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Abstract
Islam places prime importance on education. In fioet first revelation to
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was on edurcatthere a
messenger from Allah (Angel Jibril) instructed himread. Islamic Education
is the system of education which teaches the cantenets of the religion of
Islam. It is an instrument of social control, ordand accountability. The
dictates of Islam are such instruments that engagal control, discipline
and order. This paper outlines what Islamic Edumatis and its objectives
which include training the learner’'s personalitywards the best moral and
social conduct, healthy attitudes and self-discipliThe paper also discussed
the global challenges facing Islamic Education egsgfy implanting
morality, discipline and order in its recipientsh@ paper finally offers some
suggestions on how Islamic Education should resptmdhe challenges
facing it.
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Education is an important factor in the developh@rany society. No doubt,
the level of development of any nation is determliri®y its level of education.
Education may be defined as a process, as a presacias a discipline (Oladosu,
2009). As a process, education is conceived ast @fsactivities which entail the
handing down of the norms of a given society froangration to generation. It
involves the transmission of worthwhile values @wehls in form of knowledge, skills,
attitudes, beliefs and everything cherished and hrela very high esteem by a given
society. Education refines man and enables hinuliivate and develop the qualities
that are necessary for his integration into théetp@s a responsible and self-reliant
citizen. It makes him develop physical, cognitivedapsycho-social qualities he
requires to lead a happy and fulfilled life. As @duct, education is measured by the
qualities and qualifications possessed by an edddatlow. As a product, education is

World Educators Forum: An International Journal, Vb 11 No. 1, May, 2019 ISSN: 2350-2401 1



World Educators Forum: An International Journal,ISSN : 2350 -2401

conceived as the various branches of organized lenlge which students acquire in
colleges, institutions and faculties of education.

I slamic Education

Islamic education is a divinely revealed systemedfication that prepares
individuals to be upright on earth and attain hapgs in this life and in the hereafter. It
is also regarded as a process that completely negrtthe individual aimed at the
balanced growth of the total personality of humain@ through the training of man’s
spirit, intellect, rational self, feelings and blgdienses (Siddigque and Bello, 2016). In
Islam, education does not necessarily mean the ledg® of the fundamentals or the
cardinal principles of the religion or jurisprudenas seen by some scholars. Rather,
education can be any activity which provides therer or any individual with basic
skills which will enable him to discharge not orlis basic religious duties, but also
such basic duties as personal hygiene, rudimendéryaw, security and safety
measures, home management, relation with othergeeig. Az-Zarnuji as quoted by
Oloyede (1991) stated that, there is no line of aleation between secular and
religious education so long that, the secular eilucaloes not contradicts the moral
values of Islam. He further added that, Islamicoadion takes full cognizance of the
ideas and morals of the community. The religiomgfage cannot reconcile itself to any
education which lacks a spiritual dimension andclHails to place moral values at the
very heart and centre of learning. The tenets lafrisshould therefore be reflected in
every discipline that is being taught to Muslims.

In this sense, therefore, Islam is not against e@entific and technological
advancement in as much as they are not detrimenthé core values of piety and God
consciousness. Allah the All-knowing is the rooafiforanches of knowledge. Muslim
scholars in the past made significant contributidasworld civilization and left
indelible mark in almost all branches of knowledgee Astrology, Mathematics,
Physics, Medicine, Chemistry, Surgery, Arts, Hurtiasj Social Sciences, not to talk
of Arabic and Islamic Studies. For instance, Ibryyten was one of the first modern
chemists for his discovery of acids, success itilldig sulphuric acid and his
extraction of sodium carbonis, potassium, arsenit silver nitrates. He was said to
have written about 500 books on philosophy, logid alchemy. Al-Khawarizmi was
noted for his invention of the term of logarithmriglation to numbers. He was said to
have made the numerical system which was adopté&hiope at the end of the 16
century. Ibn Haitham was noted for being the ficstiraw the eye and to explain the
phenomenon of reflection and expansion. Al-ldrisisvgaid to have made the first map
of the world that was similar to those made by md®rtologists. Ibn Sina (known as
Avicenna) was regarded as the first to identifyenglilosis, meningitis and other such
inflammations as well as other fifteen types afieks with prescribed 760 remedies
(Adebayo, 2009). These scientific and intellectualakthroughs were brought about by
a system of education premised on Islamic normaggaand ideals (Oladosu, 2009).
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Objectives of Idamic Education

