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Abstract

This paper explained the need for the philosophglofistian education in
African universities as a new development in thi§ 2entury which can
always create an opportunity for human reflectiontihe Bible. The aim of
Christian education is to develop effective knogkeaf the basic facts of
Christianity as expressed in the Bible, in Churdé$tdry, and in liturgy. Such
knowledge implies basic Christian concepts and eslinat are necessary for
personal growth towards mature adulthood, takingpimccount the basic
characteristic of the successive stages of growth the values and needs for
producing sustainable higher education in Africamcisty. Religious
education in the Christian sense includes all eff@nd processes which help
to bring children and adults into a vital and sagirexperience of God
revealed in Christ; to quicken the sense of Godhdiing reality, so that
communion with Him in prayer and worship becomesatural habit and
principle of life; meaning of their growing expamime values, to establish
attitudes and habits of Christlike living, humanatens; and to enlarge and
deepen the understanding of the historic facts bichvChristianity rests, and
of the rich content of Christian experience, beli@hd doctrine. It is an
imperative to critically look inward into the ergirhuman life in global
challenges for the implementation of sustainabldogbphy of Christian
education in high education in Africa. The philokgmf Christian education
is perfectly illustrated in the life of Christ anthn show a direct way for
survival and development of Africa continent. Toddica and Africans are
facing serious challenges of corruption, developtneew economic theories,
new political theories, association, fellowship, dical problems,
environmental issues, new phase of exploitatiomsy power and energy
practices, new communication techniques, new metlafdeducation, new
system of ruling and governance, new system ofihgraver and taking over
in government and new policies in politics. Thipg@aaddressed the need of
Sustainable Philosophy of Christian Education toemep with these
challenges in the higher education in Africa.
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In every developed country, universities play inmgot roles in the promotion
of sustainable development in the society. Thiglase through the sustainable of
higher education. Education plays an important ioldeveloping a nation. Christian
education does not merely strive for the maturihg buman person. It also teaches an
individual how to worship God and encourages a @ern® be transformed in his
personal life into the new man, created in justiw@iness truth, growth, development,
stability and sustainability (Agang, 2016). Thelpbbdphy of Christian education in the
higher education in Africa is to also help the stud and lecturers in the higher
education system develop into perfect manhoodtaethe mature measure of the
fullness of Christ, and strive for the growth oéthody of Christ. Christian Education
in African higher education system establishes egtn systems and increases number
of stakeholders and expect them to be creativepaoductive leaders, faculties, staff,
students, external stakeholders, citizens and ®@adons (Salvioni, Franzoni,&
Cassano, 2017). This is because Christian Educea#inrbring individuals as many as
possible to the knowledge of Christ. The philosophyChristian Education in higher
education establishes the Gospel in the heartsramdis and social life of the people,
so that truth and righteousness may remain andisloun African higher education
system. The interplay between philosophy of Clarsteducation and the gospel of
Christ may be familiar. It may help clear the issfeethnic, political and religious
corruption and extremism in higher education (Ediy&015). This is an all round
education i.e. education for development of all theulties, education for full and
adequate preparation for this life and the fututerral life, education in which
emphasis is placed not only on the intellectual phgsical, but also the spiritual,
moral and character building in the African higleducation system. The philosophy
of Christian Education in the Universities in Aicontributes to the larger body of
knowledge, innovation, promotion of a more resotgffigient economy, greater
environmental friendliness and competitivenessastelr cultural growth, social and
territorial cohesion. The philosophy of Christiadugation in African higher education
system involves all those requirements that cheriset in general, any genuine
education truly aiming at helping a student or @ueer attain a full formation and
completeness as a person.

The philosophy of the Christian Education has terulterior purpose of the
transmission of the Christian heritage of faith, éxample, the teaching of people to
read and interpret the Bible in order that they mead and interpret the scriptures. The
philosophy of Christian Education also enablesdigization of intelligence in order
that the Christian students may be able to receiwdler understanding of the doctrines
that the Christian Education has already made kniovthe school system. This is the
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essential function of Christian Education to make tearners grow into intelligent
Christians (Agang, 2016). But to this end, it icessary that intelligence of Christian
Education itself should growth in them. So thatr¢hean be no any other means of
growth than the Christian Education, acquisition tbe intellectual skills, the
assimilation of the body of Christian Education Wtedge, and the initiation of their
knowledge.

