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Abstract

The study focused on actualizing functional secondary education for nation
building in Imo state. Three research questions and three hypotheses guided
the study. The descriptive survey research design was adopted for the study.
The population of the study comprised 3,154 teaching staff in the 597
secondary schools in Imo State. The sample size was 824 representing 26.1%
of the population drawn using proportionate stratified random sampling
technique.An instrument titled “Actualizing Functional Secondary Education
for Nation Building Questionnaire (AFSENBQ)” structured by the
researchers and validated by experts with reliability co-efficient of 0.79
determined with Cronbach Alpha was used for data generation. Mean and
standard deviation were used to answer the research questions while z-test
statistics was used to test the hypotheses at 0.05 alpha level. Among others,
the study revealed the following as the roles of functional secondary
education to nation building: functional secondary education improves an
individual’s economic status, enables people to improve their performance
and production levels at a lower cost, prepares an individual to acquire
skills for gainful employment and so. It was recommended among others that
the state government should have serious commitment with ardent political-
will to ensuring functional secondary education for the good of the state and
the nation.

Keywords: Functional Education, Secondary Education, Nation Building

Introduction
Nation building is a global concept that has taken the centre stage among
nations especially the developing nations of the world. Nation building is

World Educators Forum, Vol. 12 No. 1, November, 2021 ISSN: 2350-2401 1



World Educators Forum ISSN : 2350 -2401

regarded as efforts made by a nation to promote the potential of its human
resource, reducing the social and economic disparity that exists in the society
and creating an enabling environment, wherein individuals can live freely and
attain their best in life.To this point, Obasi (2010) stated that nation building is
the social process by which a nation harnesses and mobilizes all resources
(human and material) available to it for the purpose of positively transforming
its environment and ultimately improving the quality of the social, economic
and political life of its citizenry.More so, nation building is a process which
leads to the formation of countries in which the citizens feel a sufficient amount
of commonality of interests, goal and preferences so that they do not wish to
separate from each other (Alesian&Reich,2015). Nation building makes a
nationhood to emerge as an active force in the global community. This is
basically what every responsible government aims to achieve. It is obvious that
no nation can achieve greatness without engaging in those activities that build
them. One vital activity that engineers nation building is education.

Education has been viewed as a potent instrument of change for any
nation. It is obviously seen as the main engine for the development of any
individual or nation. It is a synthesizing factor and it builds both common ethos
and institutions which are of paramount importance for national growth and
security, whether political, economic or socio-cultural (Vashisth, 2018). That
means, education is a crucial sector in any nation, being a major investment in
human and capital development. It plays an important role in long term
productivity and growth at both micro and macro levels. It is more than an
economic investment, hence it is an essential input upon which life,
development or nation building depends (Fazilah, et al., 2012). Education serves
as a means of empowering children and adults alike to become active
participants in the transformation of their society. Education in the secondary
level remains pivotal to this goal.

Secondary education is the intermediary education given to the products
of primary education which in turn prepares the beneficiaries for higher
education and/or world of work. In corroboration, Meenyinikor et al. (2016)
quipped that besides being a transitional level between primary and tertiary
education, secondary schooling provides a base for acquiring insights, skills and
competences required at the higher level of education and in the labour market.
It contributes immensely to the development of a nation’s work force.
Secondary education plays a leading role in developing a knowledge and
understanding of human rights, the value base they represent and the skills
required to strengthen the democratic culture which are tenets of nation
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building. No wonder, the Federal Republic of Nigeria (2014) carefully drafted
the objectives of secondary education to include among others, as to raise
morally upright and well-adjusted individuals who can think independently and
rationally, respect the views and feelings of others and appreciate the dignity of
labour. However, the secondary school education through which these could be
achieved has to be functional.

Functional education is a type of education that equips the recipient with
the knowledge and skills needed for the performance and productive tasks. In
line with the above, Maduegbunamand Okafor (2014) asserted that functional
education is the education in which the ability to perform productive tasks is
more emphasized than the education that aims at producing ideological
conformity. From the foregoing, functional secondary education could be best
described as that type of education which positively transforms an individual
and equips him/her with worthwhile skills and knowledge for performance of
productive tasks. Such education according to Hogan (2016), emphasizes on the
practical performance of productive tasks than theory. Functional secondary
education provides students opportunity to receive relevant education that
enables them to understand clearly the nature of their society and equip them to
develop effective solutions to problems. It equally prepares them to be
responsible, enterprising individuals who become entrepreneurs or
entrepreneurial thinkers who will contribute to economic development and
sustainable communities.

