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Abstract  
The fact that Nigerians have began to doubt the quality of education in 

primary school social studies curriculum necessitated this paper. This paper 

advocated for improved quality assurance strategies in the implementation of 

primary school social studies curriculum. This paper contended that, the 

current socio-political challenges in Nigeria requires that primary school 

social studies teachers are well equipped with relevant knowledge, skills and 

virtues required for productive teaching and learning so as to develop pupils 

as critical citizenry with requisite knowledge, appropriate skills and 

worthwhile values required for personal and societal development. To this 

end, this paper examined inter-alia, the concept of quality control and 

quality assurance, the nature and scope of primary school social studies 

curriculum, strategies for improving quality assurance in primary school 

social studies curriculum and recommended quality assurance mechanism as 

a sine-qua-non for effective, efficient and productive implementation of 

primary school social studies curriculum in Nigeria. 

 

 

The worth of any school system as an investment lies in its capability 

and capacity to effectively and efficiently serve its clients with the relevant and 

appropriate knowledge, skills and values required for productive personal living 

and societal development. Hence, primary school social studies teachers are 

faced with the challenges of maintaining quality assurance in the school system.  

Education for All (EFA), which has been the Cinderella of Nigerian government 

for a long period, would only be successful if qualitative education is 

guaranteed in primary schools in Nigeria through effective quality assurance 

mechanism. If the Universal Basic Education programme is embellished with 

the relevant, appropriate and adequate instructional resources, school enrollment 

in primary school is bound to increase (quantity). Without quality education, of 

what value is the school system? The quality of education being provided for 

pupils and students in Nigeria has been a source of serious concern for all 

stakeholders in the education industry in the recent years. For instance, Jacob 
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(2001), expressed concern about the declining level of literacy in Igala land 

which can be traced to “teaching employment given to unqualified applicants 

and admissions given to some unqualified candidates”. Apart from this 

comment, other indicators of declining quality in the Nigerian primary schools, 

among others include high dropout and failure rates, examination shenanigans, 

poor reading and writing skills among students at all levels, comatose economy, 

political quagmire, moribund value system, democratized corruption, corrupted 

democracy, militancy, endemic insecurity, skyrocketed population, incessant 

strikes, unpatriotic leadership and followership among others. How to ensure 

quality education in primary school social studies curriculum is the aspect that 

presents all stakeholders in education the most challenging instructional 

conundrum. 

Social studies was introduced into the Nigerian school curriculum in 

1969 as a core subject for primary school, with the goal of breaking regional, 

ethnic, religious loyalties, and promoting unity in diversity as well as fostering 

national development. However, the present socio-political imbroglio in Nigeria 

has questioned the efficacy of social studies teaching-learning activities in 

achieving the National objectives of free and democratic society, just and 

egalitarian nation, united, strong and self-reliant Nigeria. Today, many are 

beginning to doubt the justification for the current emphasis on social studies in 

Nigerian schools, especially in the face of increasing wave of delinquency, 

crime, conduct and personality disorder. More worrisome is the pervasiveness 

of corruption and lawlessness in the Nigerian society (Iyamu, 2016).What could 

be responsible for the apparent failure of social studies to provide a propelling 

force for social change and transformation in Nigeria? This could be as a result 

of poor application of quality assurance mechanism in primary school social 

studies curriculum. No wonder, Iyamu(2016), asserted that social studies faces 

at least three dilemmas in Nigeria - the pedagogical, teacher and societal 

dilemmas. These dilemmas could be attributed to poor application of quality 

assurance mechanisms in primary social studies curriculum in Nigerian schools. 

