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Abstract

Over the years, economists, environmentalist and political leaders
handled the well being of the people of their nations as the main
reason for development and growth. Thereis no particular nation that
has gained proper development without sustaining her environmental
resources. Environmental resource development is an resource-
centered strategy of development environmental education which helps
broaden peoples horizon on ways of harness utilization, of resourcesin
the environment as well as management and conservation of the
environment towards future use. Several studies have been carried out
to analyze the channels which environmental resources can affect
development. Using endogenous growth/development model which
sees environmental resource as a major factor in national
development, this paper examined environmental education and
utilization of environmental resources for developmental goals and
also the constraints to environmental resour ce devel opment goals.
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From human history, people used resources froretkizonment comfortable.
In addition to gathering wild plants and huntingldvanimals for sustenance, they
domesticated plants and animals to provide a mepemdable supply of food and other
resource. People also utilize all the resourcesnfrdomesticated animals for
transportation, farming and other tasks. For examfyood provided a source of fuel
for heating and cooking.

The Environment

The physical environment refers to man’s immedsateoundings. It contains
both natural things and man-made materials andiress.

Uzu (2010) opines that the environment is the nesobase of man. This is so
because all natural resources like water , minesalss, climate, vegetation, human
resources human and the landscape make up themment.

The environment can also be described as all exteamditions that favour the
existence of any organism, if the environment iaduwive the more favourable it
become for human and other living things. The mmrment if compulsory for the
existence of man therefore it has to be protecteth factivities that are likely to
degrade or make it unsuitable.

Emaviwe (2016) in her #2inaugural lecture stated categorically that tre la
quarter of 28 century man has awoken to the realization of thportance of the
environment to organic and inorganic matter, liviagd non-living things and
particularly to his very survival. Indeed, the nexbetween the environment and the
survival of man as its prime user has become aemait global concern. The
environment is the complex of physical, chemical hiological factors and processes
which sustain life. Man is part of the network naftural components which make up
the planetary ecosystem. Science, religion anifyisigree that before the advent of
man, the environment already existed, thus therenwient preceded man, and by
deduction also preceded human technological arehtiic developmental activities.
In fact, in the book of Genesis, God’'s omniscieand omnipotence was exemplified
before and after creation. God put in place, &thef, worthy and ideal environment
for the happiness, improvement and enjoyment of.méhe story of creation shows
that everything God created was good. The stagesetfor a healthy, luscious and
invigorating environment to sustain all aspectifefon earth.

Environmental Education is a broad concept, foaugmmincipally on the
physical environment, environmental hazards, efetenvironmental degradation on
man, environmental quality, environmental abuse misuse, environmental
management, laws and policies, environmental ptiotestrategies and environmental
sanitation.

Environmental education also focus on the envirarirend how man can
improve the environmental quality through proped goainstaking planning and
management.
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Environmental education focuses on environmentalagament through laws
and policies to enhance environmental quality. |Quaf life is enhanced in an
environment that is devoid of abuse and degradatibhis can be achieved through
proper management of the environment and envirotahesanitation exercise as
currently being practiced in most parts of Nigeria.

Environmental education is concerned with develggirtitizenry that is aware
of and concerned about the total environment amsda#isociated problems. The
objectives of environmental education anchor on dewelopment of awareness,
knowledge, attitudes, skills, evaluation abilitydaparticipation of the citizenry on
environmental issues. These objectives accordifgdara (1997) can only be realized
by the government agencies and the promulgatiodesiees or enactment of the
enabling laws together with the inclusion of enmireental studies in all Teacher’s
Preparation Programmes. He notes that the caattal$ of inadequate environmental
ethics, ignorance or inadequate environmental avesse knowledge and skills can
only be improved through education. In this seiitses believed that if teachers in
training are adequately oriented, they will devedopearly awareness of environmental
problems and will ultimately impact it to their dients when they become practicing
teachers.

Environmental education stands also as a resportbe talarming threat to the
environment to human survival. This threat to #mvironment calls for global
attention. As the environmental resources are nutitieed.

Project Gaia (2005) reports that about two thirdhef estimated 84 million
rural dwellers, mostly women and children, livearcommunity experiencing severe
energy crisis due to deforestation. Forest isrg R&jor natural resource.

The developed countries of the world succeededffareht levels to provide
sustainable and accessible sources through knowiledkjlls and constructions,
bringing about increased level of human comforiesdurce utilization embodies the
idea of balancing human comfort with reasonableusse consumption level, by
researching and implementing effective and sudtéenaesource harvesting and
utilization measure.

Nigeria with her vast resources and population dega crude oil (petroleum)
— a fossil fuel — for foreign exchange and domess$ie, neglecting the fact that crude
oil is not an inexhaustible resource. But as b&péligerians fear that the country may
wake up one day and discover that the oil has geamed due to over dependence on
oil.

Utilization is concerned with maximum and beneficiae of resources in the
environment. It has to do with satisfaction derifrem well planned resource
development. Utilization of resources whether mwinental or human help in
achieving developmental goals through generatiaewénue.

Nigeria and African at large is blessed with abumidasources, this include both
human and environmental resources.
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Statement of Problem

The planning of many countries economic developnemiostly centered on
the accumulation of capital for speedy growth aadetbped without paying attention
to the important role of environmental resourced Aow they affect development
goals.

Theoretical Framework

Using endogenous growth/development model, a resswas seen as a major
factor in national development. Another theoryt tiigs paper rests on is the Chinese
five elements theory. This theory explains the fanergy fields which are wood, fire,
earth, metal and water.

However, the elements are not static, they aretantlg moving and changing, once
these five elements are identified, they set abatggorizing all phenomena movement
and within the five categories.

