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Abstract

Primary education is fundamental and the bedrock of every other level of
education. Early childhood education gives children a better opportunity of
grasping materials and learning faster than at a later stage because the
early childhood period has a great deal of psycho-social implications. It is
during this period that character and personality are formed. Education on
the other hand is a process, a product, and a discipline. As a product, it
refers to the changes and transformation which it is expected to bring about
For music, modern-day challenges and trend requires that every child be
given the chance to develop his or her musical skills and abilities to the
fullest and music education is very significant in achieving this. There is a
need to ensure rapid response to quality reforms in all levels of our
educational system. The main objective of education is yet to be attained
unless it brings to every child the satisfying expression through the arts. It is,
therefore, imperative that when planning a music curriculum for primary
schools, it must ensure that it reflects primary music education as the solid
background upon which other levels are built upon. This paper, therefore,
examines the role music had played in promoting sustainable development in
our schools and the educational sector in Nigeria. It will also examine its
relevance in enhancing primary music education and the role of the teacher
in delivering appropriate teaching methods to learners in a classroom
setting. It recommends from findings that music as a subject is not given the
attention it deserves in schools curriculum, that government must increase
funding to accommodate this neglect. There should be a well-structured
educational policy that will allow all subjects that deal with human
productivity to stand on their own for sustainable development to thrive.
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If education can influence a change in physical and mental behavior,
then it must be positive to enable learners to perceive accurately, think clearly,
and effectively achieve selected goals. The question is, how has education
helped in human development. Education is the bedrock of any economic and
technological advancement. It reveals to us that when if we must get it right, we
must invest heavily in education and prioritize all our efforts in promoting
sustainable development since we seek to be among the world’s greatest
economies. Quality education produces a sound, innovative and productive
workforce. While we are making effort to grow the economy to accommodate
other areas of development, there is a far cry over the fallen standard of
education in Nigeria.

In 2010, (UNICEF) said about 13 million children of school age are
roaming the streets looking for what to eat. To be able to maximally benefit
from education, children have to be in their best to conveniently have optimal
learning outcomes. In the past, Nigeria made a significant impact in expanding
educational levels as a result of greater attention to education by the
government. And for 3 decades, the government has been advocating for
universal, free and compulsory education for her citizenry. This has met with
poor budgetary allocation to education which has necessitated low input to
infrastructural development. Because the quality of education could not give the
impetus for the country to move ahead and make progress in educating our
children, the products of universal basic education could not be employable.
According to Onyeagba (2006) said that primary education is the foundation for
a child’s learning on which every other level of learning depends. This means
the success of the entire educational system depends greatly on the output from
the primary schools. To this end, primary music education will provide the
necessary infrastructure and relevant structural materials based on proven ability
and interest in the education of the child. Music has been one of the most
important and expressive human activities in all learning experiences in
education. Anya- Njoku (2013) agrees that Music education is essentially for the
advancement of knowledge. This means it is a tangible force that could be
applied to create change for either better or worse within the character of the
man. While Okafor (1991) explained that there is the need for social and
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political integration through music education and buttressed this and added that
music and language are uniquely human.

Vidal (2002) agreed that music has proven to be one of the indispensable
arts cultivated by man for growth, nurture, and transfer of institutions withthe
valued system to the future generation. This is because music education is a
systematic training method planned to transmit knowledge and skills to
individuals for sustainable development. In line with this, the need for education
for sustenance is premised on the fact that it brings about political stability, the
rapid transformation of the economy, and the equitable distribution of natural
resources.

Education is an instrument for effective and sustainable development
which is expected to impact every citizen who goes through the walls of the
school program. Isife and Ogakwu (2012) state that it is a powerful tool or
weapon that can be used to surmount ignorance, poverty, and disease and
produce functional citizens. But unfortunately this not so.The government has
turned blind eyes to the development of theeducation sector. The poor funding
in education is what has led to the backwardness in our infrastructural decay,
unemployment, and increasing wave of crimes leading to insecurity and
corruption. Government fails to realize that when the citizens are free from the
chains of ignorance and illiteracy that it usually has a behavior change. When an
individual has educated this influences the way he thinks and relates with
others; this will greatly heighten his out in pursuing the object of his mind. He
becomes conscious of his environment and improves on being productive
towards enhancing the policy that will make him a good ambassador of the
country.