The knowledge of the philosophy of Christian Edigatreveals two related
ideals that have been practised since the incepfi@hristian Education in the higher
education system. Firstly, the ideal of the ci@lizintelligence, a certain ideal of
rationality that embraces a perfecting of the pewar man his reason, imagination,
taste and vision of things as they are. Seconldéretis the ideal of the unity of truth, a
vision of realm of truth as an order, a univerdlegmbracing in its scope, unified in its
character (Korb, 2014). The Christian Educatorshieey in higher education in
African universities could perform many Christiamdareveal many Christian attitudes.
For the Christian Educators within the universitgviconment should involve in
transmission of the Christian concept of man anitbgbphy of Christian Education
which will be extremely important and if both theicholarship and personal dealings
with students and fellow staff members are on & hégel, then they are fulfilling their
duty as Christian Educators. This philosophy ofi€lan Education is distinctively
Christian which recognises the relationship betwesad and humanity. The
philosophy of Christian Education in higher edumatiis concerned with three
indispensables: First to help the learner to urtdedshis personal need of Jesus Christ
as Saviour. Secondly, to lead a learner into lifaazepting Jesus Christ as his personal
Saviour and providing the conditions under whichniey grow into perfect man, into
the measure of the stature of the fullness of €hfikirdly, to lead the learner to
consecration of his life to God for service. Tharkeer will grow to become like Christ
who ever lived to show how His strategies, priresphnd techniques (Korb, 2014).

The designs and hopes of the philosophy of Chridfiducation are not simply
to bring as many individuals as possible to thewdadge of Christ but also to establish
the gospel in the hearts and minds and socialdff¢he learner, so that truth and
righteousness may remain and flourish among thegatig, 2016). This must be done
with civilization. The philosophy of Christian Edation establishes the gospel among
people; they must have Bible copies and must hevi® anake them or money to buy
them. They must read and interpret the Bible aigl dfso implies instruction in the
higher education system.

Content of Christian Education

Christian Education has its intellectual interegtimaterials anywhere and
everywhere (Korb, 2017). These materials have idbas are considered to be
interesting and challenging knowledge of Christtaducation. These ideas involve
hymns, prayers, painting and sculpture. These theane religious, objects and things
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of beauty in the natural world, personal problemgational problems, social problems
of every sort, political problems, and economichpems are all put into the curriculum
of Christian Education with a view to making itegitentred. Any product of the human
spirit, no matter what realm of interest it reprase constitutes suitable materials for
the content of Christian Education (Agang, 2016)

According to Hunter, (2012), Christian school cavédna healthy spiritual life
through students’ activities while going after taeademic work in a large secular
fashion. This is the impact that secular educédti@s made on Christian education. The
modern educational philosophy and psychology hawmengteachers much better
understanding of the nature and process of learilihg attention here is the principle
of self-activity as basic learning to get mere khemlge. But it is understood that the
important thing in knowledge is not to gather amgitg of information, but to develop
experience as a means to gain more power, whidhewdble the learner to adjust
himself to a new environment, situation and cond#ias he meets them in a particular
place. The second reason goes to those matersdsilokd as a search for some way of
getting worthwhile results in the character and sbeial living of those who receive
religious teaching. There is a difference betwels knowledge of the Bible and
practice of virtues of Christianity (Hunter, 2013ometimes the unchristian character
qualities are found in the people who know moreuglttoe Bible and vis-a-vis.

Educators have driven more and more to the paialization that higher
education system in Africa is woefully inadequate raeasure by results in moral
living. Consequently, many influences have combiteedause emphasis to be placed
upon character development in Christian educatkorl{, 2014). So in the higher
education in Africa, in the search for content thvatuld produce the desired results,
there has been a turning towards materials thatmaml, spiritual, religious, ethical
and Christian. This character is developed fromt#sehing of Christian education
(Korb 2014).

Christian education regards the students in theenigducation not simply as having a
mind, nor as simply being a potential citizens,dekeeper, and wage earner. It regards
the students as possessed of God-like qualities,a@ndestined to larger life in a
society, which involves an interest in God. In Ghan education in the higher
education, a student is more than an intelligencee developed. The student is a
person with soul, spirit, and body to be nurturethie higher education ( Korb, 2010).