Every system of education has certain objectivegoais it sets to achieve. For
instance, the goals of education generally in Négas outlined by the National Policy
of Education (NPE, 2013) are the:

a) Development of the individual into a morally sounmtriotic and effective
citizen;

b) total integration of the individual into the immaté community, the Nigerian
society and the world;

C) provision of equal access to qualitative educatiopaortunities for all citizens
at all levels of education, within and outside fitienal school system;

d) inculcation of national consciousness, values atimal unity; and

e) development of appropriate skills, mental, physigatl social abilities and

competences to empower the individual to live il aontribute positively to the
society.

The Objectives of Islamic education are centnedhe Islamic concept of life
here and the hereafter (Siddiqque & Bello, 2018gr&fore, the objectives are virtually
related to the purpose of man’s creation. In Islaman is created for nothing than to
serve and worship his Lord. The Glorious Qur'aesitd to this: “And | created not the
jinns and humans except they should worship Mer@w 51:56). To teach the jinns
and mankind the modalities of how He wants themwtrship Him, Allah (the
Glorified, the High) sent Messengers to them. Eadbssenger had after him
companions and scholars who took over the propawaif the divine knowledge,
generation after generation for the same purpose.

Islamic education places prime importance on manal cultural values which
are among the most important factors in any samigdnization. It is on this note that,
the Nigerian National Policy on Education placedelster training by developing
sound standards of individual conduct and behaagoone of the aims and purpose of
education right at the primary level (FGN, 1981)isI necessary for every system of
education to define clearly the type of individualsaims at producing. Islamic
education aimed at (among others) producing indaisl who are of high level
mentality, morality, and who respect other peoptajbt, encourage what is right and
prevent what is evil. Lemu (1980, p.1) outlined #iens and objectives of Islamic
education as:
® To awaken in the learner the consciousness of Adlthe foundation of his
intellectual, emotional and spiritual growth andpimvide a sound Islamic basis for
rational and reflective understanding of the wandund him;

(i) To teach the learner to be conscious of his regipitiisto Allah, serving Him
with all the talents and resources He has given him

(iii) To enable the learner to know how to worship Allahthe manner He has
prescribed,;
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(iv) To train the learner’s personality towards the bmetal and social conduct,
healthy attitudes and self-discipline, in accordawith the guidance of the Qur'an and
Sunnah (way of life of the prophet), and to encgarhim through this training to grow
up as a good and law-abiding citizen, who will cimtte to the well-being of his
society in particular and humanity in general.

In other words, Abdulkarim (1990, p.27) soamized the objectives and
purpose of Islamic education as:
The attainment of Islamic virtues, integration ndlividual into a sound and effective
citizen, socially, economically, culturally, intedtually, morally, Spiritually, and
developing people’s talents and inspiring loftyieghvalues in them.
The aims and objectives stated above are the foaimdation upon which Islamic
civilization, society and people’s personalities @wuilt. Therefore, in order to mould
people to be upright in all ramifications, Islan@ducation places much emphasis on
Tarbiyyah (education), Ta'lim (instruction) and @#s (moral teaching).