Everything from a river to land, to sound, to organ our bodies can be
described in terms of the five elements. How thiage characterized depends on their
individual qualities, the earth is associated vgitbwth and development, keeping all
five elements in balance and harmony both in ussiirsurrounding.

These five elements act upon two other; eithemgiwirth to it or controlling
it. For example, wood gives birth to fire and ficentrols or suppresses earth.
Similarly, fire gives birth to earth and controletal. All five elements are constantly
interacting with each other element — none staoise.

Giving example from nature, a plant (wood) growsewtit is given water;
when burnt; wood gives birth to fire and the buashes subsequently return to the
earth (the five elements interacts).

The five elements theory in this study of environtaé education and utilization of

environment depends on the available resourcesyd@pnal development helps to
explain how a resource can be utilized to giventtiotanother when properly utilized to
achieve development goals. These five key reseweesolar (sun), water, wind, plant
and animal. From these, all other forms of enemyrce like geothermal, nuclear, etc
are gotten. This paper rest on the strength ofethitbeories to focus on resource
development and utilization towards national depeient.

Environmental Resour ces Classified

According to the Dictionary of Environmental Sciencesource is any source
of economic wealth, for example, land, mineral sibkuels, labour etc. One important
factor which determines the utility of a resourceshe technological attainment of a
society for example. In most cases, what is reghrals a resource in a particular
society or time may be thought as useless elsevdneaea different time. The issue of
crude oil deposits which became valuable resounte= suitable technology existed
to produce the automobile engine oil/fuel provides good example.

World Educators Forum, Vol. 9 No. 1, July, 2017 18152350-2401 4



Environmental Education and Utilization of Environmntal Resources for Development
Goals-Esther Uche Obiajulu Anyia; Micah OKolie Uzu And Oghenekaro Goodnews
Gayovwi

Environmental resources are very vital to the dgwelent of society. Their importance
is underscored by the basic resource theory whiigulates that economic growth
depends on the presence, quality and magnitudeasit lhatural resources within
particular areas or economic regions. The theggyes that the development of these
resources attracts investment capital to thesesaseal increases income and
employment, (Essang in Olisa and Obiukwu, 1992bmé& states in Nigeria — Edo,
Delta and Rivers are presently experiencing ramidnemic growth based on the
production of highly valuable resource, petroleum.

Resources have been classified under two categeriemnewable and non-
renewable. Jones (1990) defined renewable resmuaseany commodity which
theoretically cannot be totally consumed due talidity to reproduce (biologically) or
regenerate (physically) in number. He arguesrgrawable resources originate either
as inexhaustible sources (such as solar energy,nagjor physical cycle (such as the
hydrological cycle) or as a biological system (s@shall plants and animals which
replicate themselves). Conversely, non-renewaklgources are those naturally
occurring finite resources which in terms of theriam time scale, cannot be renewed
once they have been consumed.

Most non-renewable resources can only be renewed aweological time
span. All fossil fuels and the mineral resourcdisrfio this category.

These three basic necessities are very essentialn@an survival. There are
air, food and water. They have to be there, ottsenlife will cease to exist. To avoid
the depletion of air, water, and food, there msstme mechanisms for their renewal.
Thus, air, water, and food are said to be renewadseurces. That is, natural cycle
replace them when they are consumed. Apart frepwaiter and food, there are other
important renewable resources such as agriculttmagst and grassland resources
wildlife, fish farming, land and some energy resms:

Some Factorsthat Negate Utilization of Resource

A number of factors negate the utilization of eomimental resources towards
achieving developmental goals. Among the factogs a

1. Tradition and Custom these have effect on etitramf resources as some
tradition forbids people and industries from tagpgsome of the vital resources which
was meant to generate revenue to meet up with o@vental goals. If a society
values conservative and supportive innovation amange, development will come
speedily

2. Periodicity is an important factor that hindelesvelopment goals especially
when processes are not in place at the right tifiwe.achieve development goals
through environmental education and utilizatiomesfources there must be good timing
and readiness to face the challenges of growtldaadlopment.
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3. Crisis: Development crisis are expected everywhespecially when new
situation are about to come up, but this crisisehi@vbe subdued by prime mover of
development.

Strategy for Resour ce Utilization

1. Attitude reorientation of the people: There trus a change in the attitude of
the people for development to work out. Negatiaigs, behaviours, habit and vices
should be avoided therefore the reorientation effelp to imbibe in them new ways of
life that are geared towards development.

2. By developing awareness, knowledge, skills ovirenmental resource issue:
It can be realized when government promulgate @sce:nd enactment of enabling
laws together with inclusion of environmental edigra in all teachers preparatory

programme.

3. If we learn to avoid wastage of resources.

4, When experts are trained to enable them to baheél harnessing, processing,
conservation and utilization of valuable resources

5. By considering diverse resources, not focusimgry one.

Conclusion and Recommendation

In conclusion environmental education is a genugffort gear towards
utilization of environmental resources and develepthgoals. There is no particular
nation that has gained proper development withagtasning her environmental
resources. Environmental resources developmeat nssource-centered strategy of
development environmental education which will hbiaden peoples horizon on
ways of harnessing and utilization, of resourcesthia environment as well as
management and conserving the environment towdwiefwse. Several studies have
been carried out to analysis the channels whichr@mwental resources can affect
development. Using endogenous growth/developmenbdein which sees
environmental resource as a major factor in natidegelopment, this paper examined
environmental education and utilization of envir@mal resources for developmental
goals and also the constraints to environment ressulevelopment goals.

It is recommended that attention and effort shdaddgeared toward solving
problems of harnessing and utilization of environtaéresources.

It depends on what we do from now on. It we takenediate action in line
with some of the issues and negative factors ifledtthen we may be able to refocus
on our environmental resources for high level dewelent.
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