For Christian education, the student is a perstynalith a character which
under proper nurture, grows and develops from witforb, 2010). The task of
Christian education is to promote growth in spaitaharacter by guiding the learning
according to known laws of growth as the studentigpates in the life of the
Christian growth in the higher education system rfK@®015). Christian education
recognises the source of spiritual inspiration gedance outside the page of the
scriptures, and it gives the Bible supreme place.tke Christian education, the Bible
is the inerrant, inspired word of the eternal Ggiden to man to reveal to man as a
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destiny, plan of salvation for man, the saviourd amill of God (Pazmino, 1988).
Christian education firmly holds that by the Bilthe thoughts of men will be judged,
the words of man will be rewarded, and the livesran are guided. For Christian
education, the Bible is to man to be guided. Inhlgher education system, the Bible
teachers are to use extra-biblical materials, titdeBwill always be the point of
reference then other materials may be used aqushé purpose of making the truth of
the Bible clearer (llori, 2009).

The Philosophy of Christian Education in the Higher Education System

The philosophy of Christian Education is associatgith the quality of the
education system, which finds its most advancedesgion in university system in
Africa so as to promote the cultural and sociamghoof continent. In this sense, and
especially in recent years, universities have asslum privileged position as key
drivers of education for the sustainable develognwnthe new generation (Rowe,
2007). The philosophy of Christian education in \gnsities would serve as an
important vehicle to communicate God-centred edoafl here are certain essential
factors in the philosophy of Christian educatioar Ehristian philosophy of education,
there an ultimate reality resides in the eternatl Gimself (Genesis 1:1; John 1;1).
This has to do with metaphysics which answers thestion of ultimate reality. The
metaphysics for Christian education is God-centte@lso deals with epistemology
with the essence of knowledge and how one knows tmb@ knowledge is. This is the
means of knowing true truth or true knowledge fari§tian education which is God’s
revelation both natural and specific (Agang, 201®he philosophy of Christian
education must also affect the teaching of margesthe anthropological conclusions
will affect the teaching process. One must acdegpthiiblical position of depravity of
the human nature. The anthropology of the philogophthe Christian education is
based on the study of man which man is createdenmage of God. This philosophy
of Christian education is image-centred. The basith is, man was created in the
image of God (Genesis 1:26), sin entered the wibriodugh man (Adam and Eve), the
image of God in man was marred (Romans 5:19), avdi iBovided a means through
Christ’'s death on the cross for man to be resttweshlvation and fellowship with God
(1 Corinthians 15:22). Another factor here is ax@y which answers the question of
values that occupies the important position in &t educational philosophy. The
purpose of Christian education is to nurture irglingls towards Christian maturity.
That is the quality of Christian education. Thiskecause all of life is really a
preparation for eternal life. That is why the agmy} Christian education is eternal-
centred. Now it is possible for a Christian philplsp of education to become a victim
of the pitfalls of relative values and situatiorahics. The Christian philosophy of
education can avoid these pitfalls in African higkducation system through careful
observation of omniscience of God which is God'®wledge all things and their
values in view of eternity (Romans 8:23). In mostitries, universities constitute a
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fundamental vehicle to explore, test, develop arnrounicate the necessary
conditions for effective physical life and sustdileachange of behaviour (Salvioni,
Franzoni,& Cassano, 2017). The growing interegtromoting the principles of peace,
social responsibility and sustainability is evidéntobserving the evolution of the
philosophy of Christian education which makes upthed research topic, scientific
contributions and educational programs in the iahg ways.

This contribution is far below the proportion oéthumerical strength and the length of
time that the Christian witness has been in thécAfr continent. There is a great need,
therefore, for more productive involvement in Chais education by a greater number
of African Christian educators. The challengeshefhew century offer the opportunity
to wake up from our dogmatic educational slumbet earry out the responsibility of
the philosophy of Christian education to the higha@ation in Universities.