Islamic Education and Morality, Global Stability and Security

Islam emphasizes that a Muslim should get goodatthuc Good education is
that which seeks to build, imbibe, mould and mamgagood character in its recipient
to become useful to himself and to the society.réfoee, any form of education that
failed in shaping and moulding an individual to & of sound character and
balanced perception is defective. A person lackimgupright character and moral
soundness no matter how lettered or knowledgeablés ftertainly is not educated.
Such a person not so educated poses a threat sothety. In other words, Islamic
education aimed at facilitating the balanced growthhe total personality of man
through the training of the man’s spirit, intelletional-self, feeling and bodily senses
(Abubakar, 2011, p.4). In Islam therefore, theniray imparted to a Muslim must be
such that faith is infused in the whole system isf gersonality and create in him an
emotional attachment to Islam and enables him Hovfiothe Qur'an and the Sunnah
and be governed by the Islamic system of valudighy and joyfully. This is the true
educated man who will have the fear of Allah andwkes himself as the servant of
Allah. Allah says: “...Those (who) truly fear Allahmmng His servants who have
knowledge...” (Quran, 35: 28).

The objectives of Islamic education put much emjghes morality, knowing
quite well that when people are morally uprightage and stability will prevail. The
moral code of Islam is so encompassing as to peotfi best form of character
building for the production of a balanced socidtycovers from the minute details of
personal and domestic life to the broad aspecbwofneunal, national and international
behaviuor as between individuals, societies anbmst The moral code of Islam is
also so comprehensive as providing the best forohafacter building of a personality
and a society that is independent, balanced andrbelsaracter. Almighty Allah states:
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“Thus have We made of you a Community justly badah¢hat you might be witnesses
over the nations, and the Apostle a witness ovarsglves...” (Quran 2:143)

Islamic system of education therefore offers gregportance and plays vital
roles in moulding the life of people and as welh&mcing their security and stability.
One may need to ask: in what ways can the systemdo€ation offer such great
importance and play such vital roles?

In the first instance, through proper impartinglsiimic education, learners
will be motivated to work hard. When the learnems so motivated, they will have a
great chance of success in school and in the lis@eendeavours. A Muslim learner
with adequate knowledge of the religion will haweulcated in him a belief in Allah as
his Creator, Guide and Judge; he will have the kedge of distinguishing right from
wrong and vice versa; he will have a sense of irmeeurity which will help him to
overcome many problems of the life of here and hbeeafter. Islam is therefore a
source of guidance, security and motivation.

In the second instance, the faith or belief timainaividual will acquire through
Islamic education will influence his moral conduBelief which is taught in the highest
form in Islamic education will inculcate piety ihe learner, thereby making him a
citizen of high moral standard. No doubt, if anypmovement is to be made in the
moral standard of any nation, it must begin withidfe and moral standards of its
citizens.

Thirdly, through Islamic education, people willate the position and
importance of discipline and obedience. Islam erggeople to obey their Lord, their
Messenger and the constituted authorities or lsaddmighty Allah states: “O you
who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, dhdse charged with authority
among you...” (Quran 4:59). The system of educatish also provide people with
decent culture (way of life) as substitute to thestgrn culture which is characterized
by indecency. Also, the Ta'dib (moral) lessons whiorm a vital part of the
curriculum of Islamic education provide moral anthiacter training derived from
Quran and Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upoi fAine purpose of moral and
character training in Islam is to develop in peopleonsciousness of their Lord,
integrity, consideration for others, peaceful agsponsible relationships with all fellow
citizens regardless of their tribal, regional digieus inclination. Producing citizens
with this type of attitude and morale will go a ¢pway in enhancing global peace and
stability.

Living in harmony with one another is one of ttedinal teachings of Islam.
Islamic education therefore plays a vital role @menting brotherhood among Muslims
and ensuring peaceful co-existence with all mankimduding the people of other
religions. Brotherhood and making peace betweenliMasas well as peaceful
relations, justice and fair play with the peopleotier religions are vital issues outlined
and emphasized in Islam. Many verses of the QlsriQur'an and Traditions of the
Prophet (peace be upon him) affirmed this. Fevheft are:
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“Verily the believers are one brotherhood. Therefimake peace between your
brothers and observe your duty so that you mayimbtercy” (Quran 49:10). “And
hold fast to the rope of Allah all of you togethand do not be disunited.” (Qur'an
3:103).