The importance of functional secondary education to nation building
cannot be overemphasized. Functional education develops the beneficiary's
intelligence as well as makes him/her acquire all round development - socially,
culturally, economically, politically and technologically suitable to perform
various duties that are expected to uplift and support the development of the
individual, the immediate community and by extension, the nation. This
therefore shows that building a nation entails engaging seriously on the
promotion and development of both human and material resources which is
better done through the provision of functional educational system. That is to
say that the level or quality of education system in existence determines the
level of progress towards nation building. The above scenario prompted the
study to investigate how to actualize functional secondary education for nation
building in Imo State.

Statement of the Problem

Nation building is the basis on which to ensure that a country takes up an

effective role within the world community. It involves developing a nation's
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capacity to make timely, strategically informed decisions about its affairs and to
implement those decisions. Functional secondary education serves as a catalyst
for nation building. It is an education that can translate into establishment and
improvement of infrastructure, improvement in people's standard of living,
poverty reduction, and reduction in crime and increase in economic growth
which are indices of nation building. Regrettably, the researchers observe with
dismay that although scholars have continued to echo the importance of
functional education, lip services are paid to functional education with particular
reference to secondary school education in Imo State. The trend has resulted to
lack of capacity and skills among students to empower themselves as well as
lack of necessary productive skills needed to move the economy forward. This
state of affair is antithetical to nation building. This is what bothered the
researchers.

The Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study is to investigate the following:

1. The roles of functional secondary education to nation building in Imo
State.

2. The challenges to actualizing functional secondary education for nation
building in Imo State.

3. The strategies to actualize functional secondary education for nation

building in Imo State.
Research Questions
The research questions that guided the study are the following:

1. What are the roles of functional secondary education to nation building
in Imo State?

2. What are the challenges to actualizing functional secondary education
for nation building in Imo State?

3. What are the strategies to actualize functional secondary education for
nation building in Imo State?

Hypotheses

The following hypotheses were tested at 0.05 alpha level.

1. There is no significant difference between principals and teachers with
respect tothe roles of functional secondary education to nation building
in Imo State.

2. There is no significant difference between principals and teachers with

respect tothe challenges to actualizing functional secondary education
for nation building in Imo State.
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3. There is no significant difference between principals and teachers with
respect to the strategies to actualize functional secondary education for
nation building in Imo State.

Literature Review

All over the world, functional secondary education is expected to play
serious roles to nation building because educationis an important instrument of
change. A strong and powerful nation is built through the roles education plays
in the lives of the citizens and the society at large. In corroboration, UN System
Task Team (2015) surmised that just as education is critical to the development
of individuals, so it is to the development of their respective families, local
communities, national communities and the world at large. Bhawna (n.d.)
identified eleven catalytic roles of education in the process of national
development to include: increasing production; development of talents and
virtues; development of human resources; development of individual
personality; promotion of social and national integration; in respect of
modernization; developing democratic values; establishing a socialistic pattern
of society; developing secular outlook; promotion of international
understanding; synthesizing cultural and scientific values. Madumere-Obike
(2006) averred that functional secondary education ensures that individuals
attain self-actualization, self-reliance and self-sustainability. Joseph and Joseph
(2018) in their paper concluded that functional education is a force that can
reduce poverty, create job opportunities and raise income rates.In their own
view, Asaju and Adagba (2014) submitted that effective and functional
secondary education in Nigeria remains the most functional vehicle for the
reduction of poverty in the country. Thom-Otuya and Inko-Tariah(2016)
submitted that all these roles are ingredients for nation building, therefore
without quality functional education, the thoughts and actions of man will be
very inimical for nation building.