The Target Areas of Philosophy of Christian Education

The implementation of the philosophy of Christiatueation in the higher education in
Africa has the target areas:

a. The primary need of philosophy of Christian edwmatin the school is
reflective thinking (llori, 2009). The reflectivéinking is a purposeful activity in the
higher education in Africa. This is because it deman indeterminate situation into a
determinate one in the society. The higher educaticAfrica needs determination and
focus. The higher education in Africa needs to barished. This is the intention of
philosophy of Christian education for the firmnesfs purpose. The need for the
implementation of sustainable higher educationfircA is high.

b. The education in Africa needs to appreciate theie The higher education
in Africa is not incomplete without the enjoymerntt the arts and humanities. The
philosophy of Christian education is to acknowletlye great works of art of the past
that may illuminate one’s appreciation of the gneatks of the present. Appreciation
here means transvaluation of the students’ attitwadgereby art becomes a way of life
and conditions the basic values and goals (Agadt6 R

C. The philosophy of Christian education fosters sedflization (llori 2010). Self-
realization involves development of an inquiringnohi command of fundamental
process, which includes speech, reading, writilghtsand hearing, health knowledge
and habits, interest in public health, intellectaald aesthetic interest, formation of
character understanding the needs of man and tétismdution to man’s problem.

d. The philosophy of Christian education identifies man relationships
(Nnaemedo, 2018). Christian educators are expedteddemonstrate human
relationships. This involves respect of humanityerfdship, cooperation, courtesy, and
appreciation, of home, conversation, of the honmmdmaking and democracy in the
home. These are the virtues expected to be demate$toy Christian educators in the
higher education system in Africa.
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e. The philosophy of Christian education can promot®nemic efficiency
(Nnaemedo, 2018). It exposes the learners intontipertance of good workmanship,
occupational efficiency, occupational adjustmentgupational appreciation, personal
economics, judgment, efficiency in buying and censuprotection.

f. The philosophy of Christian education gives civesponsibility. The learners
in the education can now know the need for soaistige, social activity, social
understanding, critical judgment, tolerance, watltizenship, understanding of the
principles of conservation as related to the nafioresources and devotion to
democracy.

g. The philosophy of Christian education allows depetent of creativity
(Nnaemedo, 2018). The concern is for the imitatibthe past. It stresses discipline for
the sake of self-development. In education, theattridy demands insight,
concentration and dedication. The philosophy of igian education requires that
lecturers in the higher education promote creatilit stimulating students to uncover
hidden talents. A Christian teacher is to leadstiuelents from passivity to activity and
from imitation to creativity.

h. The philosophy of Christian education is associatétth contact and great
ideas (Pethel, 2011). In the higher institutionrdéi@y come through critical thing as
well as by doing. Many philosophers have been awomtkin abstractions. They have
looked upon ideas as things-in-themselves (lld¥i,®. Contact with great ideas leads
one away from the immediate and gives the persosppetive regarding his time and
his own culture. However, the educational thinkshguld be upon the ways and means
through which life can be changed and improvedsTdan be attained through the
philosophy of Christian education which is basedesus Christ and His great ideas.

i. The philosophy of Christian education promotes tarad spiritual values.
This is because moral and spiritual values arauded in Christian education process.
Moral and spiritual values are not to be in a narmanner in the higher education in
Africa. Lecturers in the higher education are nopmosed to be subjected to any
ordinary taboos in the schools. The sense of aigynshould be evaluated rather than
conformity in the higher institutions. Spiritualit§epicts a questioning spirit and
identification with the higher symbol of culturdjet Almighty God, the Creator of
heaven and earth. Lecturers in the higher educatioffrica should practise Jesus
Christ, the truly spiritual teacher who regards rmkn as equal and disregards the
barriers of race, ethnicity, religion, and natidgtyalPethel 2011).

j- Philosophy of Christian education encourages furdaah skills. These
fundamental skills are basic in Christian educatime skills are not just to master the
art of reading, writing and arithmetic but theylude an emphasis upon the art of
communication and development of aesthetics seitgitlThe aim here is to be able to
read, write legibly and understand the basics dheraatics. Though, these may not be
enough in a genuine Christian education. A moreisg@nce of genuine philosophy of
Christian education would be the ability to critigaanalyse literature, distinguish
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between propaganda and truth and arrive at ratabebions. These fundamental skills
are provided by the philosophy of Christian eduratiNnaemedo, 2018).

k. The philosophy of Christian education exposes tbeational efficiency in
education. Vocational efficiency has become a pymw@ncern of modern education.
Many people are interested in enjoyment of life amow to make a living.
Unfortunately, it is the wrong profession because result is always the frustrations
and severe neurosis. When the vocation efficiescgquated with economic success
the person may be dominated by idol of materiali3ime philosophy of Christian
education explains people should have respect lfoaspect of education. These
include the teaching, preaching ministry, mechabmking, poet and all aspect of
sciences (Pethel 2011).