The objectives of primary education according to National Policy on 

Education (2014), are to: inculcate permanent literacy, numeracy and ability to 

communicate effectively; lay a sound basis for scientific critical and reflective 

thinking; promote patriotisms, fairness, understanding and national unity; instill 

social moral norms and values in the child; develop in the child the ability to 

adapt to the changing environment and provide opportunities for the child to 

develop life manipulative skills that will enable child function effectively in the 

society within the limits of the child’s capability. The achievement of these lofty 
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objectives is dependent on quality assurance mechanism in primary school 

social studies curriculum. Thus, social studies was designed to provide 

functional and social education to Nigerian children and youths, and hopefully, 

also make patriotic and nationalistic citizens out of them. However, pupils are 

rich in the knowledge of social studies concepts and facts but deficient in 

expected values, attitudes, and behavior that characterize socially and politically 

responsible citizens. Hence, the focus of this paper is on how quality education 

can be achieved in primary school social studies curriculum through quality 

assurance strategies.[ 

 

The Concept of Quality Assurance 
Quality is capable of different interpretations by various professionals 

who often use the concept. However, quality is something people consider good, 

worthwhile, adequate, appropriate, relevant, valuable and reliable. According to 

Webster’s new international dictionary (1986), quality is severally viewed as the 

degree of excellence, degree of conformity to standards; an attribute that has 

been obtained after a certain level has been reached, and an inherent enduring 

good traits that make one somewhat superior. Quality education emphasizes the 

worth appropriateness of the recourses, in other words, the indication of quality 

need to be properly controlled to achieve efficiency. Ojogwu (2001), opines that 

quality in education system includes quality of its inputs, quality of teachers, 

instruction and evaluation procedures among others. Quality assurance is a 

preventive measure that is agreed towards ensuring greater quantity and quality 

in the school system. That is, a preventive technique that is geared towards 

achieving quantitative and qualitative education in Nigerian schools. It must be 

noted that, quality control is not the same thing as quality assurance. Cole in 

Ijaiya (2001), defines quality control as basically a system for setting standards 

and taking appropriate action to deal with deviation outside permitted tolerance. 

Quality control is a retro-active action used to determine the quality of a product 

or system after processing and during which wastage would have occurred and 

what is left is to reject and/ or battle with rectification (Ijaiya, 2001). The need 

to enhance productivity and eschew wastage in teaching-learning process, has 

led to a new approach to quality, which is a radical departure from the 

anachronistic and shibboleth quality control strategy to quality assurance 

mechanism. It is however, better, effective, efficient and less expensive to take 

relevant steps and apply appropriate techniques to prevent failure and wastage 

before they occur. Hence, the need for quality assurance which is preventive 

oriented rather than corrective. To this end, quality assurance in the school 
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system simply means working to ensure that every aspect of the school and 

every teacher is focused all the time in meeting and then exceeding clients 

requirements.  It is an approach or a technique or mechanism that is based on 

positive attitude to quality at every level in the school system. According to 

Archibong (2013), quality assurance involves a systematic procedure of 

verifying that education is meeting the specified conditions requisite to the 

actualization of its goals. The philosophy behind quality assurance is however, 

to develop the culture of continuous improvement through employees, 

collaborative efforts for the satisfaction of clients (pupils, teachers, parents and 

society) needs and aspirations. This implies that, quality assurance is a 

continuous process by which an institution can guarantee that standards and 

quality of its educational provisions are being maintained or enhanced (Standa, 

2008). Thus, the thrust of quality assurance is that, it is based on prevention of 

errors rather than detection, correction and wastage, positive attitude to quality 

at every level in the school system, quality as defined by the pupils, continuous 

improvement, review and measure performance as well as viewing quality as 

the  responsibility of all stakeholders in the school system. 