Evidently, the quest to achieve functional secondary education for nation
building has not been devoid of challenges. These challenges have not enable
Nigeria to enjoy the benefits of functional education as expected. In his study,
Anyaogu (2015) found prevalence of examination malpractice, low quality in-
takes and poor or decayed equipment, explosion increase in the demand for
education, lack of essential/basic facilities as critical challenging issues
confronting secondary education in Imo State. The study of Ebute (2017) on
creative and functional education in Nigeria: the problem of implementation
revealed that implementation of educational curriculum and other policies
remains the major challenge bedeviling the actualization of functional

World Educators Forum, Vol. 12 No. 1, November, 2021 ISSN: 2350-2401 5



World Educators Forum ISSN : 2350 -2401

secondary education for nation building in Imo State. Some of the identifiable
factors that impede/challenge achievement of functional education for national
development according to Nwaka (n.d.) include: non-implementation of policy
statements, recommendations and ideas for improving education; corruption; the
deteriorating nature of education and or lamentable conditions within the
schools in Nigeria; the lack of non-formal skill draining; examination
malpractices; inadequate funding; poor monitoring and supervision; poor
educational materials and poor orientation. Maduegbunam and Okafor (2014)
identified some of the problems to include: the educational curriculum, the
educational management, the quality of teachers; the quality of educational
facilities; the national leadership and the Nigerian society. Mbayuav (n.d.)
stated that the secondary education which is acquired after primary education
and before the tertiary stage is faced with numerous obstacles in Nigeria.

However, strategizing on the means by which functional secondary
education can be actualized for nation building is a positive way-forward.
Maduegbunam and Okafor (2014) averred that functional education, which is
the main instrument for national development, can be achieved in Nigeria if the
following essential requirements for good quality education are provided:
responsible, patriotic and experienced leaders at the national, state and local
government levels; functional curriculum that can take adequate care of our
development needs, competent, well-qualified and experienced educational
administrators, adequate number of well-qualified and dedicated teachers,
educational facilities that must be of good quality and up-to-date, and sanitized
Nigerian state whose citizens will be God-fearing and patriotic. Madumere-
Obike (2006) identified the following strategies for management of functional
education for self-actualization: the school administrator should always be
available to assist the teachers as they perform their duties;instructional
supervision should be intensified through classroom visitations, conferences and
demonstration of skills to guide, and direct the teachers and also stimulate their
interest to work; there is need for management to co-ordinate the activities of
the staff to ensure that all are working towards the stated objectives; the
manager should develop an effective way of coordinating the efforts of the
teachers so that problems concerning both staffs and students are solved
mutually through effective and good interpersonal relationship; and an effective
way of motivating the staff should be developed by the manager to ensure that
the quality of instruction given to the learners will be improved.
Methodology
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The descriptive survey research design was adopted for the study. The
population of the study comprised 3,154 teaching staff in the 597 secondary
schools in Imo State.The sample size was 824 representing 26.1% of the
population drawn using proportionate stratified random sampling techniques.An
instrument titled “Actualizing Functional Secondary Education for Nation
Building Questionnaire (AFSENBQ)” structured by the researchers and
validated by experts with reliability co-efficient of 0.79 determined with
Cronbach Alpha was used for data generation. Mean and standard deviation
were used to answer the research questions while z-test statistics was used to
test the hypotheses at 0.05 alpha level.An item with a calculated mean value
equal or greater than 2.50 was accepted while an item with the calculated mean
value less than or equal to 2.49 was rejected.

Results

Research Question One:What are the roles of functional secondary education
to nation building in Imo State?

Table 1: Mean Values and Standard Deviations on theRoles of Functional
Secondary Education to Nation Building in Imo State

S. No. Roles of Functional Secondary Education X SD
Remarks
1. Functional secondary education
improves an  individual’s
economic status. 3.10 0.87 Agreed
2. It enables people to improve
their performance and
production levels at a lower
cost. 3.04 0.57 Agreed
3. It prepares an individual to
acquire skills for gainful
employment. 3.09 051 Agreed
4, It is a master key to poverty reduction. 3.07 0.48
Agreed
5. Functional secondary education
helps in the development of
sound human resource. 3.05 0.59 Agreed
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6. It enables an individual to be

self-reliant ashe/she embarks

on any trade. 298 0.64 Agreed
7. It leads to Job creation opportunities. 2.92 0.86

Agreed
8. It ensures individual self-actualization. 3.00 0.66

Agreed

Table 1 shows that all the items have mean values above the criterion
mean of 2.50. The data indicated that all the itemsare the roles of functional
secondary education to nation building in Imo State.

Research Question Two: What are the challenges to actualizing functional
secondary education for nation building in Imo State?

