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The Nigerian educational system 
today is faced with a whole lot of 
challenges with the public primary school 
being the worst hit. It is bound to 
experience total collapse if proactive and 
urgent steps are not taken to rescue it. 

 
The public primary schools, most 

especially the ones in the rural areas are 
characterized by poor staffing, dilapidated 
structures or buildings, unkempt 
environments and absence of essential 
teaching and learning materials. 
Sometimes these buildings are used by the 
public as churches. Worst still, some 
members of the school community use the 
classrooms as threshing floors and even 
defecate in them. Even in the urban 
centres, the story is the same. The total 
neglect of the educational system by  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

successive administrations poses great 
threat to national development. 
 
The State of Public Primary Schools in 
Nigeria 

The primary educational system 
started witnessing tremendous growth 
since independence. In line with the desire 
by the Federal Government to improve 
primary education in the country, the UPE 
was launched in 1976 with the actual 
planning starting in 1974 when the then 
head of state, General Yakubu Gowon, 
quoted by Nwagu (1976:63) said: 

 
The importance of this sector 
derives from the need to ensure an 
adequate supply of high level 
manpower to meet the development 
needs of the economy. Government 
has accepted universal and 
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compulsory primary education as a 
matter of policy. As an emergency 
measure, the existing teacher 
training colleges in the country will 
be substantially expanded and 
additional teacher training colleges 
will be established.  

 
The Universal Basic Education 

programme was similarly launched on the 
30th September, 1999 by the then President 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief 
(Rtd) General Olusegun Obasanjo to meet 
the same developmental needs as earlier 
emphasized by the UPE programme. 

 
The above strategies and 

programmes, aimed at taking Nigeria to 
the next level of development using 
primary education as a basis, are faced 
with myriads of problems militating 
against the growth of this educational 
sector. They include annual increase in 
enrolments, pupils drop outs, shortage of 
qualified teachers, inadequate classroom 
accommodation, underfunding, non-
payment of teachers salaries, lack of basic 
teaching and learning materials and 
unconducive learning environments. 
Following the total neglect of this sector 
on the part of the government, both 
teachers, educational policy makers and 
inspectors of schools allowed this ugly 
development and degeneration to go 
unchecked. The pupils, school 
communities and governments continue to 
watch the accomposition helplessly and 
even contribute to this state of jeopardy of 
public primary schools. 
 

Environmental Education  
The Nigerian rural set up is 

characterized by a number of challenges 
which include subsistence agriculture, bad 
roads, poor drinking water, lack of 
electricity few primary and secondary 
educational institutions, large population, 
illiteracy and ignorance, scattered families 
as well as dirty environments. Akpa 
(1986:2) observed that the bulk of the 
Nigerian population like most developing 
countries live and earn their living in the 
rural areas. Illiteracy coupled with poor 
educational background are common 
features among these rural populace. The 
schools are equally poor in outlook and 
orientation. The quality of teaching and 
learning in these schools is below 
standards. The school environments are not 
conducive for learning as there are no 
toilet facilities, no drinking water, no 
health clinics, and in some cases, faeces 
are seen all over the school premises. 
These require health and environmental 
education. Mass destruction of trees that 
provide shade and beauty affect the 
environment as well as teaching and 
learning. 

 
Furthermore, school children are 

exposed to harsh weather conditions as 
some pupils are made to learn under 
shades and trees. This affects them as the 
wind carries dry soil and sometimes results 
to rainstorms leading to disruption of 
teaching and learning. Under such 
environmental circumstances, teaching and 
learning becomes hazardous. 
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Aghenta (1991:22) emphasizes the 
importance of primary education as laying 
a solid foundation for both quantity and 
quality in the national education system. 
The objectives of primary education are 
also captured in the National Policy on 
Education (2004). Section 10 of the 
National Policy on Education (2004) 
further identified specialized services for 
the improvement of education. One of the 
main objectives of educational services is 
the provision of necessary tools and 
materials to enable teachers to function 
competently so that children can enjoy 
learning effectively. It further stressed the 
need for good offices and classrooms to be 
provided in schools. 