 

Concept of Curriculum 

Curriculum is the totality of planned and unplanned, guided and unguided 

learning experiences for the learners in the classroom and out of classroom 

activity. According to Abe, Akinsola and Moronkola (2000), curriculum must 

be seen as the reconstruction of knowledge and experiences systematically 

developed with the guidance of the school or relevant agencies which will 

enable the learner to have better mastery of learning experiences for the 

learner’s and the society’s well-being. It should be noted that, curriculum also 

depicts the total knowledge, skills and values the society wishes the learner to 

acquire at each level of education like basic education curriculum, college of 

education curriculum, and university curriculum etc. Curriculum can also be 

defined as the totality of planned learning experiences which the learner will 

acquire under the guidance of approved educative agencies (e.g. home, school) 

in order to realize his/her needs, interests and aspirations for the benefit and 

growth of the society (Oyekan, 2006). It implies that curriculum is the hard core 

of education that provides the content and means of relevant knowledge, skills, 

values, attitudes, virtues and competencies required for sustainable human 

capital development. In other words, curriculum consists of all formal school 

subjects, extra-class activities and guidance service of a school designed to 

achieve the educational goals of setting up such an institution (Nzeribe, 2002). 
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Curriculum has become a subject of professional work, study and innovation 

since the beginning of organized education (Caswell in Oyekan, 2006). It should 

be noted that, in our quest for curricular relevance to real life situations in 

Nigeria, curriculum development has become a continuous process of study and 

improvement through a revision and redesign of the school curriculum. 

Curriculum development is a process of producing a comprehensive plan of 

studies for educating individuals in society. It is characterized by four 

interrelated processes of: specification of curriculum goals and objectives; 

selection of learning experiences (content); organization and integration of 

learning experiences (methods) and evaluation (determination of learning 

outcomes). Thus, the curriculum includes all the learning experiences that are 

taught in a school, including the time-tabled subjects and all other life 

experiences that exercise an influence in the lives of the pupils/students. This 

because the curriculum represents the distilled thinking of the society on the 

things it wants to achieve through schooling. The curriculum tends to mirror the 

society, reflecting its objectives, values, ideologies, philosophies, aspirations 

and priorities. 

 

Primary School Social Studies Curriculum 

Primary school social studies curriculum is based on spiral approach 

curriculum development. This approach provides for a constant and systematic 

discussion of topics from basic 1-6. Each topic is introduced to a lower level 

and is repeated at other higher levels. At each level of repetition a wider area 

and greater depth of scope are covered. This approach provides for a constant 

and systematic discussion of topics at various levels thus making learning 

logical and cumulative, and helps to provide linkages and continuity with the 

previous learning experiences (NTI, 2012). Social Studies by nature is a 

discipline that helps people to acquire the relevant knowledge, skills and 

character required for personal and societal development. Social Studies by 

nature is the multi-disciplinary and integrative study of man’s activities in his 

ever changing environment. According to Nzeribe (2002), Nigeria adopted the 

integrated concept approach to studying social studies. This simply means the 

blending together of concepts, content, ideas, generalizations, teaching methods 

of social sciences, humanities, and related areas in science to form the 

curriculum of a discipline known associal studies. That is, Social Studies 

acquires, adapts and integrates the relevant knowledge, skills and values from 

all disciplines in order to study man’s activities in his environment. Hence, the 

sources of social studies curriculum among others include the society, the 
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learner and the learning experiences. In Social Studies, we try to find out the 

origin of man, what man eats, his dressing mode, his settlement pattern, his 

economic, political, religious, social and technological activities in his 

environment. This view is in concord with the assertion of Obebe and Olatunde 

(2005), when they noted that, Social Studies education is learning about people, 

how and where they live, how they form structures and societies, how they 

govern themselves and provide for all their needs. Thus, Social Studies is a 

subject that gives its learners the opportunity to examine practical problems 

relating to their environment, seek solutions to them and apply the solution to 

their environment for modification (Obebe& Olatunde 2005). This writer 

contends that, Social Studies seek to present to the students the broadest 

relevant spectrum of knowledge, skills and values about man’s activities in his 

ever changing environment as well as the strategies of survival in his 

environment. Instructionally, Social Studies focuses on the problems and issues 

of man in groups in his ever changing environment and helps pupils to acquire 

desirable social habits, attitudes, knowledge and requisite skills in solving this 

problems that are ever changing. Social Studies by nature, uses a holistic 

approach in identifying and solving the problems that confront man in his 

environment. 