“A Muslim is a brother to a Muslim, he does not wgchim or abandon him.” (Hadith
reported by Abu Hurairah and transmitted by MusfiBy Him in whose hand my soul
is, one of you does not believe until he likesHa brother what he likes for himself.”
(Hadith reported by Anas and transmitted by Bukhad Muslim).

“The best of Iman (faith) is to live in peace witkople, and the best of Islam is that
you do not hurt others with your hands and tong(teddith reported by Ibn Umar and
transmitted by Bukhari).

“Take note that there is no preference in beingaetlack (white or black skinned);
greatness and nobility lies in your being God femr{and having good conduct).”
(Hadith transmitted by Baihagee).

He is not of us who proclaims the cause of tritzatipanship;

and he is not of us who fights for the cause bf&irpartisanship;

and he is not of us who dies in the cause ofltphgisanship.

Hadith reported by Abu Hurairah and transmittedriynidhee and Abu Dawud).

O mankind; We have created you from a male andl&ma
and made you into races and tribes that you mawkno
one another. Verily the most honorable among you in
the sight of Allah is the one who is most consciouéllah.
(Qur'an 49:13).

“Revile not those whom they pray beside Allah ldsty wrongfully revile
Allah through ignorance” (Qur’an 6:108).

“And the servants of (God) Most Gracious are thoke walk On the earth in
humility, and when the ignorant address them, #agy “peace!” (Qur'an 25:63).
Islamic education emphasizes the importance ofgaad stability among all people.
The religion of Islam teaches the Muslims that emesituations where the followers of
other religions seek to quarrel with them over éssof religion, they should respond
with a peaceful reply. They are not to abuse thdsgeorshipped by others. They
should always remain on peaceful terms with théodatrs of other religions unless
they refuse to be peaceful with them or attempmteioy them the right to practice their
religion. Even then, the Muslims are expected adida excessive in responding to their
persecution.

Challenges Facing | damic Education
No system of education is free from one problerarmther. Islamic education
despite the role it plays in enhancing and upliftine spiritual, moral, social, economic
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political, cultural and intellectual standard ofop& is faced with a number of
challenges. Some of such challenges include:

Lack of qualified teachers and relevant materials at the primary level: In most
parts of African countries especially Nigeria, Nig€had, Cameroun, Republic of
Benin, Togo and Ghana, the local Islamiyya schooimnized by private proprietors
served as places where children are expected @ g@td foundation upon which their
future Islamic education is to be built. However mmany places, the operators of such
schools lack adequate training in the methodoldggaching. In addition, there is lack
of adequate relevant teaching materials and comduenvironment for effective
learning to take place. Lessons are in most camegucted in open-air spaces, under
tree shades or in the verandahs of the Malams. bfaste Malams are old-fashioned
and conservatives who do not go with time. As alltesf this, most of the training
given in the schools seems to be crude and doesdeguately prepare children for the
challenges of the new era.

Poor Economic Status of Operators of |damiyya Schools: Another challenge facing
Islamic education can be seen from the economiwsstaf the teachers of most
Islamiyyah schools. In the first place, the tramhil scholars operating such schools are
neither salary earners nor do they have any sesousce of income. They therefore
rely much on alms and the little they can get fritv@ parents of their pupils which is
not always forthcoming. Even in public schools vehdslamic teacher are salary
earners, they are looked down with despise orimféo teachers of other fields. On the
other hand, the issue of street begging assocugtacpupils of Islamiyyah schools and
the unwarranted movement from one place to anothethe name of seeking
knowledge are causing serious havoc to their cheraand security as well as
tarnishing the image of the religion of Islam imgeal.

