitrary
vocal symbols by means of which a group
operates. To Essien (2003), Language is a
system of rules in which sound structures
and meanings are integrated for
communication.

Language has helped man to
exchange ideas or views between himself

and another or groups of other people. It
thus plays multi-faceted roles of linking
different people together, helping in the
socialization of different individuals;
helping also in the educational attainment
of people in their society etc. Ukut (2011)
observed that:

The human language is an intrinsic
endowment which enables man to
express varied views and also
understand the world around him,
his history, culture, politics, socials,
his education etc. Language has
played significant roles, and without
it, the human world would come to a
stand still. Without it, no socio-
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economic, political, cultural,
religious and educational activities
would have been carried out. In the
field of education, it is not
imaginable  how to  impart
knowledge, skills, techniques of
production of goods and services...
without a language.

The place of Language is then so
crucial in our national and international life
that it is second to the air that man
breathes.

Language as referred to here is
both national and international languages.
For many years now in Nigeria, the issue
of central language to adopt as a national
language has generated much arguments to
the extent that now there is no indigenous
language(s) that have been adopted as a
central language.

In the absence of a central
language, the Nigerian society has adopted
a foreign language, the English language
as its official language of communication.
The English Language according to

Effiong (2008) is a language of
International trade, commerce, science and
technology, political ideology, social

system among others... English Language
has reduced the world into a global village.

The Nigerian society that has so
far experimented the use of the English
Language as an official Language of
communication has seen the benefits vis-a-
vis, linking us to the global communities
with all the advantages arising there from.

The Nigerian society is in urgent
need to key into the global rhythm or heart

2

beats in areas of current learning in
science, technology, ICT etc. This may not
be possible until the language which
embodies these new developments — the
English Language is learned. Recently,
studies have indicated that there is general
lack of interest by Nigerian learners to
study the English Language very well at
the primary and secondary levels of
education. This explains why
performances in English Language as one
of the compulsory subjects in the school
system have dwindled in both internal,
external and qualifying examinations.
Given this ugly trend in our schools, there
is need to urgently address the issue of
language if we as a nation has to reap the
fruits of belonging to a global village. It is
against this background of regenerating
language education for poverty
eradication, self reliance and national
development that this paper is undertaken.

Nigerian Language Policies

The Federal government of
Nigeria recognizes the importance that
language plays in the education process
and in the preservation of the people’s
cultures; hence it recommends that the
Nigerian child should learn his mother
language in addition to the three major
languages in Nigeria — Hausa, Ibo and
Yoruba, (National Policy on Education,
2004).

According to the National Policy
on Education, 2004), the Federal
Government recommends that a child at
early days in a formal school setting be
made to learn in his mother tongue or in
the language of the immediate



environment. But sad to say that at the pre-
primary and primary levels of education,
many Nigerian school children are still
being taught in a foreign language — the
English language. A recent survey when
this writer visited schools where some
student teachers were doing teaching
practice exercise reveals that in Akwa
Ibom State, pupils at early stage of formal
education are taught in English Language
instead of the children’s mother tongue as
recommended. This situation not only

makes the pupils appreciate foreign
languages more than their own but
alienates them from their cultures,

traditions, indigenous technologies which
are carried in his mother tongue.

The non usage of the indigenous
languages in the formal training of our
pupils is in preference to the use of English
Language. The English Language came to
Nigeria with the British during the colonial
era. At that time, English Language in
Nigeria served only as a contact language
between the white colonial masters and the
Africans. The failure by Nigeria to evolve
a National Language makes English
language to be given prominence in our
society as not only a language of
education, but as Effiong (2008) puts it, a
language of international trade, commerce,
science  and  technology, politics,
ideological and social systems... The
English language was later introduced as a
compulsory subject of study at all levels of
education — pre/primary, secondary and
tertiary levels. Earlier, emphasis had been
on the effective articulation of grammatical
elements which will result in standard
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British English or Queens English
(Received Pronunciation, RP).
With  the intricacies  and