What distinguishes Social Studies as a field of study is that it is 

packaged to promote civic value, civic virtues, civic competence, civic skills 

and it is multi-disciplinary and integrative, incorporating relevant skills, values 

and knowledge from many fields of study in order to study man in totality. For 

example, in studying man in his environment, emerges the idea of origin of man 

and community (History), effect of weather on man’s activities (Geography), 

how man lives in his community (Sociology), man’s relationship with his 

God/gods (Religion), how man governs his community (Political Science), 

man’s needs and wants (Economics), man’s way of life (Anthropology), man 

tools and equipment (Science and Technology), man’s perception about life 

(Philosophy), man’s height and weight (Mathematics), how man distributes his 

good and services (Commerce), and his nature as a specie (Biology).  

 Social Studies is a unified integrated subject which draws appropriate 

knowledge and experience from the social sciences and other disciplines about 

man and the environment for the purpose of citizenship education. This implies 

that, Social Studies in Nigeria is aimed at producing citizens with skills, 

competences, moral values and reasoned judgment to effectively live, interact, 

inter-relate, and contribute positively to the economic, social, political and 

cultural development of Nigerian society (Okobiah in Iyamu, 2016). Social 
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Studies starts its focus on man and his immediate family unit and spreads out to 

his community state, country and the world. Nzeribe (2002) expresses that, 

Social Studies is an investigation of human activities which studies man at 

home, at work, in politics, at play, in the community, nation and indeed every 

programme of his life. 

The scope of Social Studies is very broad, extensive and encompasses a 

wide range of disciplines. This is because the scope of Social Studies 

encompasses knowledge, skills, values, competencies, attitudes, character, and 

virtues from the social sciences, the humanities, liberal arts and physical 

sciences. In support of this fact, Osakwe (2010), noted that, the scope of Social 

Studies covers areas of knowledge, skills, and attitudes and values, with the 

ultimate aim of producing people who are socio civically competent. The scope 

of Social Studies covers all aspects of man’s activities in the whole world. Thus, 

Social Studies is concerned with the development of the citizens with relevant 

knowledge, skills and attitude or character which enable them to be useful 

members of their society. 

We must note also that, the scope of Social Studies is not static but 

dynamic. The scope of Social Studies is in a state of flux due to the factors of 

space, time and human development. Social Studies is a subject that focuses on 

man In his environment with the ability, capacity and capability to 

accommodate, incorporate and integrate new ideas, experiences, information, 

knowledge, values, skills, development and challenges in its scope that is 

dynamic in nature. Social Studies incorporates and integrates relevant 

knowledge, skills, values, attitudes, competence, civic virtues and concepts 

drawn from the social sciences, the liberal arts and the sciences blended together 

for instructional utility. 

The scope of Social Studies varies depending on the level and nature of 

the pupils the teacher is guiding to learn how to acquire knowledge, skills and 

values in Social Studies teaching learning process. Hence, the presentation of 

contents in Social Studies teaching-learning process follows a spiral method or 

pattern. The spiral nature of Social Studies curriculum is in accordance with the 

thesis of Bruner (1961) that any subject can be taught effectively in some 

intellectually honest form to any child at any stage of development. What is 

required of the teacher is to identify the basic concept, generalizations and 

structure of the subject and present it to the learners according to their 

experiences, needs, interest, nature and level in a wider context. This implies 

that, even if the content of primary one and six Social Studies curriculum are the 

Strategies for Improving Quality Assurance in Primary School Social Studies Curriculum in 

Nigeria – Emmanuel Nnamaka Nwalado 

 

 

 



 

               8 
 

World Educators Forum, Vol.  12 No. 1, November, 2021 ISSN: 2350-2401 

 

same, the amount of details (Scope) required at the different classes would vary 

because of the needs, interests and nature of the learners involved.  