l. The philosophy of Christian education allows effext education. This
effective education gives a better adjustment toilfalife. In Christian education, the
learners improve the appreciation of the home awbime more considerate of others.
It exposes the learners to the awareness of thieudgge ways of conflicts and of the
importance of mutual sharing and understandinghe flamily. The philosophy of
Christian education teaches the educated man th&cinof Christian education. A man
should be an example in the in the way of thinkarmgd conduct. It is truth that
Christian education can change both the non-spirdnd physical aspects of home. It
can create a more aesthetic atmosphere and imgreMememaking capacities. It can
also change basic attitudes in the family. It éemlthe family to have regards for the
primary needs and desires and to cooperate widrsth

m. The philosophy of Christian education opens the morizon of being an
effective citizenship. The effective citizenship @&hieved through the Christian
education. Effective citizenship performs a fulfdnt role in elementary political
duties. But it implies the need for tolerance aodda justice and the development of a
genuine social conscience. Effective education deimaverbal allegiance to
democracy, daily application of democratic prinegpln the home, in the classroom, in
the higher institutions, on the roads, in the bes#) in the hospitals, in the political
affairs and other social gatherings.

n. The philosophy of Christian education helps thensophysical and mental
health education in the higher education. Chrisédacation promotes good health to
some extent. It also depends upon heredity and maagence that has made immense
strides. Christian education corrects human hahbifphasising the interdependence of
the mind and the body. It is possible achieve lbfeg healthy life and happy life.
Mental health requires a balanced perspective aodance of extremes. The art of of
sadistic, masochistic, and hatred of others leathperialistic in behaviour. The act of
infantile plane occurs at the psychological cotdli®But Christian education is a tool to
maturity in life. It is a reflection upon life ragh than death. Christian education
indicates the possibilities whether physical, memtaspiritual life. (Nnaemedo, 2018)
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0. The philosophy of Christian education achievespbace in all ramifications.
The achievement of peace is one of the fundamehtlisophy of Christian education
in the higher institution. Peace is what the high#ucation system needs. Any system
of education which contributes to mistrust amongoms which glorifies chauvinism
encourages conflicts, which promotes nepotism,raitithry force is to be condemned
in the higher institution of learning in Africa.

The Words and Actions that Guar antee Philosophy of Christian Education in the
Higher Education System

Christian education gives a reason to adorationcathn (Pethel, 2011).
Christian Education allows one to worship Godlltivas one to know attributes of God
and how best to worship Him in Spirit and in truBtverything in Christian education
brings glory to God.. It creates a burden for augs® devotion and a personal
encounter with the Lord. In sustaining the highadion in Africa, Christian educators
should believe that their high level of education anore knowledge were not of their
doing. (Korb, 2017). There is a need for intellettinumility. God needs to be
worshipped. Africans should believe that their higivel of education and more
knowledge make them superior to others or God. Gledsed Abraham so that
Abraham could bless others and worship Him (Gollg &im of adoration education is
a self-forgetfulness of the degree of one’s ownwdedge and ability (Korb, 2017).
The adoration education enables scholars to seestiees not as owners of truth but
as stewards of truth generated from (Dow, 2013).

Christian education serves as a blessing to thiegkfrpeople and the students
in the places of high education. It is a blessimglistaining high education in African
community. It is an act of benediction as it cari@od’s blessings to the people
through the interpretation of His word. Christiadueation in African high education is
an expression of approval or good wishes to the#frsociety (Nnaemedo, 2018).