complexities inherent in the language, its
teaching and learning becomes problematic
to most students and adults alike. The
method of teaching of the English
language by teachers in schools in the past
has not helped enough as emphasis was on
proper writing of the grammar of the
language. Now the method of teaching the
same subject is still problematic. In the
junior secondary school, English language
is forced into sharing contact hour with
literature in English. This is called English
studies. In this method, literature in
English is combined with the English
language as a single subject to be handled
in forty (40) minutes. This merger of two
broad but related subjects together robs
each of them enough time to handle each
segment contained in each subject
properly, a situation leading in many
instances to pupils’ poor academic
performance in these subjects in both
internal and qualifying exterminations.
This situation calls for reviews of not only
language policies in Nigeria as it affects
teaching/learning of language but the
methods of imparting language skills in the
learners. This is necessary and urgent tool
if we want to achieve poverty eradication,
self reliance and national development.

Regenerating Language Education for
Poverty Eradication, Self Reliance and
National Development

Regeneration is the concept
applied to a thing when the attempt is to
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make it more active, successful and
important after a period of time that it has
been low in status. It means to give more
or new strength or life to a thing as a way
of restoring its lost qualities or status. To
regenerate language education is to
resuscitate language policies, its teaching
and learning approaches and then be
consistent in its application in solving
human problems which could lead to
poverty eradication, self reliance and
national development. If we want to
achieve poverty eradication, self reliance
and national development, then we need to
review our national policies on language
and method of teaching language to our
learners. There is obviously very serious
need to regenerate language education in
Nigeria. For purpose of this paper, the
following are some of the ways of
regenerating  language education in
Nigeria:

Enforcing the use of indigenous
languages. This could start by developing
both spoken and written orthographies of
Nigerian  languages.  Thereafter, the
languages should be wused in their
immediate linguistic environments. It is
important to enforce this because
according to Uguru (2007), since our
indigenous  languages embody  our
indigenous technology, it is important that
the curriculum of language study should
have a section which deals with the study
of scientific and technological concepts,
particularly those deriving from the
languages under study. From Uguru’s
view, it is seen that indigenous languages
carry indigenous science, technology,
cultures and traditions of the people in
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their environment. If the languages are
unused in schools right from the early
formal education levels, it will not enable
learners to internalize the science and
technology of their immediate
environment. On leaving school, these
learners with the knowledge of what they
were taught: their type of farming and
methods, crafts of all kinds, pottery, wood
work, architecture, painting, music, fine
arts, fashion, designing, weaving etc. go
into the society as fully informed
individuals. With the skills or knowledge
acquired while in school, they can adopt
any of the things taught as their
occupation. This way, they eradicate
poverty and are self reliant.

Also Contributing Aziza (1999)
suggested that indigenous language study
can be used to bring out information on
such areas as traditional medicine, food
technology etc. He further says that
traditional food preservation is one area
that can be harnessed through proper
language study. He adds that the processes
of food preservation should be taught in
such a practical way that the children will
internalize and be able to apply them later.

Aziza’s call for the extraction of
processes of traditional food preservation
from indigenous language study is
necessary in view of the fact that there are
certain crops and fruits in our society that
are seasonal. They come in abundance in
their season and are dearth at other times
of the year. Since students have been
taught food preservation method, which
are embodied in indigenous languages, on



leaving school, they can practice to
preserve our rich food crops and fruits
which are often wasted or consumed in
excess because of lack of storage or
preservation systems. This way, these
students become self employed and self
reliant, thereby contributing to the much
envisaged national development.

Uguru (2007) further stressed that
indigenous technology is best studied,
transmitted and transferred in the
indigenous languages embodying it. This is
because such technology is culture-based
just as language is. On his part Bangboshe
(1994) showed that Nigeria has between
four hundred and five hundred indigenous
languages. If proper goal-oriented study of
these languages should commence and be
sustained, this country will have a great
array of technologies to which reference
can be made even by scientists. This will
lead to many of our teaming youths and
school leavers gainfully employing
themselves instead of waiting for
government’s employment which may not
even come. This way, our youths become
self reliant. This will contribute to national
development.