Strategies for Improving Quality Assurance in Primary School Social 

Studies Curriculum 

 

Quality control practices in Nigerian primary school are based essentially on 

school inspection, supervision, monitoring and control. While such measures are 

appropriate for obtaining data on policy implementation and for strategic 

planning, and aid public accountability, they are of little value when it comes to 

improving teaching and promoting learning. Also, while the provision and 

rehabilitation of school facilities, infrastructures, and instructional resources 

assist in the delivery of quality, some intervention is needed to plan and utilize 

such facilities effectively, efficiently and productively in curriculum 

implementation. Hence, the need for quality assurance in primary school social 

studies curriculum. According to Universal Basic Education Commission 

(2020), quality assurance in primary education sub-sector is “an all-

encompassing concept which includes all processes, policies and actions 

through which the quality of basic education is developed, improved and 

maintained”. This implies that, quality assurance goes beyond quality control 

and lays more emphasis on the quality of the end products with the presumption 

that minimum standards exist. In other words, quality assurance involves pre-

planning and the implementation of the processes and activities that contribute 

to the success of the end-products who are the pupils in the primary schools. It 

is a modern, proactive and participatory approach with the ability to enhance the 

internal efficiency of the school system. Whereas quality control is described as 

a traditional approach that seeks to control production processes after 

completion. This approach encourages wastage and failure. On the other hand, 

quality assurance is a concept used to prevent problems and wastage as it is 

designed into process from beginning till the product (pupil) is produced to a 

predetermined specification. To this end, if there must be quality 

implementation of primary school social studies curriculum, the following 

quality assurance strategies become imperatives: 

 Quality of inputs: for quality to be assured in primary school social studies 

curriculum, quality inputs are required in school system such as qualified 

teachers, qualified head teachers, qualified pupils, qualified non-teaching 

staff, infrastructural facilities, curricular and co-curricular activities, 

instructional materials, learning environment(classrooms, toilets, 

library/laboratory, technology workshops, staff room, administrative block, 
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office equipment, during hall, dormitory computer room, clinic or sick bar, 

furniture for games or sports, kitchen, potable water, power supply, 

assembly hall equipment, reagents, computers, internet facilities, 

networking, drugs, books, journal materials, magazines, newspapers and 

quality Parents Teachers Association (PTA).  

 Quality of learner-centeredness: for quality to be achieved in primary 

schools, there is need for learner-centeredness. This approach is by no 

means new and has been adopted in various ways in many parts of the 

world, including Africa. It is quite possible that teachers are already learner-

centered in their teaching; perhaps in some ways more than others. Learner-

centeredness includes more than allowing learners’ opportunities to interact 

in the classroom. It is more of an attitude, or approach, to the learner, putting 

her at the heart of the whole school and even the community. A learner-

centered school plans all the year around for the development of a “whole” 

learner i.e. not just academic attainment but social, cultural, emotional, 

physical, aesthetic and spiritual growth (NTI, 2012). It looks carefully at 

topics related to the safety of the learners at school and in their communities, 

and ensures that parents are fully involved in this thinking and planning. A 

learner-centered classroom is one that makes the learning space as attractive 

and clean as possible for the learners. However small or struggling, the 

school tries to have posters, learners’ walk, reading corners, or libraries, 

playing spaces and quiet spaces where learners can develop together. This is 

true in the sense that, one of the key factors influencing pupils learning 

achievement is likeness for school. This is so because likeness engenders 

motivation to learn. It stimulates healthy interaction that can promote 

learning. A pupil that likes school feels encouraged to attend school. On the 

strength of this likeness for school, he/she is drawn to participate in school 

activities in a way that learning is fostered (Anukam, 2001). 