Table 2: Mean Scores and Standard Deviations on the Challenges to
actualizing Functional Secondary Education for Nation Building in Imo
State

S. No. Challenges Variables X SD
Remarks

9. Inappropriate curriculum. 3.11 1.00
Agreed

10. Ineffective inspection and supervision of schools. 3.09 0.53
Agreed

11. Inadequate financing. 3.13 042
Agreed

12. Inadequate and low quality teachers. 254 1.09
Agreed

13. Lack of effective leadership co-
ordination and control. 256 1.05 Agreed

14. Lack or shortage of
instructional materials and

practical teaching aids. 3.08 0.50 Agreed
15. Poor maintenance of school
plant buildings and premises. 3.03 0.63 Agreed
16. Inadequate motivation for available teaching staff. 3.06 0.48
Agreed
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Table 2 reveals that all the items have mean scores above the criterion mean of
2.50. The data showed that all the items are the challenges to actualizing
functional secondary education for nation building in Imo State.

Research Question Three:What are the strategies to actualize functional
secondary education for nation building in Imo State?

Table 3: Mean Ratings and Standard Deviations on the Strategies to
actualize Functional Secondary Education for Nation Building in Imo

State.

S. No. Strategies Variables X SD

Remarks
17. Review of secondary education

curriculum

towards practical and creativity

oriented. 3.14 0.65 Agreed
18. Regular and effective

inspection of  secondary

schools. 3.10 0.47 Agreed
19.  Adequate funding of secondary education. 3.16 0.42

Agreed

20. Recruitment, training of
additional qualified teachers
and re-training of serving

teachers

(old ones). 3.00 1.01 Agreed
21. Giving qualified and

experienced educational

administrators leadership of

schools. 291 0.74 Agreed
22. Improvement in the provision

of instructional materials and

practical teaching aids. 3.18 0.39 Agreed
23.  Adequate motivation of the teaching staff. 3.08 1.04

Agreed

24.  Adequate  maintenance  of
school plant, buildings and
premises. 2.87 0.71 Agreed
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Table 3 indicates that all the items have mean ratings above the criterion mean
of 2.50. The data revealed that all the items arethe strategies to actualize
functional secondary education for nation building in Imo State.

Hypothesis One:There is no significant difference between principals and
teachers with respect tothe roles of functional secondary education to nation
building in Imo State.

Table 4: z-test Analysis of Difference between Principals and Teachers with
respect to the Roles of Functional Secondary Education to Nation Building
in Imo State.

Respondents N X SD df Z-cal Z-crit
Decision

Principals 240 3.04 062 822 033 196

Accepted

Teachers 584 3.02 0.68

Table 4 indicates that at 0.05 alpha level and 822 degrees of freedom,
the calculated z-value of 0.33 is less than the critical z-value of 1.96. Since the
calculated z-value of 0.33 is less than the critical z-value of 1.96, the study
failed to reject the null hypothesis. On this regard, there is no significant
difference between principals and teachers with respect to the roles of functional
secondary education to nation building in Imo State.

Hypothesis Two:There is no significant difference between principals and
teachers with respect tothe challenges to actualizing functional secondary
education for nation building in Imo State.

Table 5: z-test Analysis of Difference between Principals and Teachers with
respect to the Challenges to actualizing Functional Secondary Education
for Nation Building in Imo State.

Respondents N X SD df Z-cal Z-crit
Decision

Principals 240 289 0.78 822 188 196

Accepted

Teachers 584 3.01 0.65

Table 5 shows that at 0.05 alpha level and 822 degrees of freedom, the
calculated z-value of 1.88 is less than the critical z-value of 1.96. Since the
calculated z-value of 1.88 is less than the critical z-value of 1.96, the study
retained the null hypothesis. Therefore, there is no significant difference
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between principals and teachers with respect to the challenges to actualizing
functional secondary education for nation building in Imo State.

Hypothesis Three:There is no significant difference between principals and
teachers with respect to thestrategies to actualize functional secondary education
for nation building in Imo State.

Table 6: z-test Analysis of Difference between Principals and Teachers with
respect to the Strategies to actualize Functional Secondary Education for
Nation Building in Imo State.