Christian education in the high institutions in i&ém should be Christ-centred
education because of the activities of Christ ia Bible. Jesus’ life on earth is the
foundation for Christian education e.g. his lifegath and resurrection. This is the
dividing line between Christian education and otf@ms of education. The Bible
explains how Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour; gikies a gift of the Holy Spirit
(Korb, 2015). He also becomes a part or a membéndarbody of God i.e.Trinity”,
which is the Church. Paul's teaching in 1 Corintisid 2, about the body of Christ and
its functions shows an indisputable truth and tgalf the unity and harmony which
exist in the body. He says, “For the body is nat amember but many”. In verse 18 he
says that God “has placed the members each onkeof tn the body, just as He
desired.” So within this body, God appointed woskfer this ministry, each with his or
her own gift of the Holy Spirit (Korb, 2017). Inishregard, the Church is rich with
workers within itself. It is now left to individuaChristian to discover their own
spiritual gifts. Christian teaching is one of thegéritual gifts.
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Christian education is Church-centred educatiois # service of the Church
and its relevance is found only as it makes itaeHilable to serve the purpose of the
Church and nothing more. It loses its Christiarrabiristics if it fails to assist the
Church to be what it ought to be in the light of thiord of God and Christ’'s purpose
for his Church (Vine, 1996).. This education isk® in the Christian education of
church in the African perspective. The socio-pcditi situation of African countries
deserves the urgent attention and involvement klieskanic education . It has already
been stated that this writer believes very strorthgt the Church education has a
crucial role in the implementation of sustainabighheducation in Africa. The church
education is a special enterprise in answeringestipn of the global challenges and
implementation of sustainable high education inidsin perspective. There is a
rationale for the Church’s full participation in phementation of sustainable high
education in African perspective. One of the reassmme Christians feel the Church
education has no business in socio-political ingoient is due to a particular definition
of the mission of the Church (Enyinnaya, 2009). ¢kding to this narrow definition,
the mission of the church is purely spiritual andbsly has to do with the salvation of
souls. On the other hand, there are those who w@@ptbe Church’s political
involvement but in a way that presents it as a matgoncern. Both perspectives are
however inadequate (Pethel 2011).

Christian education is a global education. It ig restricted to a particular
locality alone as it covers the whole world. Itduwensal spread does allow that each
one in his or her particular geographical area V&l claim to the whole truth
concerning his world in the global challenges impliementation and sustainable high
education in African perspective. The global ediocamust answer the question of
global situations. There should be a solution ® global problems. These problems
include health challenges, crises, family problepditical problems, assassinations,
kidnappings and financial problems. The implemeéntatand sustainable high
education in African perspective could help in swgvthese problems.

Christian education is character decoration. legigthical and moral standards
for everyday living. This teaches Christian educatm be tangible in character and
ideals taught by an individual. God expected thiéddn of Israel to do good and
become law abiding people. He used many meansath tthem. When the people of
Israel disobeyed God, he used expanding Babyloeiapire to send them into
captivity and separate them from their homelandri)@015). They now discovered
the importance of God's Law the Torah which bec#imeér need to know and obey
God. These Laws include the Oral and written Tavalhe law (Pentateuch) (Korb,
2017), the prophets (the historical and prophetioks) and the Holy writings. This
was very common in the Psalms and Wisdom literafiiaeb, 2015). This was when
the teaching and learning procedure began.

Apart from helping children score well in the exaations and imparting
knowledge, a school’s responsibility definitely eapes producing good human beings
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to make this world a better place to live in (TthaR016). Moral education helps
students augment their emotional intelligence whigh help them to tackle with

hurdles of life in a better way.

Christian education is the pastoral endeavour inchvithe care and nurture of the
believers is central or fundamental. It providesitgl nutrition for both the Christian

educators and the target audience. The guidancec@unaselling unit in the school
plays a vital role in providing a nurture and dpii direction for students.

Christian education is an ontological education clthidevelopment of
individual to maturity. This is the process of Glian training from a lower lever to the
higher level. It is related the ideas of being8emg which reveals the work of God on
man. This movement is from lower level to the highel. Proper Christian education
reveals the true nature of things in the develogmém group or species phylogeny.
The ontological education blends the knowledgec&ins have about God(s).

Christian education is Spirit-centred. It is led the Spirit of God. It helps the
Christians to remain in the leadership of the Hepyrit. The subject of the Holy Spirit
in New Testament may be considered as to His digitrébutes. The Holy Spirit has a
distinct personality in the Godhead. The operatibthe Holy Spirit is in connection
with the Lord Jesus Christ; His birth, His life,dHdaptism, His death, His operations in
the world, in the Church, His power has been seRteatecost by the Father, and by
Christ, His operations, in the individual believar,local churches, His operations in
the production of the Holy Scripture, His work imetworld, and His operations in
individual academic performance. The Holy Spiritscal has effects in the
implementation and sustainable high educationenAftican perspective.