 Quality of teaching and learning: for quality delivery of social studies 

lessons, the social studies teacher should embrace current trends in teaching 

and learning of social studies in primary school. The current trend in 

teaching of primary school social studies is that the teacher assumes the role 

of a facilitator, a coach and not a siege on the stage. For quality to be 

achieved in primary school social studies, the teacher should provide the 

learners basic knowledge. Values and skills but allows them to go through 

the process of constructing knowledge. The pupils are allowed, with some 

degree of freedom, to initiate and complete learning with minimal teacher 

interference. In addition to coaching, the teacher is required to provide 
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scaffolding or support or help when and where it is needed (not compelling 

the task for the learners). These supports can take the form of prompts, hints, 

suggestions and performing tasks that the learners could not execute. Teac 

hers should also encourage the pupils to try out their newly acquired 

knowledge, skills and competencies in task (exploration). 

 Quality of pupils’ centered instructional methods: social studies as inter-

disciplinary discipline requires the use of pupils’ centered instructional 

methods for effective implementation of primary school curriculum in order 

achieve its lofty objectives. Hence, scholars have advocated the integrated 

approach for the teaching of social studies in primary schools. It should be 

noted that there is no single strategy which can be applied in the teaching of 

primary school social studies concepts and principles. Hence, the use of 

multiple pupils’ centered strategies in the teaching of a particular learning 

experience has been advocated by teachers. Hence, social studies teachers 

are expected to use their resourcefulness and training to supplement the 

available instructional strategies and techniques. Pupils’ centered 

instructional methods for effective implementation of primary school social 

studies curriculum among others include the following: inquiry, Guided 

discovery, Concept mapping, Games, Story-telling, Discussion, Role Play, 

Debate, structured play, Jigsaw and Field trip method. These methods, if 

properly used in primary schools should provide the learner the opportunity 

for critical thinking, reasoned judgment, sagacity, perspicacity, skills, 

attitude, values, participation, creativity and transfer of knowledge. 

 Quality of primary school teachers’ professional development: one of 

the strategies for improving quality assurance in primary school social 

studies is through effective staff development programme. Professional 

development is some form of education for teachers that can enhance or 

better their teaching or classroom environment. The development may be in 

workshops, seminars or conferences. Workshops or seminars are most 

effective when they are in the teacher’s subject area. Teachers’ professional 

development is important in ensuring quality assurance in primary social 

studies because education is an ever growing and never ending field of 

study. This means that social studies teachers must be life-long learners in 

order to teach each new group of pupils. Teacher professional development 

not only allows teachers to learn new teaching styles, techniques, and tips, 

but also interact with educators from other areas in order to improve their 

own teaching. Though some short workshops are effective in introducing 

new topics, the most effective workshops are target over them and involve 
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hands on activities and interaction. It is expected that after effective training, 

primary school social studies teacher should be able to do the following 

among others: appropriately use the curriculum and syllabus in preparing 

their lesson notes; use the curriculum content to identify teaching and 

learning materials; sequentially use curriculum to achieve the stated 

performance objectives for each topic; make sure that all the themes, topics 

and contents are adequately covered and facilitate classroom management; 

group children according to their peculiar needs for teaching and learning 

any concept, topic, skills in the curriculum; determine how best to motivate 

the pupils and adhere to suggested evaluation guideline in the curriculum to 

find out if performance objectives have been achieved by the pupils. 

 Quality of inspection and supervision of primary schools:The quality of 

school supervisions and inspections in primary schools would also facilitate 

quality teaching and learning in primary school social studies. To this end, 

inspectors and supervisors are expected to engage the different types of 

inspections in order to achieve quality assurance in the school system. They 

are supposed to engage in routine visits, investigative visits, special visits, 

follow up visit, pre-opening of schools visit, sampling and survey visit, 

assessment visits and full inspection and supervision. These activities are 

geared towards improving teaching learning activities in primary social 

studies curriculum. 

 Quality of primary school social studies curriculum review: The content 

scope of primary school studies curriculum is not static but dynamic. The 

dynamic nature of social studies learning experiences require that the 

curriculum should be subjected to periodic evaluation to attune it to the 

dynamic needs, challenges, philosophies, aspirations and modern trends and 

realities of the society. 