Respondents N X SD df Z-cal Z-crit
Decision

Principals 240 3.08 066 822 079 196

Accepted

Teachers 584 3.03 0.70

Table 6 reveals that at 0.05 alpha level and 822 degrees of freedom, the
calculated z-value of 0.79 is less than the critical z-value of 1.96. Since the
calculated z-value of 0.79 is less than the critical z-value of 1.96, the study
upheld the null hypothesis. Based on the above, there is no significant difference
betweenprincipals and teachers with respect to the strategies to actualize
functional secondary education for nation building in Imo State.

Discussion of Findings

The first finding revealed the following as the roles of functional
secondary education to nation building: functional secondary education
improves an individual’s economic status, enables people to improve their
performance and production levels at a lower cost, prepares an individual to
acquire skills for gainful employment, is a master key to poverty reduction,
helps in the development of sound human resource, enables an individual to be
self-reliant as he/she embarks on any trade, leads to Job creation opportunities
and ensures individual self-actualization.The study established that there is no
significant difference between principals and teachers with respect to the roles
of functional secondary education to nation building in Imo State. The finding is
in tandem with Bhawna (n.d.), Madumere-Obike (2006), Joseph and Joseph
(2018) and,Asaju and Adagba (2014). These scholars have in their scholarly
expositions established these variables as roles of functional secondary
education. The finding is in consonance with the submission of Thom-Otuya
and Inko-Tariah (2016) that all these roles are ingredients for nation building,
therefore without quality functional education, the thoughts and actions of man
will be very inimical for nation building.
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The second finding indicated inappropriate curriculum, ineffective
inspection and supervision of schools, inadequate financing, inadequate and low
quality teachers, lack of effective leadership co-ordination and control, lack or
shortage of instructional materials and practical teaching aids, poor maintenance
of school plant buildings and premises and inadequate motivation for available
teaching staff as the challenges to actualizing functional secondary education for
nation building in Imo State. The study showed that there is no significant
difference between principals and teachers with respect to the challenges to
actualizing functional secondary education for nation building in Imo State.The
finding complements the study of Anyaogu (2015) which found prevalence of
examination malpractice, low quality in-takes and poor or decayed equipment,
explosion increase in the demand for education, lack of essential/basic facilities
as critical challenging issues confronting secondary education in Imo State. The
result is in line with Ebute (2017), Nwaka (n.d.) and,Maduegbunam and Okafor
(2014). These scholars and researchers have in their scholarly expositions and
studies established and found these variables as the challenges to actualizing
functional secondary education for nation building. The result supports
Mbayuav (n.d.) who stated that the secondary education which is acquired after
primary education and before the tertiary stage is faced with numerous obstacles
in Nigeria.

The third finding showed that review of secondary education curriculum
towards practical and creativity oriented, recruitment, training of additional
qualified teachers and re-training of serving teachers (old ones), and giving
qualified and experienced educational administrators leadership of schoolsare
the strategies to actualize functional secondary education for nation building in
Imo State which was averred by Maduegbunam and Okafor (2014) that
functional education, which is the main instrument for national development,
can be achieved in Nigeria if the following essential requirements for good
quality education are provided: functional curriculum that can take adequate
care of our development needs, competent, well-qualified and experienced
educational administrators, and adequate number of well-qualified and
dedicated teachers. The study also revealed regular and effective inspection of
secondary schools, adequate funding of secondary education, improvement in
the provision of instructional materials and practical teaching aids, adequate
motivation of the teaching staff and adequate maintenance of school plant,
buildings and premises which was consistent with the strategies identified by
Madumere-Obike (2006). The study equally indicated that there is no significant
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difference between principals and teachers with respect to the strategies to
actualize functional secondary education for nation building in Imo State.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of the study, it was concluded that functional
secondary education plays pivotal roles to nation building, there are numerous
challenges that hinder actualization of functional secondary education and that
strategies to tackle these challenges abound to actualize functional secondary
education in Imo State.

Recommendations
The following recommendations were given on the basis of the findings
of the study:

e The state government should have serious commitment with ardent
political-will to ensuring functional secondary education for the good of
the state and the nation.

e All stakeholders should put hands on deck to ensure that the present
challenges in our education system are taken care of so that functional
education can be firmly established in the state.

e To actualize functional secondary education the identified strategies
should be proactively implemented by the government and the relevant
agencies.
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