This change influences his attitude to life, a person who thinks positively
about the progress of his society, quite different from what he had been. Since
education is so very important to the development of both the individual and the
society at large it is something its foundation should be solidly laid to meet with
demands of global competitiveness for the youths. No matter the level of
education one must have acquired, such an individual must have gone through
primary school, learning the basic things of life and gradually stepping into
other levels of education. Maduewesi(2003) agrees this is like a house that
needs concrete to make it stand firm. It has been revealed to us that primary
education is the base to which other levels of education stand as stipulated by
the national policy of education (2012) that states it is the key to the success and
failure of the education sector. It, therefore, means that the way things are done
before has to change. New ideas and innovative methodology must begin to take
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place to replace old ones. All programs should be reviewed from time to time to
suit the changes that had occurred in the educational system. Here, the new
system must help learners to develop the desired skills, attitudes, and
competence and also providing a conducive atmosphere in which they will be
interested to carry out effective learning activities. For primary schools to
function optimally, instruction should be planned in such a way that will create
challenging activities for learners to think and provide solutions during learning
experiences to cater to individual differences among their peers.

For primary music education; Akuno (2012).explained music as a form
of art and an agent for sharing experiences, fulfilling educational and social
needs and roles as well as serving as a repository for memories; channel of
communication; source of inspiration, and encouragement to learners. It is a
facilitator for vital education processes that makes meanings to teaching
resource, providing appropriate and suitable learning conditions. Nnamani,
(2017) also agreed, music is an academic and skill-oriented channel that helps in
the development of a learner’s musical intelligence, competencies, and
potentials. Music as a form of art occurs in every human society and it is,
therefore, part of the culture of the society. It is a cultural mechanism designed
to educate people about music and how it reflects on the place of music in every
facet of our lives. Music education is necessary to live because it educates in a
wider horizon sense and empowers the individual to explore all areas of his
interest for lifelong education pursuits. Effion (2018) asserts that music matters
to all people in society because it encourages a lively and enjoyable society.
According to Ojukwu&Esimone (2014) that music education serves the purpose
of the preservation of music tradition of the people helping in the transformation
of our cultural heritage. To the learners in primary schools, it is a guide towards
acquiring a good understanding of their interests, aspirations, and intellectual
levels so that the teacher can choose appropriate content for learning activities.
For society, music is seen asa universal language of the soul, which soothes the
mind, gladdens the heart, comforts the depressed, encourages the discouraged,
and is often regarded as the panacea for the pleasurable holistic well-being of
the individual, society, nation, and the world at large. It is particularly valuable
for children in developing their innate skills and potentialities (Steinhoff, 2016).

Concept of Music Education

Music education is one of the many vital tools that help in the
development of a child. The fundamental right of children is to learn and
develop their full potentials through equal access to quality education regardless
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of age, gender, culture, and social background. Music education has been
discovered to be a powerful instrument for the all-around development of
learning both intellectually, physically, emotionally, and socially (Onwuekwe,
1994). Music education as Omojola (2011) explained reflects the general values
of a society ranging from the day to day human activities to fundamental
thought and beliefs crucial to the derivation of a people's culture. It constitutes
an important educational forum through which learners learn to cope with the
ever-changing challenges of life. This means it provides the pupils with an
effective medium of knowledge through which they can acquire new skills and
innovative ideas within the classroom setting.
Music education is associated with the teaching and learning of music. It
touches on all domains of learning, including the psychomotor domain, the
cognitive domain, and, in particular and significant ways, the affective domain
which may touch music appreciation and sensitivity. The incorporation of music
training from preschool to postsecondary education is common in most nations
because involvement in music is considered a fundamental component of human
culture and behavior. Music, like language, is an accomplishment that
distinguishes us as humans. Again Ogli & Uzoma (2015) affirms that music
education is in developing sound teaching principles and techniques involved
with the teaching and learning of music. There is no doubt that music education
holds the key to the aesthetic and skills of every learner who comes in contact
with music. Music education nurtures human talents and creativity thereby
contributing to the personal and professional development of individuals as well
as the socio-cultural wellbeing of a given society. Elliott in Young (2005), states
that the basic meaning of Music education as explained by Elliott:any term
taking the form of “x education” has at least four basic meaning: First Education
as X, second education about x; thirdly, education for x and last education by
means of x. By replacing x with “music”, we arrive at four basic senses of the
term music education (Elliot 1995: 12).
Elliott goes on to assign the four basic senses for the term music
education:
= education in music involves the teaching and learning of music-making and
music listening;