On the issue of the use of English
language as a medium of instruction in
schools in Nigeria, we all know that this
language is replete with irregularities and
complexities which make its acquisition
difficult. Due to this, the English Language
should be regenerated.

Separate English Language from
Literature in English. With this, English
Language class would be distinct from
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Literature in English class and as such
should be given a separate space in the
school time table. This is to enable the
teacher to give due attention and enough
time to teach with care, those rudiments of
English Language especially those aspects
that are problematic for the learners. When
learners understand the language of
instruction, they stand a better chance of
understanding the science and technology
which according to Uhuru are embedded in
the language. When the learners acquire
the technology embedded in the English
language, they can adopt and practice it
thereby earning a living. This way, they
become self-reliant and contribute to
national development.

The method of teaching any
subject matters a lot. If the teaching
method is good, the teaching and learning
will be good and vice versa. Consequently,
the current trend of over relying on the
teaching of the written medium as against
the spoken medium is defective. Emphasis
should be placed on both the written and
spoken medium so that learners will
internalize the rules of the language in
order to be competent in general
communication. At the early stage of
learning English language, the sound
systems of the language should be taught
to the learners instead of limiting them to
the teaching of grammar only. The
alphabets and their referents should be
emphasized at early school levels.

Learners should be introduced to
supra-segmental such as stress, rhythm and
intonation. The teacher should begin with
stress so that the learners know that
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English language is not spoken in
monotone as in one syllabic word e.g.
come, go, run, stand, cup, held, girl, man,
kill, say, drop etc. but that it is rendered in
a combination of syllables — stressed and
unstressed especially in words of two or
more syllables e.g. never, former, instead,
carpet, doctor, singer, debtor, window,
master, syllable, triangle, multiple etc.

Learners should be made to know
that in two syllabic words for example,
words can migrate from one part of speech
to another depending on which syllable is
stressed in speech.

Example
Table 1: Shows How Words Changed
from Nouns to Verbs When Stressed

Noun Verbs
Comfort comfort
Import import
Export export
Conduct ConDUCT
Increase inNCREASE

Over dependence on the teaching of
grammar of English Language is not
healthy enough. It is a mark of dependence
on the quality of language education that
the colonial masters bequeathed on their
colonial subjects. That type of language
education was to produce catechists,
interpreters, and teachers who will teach
the African the Whiteman’s civilization.
Today, we have realized that the sound
system of English Language is paramount
for understanding not the grammar of
English language but other subjects of
study in school. For example in normal
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speech, it could be given prominence to a
syllable in words or a whole word
depending on the importance attached to
such syllables or words in a sentence. E.g.

The man STole the goat.

The MAN stole the goat

The man stole MY goat

The man stole my MONEY

The four sentences above are the
same structurally. The differences are in
the stressed words in each sentence. The
stressed words are where the emphases are
in each sentence. Lessons on pronunciation
drill help learners not only in learning of
English Language only but other subjects
in the school system.

Conversely, Literature in English
when separated from English Language
class and given a distinct place in the
school system and time-table enables the
literature teacher to handle the contents of
the literature text very well. Literature
according to Ukut (2011) is a body of
knowledge which needs to be imbibed for
the betterment of the human society which
produces it by reflecting back to us the
happenings in the human society.
Literature expresses life and by so doing
entertains, educates, informs and even
warns humanity about ills or vices, thereby
teaching morality which helps shape
peoples attitudes in the society. Ukut
(2011) had it that literature is a reserviour
and a custodian of the human society,
embodies the value systems of the society
that it operates, takes care of the operating
philosophy of the society, its history, ethics
cultures and traditions and even seem to



judge the conducts of human affairs in the
society.

Since according to Ukut, (2011)
the cultural values of the society are
contained in the literary arts of the society
literary arts education is a very important
mode of imparting the values and cultural
practices to the younger generation. This
way, the younger generation will come to
know, value and uphold what their society
stands for. For example, some of the
lessons or moral values learned from
Akpabio’s novel — The Successful Failure
included: honesty selflessness, dedication,
hard work and determination. These
virtues in learners help them to be focused
in life’s vocation which they have been
taught. This helps them to be self reliant,
thereby contributing to national
development.