 
According to Charlie (1994) there 

is a direct positive relationship between 
good facilities possessed by schools and 
the performance of teachers and school 
children. He further stresses that facilities 
should be provided and maintained. These 
include painting the worn-out walls, 
repairing the leaking roofs, fixing the 
broken concrete floors and chairs. Mowing 
of lawns and fields, cultivating ornamental 
plants and decorating the walls with 
education pictures. He spell out the 
advantages to be derived in maintaining 
school facilities to include prolonging the 
lives of the facilities, making them safe 
and secure for the use of staff and pupils 
for the good health of the occupants and 
for a stimulating learning environment. He 
concluded that it is the responsibility of 
every stakeholder in the education of the 
child to help supply and maintain facilities 
in schools. 

It is in view of the generally poor 
environmental conditions in public primary 
schools, poor teacher quality and low 
teacher quantity that Etuk (2006) 
maintained that the performance of public 
primary school leavers in Nigeria is judged 
as poor especially as it concerns literacy, 
numeracy, and the development of 
vocational and technical skills. 

 
Awagu (1978) and Adesina (1990) 

have argued that the quality of facilities 
and environment in an educational system. 
They asserted that the Nigerian schools, 
including public primary schools are now 
witnessing a state of dilapidation of 
infrastructural facilities and environment 
as it is visible in the attention of the federal 
and state governments to the rehabilitation 
of schools bearing in mind that the 
physical facilities and a clean environment 
are very important in teaching and learning 
situations. There is no doubt that a good 
school premises could have significant 
educational effect on pupils. Therefore, the 
old and dilapidating infrastructural 
facilities and environment existing in our 
public primary schools has called for 
consideration. However, the present 
position and state of schools in 
infrastructure, curriculum content, 
environmental problems, lack of teachers 
and materials cannot make for effective 
teaching and learning for our cherished 
dream of functional primary education for 
national development. 

Akpa (1991:83), also pointed out 
that the school is a social institution which 
meets the demand for scientific thinking 
individuals by producing a cadre of 
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enlightened people who have learnt 
sufficient variety of skills to be able to 
show the way in farming, nutrition and 
sanitation to their less progressive 
neighbours. The pathetic condition of our 
primary schools charged with the task of 
turning out scientists and skilled men and 
women is observed by Griffith (1968) cited 
in Akpa (1991:85) that in the rural village 
schools, 

There is little apparatus, the walls 
are rarely bare and the books are 
few…The school building may lack 
doors and windows and so wind and 
goats enter unimpeded…the roof 
may leak and rain drive in.     
          

   This deplorable state of our 
public primary schools adversely affects 
teaching and learning in the system. With 
the gross inadequacies in the 
environmental conditions, effective 
teaching and learning becomes inefficient 
and ineffective. In the urban centres, noise, 
emission of dangerous gases by factories 
and motor vehicles, etc constitute health 
and environmental hazards. These impose 
greater restraints on school national 
planning that would satisfy the necessary 
conditions for teaching and learning. 

 
In view of the environmental 

constraints, what is obtainable in the public 
primary schools is mere schooling without 
smooth teaching and learning. The children 
may leave home of for school but may not 
end up in school due to environmental 
destruction. This causes stress and strain 
on the child, teacher, parents and the entire 
society. 

Conclusion 
The paper has so far established 

that the environment has serious effects on 
teaching and learning especially at the 
primary school level. The present state of 
our public primary schools cannot help the 
Nigerian child to attain the laudable 
objectives of primary education for 
sustainable national development. 

 
Recommendations 
 The advent of the Universal Basic 
Education is a welcome development as 
education is the only veritable tool for 
poverty alleviation and total eradication of 
societal ills. However, given the 
environmental constraints in our public 
primary schools, not much can be 
achieved. The following are obvious 
recommendations. 
 
 The various actors and 
administrators of the Ministries of 
Education at the state and national levels 
should be men and women of high 
integrity, resourcefulness and proven 
ability to steer the ship of primary school 
education to its desired destination. 
 
 There should be tremendous 
improvement of teaching and learning 
conditions, with the contribution of 
government, teachers, parents and publics. 
 There should be adequate 
motivation of personnel for better 
performance and increased effectiveness 
for sustainable development.      
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