= education about music involves teaching and learning formal knowledge (or
verbal information) about, for example, music-making, music listening,
music history, and music theory;
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= education for music may be taken in two ways; either teaching and learning
as preparation for beginners to music or teaching and learning as preparation
for a career as performer, composer, historian, critic, researcher, or teacher;

= educationutilizing music overlaps with the first three senses since each can
be carried out in direct or indirect relation to goals in improving one’s
health, mind, and soul.

These four senses explain the nature of music education, primary values of
teaching, and the learning process of music. Adeogun (2006:18) asserted that
music education in schools and colleges is a ‘vital element of the cultural
process that helps us and our cultures to become renewed and transformed.
Since music has a renewing and transforming influence, a program of music
education is what helps learners to grip with socio-musical values following the
changing time and circumstance. It is a means through which society knows and
learns about history, folklore, poetry, beliefs, andother elements that create
knowledge of music culture, tradition, and identity, providing a foundation on
what to negotiate in music cultures. This is to recognize, reflect or incorporate
the ideas acquired to the value system of each society that abounds in Nigeria.

On the other hand, Anya-Njoku (2007:56), describes music education as
an educational process that entails the acquisition of knowledge, skills, and
attitudes in music that will foster the interest and ability of the learner to be
useful to him and his society musically. For sustainable development to take
place in Nigeria, music education should be given serious attention. This is
because it is a subject that deals with the people, their wellbeing, the society and
mirrors into its activities on how it has developed with time. It educates and
preaches about love, peace, and unity to the progress of any country. Agreeing,
Adeogun (2006:105), music education is a discipline that helps prepare learners
for technical competence in music-making and the ability to manage, mediating,
making the interaction between man and his environment. In line with this
Nwaneri (2001:23), music teaching is an aspect of education that gives an
individual all-round training. And Okafor (2005) said music education in
Nigeria can be said to rest on or be founded on a three-level structure. The first
is the traditional society; the second is the popular music industry while the
third could be found in the formal schools: primary, post-primary, and tertiary.

Promoting primary music education in schools for sustainable development

The problems which primary education is facing today could be traced
back to when formal education started in Nigeria. Even after independence
when the federal government introduced the Universal Primary Education in
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1976, that notwithstanding, there are still problems. these problems emanate
from the poor handling of policies marshaled out by the government to promote
education. There is no way these policies will make headway without
supervision and monitoring for implementation on what should take place in
schools for effective learning for example poor funding has hindered the
operations of the school system so adversely that the standard has been lowered.
Infrastructural facilities and equipment are material resources required for
effective teaching/learning are absent, there is no way learning activities will be
achieved. In primary schools, classrooms, school buildings, libraries, desks,
tables, and chairs are what make up a school. But when broken tables and chairs
are not replaced due to lack of funds, teaching and learning cannot take place.
Edem and Okon (2008) said instructional facilities in the school are the
educational facilities that enhance teaching effectiveness. However, Nnadi
(2011) states that the provision of these facilities has been epileptic, while
management has been very porous in primary schools. We know that the
importance of education for sustainable development in Nigeria is not in doubt;
government must address the issues of funding especially to primary schools
since these are the foundations upon which other levels are built. To get a sound
foundation a lot of funds must be provided to purchase necessary equipment,
facilities, and materials. According to Tabotndip (2009) funding is the
availability of funds set aside for achieving the objectives of a particular project.
Primary schools in Nigeria need funds in one way or the other to be able to
function appropriately in carrying out the aims and objectives on why the school
system is established. All things being equal, some public schools are
adequately equipped to meet the demands of transfer of learning. Against this
backdrop, music education can be taught considering if it is placed on the
timetable. It has been observed with dismay that very many schools do not
regard music as a subject to be given a place on the timetable.