Appreciation and Introduction of
Nigerian Pidgin English

Nigerian Pidgin English (NPE)
according to Brann (1981) and Omamor
(1982) is the product of Nigerian
indigenous languages in English, having a
number of varieties according to the degree
of influence of the diverse indigenous
languages on English Language. Some
sections of the society especially the elites
among us may view Pidgin English lowly
and commonplace, designed for the lowly
in the society while designating standard
Nigerian English for the mighty in
academics.

The fact remains that in spite of
the influence of western education on the
society, a large chunk of the Nigerian
populace are illiterates at least, as per
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formal education. Based on this, they
cannot speak educated Nigerian/standard
English with fluency and competency.

Arising from this, they rely very
well on the use of Pidgin English for their
daily communication and they have done
this very well. It should also be appreciated
that all the constituents of Nigerian society
have their own culture and traditional
technologies etc. These indigenous
technologies are also carried in their pidgin
version just like the western technologies
re conveyed through the English language.

It should be noted that to access
the indigenous technologies which are
borne in the pidgin language, the Pidgin
English must be brought to the fore.

Omamor (1982) in Edung (2008)
maintains that the Nigerian pidgin, at least
a variety of it, is functioning as the first
language or mother tongue of a specific
and identifiable community of indigenous
Nigerian in the Warri — Sapele region. She
further stated that the NPE, at least the
Warri Sapele variety of it, is therefore a
definite sociolinguistic reality which by
implication is classifiable into one or
another of the categories of Nigerian
endolects. Arising from this view about
Nigerian pidgin English, is that if the
pidgin language is given a right of place
just like indigenous Nigeria languages and
English Language as veritable and
intelligible mode of communication, the
indigenous  cultures, traditions and
technologies could be brought to the fore
as more and more people begin to speak it
without being stigmatized. Knowledge and
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skills carried in the pidgin language could
be accessed by people to create a living out
of it thereby, promoting national
development.

Conclusion

This paper examined the place of
language — indigenous or foreign and its
roles in the eradication of poverty, creating
of self reliance among our people
especially the youths and then fostering
National development. It has noted that
language policies in Nigeria have not been
effective owing to non implementation.

The paper calls for a regeneration
of language education in our society so
that language serves human beings with
optimum satisfaction. It noted that poor
language policy implementation and
teaching methods by teachers contribute in
marring this intrinsic tool from meeting the
optimum needs of communication for
survival, self reliance and National
development. It suggests among other
measures the full implementation and
holistic monitoring of all National
language policies. It also recommended
that pidgin based form of English be
developed and given a place in our
national life since many people speak it for
their daily communication. It hopes that
when these recommendations are adopted,
it will lead to poverty eradication, self
reliance and national development.

Recommendations

Given the fact that language is a
veritable agent of change, progress and
development, and whereas, the present
language policies in Nigeria have not fully
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satisfied the yearnings of the people, it has

become sin-qua-non to regenerate our

language policies and orientation. In line
with the above, it has been recommended
that:

(@ The federal government should
develop both spoken and written
orthographies of all indigenous
Nigerian languages.

(b) It should enforce the use of indigenous
Nigerian languages to be used as a
formal mode of instruction at least at
the early level of a child’s education.

(c) English language text books should be
written with Nigerian background, i.e.

objects examples/illustration, names
etc should be Nigerianised.
(d) Written and spoken modes of

communication should be given equal
rating in our school curriculum.

(e) Effective method of teaching language
in schools, especially primary schools
should be adopted by teachers
according to the age, socio-cultural and
linguistic backgrounds of the learners.

(f) Separate language class from literature
in English in the school system to
enable effective teaching of the two
subjects.

(9) Federal Government should provide a
machinery for effective monitoring of
the implementation of all National
Language  policies  which  are
acceptable to the peoples of Nigeria.



(h) Only qualified language teachers
should be employed, licensed to teach
language related subjects and they
should be motivated to put in their
best.
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