 Quality of teacher education programmes:Teacher education refers to the 

totality of knowledge, skills, values, competencies, policies and procedures 

designed to equip prospective teachers in training with the relevant 

knowledge, skills, values and competencies required to effectively carry out 

their pedagogical responsibilities in the classroom, school and the wider 

society. One of the objectives of teacher education in Nigeria is to produce 

highly motivated, conscientious and efficient classroom teachers for all 

levels of our education system. The achievement of this objective requires 

that teacher education institutions in Nigeria are equipped to produce 

teachers with relevant knowledge, skills, values, virtues, competencies so as 

Strategies for Improving Quality Assurance in Primary School Social Studies Curriculum in 

Nigeria – Emmanuel Nnamaka Nwalado 

 

 

 



 

               12 
 

World Educators Forum, Vol.  12 No. 1, November, 2021 ISSN: 2350-2401 

 

to develop learners as critical citizenry with requisite knowledge and 

understanding required for sustainable peace and development in Nigeria. 

 Quality of funding/motivation of teachersin primary schools: Salaries 

and allowances are motivating factors that could make teaching more 

attractive and productive, but unfortunately salaries do not come in time and 

allowances are very few in some states in Nigeria. Effective and efficient 

funding of primary schools in Nigeria will no doubt promote quality 

education. According to Anukam (2001), factors that could make teaching 

attractive include prompt payment of teachers’ salaries, payment of 

allowances and fringe benefits, provision of instructional materials and 

equipment. This implies that, for quality to be assured in primary school 

social studies curriculum, primary education sub-sector should be 

vigorously funded by federal, state and local governments as well as the 

private sector. Primary school teachers should be promoted regularly. This 

will act as a motivation for them to be more committed, perspicacious and 

pertinacious in implementing the curriculum. 

 Attitudinal change of all stakeholders towards the issue of quality in 

primary schools:For quality education to be achieved in primary school 

social studies curriculum, there is need for attitudinal change of all 

stakeholders towards the issue of quality. This is because quality assurance 

is an approach that is based on positive attitude to issue of quality at every 

level in the school system. When all stakeholders form part of the total 

quality production process, quality assurance becomes participative, 

collaborative and collective responsibility. 

 

Conclusion 

The desire for effective, efficient and productive implementation of 

primary school social studies curriculum necessitated the need for quality 

assurance mechanism in primary education sub-sector of Nigerian education 

system. The production of quality education in primary social studies 

curriculum is the responsibility of all stakeholders, but the school, in particular, 

plays the major pivotal role in quality assurance process. How primary school 

social studies curriculum is implemented in Nigerian schools goes a long way to 

determine the realization of the objectives of inculcating the right type of values 

and attitudes for the survival of the individual and the Nigerian society. The 

shibboleth and anachronistic practices of quality control in schools are mere 

retroactive actions taken after damage had been done in the school system. To 

this end, quality assurance mechanisms are suggested as better, relevant and 
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appropriate alternatives for quality control, because quality assurance strategies 

focus on failure and wastage prevention rather than corrective measures. Thus, 

the crux of quality assurance is to cultivate the culture of total commitment to 

quality process and production in the school system so as to prevent failure and 

wastage before they occur. 

 

Suggestions for Improvement 

The following suggestions become imperative if we must achieve total 

commitment to the issue of quality education in primary school social studies 

curriculum in Nigeria: 

 Quality of care and support in terms of guidance and counseling services, 

first aid services and other co-curricular activities. 

 Quality of special needs education to cater for the disabled, disadvantaged 

and the gifted and talented. 

 Quality of remedial support for slow learners 

 Quality of school planning and management 

 Quality of school-community relationship 

 Democratic supervision mechanism should be encouraged 

 Achievement of quality assurance in primary social studies 

curriculumshould be the responsibility of all stakeholders in education. 
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