Music education as observed is about the training of children in primary
and other levels of education in acquiring knowledge that will benefit them in
the future. It borders on all aspects of creative and performing arts which may
lead to lifelong education. Education on the other hand is a process of
transmitting the cultural values of society for maximum benefits in terms of
continuity, growth, and for the dissemination of knowledge to ensure that this
social process and transfer of learning takes place. Aminu (2006) believes
education is an institution where learners are allowed to think freely and
rationally to achieve social order. This means that social processes and
innovations are key elements for sustainable development. For music education
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to thrive in primary schools it must be given a place in the syllabus, this is
because its relevance to human development is unquestionable. It is also a
subject that has a systematic training method planned to transmit knowledge and
skills to individuals. The use of music in primary schools will facilitate a
transformative education that will help learners acquire musical skills and
knowledge that will improve with time the quality of their life for gainful
employment in the future. It will also stimulate creative thought, strength, and
courage towards sustainable development.

When a child has rich and high-quality early childhood experiences with
stimulating activities enhancing his or her development, the effect will likely be
lasting. It is exciting to expose learners at their formative stage to areas of
personal interest. Children will be interested in playing the recorder if a teacher
of music teaches them how to play it. One can imagine the result of providing
high learning experiences for children from 3-5 years with an excellent and
well-trained teacher who enjoys working with children and will provide them
with first-rate facilities and instructional materials. From birth until about five
years, a child undergoes a tremendous level of growth and changes. If this
period of life includes support in music education, the child is likely to succeed
in school and later contribute positively to society. Okon (2004) again said that
when a well-planned and systematic stimulation of the child through activities
such as play, music, and communication are exposed to them, it can provide
cognitive and intellectual development opportunities.

From the above discussion, education seems to be directly a determinant
factor in promoting sustainable development and this could be achieved only if
a well-structured educational system is put in place for the transformation of
Nigeria's education policy. Government has a role to play by increasing the
interest of learners in music education by providing funds, accessibility,
encouragement, and recognizing the subject in the syllabus in primary schools.
While the call today is to break all barriers of economic setback, unemployment,
and poverty, it is hoped that music education will help to inculcate disciple,
patriotism and nourish developmental attitudes to realizing the Nigerian dream.

Relevance of Primary Music Education to learners

Music education is an important aspect of providing children with a
well-rounded education. When allowed to work in harmony with other subjects
and areas of study, music helps children grow in self-esteem, build essential
skills and prepare for bright futures. When the relevance of music education to
school is being discussed, one is talking about the usefulness or purpose of
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music education towards the development of the school system. Music in
various ethnic cultures contributes immensely to the integration of Nigerian
societies (Ojukwu and Ibekwe, 2015). It has been revealed to us that music is a
field of study, a point of view, a set of methods, and a body of knowledge. Ikibe
(2000) explained that the attitude of any field of study has fair dealing with facts
in search for the truth. Therefore for the relevance of music as a subject, it must
be included in schools’ curricular for this truth to be realized and enhanced in
promoting functionality in music education. This is because the methods
employed by music teachers are increasingly objective ways of understanding
what things are like, how they behave, what they do, with the ultimate aim for
sustenance. Dan (2007) agrees that the knowledge of music is an all cumulative
insight over time in all these areas of study. This means that music education is
the organized concept and principles relating to man’s life, development,
cultural background, and personality.

As teachers, we would want to know the nature of social order, the
factor that disrupts it, the conditions that give it precise form and meanings.
Talking about qualitative and functional education towards sustenance to
national development, the role of the teacher is very unique. This is because the
teacher’s purpose will not be to invent learners’ collective learning experiences
but to discover them and to understand them so well that he can give a correct
appraisal of its nature, values, and self-worth for lifelong educational
development.