Christian education is salvation-centred. Its cots@nd methods must remain
redemptive and if it does, lives are bound to heedaThe Christian educator must be
one who is himself or herself redeemed. Christigligibus Studies is taught to
produce responsible law abiding citizens, strenigthChristian life, salvation of
individual, spiritual behaviour, love of God, lowef one another, and peaceful
coexistence in the society (Yaro, 2018). Salvaisaie central message of the Bible.

Christian education is God-centred education. $tddrinitarian foundation. In
other words; Christian education must take cogrieaof the oneness of God who has
revealed Himself as the Father, the Son and the Bpirit. The wordtheocentric
education was appropriated by Jews in the Old Tre=th and retained by Christians to
denote the one true God (Vine, 1996). This educatiaghe Eptuaginttheos in Greek
was translated with few exceptions, the Hebrew wiEtbhim” and “Jehovah” the
former indicating His power and pre-eminence, #téet His unoriginated, immutable,
eternal and self-sustained existence (Vine, 1996).

In the New Testament, these and all other divitiebates are predicated of
Him. All to Him are ascribed as His unity, or manis(Mark 12:29; 1 Timothy 2:5);
self-existence, immutability, eternity, universglialmighty power, infinite knowledge,
creative power, absolute holiness, righteousnagbfidiiness, mercy, truthfulness etc.
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The divine attributes are likewise indicated oriiedly predicated of Christ Jesus; and
also of the Holy Spirit.

Christian education is unity-based education wiitluses on the basis of our unity in
Christ and one. This is the education that Israelvgup with the knowledge of one
God to be worshiped. In Deuteronomy 6:4-9, the Eebword “Shamer” (to hear, or to
obey) presents the principle of Christian educatidth the goal of unifying Christian
education in the Old Testament period (McCain 2010Wwas a call for Israel to
acknowledge and love their one true and unifyingl @ad to teach his word to their
children in the daily activities of life.

Conclusion

The challenges are enormous as the education faeeseality of the twenty-first
century. The high education in Africa is growingrywdast both numerically and in
general knowledge of the affairs and demands okth®ols. As Christian educators,
there is a need to make positive contributions whwdl bring about the realization of
the collective dreams to promote the high educaiioifrican countries. Christian
education enables self-examination to perform pasiesults in the society in order to
improve and sustain higher education in Africaeriables Christian educators to know
God and how best to worship him in Spirit and mthr This education encourages
Christian educators to gain an authentic relatigmalith God. It enables Christians to
have hope for the future life.

Recommendation

In the teaching Christian education in the higrgraaition in Africa this study
recommends that Christian educators should embane@ppraisal of the impact of
the teaching Christian education in the high ingtins in the realization of the vision
of a more focused leadership in Africa. It alscoramends that, the Christian educators
in the high education system in Africa should beolaed in the enhancement of a
stronger Christian voice in Africa’s social, econorand political life so as to promote
peace and unity in Africa. The renewal of emphasigninisterial formulation in the
high institutions in Africa should also be promate@hristian educators should
participate fully in the selection and developmenit a committed crop of
scholars/personnel to obviate the recurring probleofi scholars deserting our
institutions for greener pastures. High instituiom Africa should partake in
application of greater care in the selection ofi€lan students who are admitted into
our high institutions to study Christian educatiorAfrican Universities. There should
be also a proper understanding and utilizationaf-resident educational approaches
e.g. Christian Religious courses to be taught incAh high institutions following the
local African perspective. Christian educators #th@nforce the forging of greater ties
between the high institutions and the primary aecbedary schools in Africa. There
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should be connections between the teachings oBithle and African culture in our
high education. There should be a devising of reeggscriteria for standardizing the
quality of Christian Education in African schodl$e strengthening of cooperation and
sharing among high institutions in Africa shouldalbe promoted. The Christian
educators should increase the opportunities fopeation and fellowship between
denominational groups in the high institutions atieir counterparts in other
denominations if possible other religions in Afridde concerted effort should be put
in technology to the teaching of Christian edugaiio the high institutions in Africa.
There should be a proper provision of adequateifignébr Christian education in
African high education. High education in Africaositd create a pragmatic foundation
for stewardship of resources and to be giving fpsut Christian education among our
people in the high education in Africa. There iseed for the development of relevant
Christian curricula in the high institutions in Ada.
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