Lack of Marrying Theory with Practice: Another major challenge facing Islamic
education is that of marrying theory with practiddany teachers and students of
Islamic education are very reluctant to put whatyttkeach or learn into practice. The
resultant effect of this is that, despite the mdeakons of the system of education,
there is growing rate of moral decadence amonghgoaihd adults in many parts of the
world. This in most cases is one of the causesudf dbuse, religious and tribal clashes
and many other social vices in many parts of thddvdf Muslims are to follow the
true teachings of their system of education thalebe peace and stability all over the
world.
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Lack of Proper Organization: Islamic education at the local Islamiyya schools
(makarantun allo) especially in some West Africanrdries is characterized by lack of
proper organization and structure. Its structifeers very much with what obtains in
public schools. Abdurrahman and Canham (1978, pdekcribed the structure of
education at the local Islamiyya schools thus:

There is no clear-cut division into primary, sedary and tertiary levels.

Also there is no progression from one class tdtarand from one level

to another with examination barriersoted. All along the line, there is no

class, no age limit and no rigid timég¢alith neatly timed periods for subjects.

Implanting Morality and Discipline: Morality refers to beliefs or ideas about what is
right or wrong and how people should behave ond kif pleasure or pain which is felt
by the human mind in contemplating certain coufsaction as right or wrong. On the
other hand, discipline is the training of mind asfdracter of man to produce in him
self- control and decent behaviuor according taldisthed rules in a society (Amoloye,
1987). Islamic education therefore has the chadlemigfighting moral laxity so as to
make its recipients morally upright and highly didioed so that global peace and
stability could be achieved.

Controlling Extremism, Fanaticism and Radicalism: This is yet another challenge
facing Islamic education. Extremism refers to haddopinions, ideas or actions that
most people think are unreasonable and unaccept@aleticism refers to extreme
political or religious beliefs used to show disap@l. Radicalism refers to ideas that
are very new and different and are against what pesple think or believe (Bullon,
2003). Islamic education in particular and Islamgligion in general does not teach or
accept these ideologies and beliefs. Rather, tleeght and accept the orthodox
teachings of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon himghvwholds that, “The best of
the things is that which takes the middle cour3d&se ideologies are posing serious
challenge to Islamic education especially in NigeNiger, Cameroon and Chad where
we have “Boko Haram,” Somalia where we have “Ashbsb,” Afghanistan where
there is “Taliban” and Syria and Iraq where theréslamic State” (1.S.).

Conclusion and Suggestions

The modern world is full of challenges from almestery aspect of life or
system. Such challenges could be seen in sociahoetc, political, educational,
cultural and religious aspects of the life of peopt in a system. It is the objective of
every system of education to bring about positivange in human life in such a way
that, those changes could improve the lot of theplee Islamic education like any
system of education plays a vital role in enhanand uplifting the spiritual, moral,
social, economic, political, cultural and intelieat standard of people. Therefore,
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going by the challenges surrounding the systemdofcation, this paper wishes to
suggest as follows:

1. Government and proprietors of Islamic schools dhortécruit adequate
gualified Islamic teachers at all levels of edumatinore especially the elementary level
which serves as the foundation. The unqualifiedhees should be sponsored to go for
further training and the qualified ones should Wevjged with adequate relevant
teaching materials.

2. Government and proprietors of Islamic schools shauprove the economic
status of teachers by giving them better salanesbetter condition of service.

3. Teachers and students of Islamic education shaosildhiach as possible put
what they teach or learn into practice so thatitild manifest in other people’s life.

4. Islamic education especially at the elementaryllewvel Islamiyyah schools
should be well structured and well organized tavwib the modern era.

5. Islamic education should emphasize more on ingjilihe fear of God and
moral uprightness and it should intensify more méfin fighting moral laxity.

6. Islamic education should strict more to the ortho@dmd true teachings of

Islam so as to guard against religious extremigmaticism and radicalism.
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