Music teachers’ role in aclassroom setting for learners

The center of any teacher’s interest in a school environment will be on
social action, learner’s community life, their behavior in the school setting, and
how the learners would be useful after school. To sustain this, Okafor (1998)
explained that the teacher must know that no behavior of any kind can be
intelligible accounted for unless he knows what learners have gained, the goals
to be realized, and the values which learners seek. From here, it is clear that
music education builds personality, creates social awareness and cultural
heritage. Onyiuke (2003) writes that significant expression of music education
involves group interaction, cooperation, socialization, and others. Around all
these functional learning activities to learners will allow for educational
development. The teacher should also draw inference from these ideas as he
evaluates the performance of his students as he moves towards qualitative
education.
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The school environment, for example, is a social system, so is the
family, the community, or the country at large. The music teacher must be
knowledgeable with these facts and conversant with facts and figures of the
society e.g. beliefs, habits, custom, needs, interests, values, and aspirations of
learners within the society they belong to. The meaning is that each bit of these,
whether a great or small aspect of music studied could be used to impact the
desired goals for qualitative education in the 21 century.

For sustainable development in education, there is a need fora more
practical method of imparting knowledge that must be exposed to learners as a
set of functions. Then the role of music education to the teacher may raise many
questions in central focus in educating learners, how has it helped to reflect in
learners’ minds a motivational input in achieving self-worth towards
sustenance? We need not go too far in getting answers to this question. This is
because in learning music, we try to create scope, reflection and also to establish
the study of education as a coherent body of facts and principles so that the
work done in schools will be built on a solid foundation which may be as
scientific as possible. These physical relationships to music education are very
important to educational development and the teacher/learner learning
experiences will be built on it. The learners are accessed according to their
abilities so that learning may be made easier and selection will now be part of
educational functions (Uzoma, 2008). Taking cognizance of the power of music,
one can effectively achieve some of the objectives of educational policy. This is
because the National Policy on Education (2013) encourages the use of music in
educating learners for social equality, mutual understanding, and national
awareness. By this effort, people are made functional and relevant in current
issues that are necessary in the 21%-century educational advancement which
invariably will meet the changing times for sustainable development. Because
music is part of life and history; it is integral to the continuity and for qualitative
education which should bring with it collective experiences; ideas and outlook.
Kiel (2002) explained that music education has been applied to the struggle for
justice and equality. Here, one may ask how? The answer is in accepting that
music is a positive tool for changing situations. Some of this music created has
helped in making the people have a positive rethink in the promotion of national
goals and aspirations.

The effect of music on people is dependent on the way it affects their
lives. Music serves human needs in any functional education. So, to the
teachers, it provides life-ranging objectives that enhance organized values. The
objective of music education to the learners is to make contact with creativity
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through personal involvement so that deep musical values and cultural
awareness can be built upon. After this is done a standard is set in achieving
functional and qualitative educational objectives for sustainable development.
From here, the learners begin to function better as a whole person. This includes
helping learners to achieve their full potentials in life and also to strengthen
their national identity. The knowledge acquired will help them to answer more
meaningfully the question about themselves and the solution to problems
bordering on Nigeria educational policies. Having established that music exerts
a definite influence on learners and the society at large; it becomes imperative to
seek music education as a veritable tool in the hands of music educators for
promoting quality education that will be sustained for the future.

Providing a suitable school system is one of the strategies employed by
music educators to create teaching/learning activities that will enhance
qualitative educational development. This Onyiuke (2001) said that this type of
learning environment will help to further one’s understanding of self and his
relationship with others. This form of learning will also help in exploring,
experimenting, and evaluating music education. These basic features are more
or less looked upon as a guiding principle by which music teachers may derive
their aims and objectives in pursuing the challenges of perpetuating the subject
of music. The teachers are instituting that music should be looked upon as a
structural component of our educational development. This is because it
functions as a catalyst in the socio-educational organization of man.

Conclusion

The persistent outburst on the falling standard of education will be a
thing of the past if we begin now to key into the global quest for sustainable
development which is aroadmap in improving the quality and quality of
education in Nigeria. Government declaresstate of emergency in the education
sector; this is because the standard of our education is below zero. To revamp it,
all hands must be on deck to give the sector serious attention. If we regard
education as the bedrock of any country’s development, then we must prioritize
its policy to be ahead of other sectors of the economy. But what do we see,
education is downtrodden to the level of anything goes. Government must make
provision for the education of her citizenry; at least children at the primary
school level. Emetaron (2005) observed that the sector has consistently remained
an “orphan” which explains its piteous state of affairs. This is laughable.
Education should beat the forefront of national development if the government
has been serious in providing solid foundation in primary schools.
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For music education, Nzewi (1999) pointed out some of the factors
which had hindered the teaching and learning of music in our schools; such as
imported state school systems, modern pursuit, and curricular content. This
reveals to us that the objectives of music inclusion in schools curriculum
provide the opportunity for each learner to be involved in general music
activities like singing, listening, and developing one’s talent and potentials. To
further develop in the child all aspect of skills acquisition and understanding a
rewarding experience as a performer this will stimulate the learner’s interest in
the study of music in schools. Here, the quality of the teacher's counts, the
morale, and the standard of education of teachers in learning experiences should
be examined. This is because non-graduates of music have found their way in
the teaching of music in the name of creative arts. No wonder there isa low
enrolment rate for music education in universities. If there is a poor foundation
of music in secondary schools, the interest of students will wane.

Recommendations

The federal government policy on education (2013) as contained in a
body of documents said the goals of what the learners are expected to do after
leaving the school system should include among others; the ability to
communicate and think effectively, the ability to think scientifically and acquire
permanent literacy. If we ask ourselves questions, has the educational program
planned for primary schools helped in educating learners based on the aims and
objectives of education policy over the years? Our answers will be no. There are
problems in primary education in Nigeria. It is a problem because where there is
urgent academic need and funds are not readily available for use, the learning
process suffers. From the discussions in this paper, it is therefore recommended
thus:

The curriculum has the largest share of the blame in low enrolment by
students in music education because of the design in subject content,
methodology, implementation, and evaluation. Music education in schools and
institutions of higher learning should be a cultural mechanism designed to
educate learners about music based on the learner’s cultural background. What
is taught in the classroom setting should reflect on the place of music in the
society and not on foreign culture. Since music education is necessary to live
because it educates in a larger spectrum how to empower learners to achieve
their goals to meet the demands in the society, the curriculum needs a total
overhaul. There is the need for an enriched music curriculum that will be
society-friendly.
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The problems associated with a poor standard of education in Nigeria
today are seen in the way governments at different levels have handled some of
the policies it has put in place. There isa consistent failure on the part of the
government in monitoring, implementation, and evaluation of the educational
program for schools. Among all these setbacks are poor funding, inadequate
learning facilities for teaching/learning activities, lack of motivation for teachers
i.e. nonpayment of salaries as at when due, inconsistencies in policy
formulation, and lack of supervision of the school system. Chike-Okodi (2006)
said a solid foundation in quality of output from primary schools should be
properly checked and addressed to meet with the present reality of global
competitiveness.

The budget allocation for education is grossly inadequate and the
government is not helping matters in implementing a robust education system in
Nigeria that will see the products of the school system to be technologically
sound in meeting demands in the productivity of the knowledge economy. It has
been said that our graduates after leaving schools are not employable. Why?
This is because the global competitiveness roadmaps are not met based on what
is taught in higher institutions. The present realities are for learners to be able to
be self-sufficient in their career and must be exposed to skill acquisition and
entrepreneurship for sustainable development. For primary schools, learners
should be able to acquire technological knowledge for use at the secondary
school level. At higher levels, they would have been equipped with adequate
knowledge to face the society for gainful employment or becoming employers
of labor.

To this end, all stakeholders must play their part in promoting the
growth in education for sustainable development. Government must provide the
necessary information e.g. ICT facilities in schools, equipment, and relevant
teaching resource material for effective teaching/learning experiences in
primary schools. Also, the government must ensure that incessant strike actions
by teachers are quickly curbed and its negative effect on the academic calendar
prevented. If these are looked into by stakeholders by way of the quick
invention to the plight of our primary school system, then Nigeria will be laying
a solid foundation in the education of our children in primary schools for
sustainable development.
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